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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

21st  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS  •  OCTOBER  13th,  1952 

Monday  Morning  Session 


The  opening  session  of  the  Twenty-first  Con- 
vention of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers 
International  Union,  held  at  the  Rice  Hotel, 
Houston,  Texas,  October  13-17,  1952,  convened 
at  ten-fifteen  o'clock,  Brother  T.  G.  Bundy, 
Secretary  of  the  Convention  Committee,  pre- 
siding. 

CHAIRMAN  BUNDY:  Will  the  Delegates 
take  their  seats,  please?  I  will  call  this  meeting 
to  order.  Will  the  delegates  be  seated? 

Distinguished  Guests,  Officers  and  Delegates 
to  this  Convention:  As  the  Delegate  from  the 
Lone  Star  State  Council  of  Lathers,  I  want  to 
welcome  you  to  Texas  in  general,  and  Hous- 
ton in  particular. 

We  hope  that  you  have  a  successful  Conven- 
tion and  an  enjoyable  visit.  If  there  is  anything 
those  of  us  on  the  Committee  can  do  for  you, 
let  us  know. 

Now  I'd  like  at  this  time  to  introduce  the 
President  of  our  Lone  Star  State  Council  of 
Lathers,  also  our  8th  Vice-President,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Fairbanks.  (Applause) 

.  .  .  Brother  H.  H.  Fairbanks  assumed  the 
Chair  .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Welcome  to 
Houston  and  the  Lone  Star  State,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen.  We  will  all  now  rise  for  the  singing 
of  the  National  Anthem. 

.  .  .  The  "Star-Spangled  Banner"  was  sung 
by  Howard  Hartman,  accompanied  by  Harold 
Shover  .  .  .  (.'\pplause) 


CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Please  remain 
standing.  We  will  now  have  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States. 

.  .  .  The  audience  recited  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  to  the  Flag  .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Please  remain 
standing.  We  will  now  have  the  invocation  by 
the  Reverend  C.  T.  Flynn. 

REV.  C.  T.  FLYNN:  Dear  God,  please  be- 
stow your  blessings  upon  this  Convention  of 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers.  You  have 
placed  us  here  on  earth  with  a  body  and  soul, 
but  also  you  have  given  us  human  rights.  So, 
please,  God,  detain  those  who  would  take 
those  rights  away  from  us.  Detain  those  who 
would  destroy  our  wonderful  standard  of  living 
that  we  have  today. 

Please,  God,  during  this  week,  help  the  de- 
liberations that  take  place  here  to  be  of  justice 
and  charity.  Let  us.  Dear  Lord,  say  the  same 
prayer  that  You  once  said,  and  that  during  this 
week  this  prayer  may  remain  in  the  minds  of 
each  and  every  individual  concerned  with  this 
Convention: 

Our  Father,  Who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
Thy  name;  Thy  kingdom  come;  Thy  will  be 
done,  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 

Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive 
us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  who  tres- 
pass against  us.  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation 
but  deliver  us  from  evil.  Amen. 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Be  seated  please. 
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Brothers,  at  this  moment  I  want  to  take  a  few 
moments  to  really  welcome  you  to  the  great 
Lone  Star  State  of  Texas.  You  say  we  are 
bragging.  We  don't  brag  down  in  the  State  of 
Texas.  We  have  got  a  few  facts  that  we  can 
back  up.  One  of  them  is  that  we  have  the 
biggest  state  in  the  United  States.  Also,  we  have 
some  very  honored,  revered  people,  both  in 
Washington  and  in  every  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  arc  proud  of  many  things  in  Texas 
and  it  would  take  me  many,  many  hours  prob- 
ably to  explain  just  a  small  part  of  them  to  you. 
But  here  we  are  going  to  show  you,  during  your 
visit  here,  the  birth  of  a  nation.  Way  back 
yonder  when  the  forefathers  fought  and  carved 
out  the  little  State  of  Texas. 

You  turn  Texas  over  on  its  Western  axis  and 
it  will  overlap  into  the  Pacific  Ocean;  you  turn 
it  on  its  Northern  axis  and  it  will  overlap  into 
Canada;  you  turn  it  Eastward  and  it  will  over- 
lap into  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  you  turn  it  South 
and  I  just  don't  know  how  far  it  would  go.  It 
would  cover  the  whole  nation  of  Mexico. 

We  are  proud  and  we  are  big  and  we  wish 
you  fellows  to  have  all  the  joy  and  privileges 
that  can  be  bestowed  upon  you  at  this  time. 

Now,  as  the  Honorable  Mayor  is  a  few 
moments  late — he  is  to  give  you  the  welcom- 
ing address — 

He's  coming  up  right  now. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded.  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Brothers,  it  is 
going  to  be  a  big  pleasure  for  mc  at  this  time 
to  give  to  you  a  man  that  came  here  as  a  young 
man — I  believe  he  and  I  came  to  the  city  about 
the  same  time — he  was  maybe  two  or  three 
years  ahead  of  me.  We  saw  a  small  city.  I  am 
going  to  give  you  a  man  who  is  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  development  of  this  beautiful  city 
— this  air-conditioned  city,  we  call  it — a  city 
of  cleanliness,  a  city  of  churches,  a  city  of 
schools.  We  don't  take  a  back  seat  to  any  state 
in  the  nation,  or  any  city. 

I  am  going  to  give  you  one  of  our  greatest 
citizens,  the  Mayor  of  Houston,  Mr.  Oscar 
Holcombe.  (Applause) 

MAYOR  HOLCOMBE:  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  want  to  assure  you 
that  I  was  not  late  for  work  this  morning. 
They  told  mc  that  you  would  convene  about 
ten  o'clock  and  that  I  was  to  speak  at  ten- 
thirty. 

You  are  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 


you  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  there 
arc  two  men  running  for  president  right  now, 
:-»nd  they  arc  both  going  to  be  in  here  this 
week,  and  we  have  both  of  the  committees  down 
at  the  City  Hall  trying  to  work  out  some  of 
the  details  of  the  visit,  and  I  was  busy  on  that 
this  morning.  But  I  intended  to  get  here  at 
ten-thirty,  and  I  still  have  five  minutes,  accord- 
ing to  my  time,  but  they  called  mc  and  said 
you  were  ready. 

You  know,  it's  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of 
a  bunch  of  workmen  going  to  work  before  they 
were  due  to  go  to  work.  (Laughter)  I  can  say 
that  to  you  fellows,  because  my  business  before 
I  went  into  the  mayor's  office  was  the  construc- 
tion business.  I  started  out  in  the  construction 
business,  so  I  know  something  about  this  ques- 
tion of  waiting  for  the  clock  to  strike  the  hour 
before  we  go  to  work.  But  I  know  I  never  did 
have  any  trouble  in  getting  them  to  quit  a  few 
minutes  before  the  time.  (Laughter)  That  was 
always  easy. 

Seriously,  I  wouldn't  miss  the  opportunity  of 
coming  here  and  talking  to  a  group  like  this, 
for  anything  in  the  world,  and  I  have  good  rea- 
son for  it.  As  I  say,  when  I  started  out  in  public 
life,  I  was  in  the  construction  business.  I  was  a 
contractor.  And  one  of  the  nicest  things,  to  me, 
of  the  terms  of  office  that  I  have  served  as 
Mayor  of  Houston  and  the  friends  that  I  have 
had  with  me  is  the  fact  that  union  labor  has 
been  with  me  through  all  of  those  years.  Not  all 
of  them,  of  course.  A  man  couldn't  satisfy  a 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  people.  But  there  has 
never  been  a  time  in  the  thirty  years  that  I 
have  been  in  public  life  that  organized  labor 
has  not  been  for  me;  that  is,  a  majority  of  them. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  went  into  the  Mayor's 
office  first  in  1921.  I  am  not  near  as  old  as  that 
would  make  me  sound,  because  I  had  just 
finished  my  grammar  school  education  at  the 
time  they  elected  me  mayor,  in  1921.  I  was  just 
a  young  fellow,  and  it  was  principally  the  union 
people  who  elected  me.  I  was  in  the  construc- 
tion business;  I  worked  with  union  men.  It  was 
not  so  long  after  the  First  World  War,  and  we 
had  a  lot  of  carpenters,  particularly — doggone, 
we  had  the  biggest  bunch  of  carpenters  that  you 
ever  saw.  As  I  had  come  up  as  a  floor  sweeper 
in  a  planing  mill  and  worked  as  a  millman,  as 
a  planer  man,  and  then  on  the  bench  in  a 
planing  mill,  and  I  had  gone  all  through  that, 
I  was  a  pretty  good  carpenter  myself.  So  1 
knew  all  of  these  boys  that  were  carpenters, 
and  that  was  the  nucleus  of  my  organization 
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whfii  I  sort  of  Rot  to  run  for  mayor.  I  had 
nfver  held  pul)lir  office  before. 

During  the  past  thirty  years  I  have  served 
ten  terms  as  mayor  of  this  city— which  isn't  a 
short  time.  Some  of  you  business  agents  will 
understand  what  this  business  is  of  getting 
elected  ten  times.  That's  pretty  rough — I  don't 
care  what  you're  trying  to  get  elected  to. 
(Laughter)  And  we  have  pretty  rough  politics 
here  in  this  town,  and  I  have  served  this  city 
and  seen  it  grow — served  it  ten  times. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  may  be  surprising  to 
you  from  some  parts  of  the  country  where  your 
cities  are  already  built,  but  when  I  went  in  as 
mayor  of  this  city  in  1921,  we  just  had  138,000 
people  here,  and  I  have  seen  that  grow  and 
had  a  part  in  its  growing  until  today  we  have 
around  700,000  people. 

Again  let  me  say  there  is  no  one  that  has  had 
more  to  do  with  the  growth  of  this  city  than 
our  laboring  people,  the  people  who  make  their 
living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  Of  course, 
there  were  lots  of  times  when  I  was  in  the 
construction  business  that  I  didn't  think  you'd 
sweat  enough.  (Laughter)  But  at  any  rate,  we 
have  a  great  city  here,  and  I  am  delighted  to  be 
with  you. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  may  be  wrong  about 
this,  but  I  think  probably  this  will  be  the  last 
time  that  I  will  have  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing a  great  body  of  union  people.  I  go  out 
of  office  on  January  2,  after  finishing  my  tenth 
term.  I  go  out  at  my  own  request.  I  haven't 
filed  for  office  again.  But  don't  misunderstand 
me.  I  have  left  the  mayor's  office  twice  during 
the  last  thirty  years,  and  it  wasn't  at  my  re- 
quest, either.  It  was  over  my  very  loud  protest. 
(Laughter)  I  am  just  like  these  officers  of 
unions,  you  know.  You  try  to  stay  there  just  as 
long  as  you  can.  But  I  decided,  well,  after  ten 
terms  of  running  the  great  city,  that's  about 
enough,  so  I  just  decided  to  quit  this  time  and 
let  somebody  else  have  it. 

You  know,  it's  been  a  lot  of  fun.  It  happens 
with  you,  I  know,  in  your  own  organization. 
Sometimes  you  think  the  guy  that's  your  busi- 
ness agent  or  the  president  of  your  organization 
isn't  much  good,  and  then  you  get  another  one 
and  you  think  he's  worse.  That's  happened  with 
me.  They  change,  you  know.  They  decide, 
"Well,  we'll  get  rid  of  old  Oscar  and  get  some- 
body else  in  there."  But  each  time  they  have 
come  back.  They  didn't  think  I  was  so  bad. 
You  stay  in  there  a  while  and  they  want  to 


try  somebody  else.  It  seems  like  a  habit  with 
the  American  people. 

I  guess  there  are  some  people  here  trom 
Dallas.  We  welcome  you  people  from  these 
small  towns.  (Laughter)  You  people  from  out 
of  the  state  that  have  never  heard  of  Dallas — 
it's  a  little  town  up  in  the  northern  part  of 
Texas.  You  ought  to  see  the  villages  of  this 
state.  You  might  go  by  them  after  seeing  the 
city. 

You  people  from  Dallas — we're  glad  to  have 
you  down  here,  as  well  as  these  people  from  all 
over  the  state.  In  fact,  we  are  glad  to  have  you 
come  here  from  any  part  of  the  world,  because 
we  feci  like  if  you  come  here  and  see  how  we 
are  growing,  the  type  of  people  we  are,  that  if 
you  ever  decide  to  move  from  your  home  city 
—Incidentally,  let  me  say  that  a  fellow  that 
doesn't  think  his  home  city  is  all  right,  and 
there  is  something  too  badly  wrong  with  it — 
of  course,  they  are  never  all  right,  but  I  mean 
if  the  city  is  too  bad,  you  ought  always  to  get 
out  of  it  and  go  somewhere  else.  Always  stand 
up  for  your  home  town  or  go  get  you  another 
one.  But  if  you  do  decide  to  leave  your  home 
town,  you  always  think  Houston  is  the  best 
in  the  country.  Of  course,  those  of  us  here  think 
it  is  the  best  in  the  country  right  now,  without 
any  argument,  and  after  you  have  seen  it  I 
am  afraid  you  are  going  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
your  own  home  town. 

You've  heard  the  story — I'm  not  a  very  good 
story  teller — I  have  always  tried  to  stick  to  the 
truth.  But  you  have  heard  the  story  about  the 
fellow  that  went  up  to  Heaven,  and  St.  Peter 
was  checking  up  on  him,  and  he  said,  "Well, 
where  arc  you  from?"  He  says,  "Well,  I'm 
from  Houston,  Texas,"  and  St.  Peter  said, 
"Well,  come  on  in,  but  you  won't  like  it  up 
here."  (Laughter)  So  we  think  maybe  you 
might  be  that  way  here. 

Again  let  me  say  that  I  have  just  rambled 
around  here.  I  don't  want  to  make  a  Chamber 
of  Commerce  speech  here.  Paul,  do  we  have 
anybody  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  this 
morning?  I  don't  want  to  make  a  Chamber  of 
Commerce  speech.  The  town  speaks  for  itself. 
I  could  talk  about  these  great  buildings  and 
great  highways,  the  waterways,  and  the  port, 
about  us  being  the  second  port  of  the  Nation. 
You  didn't  know  that,  did  you?  Some  of  you 
didn't  even  know  we  were  a  port.  But  there 
isn't  but  one  port,  New  York,  which  is  the  only 
one  that  is  ahead  of  Houston  in  tonnage.  That's 
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something  you  didn't  know.  But  I  don't  want 
to  make  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  speech. 

But  let  me  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of 
coming  here.  Let  me  say  this:  You  really  are 
our  guests  here.  You  are  just  like  coming  into 
our  own  home.  If  you  come  into  my  home,  any- 
thing you  do  there  isn't  wrong.  And  that's  the 
way  it  is  here.  I  know  that  you  people  of  this 
organization  never  do  anything  wrong,  never 
get  into  any  trouble.  But  if  you  do  get  into 
trouble,  just  remember  this:  Just  right  down 
the  street  down  here  is  the  City  Hall.  The  jail 
is  right  close  to  there.  Boys.  (Laughter) 

So  you  needn't  hesitate,  if  you  get  into  any 
trouble,  to  call  on  me.  Even  if  you  are  down 
there,  we'd  like  for  you  to  visit  our  new  jail. 
It's  the  finest  in  the  entire  country.  We  don't 
want  you  to  visit  as  a  paying  guest.  We'd  like 
for  you  to  go  down  there  and  look  at  it.  But 
if  you  happen  to  be  down  there,  we  won't 
charge  you  for  coming  in  and  looking  it  over. 
Just  remember  that  I'm  just  two  blocks  from 
there,  and  that  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  for 
me  if  you  should  get  in  trouble,  to  help  you  out. 

And  let  me  say,  I  mean  "out,"  too.  I  don't 
mean  out  of  town — I  mean  out  of  whatever 
trouble  you  get  in.  (Laughter) 

Let  me  say  to  those  people  from  these  smaller 
towns  like  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas  and  San 
Antonio,  the  villages,  you're  not  used  to  big 
cities,  and  if  you  are  from  out  of  town,  any 
of  you  from  out  of  the  state,  even  like  that 
small  place  over  in  New  Orleans,  any  of  those 
places,  if  you  came  in  here  in  your  car,  you 
make  yourselves  at  home.  You  just  park  that 
car  anywhere  you  want  to  here  in  town,  as  long 
as  you  don't  block  a  fire  plug.  Put  it  out  there 
in  the  middle  of  Texas  Avenue  if  you  want  to. 

We  have  some  zealous  policemen.  They  will 
give  you  a  ticket.  But  don't  worry  about  that. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  you  happen  to  walk  up 
on  that  policeman  when  he's  giving  you  a 
ticket,  why  you  just  smile  at  him,  and  if  he 
says  anything  to  you,  do  your  fingers  at  him 
something  like  that.  (Thumbing  his  nose.) 
(Laughter) 

You've  often  wanted  to  cuss  a  policeman  out 
and  get  by  with  it.  If  he  says  anything  to  you, 
give  it  to  him  something  like  that,  with  both 
of  them.  (Thumbing  his  nose  with  both  hands) 
(Laughter)  And  then  say,  "That's  all  right. 
Give  me  your  whole  book  of  tickets.  I  know 
the  Mayor!"  And  I  mean  it.  You  turn  over 
your  tickets.  That's  parking.  There's  no  moving 


violation.  Boys,  running  red  lights,  speeding, 
or  blocking  a  fire  plug.  But  wherever  you  want 
to  put  your  automobile,  you  do  it,  and  if  you 
get  any  tickets,  you  just  give  it  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  Association,  write  your  name  on 
the  back  of  it  and  your  address,  and  I'll  do 
what  you  have  often  heard  of  but  probably 
not  often  experienced,  and  that  is,  I'll  do  a 
little  political  ticket-fixing  for  you,  and  you 
won't  have  to  appear.  (Applause) 

You  know,  my  time  is  limited  here.  I  was 
supposed  to  talk  about  five  minutes  and  I  have 
been  fifteen  minutes.  You  know,  a  politician, 
when  he  gets  a  group  together  that  he  can  talk 
to,  he  just  don't  know  when  to  quit.  I  feel  like 
I  would  like  to  talk  to  you  another  fifteen 
minutes,  a  half  hour  or  so,  but  I  am  kind  of 
getting  kicked  on  the  shin  down  here  that  my 
time  is  up  (laughter)  so  I  am  going  to  have 
to  stop. 

I  shall  have  to  go  back  to  the  City  Hall.  I 
should  like  it  a  whole  lot  better  if  I  could  stay 
here.  We  are  going  to  talk  about  how  to  receive 
Ike  and  Adlai  but  I  have  to  go  back  and  finish 
up  on  that.  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  excuse  me 
for  leaving  but  I  do  have  to  get  back  to  the 
City  Hall. 

Again,  let  me  say  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
come  to  you.  We  are  delighted  in  Houston  to 
have  you.  My  friends,  I  hope  that  your  stay 
here  will  be  pleasant  and  very  profitable  to  your 
organization.  Thanks  a  lot.  (Applause) 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  At  this  time, 
again,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  introduce 
to  you  a  man  that  has  been  among  organized 
labor,  a  gentleman  that  we  consider  a  friend. 
There  is  no  more  to  be  said.  I  will  give  you 
L.  D.  Morrison,  Chief  of  Police.  (Applause) 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE  L.  D.  MORRISON: 
Chairman,  distinguished  guests,  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen: I  kind  of  wish  the  Mayor  had  stayed 
here  and  I  would  have  asked  him  to  knock 
those  shackles  off  me  (laughter)  after  telling 
you  people  that  you  could  cut  almost  any  kind 
of  a  caper  that  you  wanted  to.  I  am  thinking 
back  on  some  instructions  that  I  had,  that  in 
the  event  any  of  these  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  get  into  jail,  you  get  them  out  as  fast 
as  possible  or  get  in  there  with  them."  (Laugh- 
ter) I  didn't  know  he  was  going  to  come  here 
and  tell  you,  like  the  local  citizens  do  when 
they  get  a  ticket,  "Just  tear  it  up."  I  thought 
maybe  the  boys  could  get  an  opportunity  to 
practice  a  little  on  you  visitors. 
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The  Mayor  said  tliat  he  had  bt  t'ii  hen-  ten 
terms.  That  just  reminded  me  that  I  went  to 
work  under  him  in  about  1926  and  I  am  sure 
that  I  have  been  with  the  City  continuously 
since  that  time.  I  am  quite  sure  I  must  have 
worked  under  someone  else  but  I  don't  recall 
it.  (Laughter) 

Our  Chairman  said  that  I  had  been  among 
organized  labor.  I  want  to  clear  that  up  just 
a  little  for  the  visiting  delegates  for  fear  that 
they  would  think  I  spent  all  that  time  down  at 
the  City  jail,  leaving  a  little  bad  impression 
that  maybe  some  of  our  local  organized  labor 
spent  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  there. 
That  is  not  true.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
organized  labor  all  these  years.  I  still  hold  a 
card.  I  am  mighty  proud  of  it.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Houston  Labor  and  Trades  Council,  even 
though  I  have  been  a  police  officer.  I  went  to 
work  for  the  Police  Department  during  the  de- 
pression in  self  defense  (laughter)  when,  like 
most  of  the  rest  of  you  folks  who  earn  your 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  your  brow,  I  was  doing 
the  same  things  those  days  and  there  were  so 
many  wolves  hanging  around  my  back  yard 
that  they  looked  like  police  dogs.  I  found  out 
they  needed  some  police  officers,  and  with  the 
help  of  some  of  my  good  brothers  I  moved  into 
the  Police  Department.  I  don't  know  whether 
I  lost  my  nerve  or  what  it  was.  Anyhow,  I 
stayed  over  in  the  Police  Department. 

I  want  to  say  that  I  didn't  go  by  the  Police 
Department  this  morning  and  check  to  see  if 
they  had  any  of  you  boys  in  the  net.  (Laughter) 
Organized  labor  in  this  great  city  has  been  a 
part  and  parcel  of  this  growing  city.  It  has 
been,  in  my  honest  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  the  growth  of  this  city.  Money  can't 
build  a  city  and  management  can't  build  a 
city;  it  takes  men,  such  as  I  am  facing  here 
now,  men  and  women,  to  build  such  a  great 
city.  And  certainly  organized  labor  has  made 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  growth  of  this 
city  and  indeed  we  are  proud  of  it.  I  want 
to  say,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, it  might  seem  strange  to  some  of  you 
visiting  folks,  but  organized  labor  is  a  friend  of 
the  Police  Department.  The  Police  Department 
is  a  friend  and  servant  of  organized  labor.  We 
can't  set  it  apart,  of  course.  It  is  a  valuable 
part  of  our  citizenry. 

I  just  want,  if  I  don't  transgress  upon  too 
much  of  your  time  and  patience,  to  use  one  or 
two  illustrations:  too  many  times  we  find  some 
of  our  own  policemen  feeling  just  a  little  de- 
fensive and  saying,  "People  are  no  damn  good; 


tlic  puiilic  don't  like  us  because  we  arc  police 
officers."  Several  years  ago  wc  felt  that  we 
were  underpaid  and,  as  you  folks  know,  and  as 
organized  labor  has  pointed  out  to  us,  we  never 
should  have  a  police  union.  We  can  have  an 
association,  a  brotherhood,  fraternity  or  some- 
thing of  thai  type  but  you  people  didn't  want 
us  to  have  a  police  union  any  more  than  you 
would  want  your  army  or  your  National  Guard 
organized  in  that  sense.  But  we  felt  that  we 
needed  an  increase  and  we  petitioned  the  then 
governing  board  and  asked  them  and  the  gov- 
erning board  said,  "We  would  like  to  give  it 
to  you  boys."  You  heard  the  story  plenty  of 
times.  "But  due  to  the  fact  that  we  simply 
don't  have  enough  chips  in  the  exchequer  wc 
can't  pay  you,"  and  we  felt  just  practically 
like  you  boys  feel  sometimes,  that  since  this  is 
going  to  be  a  contest,  let  it  be  settled  by  the 
great  citizenry,  and  so,  using  the  law,  of  course, 
we  petitioned  the  citizenry.  Some  said,  "You 
are  making  an  awful  mistake  there.  They  will 
cut  your  salary."  Let  me  tell  you,  we  asked  for 
an  increase,  a  considerable  increase  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  and  I  want  to  say  that  the  kind  and 
generous  citizens  overwhelmingly  voted  that 
increase  by  about  eight  to  one  in  this  city,  and 
chief  among  the  people  who  were  aiding  in 
helping  us  was  groups  organized,  organized 
labor. 

Later  on  we  were  faced  with  the  same  con- 
dition. We  needed  an  increase.  The  governing 
board  then  told  us,  "We  simply  cannot  give  you 
an  increase.  We  recognize  that  beefsteak  costs 
you  just  as  much  as  it  costs  any  one  else."  So, 
again  using  the  same  formula  that  you  folks 
resort  to — we  couldn't  strike  of  course — but  we 
negotiated  this  little  proposition.  "We  will  find 
out  what  the  citizens  think  of  it,"  we  said.  And 
so  again  we  circulated  the  petition  and  again 
by  an  overwhelming  vote  of  five  to  one  we  re- 
ceived an  increase. 

I  think  that  is  enough  to  prove  to  you  out- 
siders that  your  humble  servants,  the  Police 
Department,  can  look  kindly  upon  a  group  that 
is  organized  to  help  to  get  that  daily  bread. 

I  see  Max  McClelland  sitting  over  there.  I 
could  call  so  many  names  here  because  I  used 
to  hang  around  the  Labor  Temple  so  much  and 
attend  those  meetings.  It  seems  like  a  real 
home-coming  to  me. 

We  had  an  unfortunate  experience  the  day 
before.  You  read  it  in  the  newspaper.  I  might 
as  well  explain  it.  They  read  we  placed  seven 
police  officers  in  jail.  I  told  them  it  was  a 
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healthy  thing.  AVc  police  have  our  own  organi- 
zation police  us,  just  as  you  folks  police  your 
organization.  I  told  them  many  years  ago,  in  a 
Republic  to  the  South  of  us,  I  noticed  police 
officers  in  uniform  among  the  prisoners.  When 
I  inquired  what  the  trouble  was,  they  said  they 
were  late  for  work  and  the  chief  felt  bad  and 
so  he  just  put  them  in  jail.  I  want  to  assure 
you  we  haven't  reached  that  point  yet  but  I 
want  to  assure  you  that  we,  as  police  officers, 
don't  put  ourselves  aside  from  others.  We  are 
humble  servants  and  it  was  unfortunate — I  am 
sad  about  it;  maybe  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
police  officers  don't  draw  enough  money;  but 
when  we  did  discover  among  our  own  organiza- 
tion some  few  folks  that  were  pilfering  after  it 
got  dark,  wc  didn't  ask  them  to  resign  and  to 
go  home  and  wipe  it  out  and  start  over  any 
more  than  we  would  any  other  citizen.  We 
placed  them  under  arrest,  stripped  them  of  their 
badges  and  gently  folded  that  iron  around  them 
in  the  facility  that  is  provided  by  law.  (Laugh- 
ter). So  I  want  to  ask  you  folks  to  bear  with 
us,  some  of  you  outsiders,  when  you  read  the 
newspapers.  Don't  think  that  the  entire  Police 
Department  is  corrupted  by  any  means.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  it  is  just  a  little  healthier. 

I  want  you  folks  to  have  a  good  time  in  this 
great  city.  You  outsiders  can  put  up  with  a 
little  bragging.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  a 
Texas  story  except  one,  about  one  of  those 
Texas  boys  overseas.  They  showed  him  that 
gigantic  volcano  spewing  out  that  lava.  They 
said,  "You  don't  have  anything  in  Texas  to 
compare  with  that,"  and  for  once  a  Texan  was 
stumped — but  only  for  a  moment.  He  said,  "No, 
sir,  we  don't,  but  we  have  a  little  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  Baytown,  Texas,  that  can  put  it  out." 
(Laughter) 

Seriously,  folks,  we  welcome  you  to  our  great 
city.  The  Mayor  spoke  of  our  beautiful  jail.  It 
is  rather  unique.  It  is  a  six-story,  air-condi- 
tioned— if  you  please — jail.  It  has  running  ice 
water.  I  told  you  that  I  didn't  check  the  net 
to  sec  if  we  had  anyone  of  you  in  there. 

One  of  the  delegates  down  here  wanted  to 
know  how  to  spell  "here."  He  had  sent  a  tele- 
gram home  and  he  said,  "Dear  Mama,  I  am 
having  a  wonderful  time.  Wish  you  were  her." 
(Laughter) . 

This  six-story,  air-conditioned  institution  that 
we  have  down  here  even  has  television  in  it. 
It  won't  bring  you  the  daily  programs.  We 
don't  hide  it.  The  Chief  back  there  in  that 
wonderful  office  that  you  folks  provided  for 


him  can  press  a  button  and  watch  the  people 
walking  down  the  hall;  he  can  watch  the  little 
boys  at  play  inside  their  cell  blocks.  It  is  very 
unique.  We  want  you  to  come  under  your  own 
power  and  visit  us  down  there  and  see.  The 
reason  for  that  is  that  it  is  the  only  jail  in  the 
United  States  that  is  equipped  that  way.  We  are 
going  to  brag  in  a  way.  Wc  sold  it  to  the  police 
officers  because  the  citizens  accused  us  of  being 
brutes.  We  sold  it  by  saying  we  want  to  pro- 
tect you  against  those  brutes.  So  now  we  can 
settle  a  considerable  amount  of  disputes  be- 
cause, when  you  call  the  Chief  and  say,  "I 
phoned  down  there  and  they  were  very  rude  to 
me,"  we  just  play  it  right  back  and  see  who 
was  rude. 

When  you  come  up  and  say,  "I  was  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct  and  I  was  gentle  as  a 
lamb  and  they  should  have  treated  me  like 
Santa  Glaus  treats  a  two-year  old;  instead  of 
that  they  shoved  me  in  the  mouth."  So  we  just 
play  that  back  and  see  how  little  Willie  looked 
at  play.  (Laughter).  It  is  a  pathetic  thing  that 
we  have  to  resort  to  mechanical  means  to  aid 
morality.  It  doesn't  look  good,  Father  Flynn, 
when  we  have  to  resort  to  mechanical  means. 

I  just  want  to  say  that  you  folks  and  the 
working  men  in  general  have  kept  producing 
these  things,  and  the  police  officer,  of  course, 
being  a  professional  snoop,  keeps  using  them. 
(Laughter)  And  I  don't  know  where  you  are 
going  to  be  able  to  hide  after  a  while  that  the 
policeman  won't  come  after  you,  unless  it's  the 
insane  asylum. 

But  I  want  to  wind  up  by  saying  I  appre- 
ciate you  folks  being  here.  You  do  have  the 
free  run  of  the  city,  of  course.  We  want  you 
to  have  a  wonderful  time.  And  if  we  can  assist 
you  and  serve  you  in  any  way,  just  remember 
that  we  are  ready,  willing  and  able  to  do  it  in 
a  courteous,  cheerful  manner. 

I  appreciate  the  great  honor  of  being  here 
with  you,  and  I  would  like  for  all  of  you  to 
come,  under  your  own  power,  and  visit  us 
down  there.  We'd  like  to  show  you  what  a 
great  and  growing  city  is  trying  to  do.  Thank 
you.  (Applause) 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Thank  you, 
Chief  Morrison.  Wc  now  have  an  old-timer. 
The  old  boy  has  been  in  Houston,  he  has  seen 
it  grow  from  a  little  mud  city  up  to  the  beau- 
tiful city  of  today.  He  has  been  the  boy  that 
has  been  the  papa  to  all  of  the  little  apprentice 
boys.  He's  in  the  women's  clubs,  he's  in  the 
Central  Labor  Union,  he's  everywhere. 
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He's  getting  old,  and  thry  say  he's  slippinR 
just  a  little  bit,  but  everywhere  I  go,  I  see  him. 
I  give  you  now  the  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Labor  Union,  George  Wilson.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  GEORGE  A.  WH.SON:  Mr. 
Chairman,  Delegates,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 
This  is  indeed  a  privilege  to  welcome  you  to 
Houston.  I  address  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Houston  Labor  movement,  which  I  consider  the 
best  in  the  South.  And  we  extend  to  you  the 
greetings  of  the  labor  movement  in  the  City 
of  Houston.  We  hope  that  during  your  deliber- 
ations here  this  time,  that  you  will  be  able  to 
improve  the  conditions  of  your  organization. 

We  are  living  in  a  fast  age,  and  I  mean  that 
we  have  to  keep  step  with  the  youth  that  is 
growing.  I  am  sure  that  these  organizations  are 
able  to  do  that.  And  the  only  thing  that  I  can 
say  is  I  wish  for  you  a  good  convention,  a  con- 
structive one,  and  let  you  know  that  you  are 
visiting  the  metropolis  of  the  South.  If  my 
office  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  during  your 
stay  here,  call  on  me,  and  I  will  do  the  best 
job  that  I  can. 

I  again  wish  you  success,  and  bring  you 
happy  greetings  of  the  City  of  Houston.  I  thank 
you.  (Applause) 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Thank  you. 
Brother  George  Wilson.  And  now  it  is  my 
pleasure.  Gentlemen,  to  tell  you  that  we  have 
another  distinguished  guest  among  us  this 
morning.  He  is  a  young  boy  who  started  his 
career  here  in  Houston,  and  then  it  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  war.  He  is  a  war  veteran,  and 
he  is  also  now  in  a  very  high  position  in  this 
great  State  of  Texas. 

I  give  you  now  the  Secretary  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  of  this  State,  Paul  Sparks.  (Ap- 
plause) 

BROTHER  PAUL  SPARKS:  Thank  you, 
Brother  Chairman.  President  McSorley,  Execu- 
tive Officers  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers,  Delegates  and  Guests:  I  think  you 
have  been  welcomed  this  morning,  but  I  take 
it  that  most  of  it  was  for  the  City  of  Houston, 
so  I'm  going  to  bring  you  the  fraternal  greet- 
ings of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  and  its 
afTiliated  unions  throughout  this  State. 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  among  you  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  hope  to  continue  throughout  the 
day,  except  that  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  I  might 
have  to  leave  this  afternoon.  I'm  going  back  to 
school.  Some  of  you  might  know,  who  came 


from  the  southern  states,  that  they  arc  holding 
a  school  for  us  over  in  Florida,  and  I'd  said 
many  months  ago  that  I  would  attend  that. 

I  would  like  to  say,  too,  that  the  welcoming 
addresses  this  morning  remind  me  of  a  story 
that  I  heard,  and  since  there  haven't  been  too 
many  told,  I  want  you  to  go  away  talking 
exactly  as  this  story  predicts. 

One  time  there  was  a  circus  that  took  over  a 
new  management — was  bought — and  in  order 
to  make  it  pay,  the  manager  decided  that  he 
would  have  the  actors  do  a  little  work  around 
the  circus.  So  he  provided  a  method  that  every- 
body would  pitch  in  and  help  feed  the  animals 
and  attend  to  the  concessions  and  so  forth,  over 
and  above  their  acting  capacity.  So  he  got 
everybody  to  work  except  the  clown. 

One  evening  he  decided  that  something  had 
to  be  done  about  this  clown,  because  every- 
body else  was  working,  and  that  wasn't  good, 
as  you  know.  So  he  decided  to  tell  him  that  he 
thought  he  ought  to  work,  and  he  did,  and  he 
said,  "Now  I  want  you  to  pick  out  something 
to  do."  So  the  clown  didn't  have  anything  to 
do,  and  he  asked  the  fellow  what  he  wanted 
him  to  do.  It  kind  of  stumped  him  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  was  busy.  He  looked  over  and  saw 
a  bunch  of  geese  over  to  one  side,  and  he 
said,  "I'll  tell  you  what  you  do,  you  take  these 
geese  every  afternoon  and  you  feed  them."  So 
the  clown  said,  "All  right." 

Next  day  he  met  the  clown  and  he  said, 
"Did  you  feed  those  geese?"  He  said,  "I  did." 
He  said,  "What  did  you  feed  them?"  The 
clown  said,  "I  fed  them  a  bunch  of  hay."  He 
said,  "Hay?  Did  they  eat  it?" 

The  clown  said,  "Well,  I  don't  know  whether 
they  did  or  not,  but  they  were  talking  like 
heck  about  it  when  I  left  them."  (Laughter) 

We'd  like  for  you  to  go  away  from  this  city 
and  this  state  talking  about  us,  that  you  have 
had  a  wonderful  time.  And  if  you  have  driven 
here  in  your  automobile,  I  would  like  you  to 
drive  back  through  as  much  of  the  State  as 
possible.  Of  course,  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
bragging  done  about  the  State  this  morning, 
and  justly  so.  We  do  feel  proud  of  it,  and  we 
are  enthusiastic  about  it.  But  there  is  one  thing 
—and  I  have  no  intention  of  toning  that  down 
whatsoever — there  is  one  thing  we  can't  brag 
about,  and  that's  our  Texas  anti-labor  laws. 
And  that  is  largely  our  fault. 

For  years  we  have  been  complacent  about 
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the  laws  that  the  Icgislatiiir  passed,  .ind  all  of 
a  sudden  a  few  years  back  we  found  ourselves 
faced  in  the  State  with  the  same  thing  that  the 
Nation  is  now  faced  with,  only  in  a  lot  of  cases 
more  vicious  laws.  We  can't  and  don't  want  to 
brag  about  them,  but  we  hope  to,  and  we  do 
promise  you  that  we  are  attempting  now  to  do 
something  about  them,  because  wc  find  that  a 
situation  such  as  this  is  contagious.  It  spreads 
to  other  states.  And  we  hope  to  modify  or 
do  away  with  those  laws  so  that  the  surround- 
ing states  or  other  states  whose  legislatures 
seem  to  think  that  something  should  be  done 
about  the  labor  movement  will  not  get  the  idea 
that  they  can  pass  the  same  thing  that  they 
have  passed  upon  us  here  in  Texas. 

\Vc  are  in  a  bad  way,  but  wc  hope  that  the 
next  time  you  come  to  Texas  in  your  conven- 
tion— we  promise  you  now  and  we  will  be  able 
to  report  to  you — that  those  laws  have  been 
stricken  from  our  books. 

I  would  like  to  say  further  that  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  of  this  Nation  should 
congratulate  the  Texas  13  local  unions  com- 
prising the  Lone  Star  Council  in  their  organi- 
zation effort.  I  think  it  speaks  wonderfully  well 
for  the  Lathers  of  this  State  to  tell  you  that 
they  are  as  highly  organized  as  any  other 
International  Union  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.  The  13 
organizations  or  local  unions  I  am  quite  sure 
can  report  to  you  that  there  are  relatively  few 
non-union  lathers  in  this  State.  And  there  are 
very  few  other  organizations  that  can  make  you 
that  report.  And  I  think  that  the  Lone  Star 
State  and  the  International  Union  should  be 
congratulated  upon  that  fine  efi'ort,  and  cer- 
tainly we  know  the  people  in  and  around 
Houston  have  played  a  big  part,  a  major  por- 
tion of  that  part,  in  bringing  this  organization 
to  the  fine  point  that  it  has. 

Even  if  there  are  a  few,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  they  haven't  met  the  standards  of  the 
Lathers'  International,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
taken  in.  And  probably  that  is  the  cause  for  the 
very  few  that  are  not  in  the  organization  today. 
And  I  want  to  say,  too,  that  any  time  and  all 
times  that  I  have  called  upon  the  Lone  Star 
Council  to  help  me —  and  it  has  been  many — 
not  once  have  they  defaulted.  They  have  al- 
ways come  through  in  fine  style,  as  I  know 
that  you  delegates  here  feel  that  the  Inter- 
national has  always. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  this  morning  to 
come  before  you,  and  I  am  very  thankful  for 
it,  and  I  hope  that  your  deliberations  here  arc 


such  that  it  will  continue  the  upward  progress 
of  the  International.  I  know  they  will  be.  But 
if  any  time  you  feel  that  the  State  organiza- 
tion of  the  Federation  of  Labor  can  help  you, 
please  call  upon  us,  and  we  will. 

I  certainly  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of 
being  here  with  you  this  morning,  and  appre- 
ciate the  invitation  to  address  you.  Thank  you 
very  much.  (Applause) 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Thank  you. 
Brother  Sparks.  We  are  now  going  to  take  a 
photograph  of  all  of  you  "Yankees"  here  tc 
put  in  the  archives  in  Austin. 

.  .  .  The  official  photograph  was  taken  .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  FAIRBANKS:  Brothers,  we 
have  one  more  speaker.  He  is  not  present  at 
this  time,  so  he  will  try  to  address  you  tomor- 
row morning  at  the  business  session.  He  is 
from  our  local  Building  Trades  Council. 
Brother  Ogden  isn't  in  the  house,  is  he?  He 
is  tied  up  on  a  little  difficulty  in  his  office  this 
morning,  and  he  is  not  here  at  the  present 
time. 

We  have  now  arrived.  Brothers,  at  the  stage 
where  again  I  want  to  introduce  a  man  now 
whom  you  all  know.  I  need  not  name  him  at 
all.  And  our  Convention  is  going  to  get  under 
way  now.  We  are  going  to  turn  the  Convention 
over  to  our  revered  President,  William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  as 
William  J.  McSorley,  General  President  of  the 
International,  assumed  the  Chair  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
Distinguished  Guests,  Fellow  Delegates,  and 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  want  to  at  this  time, 
before  calling  this  Convention  to  order,  thank 
his  Honor,  the  Mayor:  the  Chief  of  Police;  the 
Reverend  Father;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Texas  State  Federation  of  Labor,  for  their  kind 
and  courteous  welcome,  as  well  as  their  advice 
and  suggestions.  And  I  desire  to  say  in  reply 
that  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union  comes  here  for  the  purpose  of 
legislating  for  the  betterment  of  its  member- 
ship, as  well  as  the  general  labor  movement  not 
only  of  the  United  States,  but  all  over  the 
world. 

We  are  anxious  to  bring  about  a  condition 
that  means  betterment  for  all  of  the  people,  so 
as  to  abolish  all  of  those  things  that  contribute 
to  the  origination  of  Communism  and  other 
fanatical  systems  of  ideologies. 
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We  hope  (liat  when  we  have  flnishcd  our  dr- 
libcratioiis  here,  that  we  will  ha\c  caincd  your 
confidence  and  respect.  And  when  our  Con- 
vention is  finished,  we  hope  that  we  will  have 
done  something  that  will  mean  improvement  in 
the  conditions  of  the  working  men  and  women 
not  only  in  the  United  States,  and  not  only  for 
our  own  membership,  but  those  who  arc  strug- 
gling for  the  uplift  in  all  portions  of  the  world, 
and  particularly  in  the  backward  countries  of 
the  world,  where  injustice,  imposition,  exploi- 
tation, have  been  rampant,  and  which  have  been 
responsible  for  the  growth  and  spread  of  Com- 
munism all  over  the  world.  We  hope  that  we 
will  at  least  continue  to  contribute  along  the 
lines  that  will  do  something  to  prevent  our 
people  from  being  susceptible  to  those  ide- 
ologies which  in  the  end  mean  nothing  but 
enslavement  of  the  working  men  and  women. 
They  may  come  to  you,  promise  you  much, 
deliver  you  nothing,  and  in  the  end  you  are 
forced  into  a  condition  of  enslavement,  espe- 
cially the  working  classes  of  people. 


So  I  want  to  say  that  we  have  seriously 
listened  to  all  thai  you  have  said;  that  I  hope 
that  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  will  pay 
serious  consideration  to  it,  and  I  am  sure  they 
will. 

With  those  few  remarks  and  a  thank  you  for 
your  kind  addresses  of  welcome,  I  will  now 
declare  this  Convention  open  for  such  business 
as  may  properly  come  before  it.  The  Conven- 
tion is  now  open. 

The  first  order  of  business  is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Crcdentiab.  I  understand 
that  the  Committee  on  Credentials  has  a  par- 
tial report  to  make.  Secretary  Rodier  of  the 
Committee. 

BROTHER  LOUIS  RODIER  (Credentials 
Committee):  This  is  a  partial  report  that  we 
have  here  of  all  the  delegates  who  have  regis- 
tered up  till  six  o'clock  last  night.  And  the  ones 
that  are  registering  today  will  be  reported  at 
the  next  meeting. 


Local    City  Delegate 


1 

Columbus,  Ohio  

 R.  E.  Stuart 

2 

Cleveland,  Ohio  

.  .  .J.  E.  Ferguson 

5 

Detroit,  Mich  

 R.  Wetzel 

6 

Queens  County,  N.  Y. . 

 Wm.  Cohen 

8 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  

.  E.  E.  Weichman 

9 

 E.  J.  Cale 

10 

Milwaukee,  Wis  

.  .  .  .  M.  J.  Moran 

C.  E. 

Duerr,  Alternate 

11 

Norfolk,  Va  

 A.  Graham 

12 

Duluth,  Minn  

.  .C.  T.  Peterson 

14 

Rochester,  N.  Y  

.  .J.  E.  Ferguson 

17 

Savannah,  Ga  

H.  Williams 

18 

 R.  Garrett 

19 

Joliet,  111  

 E.  Johnston 

20 

Springfield,  111  

 L.  Rodier 

24 

Toledo,  Ohio  

,  .   E.  VanderhofF 

25 

Springfield,  Mass  

.  .R.  J.  LaValley 

26 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla 

.  .  .  .  O.  Jones,  Sr. 

27 

28 

Youngstown,  Ohio.  .  .  . 

.  . .  .R.  Mosgrove 

30 

Dayton,  Ohio  

, .  .J.  U.  DeBrosse 

31 

 A.  Paille 

32 

BufTalo,  N.  Y  

 S.  G.  Hoppel 

33 

Pittsburgh,  Pa  

 L.  H.  Bage 

34 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind  

. .  .G.  H.  Hallock 

36 

Peoria,  111  

.  .  .  R.  K.  Lowder 

39 

Indianapolis,  Ind  

A.  M.  Kunkle 

40 

M.  Hibbard 

42 

Los  Angeles,  Calif  

, .  .C.  J.  Haggerty 

42a 

Los  Angeles,  Calif  

.  .  .  A.  J.  Flanders 

Local    City  Delegate 


New  York,  N.  Y  

,  .W.  M.  Matthews 

H.  A 

.  Birney,  Alternate 

47 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  

.  .  .  .C.  C.  Murray 

48 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo  O.  L.  Freed 

51 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. .  . 

C.  M.  Bongiovanni 

52 

Utica,  New  York.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  F.  Percacciante 

53 

Philadelphia,  Pa  

 L.  Brodeur 

J-  R 

.  Shane,  Alternate 

54 

57 

Binghamton,  N.  Y. .  .  . 

 D.  Braman 

59 

62 

New  Orleans,  La  

 F.  Brocker 

63 

Richmond,  Va  

.H.  G.  Gibson,  Jr. 

64 

E.  St.  Louis,  111  

 F.  J.  Wilbert 

W.  P.  Horstman,  Alternate 

65 

San  Francisco,  Calif.. 

 J.  F.  Healy 

B.  E.  Thompson,  Alternate 

67 

Hudson  County,  N.  J 

68 

Denver,  Colo  

 D.  A.  Richter 

71 

72 

Boston,  Mass  

. .  .  J.  L.  Coullahan 

73 

St.  Louis,  Mo  

 H.  J.  Hagen 

74 

Chicago,  111  

 D.  A.  McVey 

J.  J. 

Stevens,  Alternate 

75 

 J.  P.  Boyd 

76 

Sharon,  Pa  

B.  H.  Goodall,  Jr. 

79 

Worcester,  Mass  

 H.  L.  Pepin 

80 

.  .  .C.  W.  Shetterly 

81 

Pasadena,  Calif  

.  .  .  .W.  B.  Conklin 

83 

Fresno,  Calif  

 M.  J.  Fitch 

Local    City  Delegate 

87    Reading,  Pa  H.  D.  Rrubaker 

90    Lawrence,  Mass  J.  Somerset 

97  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada.  .H.  V.  Rinneard 

VV.  J.  Johnston,  Alternate 

98  Stockton,  Calif  N.  Alexander 

103  Chicago  His.,  Ill  G.  F.  Michael 

B.  W.  Franzman,  Alternate 

104  Seattle,  Wash  A.  M.  Sherwood 

106  Plainficld,  N.  J  H.  O.  Lynn 

107  Hammond,  Ind  J.  R.  Marzs,  Alt. 

109  Sacramento,  Calif  R.  H.  Worthy 

110  Kankakee,  111  A.  Papineau 

113  Sioux  City,  la  R.  Hall 

114  Rockford,  111  J-  Giesey 

120  Schenectady,  N.  Y  A.  Dinsmore 

121  Aurora,  111  W.  J.  Tyma,  Alt. 

123    Brockton,  Mass  J.  F.  Tobin 

126  Canton,  Ohio  R-  Walter 

127  El  Paso,  Texas  C.  Knight 

136  Omaha,  Nebraska  L.  A.  Porter,  Jr. 

137  Portland,  Maine  G.  E.  Bergh 

1 39  Fall  River,  Mass  A.  Bernier 

140  Dallas,  Tex  E.  R.  GofF 

142  Waltham,  Mass  F.  C.  Burke 

143  Paterson,  N.  J  S.  Maso 

144  San  Jose,  Calif  S.  P.  Robinson 

145  Hamilton,  Ont.  Canada  E.  Dunn 

147    Winnipeg,  Man.,  Canada.  .  .  .F.  Schindel 

151  Syracuse,  N.  Y  B.  R.  Furze 

152  White  Plains,  N.  Y  A.  A.  Pelletier 

155  Tacoma,  Wash  L.  P.  Randall 

156  Chico,  Calif  W.  F.  Emery 

161    Lincoln,  Neb  H.Snyder 

166    Albany,  N.  Y  A.  W.  Clother 

169    Enid,  Okla  R-  Brooks 

171  Lorain,  Ohio  G.  Malone 

W.  S.  Limes,  Alternate 

172  Long  Beach,  Calif  C.  B.  Gariss 

176    Pittsfield,  Mass  L-  H.  Stone 

1 85    Wichita,  Kansas  L.  S.  Houston 

C.  Lyons,  Alternate 

190    Minneapolis,  Minn  D-  Roe 

197    Rock  Island,  111  R-  L-  Daley 

202  Champaign,  111  O.  E.  Roberts 

203  Springfield,  Mo  O.  Miller 

209    LaSalle,  111  L-  B.  Liesse 

214    Tampa,  Fla  J-  L-  Johnson 

216  Mobile,  Ala  L.  F.  Dickson 

217  Williamsport,  Pa  G.  E.  Betts 

222    Danville,  111.   M.  W.  Baughman 

224    Houston,  Texas  W.  H.  Palmer 

W.  G.  Allen,  Alternate 

226    Yonkers,  N.  Y  J.  J.  Langan 

228    Tulsa,  Okla  J-  G.  Garrison 

230    Fort  Worth,  Texas  B.  B.  Lindsay 


Local    City  Delegate 

235  Daytona  Beach,  Fla  G.  A.  Browcr 

238  Albuquerque,  N.  M  E.  E.  Wehling 

240  Montgomery,  Ala  N.  Percival 

243  Santa  Rosa,  Calif  A.  L.  Fautley 

244  Brooklyn,  Kings  County,  N.  Y..  .S.  Stone 

246  Lowell,  Mass.  D.  J.  Chaput 

250  Morristown,  N.  J  D.  J.  Miller 

252  San  Bernardino,  Calif  I.  L.  Buck 

254  New  Bedford,  Mass  R.  E.  LaPlante 

255  Knoxville,  Tenn  C.  Courtney 

262  Nashville,  Tenn  G.C.Taylor 

263  New  Brighton,  Pa  H.  G.  Eiler 

277  Huntington,  W.  Va  G.  W.  Wheatlcy 

P.  A.  Brock,  Alternate 

278  San  Mateo,  Calif  E.  H.  Halverson 

281    Boise,  Idaho  H.  Hoover 

292    Charleston,  W.  Va  H.  W.  Williams 

300    Bakersfield,  Calif  C.  H.  Collins 

302  Vallejo,  Calif  G.  Carlquist 

303  Centralia,  111  C.  C.  Seats 

311  Amarillo,  Texas  O.  F.  Teed 

313  Columbia,  Mo  D.  Saville 

315  Montreal,  Que.,  Canada.  .  .  .F.  J.  Horan 

328  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  A.  B.  Darling 

344  Lafayette,  Ind  H.  E.  Harrington 

345  Miami,  Fla  J.  E.  Sloan 

350    Portsmouth,  Ohio  F.  A.  Kline 

359  Providence,  R.I  R.  H.  McHale 

360  London,  Ont.,  Canada  T.  Saddler 

364    Waco,  Texas  F.  E.  Bundy 

366    San  Pedro,  Calif  E.  O.  Dunkin 

374    Phoenix,  Ariz  F.  H.  Martin 

378  Marion,  111  A.  D.  O'Neil 

379  Santa  Barbara,  Calif  A.  K.  Johnston 

380  Salem,  Oregon  R.  Comstock 

383  Flint,  Michigan  K.  Cushman 

386  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y  W.  Hignight 

392  Elmira,  N.  Y  H.  Warren 

395  Warren,  Ohio  J.  BarnofT 

413  Norwalk,  Conn  E.  Irish 

415  Vancouver,  Wash  C.V.Gates 

416  Beaumont,  Texas  W.  M.  Fishero 

422  Battle  Creek,  Mich  F.  R.  Venton 

423  Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada.  .N.  N.  Guilbeault 

424  Lubbock,  Texas  J.  Goodgion 

T.  M.  Jones,  Alternate 

429    Harrisburg,  Pa  W.  E.  Albright 

435    Shreveport,  La  R.  Johnson 

439  Windsor,  Ont.,  Canada.  .  .E.  J.  Cardinal 

440  Santa  Ana,  Calif  T.  L.  Byrd 

446    Elgin,  111  A.  Sederstram 

449    Visalia,  Calif  M.  C.  C.  Cox 

451    Charlotte,  N.  C  B.  L.  Henry 

454  Palm  Springs,  Calif  L.  J.  Wiswcll 

455  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla  F.  J.  Allen 
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Local    City  Delegate 

460    Ventura,  Calif  R.  I-  H.  Bcnncr,  Jr. 

480    Las  Vegas,  Ncv  R.  W.  Sion 

483    St.  Paul,  Minn  L.  PcfFer 

485  Jackson,  Miss  A.  M.  Hatten 

486  Columbus,  Ca  CI.  Dukes 

487  Redding,  Calif  C.  M.  Titmus 

488  IVnsaiola,  Fla  R.  Fair 

489  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  C.  ii.  Culver 

492    Philadelphia,  Pa  E.  G.  Mars 

494    St.  Louis,  Mo  J.  O.  Hahn 

C.  H.  Dotson,  Alternate 

498  Johnson  City,  Tcnn  C.  W.  Furchcs 

499  Newburgh,  N.  Y  II.  Mills 

500  Lafayette,  La  A.  A.  Mouton 

503    Wilmington,  N.  C  A.  B.  Smith 

505    Detroit,  Mich  H.  Pingston 

514    Alexandria,  La  D.  L.  Evans 

518  Pasco,  Wash  W.  J.  Walker,  Jr. 

519  Minot,  N.  D  M.  C.  Munger 

523  El  Centro,  Calif  L.  E.  Bain 

524  Roswell,  N.  M  L.  J.  Bowers 

525  Eau  Clair,  Wis  H.  Robinson 

526  Biloxi,  Miss  C.  Checkley 

531    Halifax,  N.  S  H.  S.  Brannon 

That's  all  the  delegates  from  the  Locals. 

Now  we  have  the  District  and  State  Councils. 

Badger  State  Council  E.  F.  Brasch 

Buckeye  State  Council  C.  Keeler 

California  State  Council  N.  Donnelly 

Capitol  District  Council  C.  Geiger 

Central  New  Jersey  District 

Council  J.  F.  Singleton 

Central  New  York  District  Council.  .J.  Bowser 
Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  & 

Vicinity  District  Council  N.  B.  Smith 

Golden  Gate  District  Council.  .  .J.  A.  McGuire 
Greater  Boston  District  Council.  .L.  Robichaud 
Greater  New  York-Long  Island  District 

Council   F.  Robinson 

Greater  St.  Louis  &  Vicinity  District 

Council   T.  J.  Fredrickson 

Hudson  Valley  District  Council  J.  Lennox 

Illinois  State  Council  G.  T.  Moore 

E.  J.  McMahon,  Alternate 

Inter-Provincial  Council  H.  R.  Weller 

G.  M.  Morrice,  Alternate 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  J.  E.  Parker 

Lone  Star  State  Council  T.  G.  Bundy 

Massachusetts  State  Council  J.  P.  Cook 

Mississippi  Valley  District  Council. H.  Baldwin 

New  Jersey  State  Council  P.  W.  Mullane 

New  York  State  Council  J.  M.  Kioes 

B.  J.  Dillon,  Alternate 

North  Carolina  State  Council  J.  A.  Henry 

Northern  New  Jersey  District  Council .  E.  Maso 


Rocky  MoMiilaiii  D.  C  H.  F,.  Boylcs 

.Southern  California  District 

Council   L.  A.  Mashburn 

Southern  Ohio  District  Council  W.  Evans 

Tristate  District  Council  C.  W.  King 

Volunteer  State  Council  of 

Tennessee   L.  F.  Shipman 

Washington  &  Oregon  State 

Council   W.  Turner 

Westchester  District  Council...  H.  C.  Spillane 
J.  T.  Tierney,  Alternate 
Western  New  York  District 

Council  W.  E.  O'Connor 

West  Penn  District  Council  J.  B.  Rairigh 

That  concludes  our  partial  report,  submitted 
by  your  Committee  on  Credentials: 

Local    20  Louis  Rodier,  Chairman 

Local     10  M.  J.  Moran 

Local      5  R.  A.  Wetzel 

Local    64  F.  J.  Wilbert 

Local  143  Sal  Maso 

Local  260  W.  R.  Bakeman 

Local  386  Walter  Hignight 

Local  392  Henry  Warren 

Local  224  W.  H.  Palmer 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  J.  E.  Parker 

Local    26  O.  Jones,  Sr. 

Local    28  R.  Mosgrove 

Local    29  H.  H.  Burk 

Local    31  A.  Paille 

Local    34  G.  H.  Hallock 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  the  adoption  of 
the  partial  report  of  the  committee. 

BROTHER  E.  CONRAD  (Local  99):  I 
didn't  hear  my  name  called. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  shows  here 
that  you  had  not  registered  up  until  six 
o'clock,  or  deposited  your  credentials  with  the 
Secretary. 

BROTHER  CONRAD:  I  don't  quite  under- 
stand that.  I  registered  yesterday  morning. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Did  you  give 
your  credentials? 

BROTHER  CONRAD:  I  showed  them  the 
credentials. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  you  showed 
your  credentials,  it  will  be  in  this  afternoon. 

BROTHER  CONRAD:  I  have  the  creden- 
tials in  my  pocket. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  didn't  put 
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it  in?  That's  tlic  reason  you're  not  registered. 
BROTHER  CONRAD.  Ves,  I  put  it  in. 

BROTHER  M.  A.  RIZZO  (Local  No.  308): 
My  credential  was  in  at  one-thirty  yesterday 
afternoon,  Mr.  Chairman. 

BROTHER  RODIER.  They  must  have 
skipped  you.  It's  not  here. 

BROTHER  RIZZO:  Will  you  have  that 
checked  ? 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Yes. 

BROTHER  A.  \V.  RUBLE  (Local  131):  My 
name  wasn't  called. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  When  did  you  reg- 
ister your  credentials  with  the  Secretary? 

BROTHER  RUBLE:  About  two-thirty  yes- 
terday afternoon. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  We  never  had  it  last 
night. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  will  be 
corrected  in  the  additional  report. 

BROTHER  A.  M.  KUNKLE  (Local  39): 
You  have  me  registered,  but  the  name  is 
confused.  K-u-n-k-l-e. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Yes,  your  name  was 
called. 

BROTHER  C.  W.  FURCHIS  (Local  No.  498): 
I  was  registered  under  another  name. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Is  that  right? 

BROTHER  FURCHIS:  F-u-r-c-h-i-s. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  correction 
will  be  made. 

BROTHER  D.  L.  Evans  (Local  514):  I 
didn't  hear  my  name  called. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Your  name  was 
called. 

BROTHER  EVANS:  I  never  heard  it. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Have  you  reg- 
istered ? 

BROTHER  EVANS:  Right. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Isn't  that  the 
credentials  you  have  in  your  hand  ? 

BROTHER  EVANS:  They  are  stamped.  I 
have  already  registered. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Your  name  was 
called,  Evans. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  .Ml  those  who 
have  not  been  called  out  or  included  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  will  be 
in  the  next  report  that  will  be  made  by  the 
Credentials  Committee. 

Now,  the  motion  is  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  committee  and  seat  the  delegates  as  re- 
ported by  the  Credentials  Committee  as  being 
entitled  to  seats.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Question 
called.) 

All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  con- 
sent by  saying  "aye."  Contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered,  and  the  delegates 
are  seated. 

I  would  like  at  this  time  to  appoint  the 
Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  who  are  to 
draw  up  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
convention.  The  committee  consists  of: 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  ORDER 


J.  Earl  Ferguson,  Chairman  Local  2 

C.  T.  Peterson  Local  12 

H.  J.  Karius  Local  4 

C.  C.  Taylor  Local  262 

H.  C.  Eiler  Local  263 

R.  R.  Brown  Local  295 

Elmer  Mars   Local  492 

R.  L,  Daley  Local  197 

F.  Robinson,  Greater  N.Y.-L.I.  District  Council 
H.  Baldwin,  Mississippi  Valley  District  Council 

J.  R.  Davis  Local  7 

R.  E.  Stuart  Local  1 

E.  E.  Weichman  Local  8 

Robert  Garrett  Local  18 

R.  J.  LaValley  Local  25 


I  wish  the  chairman  of  the  committee  would 
come  up  here — Ferguson — and  get  these  notes, 
and  get  this  committee  together  in  order  to 
draw  up  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
convention,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  make 
a  report  at  the  next  session. 

The  rest  of  the  committees  will  be  appointed 
upon  the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the 
Credentials  Committee,  which  we  expect  at  the 
next  session. 

I  understand  now  that  the  Local  Commit- 
tee has  an  announcement  to  make  in  reference 
to  the  activities  for  this  afternoon.  I  under- 
stand they  have  arranged  some  entertainment 
or  something  that  will  take  up  the  balance  of 
the  afternoon. 

Is  Brother  Bundy  in  the  hall? 
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BROTHER  BUNDY:  All  of  you  have  Iht-sr 
programs.  What  I  want  to  announce  is  the 
tour  this  afternoon  to  the  Battlegrounds.  Now, 
I  want  all  of  you  to  conic  that  can,  because 
1  am  sure  you  will  enjoy  it.  The  buses  will  load 
beginning  at  one  o'clock,  in  front  of  the  hotel, 
and  you  will  get  your  tickets  to  these  functions 
as  you  get  on  the  bus. 

Now,  we  will  have  people  at  the  Battle- 
grounds. Those  of  you  who  don't  get  your 
tickets- — they  will  give  them  to  you  down 
there.  We  hope  you  are  going  to  give  us  your 
cooperation  in  loading,  because  it  is  a  large 
movement  and  it  will  take  time.  It  will  take 
about  three  hours  to  make  the  tour,  possibly 
longer,  and  those  of  you  that  are  wearing 
boots,  you'd  better  put  on  low-heeled  shoes, 
because  you  have  got  a  lot  of  walking. 

That's  about  all,  except  that  I  have  been 
asked  to  announce  that  there  will  be  in  this 
hall  tonight,  at  eight  o'clock,  a  general  caucus. 

I  think  that's  all  I  have  to  say. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  hour  of  ad- 
journment having  arrived,  are  there  any  further 
announcements?  Have  you  got  anything 
further? 


.  .  .  Further  aiinounccnirnts  .  .  . 

SECRETARY  TERRY  FORD:  I  have  a 
telegram,  Mac. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Read  it. 

SECRETARY  FORD: 
"Seattle,  Washington. 

"Terry  Ford,  Lathers  International  Union, 
Rice  Hotel,  Houston. 

"Permit  us  to  convey  our  greetings  to  your 
members  on  the  occasion  of  your  21st  con- 
vention and  our  hearty  good  wishes  for  a 
successful  meeting. 

"Plastering  Industries,  Charles  F.  Clay, 
Editor." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  will  be  incorporated  in  the 
record  of  the  convention.  Hearing  none,  it  will 
be  so  ordered. 

Are  there  any  further  announcements?  Any 
further  communications?  If  not,  the  conven- 
tion will  stand  adjourned  until  tomorrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  eleven-thirty 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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General  President's  Report 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to 
the  Twenty-First  Convention  of  the 
\\  oo(L  W  ire  and  Metal  Lathers''  Inter- 
national Union,  in  convention  assem- 
bled:  Brothers: 

It  is  witli  a  feeling  of  privilege  and  pleasure 
that  I  welcome  you  to  this,  our  twenty-first 
convention,  marking  as  it  does  the  fifty-third 
year  of  our  organization's  existence. 

History  ;in<.l  memory  reminds  me  of  the  con- 
ditions that  existed  in  the  Lathing  industry 
some  forty-eight  years  ago  when  I  first  took 
over  the  presidency  of  our  International  Union 
and  from  a  very  mediocre  beginning,  both  our 
organization  and  our  industry  have  rapidly  ex- 
panded. The  condition  of  our  trade  and  our 
industry  in  general  has  been  greatly  improved 
during  that  time.  We  have  been  privileged  to 
occupy  a  very  important  place  in  the  American 
trade  union  movement,  especially  as  it  applies 
to  the  building  and  construction  trades  organi- 
zations. During  the  last  three  years  we  have 
been  subject  to  the  onslaughts  of  several  organi- 
zations that  arc  attempting  to  industrialize  the 
entire  building  industry  by  their  encroachments 
upon  the  rights  and  jurisdictional  claims  of 
several  organizations  which  have  had  their 
jurisdictional  claims  granted  to  them  by  the 
.American  Federation  of  Labor  more  than  fifty 
years  ago. 

Over  the  past  fifty  years  we  have  been  suc- 
cessful as  an  organization  in  fighting  off  the  en- 
croachments of  some  of  these  same  organizations 
and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  incoming  ofTicers 
of  our  organization  will  continue  to  be  able  to 
fight  off  these  encroachments  which  have  been 
militating  during  the  past  three  years  against 
our  trade  with  the  aid  and  consent  of  the 
National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of  Ju- 
risdictional Disputes.  Reference  to  this  subject 
matter  will  be  made  further  on  in  this  report 
as  well  as  in  the  report  of  the  General  Execu- 
tive Council. 

I  assure  you  that  it  is  with  a  sense  of  satis- 
faction that  I  am  able  to  report  to  you  that  the 
condition  of  our  International  Union  has  pro- 
gressed during  these  last  three  years  both  in 


regard  to  our  financial  condition  as  well  as  a 
substantial  increase  in  our  membership.  It  is 
pleasing  for  me  to  report  to  you  that  the  vol- 
ume of  business  transacted  by  the  International 
Union  during  the  past  three-year  period  has 
amounted  to  $992,736.92.  This  accomplishment 
over  this  period  is  more  impressive  when  we 
take  into  consideration  that  there  are  no  out- 
standing sizeable  obligations  against  the  Inter- 
national Union.  All  of  our  obligations  have 
been  met  and  the  International  Union  has  on 
hand,  real  estate,  bonds,  cash  and  other  assets 
totaling  $632,293.68,  all  of  which  speaks  very 
well  for  the  success  of  our  International  Union 
during  the  past  three  years.  I  assure  you  that 
the  same  is  most  pleasing  to  your  General 
President,  especially  so,  when  I  realize  that 
when  I  first  took  over  the  reins  as  President  of 
the  International  Union  forty-eight  years  ago, 
our  total  cash  and  other  assets  amounted  to 
$1,183.00.  This,  I  think,  clearly  demonstrates 
the  kind  of  progress  that  our  organization  has 
made  during  its  existence  as  well  as  to  demon- 
strate the  results  of  the  interest  and  activities 
of  our  membership  under  our  system  of  free 
enterprise. 

Personally,  I  think  that  the  delegates  to  this 
Convention  representing  our  membership  from 
all  sections  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
as  well  as  Alaska  and  Hawaii  should  keep  in 
mind  the  serious  danger  that  confronts  our 
countries  and  our  democratic  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  freedom.  Our  countries  today  are  in 
the  throes  of  a  world-wide  battle  against  the 
spread  of  Communism,  and  our  International 
Union  is  engaged  in  this  movement  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  which  organiza- 
tion is  doing  a  wonderful  job  of  trade  union 
work  by  alerting  the  working  people  of  coun- 
tries all  over  the  world  as  to  the  benefits 
derived  from  trade  union  organization  in  the 
way  of  increased  standards  of  working  and 
living  conditions.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
proper  approach  to  the  question  of  Commu- 
nism the  world  over  as  it  will  be  only  through 
such  an  approach  that  misery,  ignorance,  and 
poverty  will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  in  all  of 
the  backward  countries  of  the  world. 

Communism  only  flourishes  where  there  is 
illiteracy,  poverty  and  misery  existing.  We  can. 
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by  organizing  the  working  men  and  women  in 
all  of  these  countries,  including  our  own  coun- 
tries, eliminate  this  to  a  great  extent,  by  raising 
the  standards  of  working  and  living  conditions 
so  that  the  workers  the  world  over  will  have  a 
higher  and  better  purchasing  power.  It  is  only 
by  this  method  that  working  people  can  live 
decently  and  educate  their  children.  High  pur- 
chasing power  insures  high  consuming  power 
and  high  consuming  power  creates  the  need  for 
greater  production.  Greater  production  creates 
wider  and  greater  employment  opportunities 
which  in  the  end  means  that  where  men  and 
women  workers  who  are  steadily  employed  at 
fair  wages  which  in  turn  makes  for  a  happy, 
peaceful  contented  people  who  are  not  suscep- 
tible to  Communism  or  any  other  "ism"  or 
fanatical  ideology  which  promises  much,  but 
delivers  nothing  but  enslavement  to  the  work- 
ing men  and  women  wherever  it  is  attempted 
to  be  put  into  efTect.  I  would  advise  our  mem- 
bership to  be  alerted  against  any  attempts  to 
preach  the  doctrine  of  Communism  or  any 
other  form  of  totalitarianism  in  our  local  unions 
if  they  value  the  liberty  and  freedom  that  is 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

ORGANIZING 

Since  our  last  convention  we  had  out  on  the 
road  at  difTerent  times  some  seventeen  organ- 
izers working  in  behalf  of  the  International 
Union  in  difTerent  sections  of  the  country.  These 
organizers  spent  a  great  deal  of  their  time  ad- 
justing diflferences  between  our  local  unions 
and  our  membership,  as  well  as  attempting  to 
straighten  out  many  jurisdictional  squabbles 
between  our  unions  and  other  organizations 
throughout  the  country. 

As  a  result  of  these  efTorts  upon  the  part  of 
our  organizers,  there  was  a  total  of  4,345  mem- 
bers enrolled  since  our  last  convention  and  a 
total  of  1,236  members  re-instated.  As  a  result 
of  this  work,  the  total  number  of  both  new  and 
re-instated  members  since  our  last  convention 
has  been  5,581  as  against  1,215  suspensions  for 
all  causes.  The  average  membership  of  our 
organization  as  of  July  31,  1952,  was  14,937 
members  as  compared  to  11,977  reported  at  the 
20th  Convention,  or  as  of  July  31,  1949,  show- 
ing an  average  increase  of  2,960. 

Further,  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  organ- 
izers, there  was  a  total  of  seventeen  new  locals 
chartered  and  fifteen  were  re-instated  during 
the  past  three  years.  There  was  also  a  total  of 


nine  local  utiions  disbanded  during  the  same 
period.  There  were  also  organized  four  new 
District  Councils  with  one  Council  disbanded. 
There  is  at  the  present  time  a  total  of  298 
locals  and  48  councils  showing  a  total  average 
membership  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  1950  of 
13,163;  for  the  fiscal  year  1951,  14,659  and 
for  the  fiscal  year  1952,  14,937.  The  report  of 
the  General  Secretary  Treasurer  shows  at  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31,  1952,  a 
l)nlnnre  in  the  organizing  fund  of  $74,591.52. 

TRANSFERS 

I  desire  to  again  call  attention  to  the  mem- 
bership of  our  affiliated  local  unions  to  the 
effect  that  the  transfer  system  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union  is  the  basic  principle  upon  which 
the  International  Union  was  established.  While 
we  have  been  fortunate  during  the  past  three 
years  in  having  received  only  a  very  few  com- 
plaints of  our  local  unions  attempting  to  refuse 
clear  transfers,  we  desire  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  our  local  unions  that 
under  no  consideration  can  the  International 
Union  afford  to  recognize  or  tolerate  any  viola- 
tions of  the  transfer  law  especially  as  it  applies 
to  the  refusal  of  clear  transfers  of  the  members 
coming  into  the  different  localities. 

APPRENTICES 

During  the  past  three  years  there  was  a 
total  of  2,139  apprentices  indentured  by  the 
International  Union.  There  is  now  a  total  of 
1,992  serving  their  apprenticeship  as  against 
1,822  serving  at  the  time  of  our  last  Conven- 
tion. There  were  309  cancellations  during  the 
last  three  years  and  one  revocation. 

There  was  a  total  of  4,436  APPRENTICE 
TRAINING  MANUALS  and  Craft  Problems 
and  Reference  Books  sold  and  distributed  since 
the  International  Union  took  over  the  sale  of 
these  books  on  September  1,  1947.  These  books 
are  used  in  all  sections  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  for  the  purpose  of  training  our  appren- 
tice boys  to  become  better  and  more  proficient 
mechanics. 

The  authors  of  both  these  books  are  members 
of  our  International  Union  and  are  well  known 
among  our  membership,  namely.  Brothers 
Percy  Satterlee  and  Harry  Hagen. 

PUBLIC  HOUSING 

The  Housing  Act  of  1949  passed  by  Congress 
authorized   the   construction  over   a  six-year 
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period  of  1155,000  units  annually  of  public- 
aided  low-rent  housing  for  low  income  families 
and  presented  what  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  believed  at  that  time  to  be  a  notable  vic- 
tory which  had  been  fought  for  over  a  period 
of  several  years.  This  fight  for  public  housing 
was  also  supported  by  many  other  organizations 
interested  in  assuring  good  housing  for  all 
families. 

No  sooner  was  this  law  placed  on  the  statute 
books  than  the  real  estate  and  home  building 
interests  organized  to  prevent  the  local  com- 
munities from  putting  the  law  into  effect  by 
having  enacted  in  the  state  legislatures  and  city 
councils  around  the  country  legislation  that 
made  it  necessary  to  secure  a  referendum  vote 
to  acquire  their  building  low-cost  housing  proj- 
ects. This  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemies 
of  the  housing  program  was  successful  in  a 
great  many  localities  in  preventing  the  acquir- 
ing of  land  or  of  getting  the  consent  of  the 
community  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  low- 
cost  housing  projects.  Referendum  votes  of  this 
kind  were  advocated  in  forty  different  cities 
after  which  Congress  was  practically  compelled 
to  pass  an  amendment  which  provided  for  some 
35,000  units  per  year  and  this  was  limited  to 
one  year  only.  So,  it  will  again  be  necessary  for 
the  American  Federation  of  Ijabor  Committee 
to  take  up  a  new  amendment  to  these  bills  and 
endeavor  to  have  it  passed  by  Congress.  It  will 
be  again  necessary  for  our  membership  to  con- 
tact their  Congressmen  and  Senators  to  act 
favorably  upon  any  new  bill  which  is  intro- 
duced and  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  con- 
struction of  decent  housing  facilities  for  the 
low-income  groups  throughout  this  country,  as, 
from  the  existing  conditions,  it  can  be  readily 
realized  by  any  one  who  has  any  desire  to 
acquire  the  facts  that  there  is  a  greater  neces- 
sity today  for  low-income  housing  facilities  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  this  country.  I 
would,  therefore,  recommend  that  our  local 
unions  take  an  interest  in  advocating  this  in- 
creased housing  program  during  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress  by  petitioning  their  Congress- 
men and  Senators  along  this  line. 

WAGE  STABILIZATION 

During  the  past  year  the  wage  policy  of  the 
Construction  Commission  has  been  altered  to 
keep  pace  with  the  changes  in  wage  stabiliza- 
tion rules  for  other  industries. 

The  new  policy  for  the  construction  industry 
permits  cost-of-living  wage  increases  of  10  per- 
cent plus  15  cents  per  hour;  also,  in  addition 


employer  contributions  up  to  and  including  7J/a 
cents  per  hour  to  health  and  welfare  fund 
are  permitted. 

Requests  for  approval  of  wage  increases  and 
health  and  welfare  contributions  in  excess  of 
the  policy  limit  require  specific  approval  of  the 
Wage  Stabilization  Board. 

We  would  like  to  advise  our  local  unions 
when  making  application  for  wage  increases 
that  they  secure  the  proper  application  blanks 
and  see  that  they  are  filled  out  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  contained  therein  and,  if 
this  is  done  at  the  start,  it  will  facilitate  action 
by  the  Commission  and  bring  about  decisions 
upon  the  same  much  more  rapidly. 

JURISDICTIONAL  DISPUTES 

During  the  past  three  years  our  organization 
has  been  subjected  to  quite  a  large  volume  of 
jurisdictional  controversies  with  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers,  the  Iron  Workers,  the  Carpen- 
ters and  in  some  cases  with  the  Plasterers. 
Most  of  these  disputes  have  originated  between 
our  organization  and  the  first  three  above- 
named  organizations. 

Our  jurisdictional  dispute  with  the  Plasterers 
has  been  principally  because  of  the  agreement 
existing  between  the  Operating  Plasterers  and 
Cement  Masons  International  Association  and 
our  organization.  These  disputes  with  the  plas- 
terers are  caused  by  the  violation  of  our  agree- 
ment with  that  organization  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  corner  beads  on  horizontal  beams 
and  angles  which  under  terms  of  the  agreement 
are  prohibited. 

Our  disputes  with  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers 
International  Association  is  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  light  iron  furring  in  the  form  of 
aluminum  tees  to  carry  perforated  sanacoustical 
tile  and  other  forms  of  tile  systems. 

Our  jurisdictional  dispute  with  the  Carpen- 
ters is  in  reference  to  light  iron  furring  that  is 
used  in  the  form  of  nail-lock  systems  to  which 
plaster  boards  of  different  types  are  applied 
and  which  act  as  a  base  for  acoustical  tile.  We 
are  also  involved  in  a  jurisdictional  dispute  in 
reference  to  the  interpretation  of  our  agree- 
ment entered  into  May  10,  1950.  This  dispute 
has  been  due  to  the  different  interpretations 
placed  upon  certain  clauses  of  this  agreement 
by  both  sides. 

Our  dispute  with  the  Iron  Workers  is  mainly 
over  the  question  of  paper-backed  Steeltex  floor 
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lalli  and  light  iron  furring.  A  decision  u|)on 
this  wc  claim  has  been  published  in  the  Green 
Book  in  the  proximity  of  twenty-three  years 
and  which  decision  we  claim  has  been  mis- 
interpreted hy  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
jurisdictional  set-uj). 

It  is  not  my  intention  in  this  report  to  at- 
tempt to  elaborate  upon  these  difTerent  jurisdic- 
tional disputes  with  these  other  trades  as  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  less  these  disputes  are 
publicized  the  more  easy  and  reasonable  will 
be  our  attempts  to  bring  about  adjustment  that 
will  be  satisfactory  to  our  organization  as  well 
as  to  the  other  side. 

Our  International  Union  has  always  con- 
tended that  in  accordance  with  the  basic  agree- 
ment entered  into  by  the  Building  Trades  De- 
partment and  the  Contractors  Association  that 
the  decisions  and  agreements  set  forth  in  the 
Green  book  would  be  held  inviolate,  but  we 
have  found  that  this  part  of  the  agreement  with 
the  contractors  and  the  Department  became 
subject  to  repeated  violations  by  the  rendering 
of  spot  decisions  that  were  illegal  and  abso- 
lutely in  conflict  with  the  decisions  already  set 
forth  in  the  Green  Book. 

As  a  result  of  some  of  these  job  interpreta- 
tions of  the  decisions  contained  in  the  Green 
Book  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  our  Interna- 
tional Executive  Council  has  been  compelled  to 
notify  the  Board  of  Trustees  that  we  would  not 
comply  with  any  of  these  decisions  that  were 
in  violation  of  these  agreements  and  decisions 
set  forth  as  agreements  and  decisions  of  record 
in  the  Green  Book.  Our  Executive  Council  has 
instructed  the  undersigned  to  notify  the  Na- 
tional Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of  Juris- 
dictional Disputes  through  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees that  we  would  no  longer  go  along  with  this 
set-up  as  we  believe  that  the  decisions  were 
manifestly  unfair  and  unjust.  To  say  the  least, 
those  decisions  on  paper-backed  Steeltex  and 
light  iron  furring  were  absolutely  in  violation 
of  the  decisions  contained  in  the  Green  Book. 

These  decisions  have  been  thoroughly  ex- 
plored by  the  undersigned  and  by  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  and  the  committee 
appointed  therefrom  in  order  to  negotiate  with 
the  other  trades  with  the  object  in  mind  of 
bringing  about  a  peaceful  and  harmonious  set- 
tlement of  all  of  these  questions  that  are  in 
dispute.  Realizing  that  they  will  be  dealt  with 
more  thoroughly  by  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  to  this  Convention,  I  will  there- 


fore refrain  from  further  comment  upon  these 
subjects  until  they  are  given  further  considera- 
tion by  the  Convention  committees,  as  I  believe 
that  too  much  publicity  of  our  troubles  with 
other  trades  may  not  be  to  the  best  interest  of 
our  International  Union. 

LAW  SUITS 

During  the  past  three  years  the  International 
Union  has  been  threatened  on  many  different 
occasions  of  being  sued  by  contractors  and 
owners  and  some  of  our  members  and  ex-mem- 
bers who  have  threatened  to  sue  us  claiming 
the  secondary  boycott  clause  of  the  Taft- 
Hartley  Law  for  their  justification.  I  am  pleased 
to  state  that  we  have  successfully  evaded  most 
of  these  suits  and  court  actions  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  1  sincerely  believe  that  we  will  con- 
tinue to  be  harassed  by  these  threatened  suits 
imtil  such  time  as  the  Taft-Hartley  Law  is 
cither  repealed  or  amended  sufficiently  to  cor- 
rect some  of  the  impositions  that  have  been 
placed  against  labor  organizations  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  which  practically  deprives  us 
of  the  right  of  defending  our  organizations 
against  attack  both  in  jurisdictional  disputes  as 
well  as  by  non-union  men  and  unfair  con- 
tractors. 

FUNERAL  BENEFITS 

During  the  past  three  fiscal  years  ending 
July  31,  1952,  there  has  been  a  total  of  511 
funeral  benefits  paid  as  against  1^64  paid  for 
the  preceding  three-year  period.  The  total 
amount  paid  out  in  funeral  benefits  during  this 
period  was  $177,964.19  showing  an  increase 
over  the  previous  three-year  period  of 
$47,812.70. 

There  will  be  recommendations  made  to  this 
Convention  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  our 
funeral  benefit  in  the  report  of  the  General 
Executive  Council  which  I  trust  will  be  given 
serious  consideration  by  the  delegates  to  this 
Convention. 

NATIONAL  AFFILIATION 

Our  International  Union,  ever  since  it  was 
organized,  has  been  in  affiliation  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  We  also  have 
been  in  affiliation  with  the  Building  Trades 
Department  since  it  has  been  organized.  We 
are  also  affiliated  with  the  Workers  Educational 
Bureau  as  well  as  Labor's  League  for  Political 
Education.  I  would  like  to  repeat  in  this  report 
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my  former  advice  to  our  local  unions  in  refer- 
ence to  their  affiliation  with  local  and  state 
building  trades  councils  and  central  bodies: 

"Under  the  law  of  our  International  Union, 
it  is  obligatory  on  the  part  of  our  affiliated 
local  unions  to  be  in  affiliation  with  local 
Building  Trades  Councils,  Central  Labor  Unions 
and  State  Federations  of  Labor.  We  believe  that 
it  is  the  duty  and  the  obligation  of  our  local 
unions  to  be  in  affiliation  with  these  local  and 
state  bodies  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  assume 
their  portion  of  the  responsibilities  of  helping 
to  promote  and  advance  the  interests  of  the 
working  men  and  women  of  the  different  cities, 
states  and  provinces  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

"I  would,  therefore,  recommend  again  that 
all  of  our  affiliated  organizations  that  are  not 
affiliated  with  the  City  Central  bodies,  Build- 
ing Trades  Councils,  State  or  Provincial  Federa- 
tions of  Labor,  should  become  affiliated  with 
these  bodies  in  order  to  assist  them  in  protect- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  the  working 
classes,  as  well  as  to  prevent  further  encroach- 
ment and  impositions  upon  the  rights  of  the 
workers  by  the  enemies  of  the  'trade  union 
movement.' 

"I  would  also  recommend  that  whenever  pos- 
sible our  organizations  become  affiliated  with 
the  Workers  Education  Bureau.  This  organiza- 
tion is  doing  a  wonderful  work  in  bringing 
educational  opportunities  to  the  adult  workers 
throughout  the  United  States,  as  well  as  estab- 
ishing  classes  for  university  extension  work 
throughout  the  country.  The  Workers  Educa- 
tion Bureau  should  have  our  full  support  in  the 
work  that  they  are  doing  in  an  educational  way 
for  the  membership  of  the  trade  unions  of  both 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

"It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  from  now 
on  the  membership  of  our  International  Union 
as  well  as  the  membership  of  all  other  inter- 
national unions,  will  realize  the  wisdom  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  educational  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  the  Workers  Education  Bureau 
in  order  to  prepare  themselves  to  meet  the 
many  complex  situations  that  will  arise  from 
time  to  time  in  the  future  within  the  'trade 
union  movement.'  " 

NATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
LATHING  AND  PLASTERING 

I  am  pleased  to  report  to  this  convention 
that  there  have  been  several  meetings  of  the 


contractors  and  journeymen  of  the  Lathing  and 
Plastering  industry  with  the  object  in  view  of 
attempting  to  re-establish  the  National  Founda- 
tion for  Lathing  and  Plastering. 

Most  all  elements  connected  with  the  indus- 
try arc  beginning  to  realize  that  it  will  only  be 
through  the  efTorts  of  an  organization  of  this 
kind  that  we  will  be  able  to  rehabilitate  the 
Lathing  and  Plastering  industry.  I  am  further 
pleased  to  report  that  it  is  the  aim  and  object 
of  all  parties  in  interest  to  reorganize  the 
Foundation  on  a  basis  where  it  will  take  in  all 
segments  and  elements  of  the  industry  includ- 
ing the  Metal  Lath  Manufacturer,  the  Metal 
Lath  Dealer,  and  all  other  elements  who  are 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of 
material  which  comes  under  the  category  of 
Lathing  and  Plastering.  We  feel  that  by  includ- 
ing all  of  these  elements  in  the  industry  that 
we  will  be  able  to  take  on  a  larger  and  better 
plan  to  promote  and  advance  the  interest  of 
Lathing  and  Plastering  and  be  able  to  meet  the 
competition  of  all  forms  of  substitutes  which 
have  been  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  Lathing 
and  Plastering. 

There  are  many  bonafide  reasons  existing  for 
the  introduction  of  these  substitutes  some  of 
which  the  members  of  our  organization  are  not 
immune  to  being  accused  of  and  I  think  this 
same  finger  of  blame  can  be  pointed  at  almost 
all  elements  engaged  in  the  industry.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  the  journeymen  and  the  contrac- 
tors of  the  industry  to  realize  that  they  must 
be  able  to  supply  a  better  basis  for  competing 
with  the  advocates  of  many  of  these  different 
substitutes.  There  is  only  one  way  that  the 
journeymen  members  of  the  industry  can  meet 
this  challenge  of  the  substitutes  and  that  is  by 
placing  our  material  and  our  workmanship  on 
a  more  equal  basis  of  competition  than  that 
which  has  existed  during  the  past  three  years. 
Let  us  therefore  hope  that  the  National  Foun- 
dation for  Lathing  and  Plastering  will  be 
brought  back  into  existence  with  the  thought 
and  purpose  in  mind  to  promote  and  advance 
the  interest  of  all  elements  connected  with  the 
industry. 

LABOR'S  LEAGUE  FOR 
POLITICAL  EDUCATION 

Labor's  League  for  Political  Education,  the 
political  arm  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  was  formed  as  a  result  of  the  enactment 
of  the  Taft-Hartley  Law.  After  the  passage  of 
that  Law,  the  San  Francisco  Convention  of  the 
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American  Federation  of  Labor  in  1947  voted 
to  create  Labor's  League  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  members  on  the  legislative 
front.  The  objective  of  the  League  was  to  help 
elect  liberal  persons  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress who,  once  elected,  would  consider  the 
needs  of  the  working  people  of  this  country 
when  considering  legislation.  The  primary 
method  in  this  undertaking  was  to  be  through 
tiic  acquainting  of  the  members  with  the  voting 
records  of  individual  members  of  Congress  on 
issues  which  were  considered  vital  to  the  pro- 
tection and  furthering  of  the  working  condi- 
tions, standard  of  living  and  way  of  life  of  the 
working  men  and  women  and  their  families 
throughout  the  country. 

Labor's  League  began  active  operation  early 
in  1948.  Your  General  President  was  elected  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  Administrative  Com- 
mittee which  functions  as  the  governing 
body  of  the  League  and  directs  its  operations 
through  the  Director  who  is  appointed  by  the 
.Administrative  Committee.  The  League  is  com- 
posed of  the  National  and  International  Unions 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  oper- 
ates through  the  State  Federations  of  Labor 
and  the  city  central  bodies  throughout  the 
country.  Each  of  the  more  than  40,000  local 
unions  have  been  urged  to  join  local  league 
activities  in  their  particular  communities  in 
order  to  acquaint  the  members  with  the  voting 
record  of  their  Congressmen  and  Senators,  to 
explain  more  fully  to  the  members  the  issues 
that  face  them  as  trade  unionists  and  as  citizens, 
and  further  to  urge  that  they,  along  with  their 
families  and  friends,  register  to  vote  and  then 
cast  their  ballots  for  persons  who  will  consider 
their  needs  and  adequately  represent  them  in 
Congress  when  elected. 

Immediately  upon  the  formation  of  Labor's 
League,  our  International  Union  became  an 
active  participating  member.  In  the  1948  volun- 
tary contribution  drive,  over  60%  of  our 
members  contributed  $1.00  to  help  aid  our 
friends  in  Congress  and  to  defeat  our  enemies. 
In  that  campaign  123  enemies  of  labor  were 
replaced  by  friends  of  labor.  The  friends  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  increased 
from  83  to  212,  and  in  the  Senate  from  25  to 
44.  The  direct  result  of  this  effort  was  to  stem 
the  drive  begun  by  the  reactionaries  of  the 
80th  Congress  to  repeal  all  of  the  existing 
Federal  social  legislation  which  has  so  changed 
our  way  of  life  and  improved  our  standard  of 
living  while  bringing  to  all  workers  a  new 
dignity,  a  feeling  of  security  and  an  oppor- 


tunity to  more  fully  share  in  the  better  things 
of  life  which  our  workers  have  hrlprd  to  pro- 
duce and  make  possible. 

In  the  campaign  of  1950  (an  ofT-elcction 
year)  seats  friendly  to  labor  in  both  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  were  lost, 
but  statistically,  because  of  off-year  turnouts, 
over  double  the  number  actually  lost  should 
have  been  lost.  In  short,  the  efforts  of  the 
League  in  1950  resulted  in  no  gains  for  labor 
but  prevented  the  usual  large  scale  losses  which, 
with  the  exception  of  1934,  have  always  oc- 
curred in  an  off-year  election.  Had  these  losses 
taken  place,  the  return  to  reactionary  control 
which  so  adversely  affected  us  in  the  80th 
Congress  would  surely  have  taken  place. 

It  is  true  that  since  1948  little  new  or  im- 
proving legislation  designed  in  the  interests  of 
the  working  men  and  women  has  been  enacted. 
It  is  equally  true  that  since  1948  we  have  not 
lost  any  of  our  gains  on  the  Federal  legislative 
front.  This  is  not  because  of  any  oversight  on  the 
part  of  our  enemies,  but  rather  because  we  have 
had  a  friendly  Administration  and  sufficient 
friends  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  discour- 
age passage  of  unfavorable  legislation.  In  the 
light  of  the  drive  by  our  enemies  to  destroy 
our  trade  unions,  lower  our  standard  of  living, 
and  turn  back  to  the  old  way — this  halting  of 
unfavorable  legislation  alone  could  be  consid- 
ered sufficient  justification  for  continued  sup- 
port of  Labor's  League  for  Political  Education. 

Once  again,  we  in  organized  labor  and  our 
fellow  Americans  who  work  for  a  living,  along 
with  their  families  and  friends,  face  a  political 
crisis.  Once  again,  we  are  at  the  crossroads. 
Once  again,  we  have  been  called  on  to  defend 
our  gains  made  down  through  the  years  through 
blood,  sweat  and  tears.  Once  again,  the  fight 
which  we  won  on  the  collective  bargaining 
front  is  being  seriously  challenged  on  the  legis- 
lative front.  Once  again,  we  as  citizens  and  as 
trade  unionists  must  politically  defend  our 
organizations,  our  working  conditions,  our  dig- 
nity, our  right  to  security  after  a  lifetime  of 
work,  and  our  right  to  our  American  way  of 
life.  We  are  called  on  not  only  to  defend  those 
things  which  we  worked  so  hard  for  and  which 
we  hold  dear  to  ourselves  and  our  families,  but 
we  have  been  issued  a  challenge:  Shall  we  stand 
still  or  shall  we  go  ahead  to  a  better  way  of 
life  for  all? 

To  defend  our  gains,  to  meet  the  challenge 
for  a  better  way  of  life,  we  have  only  one 
course — political  action  through  our  member- 
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Tuesday  Morning  Session 


October  14,  1952 


The  meeting  convened  at  ten  o'clock,  Presi- 
dent McSorlcy  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  be  in  order.  I  desire  to  say  at  this 
time  that  we  will  have  Dr.  Schachtel  deliver  the 
invocation.  Dr.  Schachtel. 

DR.  H.  J.  SCHACHTEL  (Chief  Rabbi, 
Congregation  Beth  Israel):  Gentlemen,  will 
you  please  rise? 

Heavenly  Father,  we  invoke  Thy  blessings 
upon  this  Twenty-first  Convention  of  this  great 
International  Union. 

Grant  that  wisdom  and  courage,  love  and 
fellowship,  shall  emanate  from  the  deliberations 
undertaken  here.  May  all  who  speak  here  and 
act  here  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  freedom  and 
justice,  in  the  spirit  of  amity  and  brotherhood. 

May  it  be  Thy  will  that  our  beloved  country 
shall  go  forward  from  strength  to  strength. 
That  in  an  age  that  is  crucial,  we  shall  have 
the  understanding  and  wisdom  to  do  those 
things  that  shall  not  only  lift  us  up  into  glory, 
but  shall  help  us  to  cooperate  with  our  fellow 
men  everywhere  towards  the  advance  of  liberty 
and  justice  for  all  mankind. 

O,  heavenly  Father,  we  are  humble  before 
Thee.  For  who  are  we  and  what  are  we  that 
our  lives  should  have  fallen  in  these  pleasant 
places.  But  because  much  has  been  given  to  us, 
much  is  expected  of  us,  and  as  Thy  children, 
we  accept  these  responsibilities. 

Blessed  art  Thou,  O,  Lord,  our  God,  for  this 
union,  for  the  strength  that  it  gives  us,  and 
for  the  future  in  which  we  shall  go  forward 
to  even  greater  achiev-ements.  And  when  that 
great  day  of  universal  freedom  dawns,  may 
this  great  union  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  it  has  made  its  noblest  contribution. 
Amen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
please  be  in  order.  We  will  now  proceed  with 
the  balance  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials.  Delegate  Rodier,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee: 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Credentials  Com- 
mittee): This  is  another  partial  report  that 
we  have  here.  All  of  the  delegates  arc  not 
registered  but  I  will  report  on  the  delegates 
registered  up  until  6:00  o'clock  last  evening. 


Local    City  Delegate 

4    Scranton,  Pa  H.  J.  Karius 

7    Birmingham,  Ala  J.  R.  Davis 

23    Bridgeport,  Conn  J.  R.  Piccirillo 

29    Atlantic  City,  N.  J  H.  H.  Burk 

41    Asheville,  N.  C  W.  C.  Liner 

45    Augusta,  Ga  P.  Colbert 

49    Pueblo,  Colo  V.  B.  Winters 

55    Memphis,  Tenn  C.  F.  McKinney 

66    Trenton,  N.  J  H.  D.  Kelly 

69    Butte,  Montana  J.  McCord 

73    St.  Louis,  Mo  H.  Miller,  Sr. 

77  Everett,  Wash  W.  E.  Farris 

78  Hartford,  Conn  M.  Matikinus 

82    South  Bend,  Ind  K.  E.  Mitchell 

84  Superior,  Wis  C.  C.  Jubenville 

85  Elizabeth,  N.  J  J.  M.  Temple 

88    Oakland,  Calif  E.  V.  Davidson 

93    Spokane,  Wash  R.  H.  Woody 

99    Lynn,  Mass  E.  Conrad 

102    Newark,  N.  J  J.  J.  Vohden,  Jr. 

107  Hammond,  Ind  M.  W.  Fertal 

108  Wilmington,  Del  C.  A.  Tweedy,  Sr. 

Ill    Madison,  Wis  J.  B.  White,  Sr., 

G.  A.  Buergin,  Alternate 

115    Cedar  Rapids,  la  S.  C.  Moore 

117    Oshkosh,  Wis  H.  W.  Seal 

121  Aurora,  111  T.  Plant,  Jr. 

122  Watsonville,  Calif  D.  S.  Seefeldt 

125    Waterbury,  Conn  R.  L.  Mogren 

127    El  Paso,  Texas  E.  Storey,  Alt. 

132    Topeka,  Kansas  J.  L.  Young 

134    Jackson,  Mich  H.  C.  Nicholson,  Sr. 

149    Sioux  Falls,  S.  D  J.  C.  Eckart 

165    La  Porte,  Ind  J.  A.  Milzarek 

168    Wilkes-Barre,  Pa  J.  Conway 

173    Perth  Amboy,  N.  J  S.  J.  Kopystecky 

180    Lansing,  Mich  C.  J.  Rich 

184    Wheeling,  W.  Va  J.  L.  Bonene 

192    Galesburg,  111  O.  F.  Larson 

208    Reno,  Nevada  R.  A.  Roberts 

212    Missoula,  Mont  O.  E.  Crouse 

215    New  Haven,  Conn  A.  Alogna 

225    Kenosha,  Wis  M.  C.  Lcntz 

232    Racine,  Wis  J.  Kelly 

234    Atlanta,  Ga  J.  Bailey 

257    Jackson,  Tenn  C.  Edmonds 

260    San  Diego,  Calif  W.  R.  Bakeman 
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Local    City  Delegate 

265    Chattanooga,  Tenn  P.  Morgan 

268  San  Rafael,  Calif  J.  O.  Dahl 

269  Columbia,  S.  C  A.  E.  Palmer 

286    Stamford,  Conn  E.  Gwinncll 

295    Erie,  Pa  R.  R-  Brown 

301    San  Antonio,  Texas  N.  W.  Simpson 

305    Great  Falls,  Mont  B.  N.  Sims 

308  New  York,  N.  Y  M.  A.  Rizzo 

I  want  to  say  at  this  time   that  Brother 

Rizzo  was  here  yesterday  and  for  some  reason 
or  other  we  did  not  get  his  name  in  the  report, 
and  he  should  have  been  registered  as  being 
present  yesterday  morning  at  the  opening  of 
the  convention. 

309  Jamestown,  N.  Y  B.  N.  Johnson 

326    Little  Rock,  Ark  J.  E.  Jefferies 

331    Pottsville,  Pa  J.  Bertsch 

340  Lexington,  Ky  VV.  M.  Sparks 

341  Modesto,  Calif  J.  Watson 

346    Asbury  Park,  N.  J  R.  Sorensen 

356    New  Westminster,  B.  C,  Can.. A.  Burton 

358    Johnstown,  Pa  R.  S.  Reighard 

371    Pocatello,  Idaho  D.  Moffitt 

387  LaCrosse,  Wis  M.  C.  Dixon 

C.  Dixon,  Alternate 

388  Green  Bay,  Wis  W.  Maynard 

391    Marysville,  Calif  W.  L.  Partlow 

396    Rochester,  Minn  J.  Willis 

406  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla  J.  W.  Black 

407  Austin,  Texas  C.  B.  Bowling 

414    Klamath  Falls,  Oregon. F.  O.  McKeehan 

434    Merced,  Calif  R.  E.  Gordon 

438    Medford,  Oregon  H.  W.  Steelman 

491    Honolulu,  T.  H  T.  M.  Escobar 

497    Baton  Rouge,  La  J.  H.  Nobles 

507    San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif..  .  .L.  H.  Prescott 

510  Raleigh,  N.  C  R.  B.  Jeffreys 

511  State  College,  Pa  F.  I.  Earner 

513    Midland,  Texas  O.  H.  Blase 

527    Vista,  Calif  C.  E.  Knee 

530    Longview,  Texas  W.  H.  Stark 

DISTRICT  AND  STATE  COUNCILS 

Georgia  State  Council  W.  F.  Davis 

Greater  Newark  & 

Vicinity  D.  C  A.  F.  Vohden 

Greater  St.  Louis  & 

Vicinity  D.  C. .  W.  J.  B.  Fredrickson,  Alternate 
Mississippi  Valley  D.  C. . .  B.  Rauch,  Alternate 

Missouri  State  Council  K.  Stroup 

H.  Miller,  Jr.,  Alternate 

Nutmeg  State  Council  C.  Rivers 

Southern  New  Jersey  D.  C  W.  Johntry 

Western  Massachusetts  D.  C  H.  Ruel 

That  concludes  our  partial  report,  and  at 
our  next  report  we  will  be  able  to  tell  you  the 


iiuinbt-r  of  delegates  and  allcrnalcs  that  arc 
registered. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  the  adoption  of 
the  committee's  report. 

BROTHER  D.  RASCON  (Local  517):  1 
registered  yesterday  morning. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  517  is  scratched 
ofi".  Evidently  there  is  no  credential  here  for  it. 

BROTHER  RASCON:  I  presented  the  cre- 
dentials yesterday  morning,  sir. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  We  will  have  to  in- 
vestigate that. 

BROTHER  J.  WATSON  (Local  341):  I 
notice  that  James  Watson,  the  delegate,  is  not 
down  here. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  I  just  got  through 
reading  Watson.  He's  here. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  brothers 
whose  names  have  not  been  called  may  make 
the  correction  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Credentials  Committee. 

The  motion  before  the  house  is  to  adopt  the 
partial  report  as  submitted  by  the  committee 
and  that  the  delegates  be  seated.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Now,  are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  (Question  called) 

All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  con- 
sent by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

I  want  at  this  time  to  make  an  announce- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Convention,  and  that  is  that  the  time  for  the 
introduction  of  resolutions  will  expire  at  six 
o'clock  tonight,  according  to  the  Constitution. 
So  all  delegates  that  are  desirous  of  introducing 
resolutions  into  the  Convention  will  please 
have  them  in  by  that  time.  Otherwise  they 
will  be  subject  to  getting  unanimous  consent 
for  the  introduction  of  the  resolution.  So  I 
wish  you  would  all  take  notice  of  that. 

I  also  desire  at  this  time  to  appoint  the 
Convention  Committees: 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 


Louis  Rodier,  Chairman  Local  20 

M.  J.  Moran  Local  10 

F.  J.  Wilbert  Local  64 

R.  A.  Wetzel  Local  5 

Sal  Maso  Local  143 

W.  R.  Bakeman  Local  260 

Walter  Hignight   Local  386 

H.  W.  Warren  Local  392 

W.  H.  Palmer  Local  224 

O.  Jones,  Sr  Local  26 

R.  Mosgrove   Local  28 

H.  H.  Burk  Local  29 

A.  Paille   Local  31 

G.  H.  Hallock  Local  34 

J.  E.  Parker  Lake  Erie  D.C. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

Walter  Matthews,  C.liairman  Local  46 

J.  J.  Langan  Local  226 

L.  H.  Bage  Local  33 

Joseph  CouUahan  Local  72 

R.  H.  Woody  Local  93 

R.  E.  LaPlante  Local  254 

Albert  Sederstram  Local  446 

J.  P.  Boyd  Local  75 

H.  Pingston  Local  505 

L.  A.  Mashburn .  .Southern  Calif.  Dist.  Council 

R.  K.  Lowder  Local  36 

Joseph  Bostrom   Local  43 

C.  C.  Murray  Local  47 

F.  Percacciante   Local  52 

Ben  Shannon  Local  59 

COMMITTEE  ON  GENERAL  SECRETARY- 
TREASURER'S  REPORT  AND  AUDITING 

Harry  J.  Hagen,  Chairman  Local  73 

William  Cohen   Local  6 

E.  J.  Gale  Local  9 

Frank  Burke   Local  142 

A.  A.  Pelletier  Local  152 

Fred  Brocker  Local  62 

J.  J.  Mathis  Local  54 

J.  Goodgion   Local  424 

C.  C.  Culver  Local  489 

S.  C.  Moore  Local  115 

Ralph  Walter   Local  126 

Carl  Knight   Local  127 

L.  A.  Porter,  Jr  Local  136 

E.  R.  Goff  Local  140 

Pat  Mullane  N.  J.  State  Council 

COMMITTE  ON  EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL'S  REPORT 
rim  Spillane,  Chairman, 

Westchester  District  Council 
L.  F.  Shipman  Volunteer  State  Council 

E.  F.  Vanderhoff  Local  24 

A.  J.  Flanders  Local  42a 

J.  J.  Vohden,  Jr  Local  102 

F.  J.  Horan  Local  315 

Randolph  Johnson   Local  435 

T.  L.  Byrd  Local  440 

C.  M.  Bongiovanni  Local  51 

C.  W.  King  Tri-State  District  Council 

D.  A.  Richter  Local  68 

M.  Matikinus   Local  78 

Earle  Conrad   Local  99 

G.  F.  Michael  Local  103 

J.  B.  White,  Sr  Local  111 

COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

C.  J.  Haggerty,  Chairman  Local  42 

D.  A.  McVey  Local  74 

J.  F.  Healy  Local  65 

C.  B.  Gariss  Local  172 


J.  M.  Temple  Local  85 

C.  Kceler  Buckeye  State  Council 

J.  A.  McGuire.  .Golden  Gate  District  Council 

J.  M.  Kioes  N.  Y.  State  Council 

T.  G.  Bundy  Lone  Star  State  Council 

W.  E.  O'Connor.  Western  N.  Y.  District  Council 

T.  M.  Escobar  Local  491 

Harold  Mills  Local  499 

F.  I.  Earner  Local  511 

W.  J.  Walker,  Jr  Local  518 

Charles  Checkley  Local  526 

COMMITTEE  ON  LAW 
Geo.  T.  Moore,  Chairman  .  Illinois  State  Council 
Norman  Donnelly.  .  .  .California  State  Council 

H.  R.  Weller  Inter-Provincial  Council 

L.  Brodeur   Local  53 

H.  O.  Lynn  Local  106 

David  Roe  Local  190 

M.  G.  Finlayson  Local  207 

E.  E.  Wehling  Local  238 

J.  O.  Dahl  Local  268 

J.  E.  Sloan  Local  345 

W.  M.  Fishero  Local  416 

W.  E.  Albright  Local  429 

R.  L.  H.  Benner,  Jr  Local  460 

L.  PefTer   Local  483 

A.  M.  Hatten  Local  485 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION 

S.  G.  Hoppel,  Chairman  Local  32 

Elvis  Johnston   Local  19 

J.  R.  Piccirillo  Local  23 

Arthur  Dinsmore   Local  120 

A.  W.  Clother  Local  166 

R.  Sorensen   Local  346 

A.  Graham   Local  11 

I.  Buck   Local  252 

A.  Nicholson  Local  71 

A.  B.  Darling  Local  328 

Edwin  Dunn  Local  145 

L.  B.  Liesse  Local  209 

Angelo  Alogna   Local  215 

S.  Stone  Local  244 

C.  Courtney   Local  255 

COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION 

E.  v.  Davidson,  Chairman  Local  88 

John  E.  Ferguson  Local  14 

J.  U.  DeBrosse  Local  30 

A.  M.  Kunkle  Local  39 

C.  F.  McKinney  Local  55 

Elwood  Eshe   Local  27 

A.  M.  Sherwood  Local  104 

T.  W.  Plant,  Jr  Local  121 

O.  H.  Blase  Local  513 

W.  P.  Evans.  .  .Southern  Ohio  District  Council 

Amos  J.  King  Local  258 

Pruda  Morgan   Local  265 

E.  H.  Halverson  Local  278 
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H.  W.  Williams  Local  20J 

C,  H.  Collins  Local  WO 

COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES 

f.  P.  Cook,  Chairman  Mass.  State  Council 

H.  D.  Kelly  Local  66 

11.  D.  Ikubakcr  Local  87 

S.  P.  Robinson  Local  144 

|-.  J.  Allen  Local  455 

L.   P.  Randall  Local  155 

jack  Bailey   Local  234 

M.  A.  Rizzo  Local  308 

H.  V.  Rinncard  Local  97 

Walter  Turner  Wasli.-Orc.  State  Council 

C.  C.  Seats  Local  303 

H.  E.  Harrington  Local  344 

F.  A.  Kline  Local  350 

R.  H.  McHale  Local  359 

Kenneth  Cushman   Local  383 

That  will  complete  the  appointment  of  Con- 
vention Committees.  I  want  to  say  now  that 
we  will  have  the  roll  call,  and  as  the  Secretary 
calls  the  role,  we  would  like  to  have  the  dele- 
gates walk  up  here  and  get  their  parcels  that 
will  be  delivered  to  each  delegate.  And  then 
they  can  return  to  their  seats.  In  order  to  do 
that,  we  will  ask  the  Secretary  now  to  call 
the  roll. 

I  want  to  say.  Brothers,  that  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  is  Carroll  Haarup,  and  the  Messenger 
of  the  Convention  is  G.  C.  Rabb. 

.  .  .  Secretary  Ford  called  the  roll,  and  the 
delegates  came  forward  to  receive  their  Con- 
vention material  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Conven- 
tion will  please  be  in  order. 

The  Chairmen  of  the  Committees,  as  I  call 
their  names,  I  wish  they  would  come  to  the 
rostrum  and  get  the  list  of  their  committee. 

...  As  their  names  were  called,  the  Com- 
mittee Chairmen  came  forward  to  receive  their 
committee  lists  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  these  Conventions  to  consolidate  the 
Committees  on  Resolutions  and  Law  together. 
And  if  there  is  no  objection,  that  same  course 
will  be  undertaken  at  this  time.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  that  consolidation  of  these  two  com- 
mittees ? 

BROTHER  TIM  SPILLANE  (Westchester 
District  Council):  I  make  that  as  a  motion, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  these  two  commit- 
tees be  consolidated.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 


I  would  like  to  again  call  the  attention  of 
the  delegates  to  the  fact  that  the  time  expires 
for  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions  tonight 
.\t  six  o'clock.  And  anyone  who  has  any  reso- 
lutions to  introduce,  we  would  like  to  have 
them  in  by  that  time  so  that  they  can  appear 
in  the  proceedings  tomorrow  morning. 

I  would  also  like  to  suggest  that  all  of  our 
members  be  promptly  in  attendance  here  at 
the  afternoon  session,  as  we  expect  to  have 
some  interesting  speakers  here  who  will  take 
\ip  part  of  your  time  this  afternoon  in  carrying 
a  message  to  you  that  will  be  of  much  interest. 

At  this  time  I'd  like  to  suggest  that  we  have 
about  ten  more  minutes  before  the  hour  of 
adjournment,  that  we  hear  a  few  words  from 
our  friend  from  Illinois,  Brother  Earl  Mc- 
Mahon.  Brother  McMahon  is  Secretary  of  the 
Chicago  Building  Trades  Council  and  a  mem- 
ber of  our  organization  and  a  prominent  man 
in  the  labor  movement  in  the  Middle  West.  I 
know  you  will  all  be  pleased  to  hear  a  few 
words  from  him.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  E.  J.  McMAHON  (Illinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  delegates  to  this  Con- 
vention: The  labor  movement  is  distinctly  a 
human  movement  whose  assets  are  the  char- 
acter and  ability  of  its  leaders  and  the  spirit 
of  its  rank  and  file.  The  good  accomplished  by 
the  labor  movement  speaks  for  itself.  The 
record  shows  that  through  organization  much 
good  can  be  accomplished.  Agreements  with 
our  employers  contain  a  philosophy  that  de- 
notes a  quality  of  thinking  which  is  a  guide 
for  conduct  in  our  relationship  that  creates  a 
newer  approach  to  that  modern  Utopia  we  all 
hope  to  see.  One  of  the  main  objectives  of  labor 
is  to  make  this  world  a  better  place  in  which 
to  live.  The  result  of  this  type  of  thinking  has 
built  a  greater,  healthier  and  more  stable  labor 
movement. 

Labor  organizations  have  made  mistakes  and 
in  all  probability  will  make  more,  but  through 
our  mistakes  we  learn  and  should  use  all  of  our 
effort  to  correct  our  errors. 

In  spite  of  the  trial  and  error  of  organization, 
the  principles  of  the  organized  labor  movement 
are  as  sound  and  as  progressive  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  democratic  government.  As  a  labor 
group  we  have  accomplished  as  much  for  the 
uplift  of  humanity  and  for  the  prosperity  of 
our  country  as  any  other  agency  for  public 
good.  So  in  my  opinion,  labor  organizations 
should  be  favored,  fostered  and  strengthened 
by  legislation,  the  press,  the  radio  and  by 
public  opinion  instead  of  being  stigmatized  and 
repressed. 
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There  are  many  charges  against  labor  or- 
ganizations which  are  true  and  by  our  own 
actions  wc  should  endeavor  to  correct  these 
charges.  We  must  have  a  purpose.  Then  wc 
must  have  a  plan.  Purpose  and  plan  are  the 
way  of  progress.  No  individual  or  group  can 
hope  to  accomplish  much  without  purpose 
and  plan.  As  an  individual  you  might  accom- 
plish a  limited  objective  but  a  major  objective 
is  achieved  only  through  united  efforts. 

Let  me  take  you  on  a  journey  through  labor 
history,  touching  only  on  the  highlights  of 
events  as  they  occurred  in  the  pages  of  the 
history  books. 

In  the  early  days  of  history  man  was  self- 
sufficient.  He  made  for  himself  whatever  he 
needed.  If  he  was  in  need  of  a  new  suit,  he 
would  go  hunting,  kill  a  lion  or  a  leopard,  and 
with  the  skin  make  himself  a  garment.  The 
same  held  true  for  his  shoes,  his  food,  and  his 
home. 

After  a  while  he  discovered  he  could  kill 
more  accurately  with  a  pointed  stick.  He  went 
home  and  cut  some  branches  from  a  tree,  sat 
down  by  his  fire  and  whittled  a  point  on 
each  stick.  This  man  was  our  first  capitalist. 
That  is,  he  was  storing  up  labor.  The  work 
spent  making  the  spears  did  not  get  him  any 
food;  but  by  the  use  of  the  spears  when  he  went 
hunting  he  was  able  to  kill  twice  as  many 
animals  as  he  would  have  done  without  the 
spears.  Hence  he  had  a  surplus  of  food. 

This  man,  although  a  good  hunter,  was  lazy 
in  other  respects.  He  made  use  of  his  surplus 
by  calling  in  a  neighbor,  to  whom  he  gave 
some  food,  and  in  return  the  neighbor  cooked 
the  rest  for  the  hunter.  The  hunter  thus  be- 
came the  first  employer.  He  continued  each 
day  to  get  more  and  more  animals,  devoting 
all  of  his  time  to  hunting.  The  other  members 
of  the  tribe,  who  were  not  as  capable  hunters 
as  he,  cleaned  up  his  abode,  did  his  cooking 
and  made  new  spears.  In  return  for  their  labor 
he  gave  them  the  food,  the  result  of  his 
hunting. 

This  was  the  first  division  of  labor.  From 
such  an  early  and  humble  beginning  the  gravest 
of  problems  have  arisen. 

At  this  point  we  pass  through  the  history  of 
the  guilds.  The  guilds  were  classified  as  ecclesi- 
astical, social,  religious  and  trades  guilds.  The 
trade  guilds  were  further  divided  into  guild 
merchants  and  craft  guilds. 

The  aim  of  the  ecclesiastical  guilds  was  to 
promote  piety  and  encourage  good  works. 

The  aim  of  the  social  religious  guilds  was 


to  perform  certain  religious  functions  such  as 
feasts,  psalm  singing  and  escorting  the  dead 
to  the  grave. 

The  trade  guilds  were  organized  to  protect 
the  economic  interests  of  their  members,  but 
also  performed  social  and  religious  functions. 

The  guild  merchant  was  organized  solely  for 
the  protection  of  the  interest  of  its  members, 
and  paralleled  the  craft  guilds. 

With  the  growth  of  industry,  the  craft  guilds 
were  organized  to  protect  their  own  special 
interests. 

Then  came  the  journeymen  guilds,  which 
sought  better  wages  from  the  masters  and  also 
assisted  their  members  in  distress. 

Commercial  progress  made  it  necessary  for 
the  guilds  to  abandon  their  policy  of  restriction 
and  exclusiveness.  When  they  failed  to  recog- 
nize this  necessity,  they  passed  out  of  existence 
in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  due 
chiefly  to  the  development  of  modern  industry. 

I  wonder  if  you  realize  the  importance  of 
this  statement.  Can  you  visualize  the  passing  of 
the  guilds,  out  of  existence,  because  of  their 
restriction  and  exclusiveness?  Is  there  a  danger 
imminent  to  some  of  our  local  unions  that  prac- 
tice restriction  and  exclusiveness?  The  chief 
reason  for  the  passing  of  the  guilds  was  because 
they  refused  to  recognize  the  development  of 
modern  industry.  The  development  of  industry, 
with  its  startling  inventions  for  the  home,  must 
be  recognized  by  our  local  unions  and  accepted 
where  the  materials  are  sound  and  economical. 
If  we  fail  to  recognize  the  evolution  of  materials 
and  insist  on  a  policy  of  restriction  and  ex- 
clusiveness, it  is  possible  that  we  as  a  segment 
of  the  building  and  construction  industry  can 
pass  out  of  existence. 

The  development  of  modern  industry  is 
marked  in  history  as  the  "Industrial  Revolu- 
tion," having  its  beginning  in  England.  This 
historical  change  in  labor  relations  should  in- 
terest every  worker.  In  this  change  lie  the  roots 
of  unemployment.  Not  the  depressions  of  the 
past  years,  but  the  chronic  technological  un- 
employment that  has  been  with  the  United 
States,  erupting  every  so  many  years  in  the 
form  of  recurring  years  of  depression. 

The  invention  of  the  Watts  steam  engine  pro- 
vided the  motivation  for  this  revolution,  for 
without  this  invention  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  Hargreaves'  "spinning  jenny"  and 
Whitney's  "cotton  gin"  to  operate  at  a  speed 
great  enough  to  revolutionize  industry. 

As  soon  as  these  machines  were  invented, 
which  could  do  a  task  quicker  than  numbers  of 
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people  could  have  previously  done,  we  had  this 
great  change  in  industry.  As  these  machines 
needed  propelling  power,  labor  was  removed 
from  the  hoiiic  into  factories  where  a  number 
of  machines  could  be  placed  and  run  by  one 
large  centrally  located  steam  engine.  The  re- 
moval of  labor  from  the  home  was  known  as  the 
"factory  system"  and  gave  rise  to  a  number  of 
important  questions.  For  example:  sanitation, 
proper  hours  of  work  for  the  individual,  venti- 
lation and  numerous  other  problems. 

On  the  heels  of  the  factory  system  came  the 
"minute  division  of  labor,"  which  means  that 
each  worker  has  one  small  part  to  produce, 
over  and  over,  such  as  making  button  holes, 
cutting  out  one  part  of  a  shoe,  or  adjusting  one 
holt  on  a  car.  Each  person  was  assigned  to  a 
task  which  he  was  obliged  to  continually  repeat, 
instead  of  building  the  whole  as  formerly. 

The  result  is  specialization  at  the  price  of 
monotony.  A  worker  becomes  expert  at  his  piece 
of  work,  but  because  of  its  constant  repetition, 
it  becomes  drudgery.  With  the  industrial  revo- 
lution and  its  subsequent  minute  division  of 
labor,  we  have  mass  production. 

History  records  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
workers  to  the  advent  of  the  industrial  machine. 
About  the  years  1830  to  1835,  the  textile  work- 
ers of  Silesia  in  Germany,  and  Lyons  in  France 
destroyed  the  looms  in  order  to  secure  for  them- 
selves the  continuation  of  home  industry.  Up  to 
that  time,  the  making  of  textiles  was  a  home 
industry,  and  when  the  looms  were  installed  the 
workers  looked  upon  the  machines,  rather  than 
their  employer,  as  their  enemy,  and  instead  of 
demanding  shorter  hours  with  the  use  of  the 
machines,  they  destroyed  the  looms. 

Here  we  have  a  condition  where  the  workers 
destroyed  the  machine  in  order  to  secure  for 
themselves  the  continuation  of  their  home  in- 
dustry. If  our  leaders  were  to  suggest  such  a 
proposal  today,  they  would  experience  serious 
difficulties.  At  the  same  time,  I  detect  a  warn- 
ing in  this  statement;  that  we  are  destroying 
the  machine  if  we  do  not  recognize  progress 
where  progress  can  produce  an  item  that  is 
sound  and  practical,  and  resort  to  the  policy 
of  restriction  and  exclusiveness  previously  men- 
tioned in  order  to  secure  for  ourselves  the  con- 
tinuation of  our  industry,  we  are  in  reality  con- 
tributing to  the  demise  of  our  industry. 

As  each  new  machine  is  invented,  because  of 
its  ability  to  do  more  work  rapidly,  and  requir- 
ing fewer  operations  to  obtain  the  same  output 
as  formerly,  a  number  of  workers  are  replaced 
by  the  machine.  Hence,  we  have  the  beginning 
of  what  is  known  as  "technological  unemploy- 


ment"   the  replacement  of  men  by  machines. 

Whatever  argument  for  or  against  the  ma- 
chine, the  fact  remains  that  the  machine  cannot 
he  dispensed  with.  The  product  of  the  machine 
will  be  of  better  quality,  or  sturdier  fabrication 
and  the  consumer  will  pay  less.  The  benefits  of 
the  machine  in  American  life  are  incontroverti- 
ble. It  has  replaced  back-breaking  toil  and  has 
given  luxuries  and  comforts  unknown  to  other 
ages. 

The  technological  advance  brought  mass  pro- 
duction, and  with  mass  production  a  new  prob- 
lem presented  itself.  We  must  have  mass  con- 
sumption. Power  to  run  our  machines  is  here. 
Mass  production,  which  means  production  for 
everyone,  keyed  up  to  a  high  state  of  economy 
and  efficiency,  is  also  here.  However,  if  the 
masses  cannot  buy,  production  cannot  go  on. 
Mathematically  and  scientifically,  a  way  must 
be  found  to  make  these  divergent  issues  meet. 
These  issues  are  production  and  distribution. 

American  free  labor  has  proved  definitely 
that  it  can  produce.  The  chief  problem  now  is 
whether  they  have  sufficient  purchasing  power 
to  consume.  Higher  wages  and  shorter  hours, 
we  are  sure,  can  produce  the  purchasing  power 
necessary  to  consume  the  products  we  produce. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  line  with  this  type  of 
thinking,  we  need  public  relations.  There  have 
been  many  discussions  as  to  whether  labor  or- 
ganizations should  enter  into  a  public  relations 
program.  In  reality  they  had  no  choice.  From 
the  day  the  first  labor  union  was  instituted,  it 
began  a  public  relations  program  which  was  a 
result  of  its  pledge  to  the  worker  to  aid  him  in 
his  relations  with  his  employers,  and  its  pledge 
to  the  general  public  to  set  up  standards  of 
workmanship  to  insure  its  products. 

Therefore,  the  question  is  not  whether  the 
unions  will  engage  in  a  public  relations  pro- 
gram, but  whether  the  unions  can  promote  a 
publicized  public  relations  program  and  use  it 
wisely  and  constructively  to  gain  the  acclaim 
of  the  public.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
would  require  careful  planning  for  a  successful 
public  relations  program,  since  it  would  involve 
a  great  many  problems  and  a  careful  study  of 
public  attitudes  which  are  hard  to  measure,  as 
shifts  in  public  sentiments  are  unpredictable. 
The  daily  press  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
shaping  of  public  opinion,  but  its  columns  are 
not  easily  available  to  labor  unions  unless  we 
use  the  paid  advertising  medium,  the  cost  of 
which  is  almost  prohibitive  because  of  the  na- 
tional advertising  rate  which  is  applicable  to 
labor  organizations. 
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However,  we  feel  that  a  public  relations  pro- 
gram need  not  be  essentially  a  job  of  press 
publicity,  and  that  an  excellent  job  can  be  done 
by  our  individual  trade  unions  through  eco- 
nomical, competent  and  able  workmanship 
whereby  each  project  erected  becomes  a  monu- 
ment to  the  coordination  of  labor  and  manage- 
ment, as  well  as  the  skill  of  the  mechanic. 

There  are  those  who  believe  that  a  public 
relations  program  is  definitely  within  the  prov- 
ince of  management,  but  we  believe  that  it  is 
just  as  much  the  responsibility  of  the  individual 
mechanic  who  is  the  most  integral  part  of  our 
industry.  His  actions,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
officers  of  the  Union,  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  molding  of  public  opinion  whether  it 
is,  or  it  is  not,  in  our  favor. 

Our  whole  effort  in  any  public  relations  pro- 
gram should  be  guided  by  our  determination  to 
do  what  in  good  faith  we  believe  is  best  for  the 
industry  as  a  whole,  and  to  study  carefully 
what  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  building  pub- 
lic. We  do  not  wish  merely  public  attention,  but 
to  instill  in  the  minds  of  the  public  the  fact  that 
we  are  not  charlatans  (as  much  of  our  adverse 
publicity  would  have  us  believe)  but  a  group 
that  is  sincerely  trying  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  give  the  public  what  it  wants 
and  needs  to  house  their  families  and  their  in- 
dustries by  the  most  economical  and  substantial 
methods. 

We  can  impress  the  public,  without  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  press,  or  an  impressive  public 


relations  program,  if  we  all  work  together-  • 
employer  and  employee — to  give  all  our  atten- 
tion to  the  erection  of  all  projects  at  the  lowest 
cost  possible  without  sacrificing  quality  and 
workmanship;  the  employer  to  work  at  a  fair 
profit,  and  the  employee  to  give  his  employer 
the  benefit  of  his  full  skill  and  effort. 

I  realize  that  organized  labor  has  a  great 
responsibility,  and  I  believe  that  the  duty  of 
leadership  in  our  labor  organization  is  to  accept 
and  promote  to  full  advantage  the  technologi- 
cal advance,  because  we  are  an  integral  part  of 
industry,  the  chief  instrument  of  civilization. 

We  can  do  it  if  we  work  together! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  present  the  best 
wishes  and  felicitations  from  the  Illinois  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  the  Illinois  Building  Trades  Con- 
ference, and  last  but  not  least,  the  Chicago 
Building  Trades  Council.  And  we  hope  that 
your  deliberations  in  this  Convention  will  pro- 
duce legislation  that  will  be  beneficial  and 
instructive  to  the  labor  movement  as  a  whole. 

Thank  you  very  much.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers,  the 
hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  are  there 
any  announcements? 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  an- 
nouncements? If  not,  the  meeting  will  stand 
adjourned  until  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  eleven-forty 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 

October  14.  1952 


The  meeting  convened  at  two-five  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  be  in  order.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  No  report  at  this 
session,  Brother  McSorley. 

.  .  .  Announcement  .  .  . 

PRESrOENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order.  Delegate 
P'erguson. 

BROTHER  J.  EARL  FERGUSON  (Local 
2);  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  The  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  and  Order  was  called  to  order 
>csterday  imiiu  diately  after  yesterday's  session. 
Brother  H.  C.  Eilcr  of  Local  263  was  selected 
as  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  the  previous 
rules  and  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
previous  rules,  it  was  the  majority  opinion  of 
the  Committee  that  the  present  rules  governing 
the  previous  convention  should  be  adopted  for 
this  Convention,  and  shall  include  the  follow- 
ing amendment  under  the  caption,  "Elections": 

(a)  "Nominations  shall  be  a  special  order  of 
business  to  be  called  on  Thursday.  The  Secre- 
tary shall  have  the  necessary  ballots  printed. 

(b)  The  elections  shall  be  held  Friday,  and 
shall  'oe  by  roll  call  ballot  vote." 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  rules  should 
be  read  to  the  delegates  so  that  they  might  be 
familiar  with  the  procedures  and  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  rules  governing  this  Con- 
vention. The  rules  are  as  follows: 

"1.  The  Convention  shall  be  called  to  order 
at  10  a.m.  and  adjourned  at  12  noon,  recon- 
vened at  2:30  p.m.,  and  adjourned  at  5:30  p.m., 
local  time. 

"2.  The  presiding  officer  shall  be  guided  by 
the  following  order  of  business: 

1.  Calling  the  convention  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call  of  officers. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 

4.  Roll  call  of  delegates. 

5.  Reading  minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

6.  Report  of  regular  committees  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

(a)  Rules  and  Order  of  Business. 

(b)  On  President's  report. 

(c)  On  Executive  Council's  report. 

(d)  On  Secretary-Treasurer's  report. 

(e)  Laws. 

(f)  Organization. 

(g)  Grievance. 


(h)  Auditing. 

(i)  Resolutions, 
(j)  Education. 

7.  Report  of  Special  Committees. 

8.  Communications  and  Bills. 

9.  Resolutions. 

10.  Education. 

11.  Good  and  Welfare. 
Elections: 

(a)  Nominations  shall  be  a  special  order  of 
lousiness  to  be  called  on  Thursday.  The  Secre- 
tary shall  have  the  necessary  ballots  printed. 

(b)  The  elections  shall  be  held  Friday,  and 
shall  be  by  roll  call  ballot  vote. 

(c)  Installation  of  officers. 

(d)  Selection  of  place  of  next  convention. 
"3.  Should  the  foregoing  order  of  business 

not  be  completed  at  one  meeting  of  a  session, 
the  order  shall  be  resumed  at  the  next,  where 
it  stopped  at  the  previous  meeting,  except  the 
first  five  branches  of  the  foregoing  order  shall 
be  called  at  each  meeting. 

"4.  All  petitions,  bills,  credentials,  appeals, 
resolutions,  amendments,  and  so  forth,  must  be 
brought  before  the  convention  through  the  Sec- 
retary, who  shall  place  the  same  in  the  hands 
of  the  proper  committee  as  instructed  by  the 
convention. 

"5.  The  Secretary  must  be  furnished  two 
copies  of  all  resolutions  or  amendments.  The 
Chair  will  rule  out  of  order  any  verbal  amend- 
ments to  any  resolution  under  consideration. 

"The  Resolutions  Committee  can  accept  no 
resolution  except  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
convention.  In  all  cases  wherein  the  Resolutions 
Committee  deems  it  advisable  to  present  a  sub- 
stitute for  any  resolution  placed  in  their  hands 
for  consideration,  they  must  present  their  sub- 
stitute in  duplicate  to  the  Secretary,  and  the 
Resolutions  Committee  will  not  change  the 
number  of  any  resolution  placed  in  their  hands 
as  given  by  the  Secretary. 

"The  Secretary  of  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee will  keep  a  written  record  of  the  Commit- 
tee's action  on  all  resolutions  in  a  book  fur- 
nished him  for  that  purpose,  and  their  report 
to  the  convention  will  be  made  from  the  same. 

"6.  No  question  shall  be  subject  to  considera- 
tion or  debate  until  it  has  been  seconded  and 
stated  from  the  Chair. 

"7.  When  a  question  is  under  consideration 
before  the  convention,  no  motion  shall  be  in 
order  except: 

1.  To  adjourn. 
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2.  To  close  debate. 

3.  To  take  previous  question. 

4.  To  table. 

5.  To  divide  or  anicnd. 

6.  To  postpone  to  a  definite  time. 

7.  To  refer. 

"And  they  shall  have  preference  in  the  order 
above  named,  the  first  four  of  which  shall  be 
decided  without  debate. 

"8.  A  motion  to  close  debate  shall  be  put  in 
this  form:  'Shall  the  debate  now  close?'  And  if 
adopted,  the  President  shall  proceed  to  take 
the  question  of  the  resolutions  and  amendments 
thereto,  according  to  priority,  without  further 
debate. 

"9.  The  call  for  the  previous  question  shall 
be  put  in  this  form:  'Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?'  If  adopted  the  effect  shall  be  to 
take  the  question  on  the  original  resolution,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  debate. 

"10.  When  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  ap- 
pealed from,  he  shall  call  the  Vice-President  to 
take  the  Chair.  The  party  appealing  shall  then 
briefly  state  the  reason  for  his  appeal;  the 
President  shall  give  reason  for  his  decision, 
after  which,  without  further  debate,  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  put  thus:  'Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Con- 
vention ?' 

"11.  Every  member,  while  speaking,  shall 
adhere  to  the  question  under  debate  and  avoid 
all  personal  and  indecorous  language,  as  well 
as  any  reflection  on  the  convention  or  any 
members  thereof. 

"12.  Any  member  while  speaking,  being 
called  to  order  (on  point  of  order),  shall  cease 
speaking  at  the  request  of  the  Chair. 

"13.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  the  same  question  until  all  the  members 
wishing  to  speak  shall  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  do  so.  Not  more  than  ten  minutes  at  one 
time  shall  be  allotted  to  any  one  delegate  to 
speak  on  the  subject  before  the  convention. 

"14.  No  delegate  shall  interrupt  another  in 
his  remarks  unless  it  shall  be  to  call  him  to  a 
point  of  order. 

"15.  A  motion  for  a  reconsideration  shall 
not  be  entertained  unless  made  by  a  delegate 
who  voted  in  the  majority,  and  shall  require 
a  majority  vote. 

"16.  A  delegate  wishing  to  speak  shall  arise 
and,  when  recognized  by  the  Chairman,  shall 
announce  his  name  and  Local  number  before 
proceeding  to  speak  on  a  subject." 

That  completes  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  and  Order  of  the  convention, 
and  the  committee  moves  the  adoption  of  this 
report. 


J.  Earl  Ferguson,  Local  2,  Chairman 

C.  T.  Peterson,  Local  12 

H.  J.  Karius,  Local  4 

C.  C.  Taylor,  Local  262 

R.  L.  Daley,  Local  197 

H.  C.  Eiler,  Local  263 

Elmer  Mars,  Local  492 

R.  R.  Brown,  Local  295 

R.  E.  Stuart,  Local  1 

E.  E.  Weichman,  Local  8 
Robt.  Garrett,  Local  18 
R.  J.  LaValley,  Local  25 
J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 

F.  Robinson,  Greater  N.  Y.  L.  L  D.  C. 
H.  Baldwin,  Mississippi  Valley  D.  C. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  J.  M.  KIOES  (New  York  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  understand  the 
report  of  the  Rules  Committee,  the  Inter- 
national Constitution  provides  that  all  resolu- 
tions shall  be  in  by  five  o'clock  tonight.  They 
are  not  changing  that  ruling  in  the  report, 
are  they? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  they  didn't 
change  it. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  Let's  have  that  read 
again. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Read  it. 
BROTHER   FERGUSON:   The   entire  re- 
port? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No.  That  part 
pertaining  to  the  resolutions. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON:  I  think  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  preface  of  the  report  will  take 
care  of  what  you  have  asked:  "After  a  consider- 
able amount  of  discussion  on  previous  rules  and 
proposed  amendments  to  the  previous  rules,  it 
was  the  majority  opinion  of  the  Committee 
that  the  present  rules  governing  the  previous 
convention  should  be  adopted."  With  the  one 
amendment  pertaining  to  election  of  officers 
only. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  What  I  was  referring  to 
was  the  section  on  when  resolutions  shall  be 
presented  before  the  convention. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  end  of  the 
second  day's  sessions. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  It  didn't  state  so  in 
there,  I  don't  believe. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  it  says  "to 
approve  the  previous  rules,"  Joe.  Do  you  want 
to  amend  it  in  some  way? 

BROTHER  KIOES:  No. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON:  There  has  been 
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nothing  changed  in  the-  previous  Rules  of 
Order  other  than  the  amendment  referring  to 
election  of  offices. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Mr  Chairman,  may  I 
talk  on  that? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Secretary  Ford. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  In  regards  to  that 
change  in  election  and  nomination  of  officers, 
it  states  there  that  nominations  shall  take  place 
on  Thursday.  Now,  from  information  and 
orders  we  have  in  hiring  this  hall,  we  can  only 
be  here  until  eleven  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning,  and  whether  we  can  come  back  again 
in  the  afternoon,  or  not,  I  don't  know.  But  I 
don't  understand  or  don't  sec  any  reason  why 
we  can't  go  along  the  way  we  always  have 
done  in  regards  to  nominations  and  elections 
at  the  same  time. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? 

BROTHER  C.  J.  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
With  respect  to  the  Secretary's  remarks,  we 
arc  concerned  about  the  fact  that  your  rules 
of  order  provide  for  nominations  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon.  Now,  if  that's  adopted  and  this 
hall  is  not  obtainable,  we  are  in  a  bad  fix.  We 
ought  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  this  hall 
is  obtainable  on  Thursday  afternoon  before 
we  adopt  this  section.  It  says  '"Thursday  before 
adjournment,"  and  you  will  have  to  do  it 
Thursday  morning,  I  presume.  The  question  is 
whether  you  can  hold  nominations  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  or  whether  we  can  come  back 
here  some  time  Thursday  afternoon  or  Thurs- 
day evening,  because  the  Rules  of  Order  as 
read  indicate  that  nominations  must  take 
place  on  Thursday  some  time  during  the  day 
or  session.  The  Chair  must  decide  upon  the 
time  some  time  before  the  business  comes  be- 
fore the  convention.  What  is  the  object  of  the 
Chairman  in  that  respect  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  What  was  that, 
Neil? 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Was  the  opposi- 
tion in  that  respect  to  the  matter  of  the  hall 
not  being  available? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  may  be  that 
we  can  get  this  hall  around  three  o'clock,  but 
we  will  have  to  give  it  up  from  11  to  about  3. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  We  know  that. 
We  are  all  right,  and  we  can  have  a  roll  call. 
I  understand  the  rules  of  order  provide  a  roll 
call  ballot,  which  means  the  Secretary  calls  the 
roll  of  each  delegate,  he  goes  to  the  table  and 
gets  his  ballot,  returns  to  his  seat  and  marks  it, 
then  comes  back  and  drops  it  in  a  box.  Is  that 
the  procedure  provided  by  the  rules  of  order? 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That's  correct. 

BRorilER  HAGGERTY:  It  is  going  to 
take  two  liours'  time  to  call  the  roll,  I  assume. 
Is  that  about  right,  the  two  hours  for  roll  call? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  think  it 
would,  yes. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  We  have  to  have 
at  least  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  come 
back  to  this  convention  for  nominations. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  doesn't 
carry  along  with  it  the  election.  The  election, 
>mder  the  rule,  the  new  rule,  provides  that  the 
election  shall  be  on  Friday. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  As  I  understand, 
the  nominations  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the 
elections  on  Friday  morning  on  a  roll  call 
ballot  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  FAIRBANKS:  Mr.  Chairman, 
just  had  contact  with  the  hotel  a  few  moments 
ago,  they  are  having  some  sort  of  a  banquet 
here,  and  we  have  to  vacate  at  11,  and  we  can 
take  possession  of  the  hall  again  immediately 
after  two  o'clock,  as  I  understand  it.  So  we 
can  have  a  good  session  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
remarks  ? 

BROTHER  S.  P.  ROBINSON  (Local  144): 
Brother  Chairman,  that  ruling  that  the  Chair- 
man made  this  morning  on  resolutions,  does 
that  still  stand,  or  shall  we  go  by  the  five 
o'clock  closing  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  have  always 
extended  the  time  until  six  o'clock. 

BROTHER  ROBINSON:  That  will  be  six 
o'clock  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  ROBINSON:  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  When  we  turn 
it  over  to  the  printer. 

Are  there  any  further  remarks?  If  not,  we 
will  proceed  to  vote.  All  those  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Order  will  signify  by  saying,  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so 
ordered. 

I'd  like  to  say,  Brothers,  at  this  time  we  have 
a  couple  of  guests  that  we  invited  to  come  to 
our  Convention  to  address  us,  who  are  part 
and  parcel  of  the  plastering  and  lathing  indus- 
try. And  if  there  are  no  objections  at  this  time, 
we  will  introduce  Mr.  Edmond  Venzie,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Contracting  Plasterers  International 
Association  of  the  United  States.  .  .  .  The 
audience  arose  and  applauded  as  Mr.  Venzie 
came  to  the  platform  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Mr.  Venzie. 


31 


MR.  EDMOND  VENZIE:  President  Mc- 
Sorlcy,  Officers,  Members  and  Guests  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Internationa) 
Union:  It  is  indeed  an  honor  for  me  to  have 
the  privilege  to  convey  to  you  the  best  wishes 
of  the  Contracting  Plasterers  International  As- 
sociation for  a  most  successful  and  constructive 
convention.  We  feel  confident  that  the  progres- 
sive action  and  important  steps  taken  forward 
as  a  result  of  your  deliberations  at  this  Conven- 
tion will  benefit  the  entire  industry  for  years 
to  come. 

President  McSorley  asked  me  if  I  would  ad- 
dress your  Convention  and  explain  to  you  what 
our  problems  arc  and  what  we  contractors  have 
contemplated  doing  about  them.  Perhaps  you 
won't  like  what  I  have  to  say.  You  have  heard 
it  all  before.  But  a  little  repetition  won't  hurt, 
and  may  show  you  that  we  are  all  thinking 
along  the  same  lines. 

Gentlemen,  we  have  a  very  sick  industry  on 
our  hands.  And  unless  we  get  busy  and  get  it 
well  again,  the  undertaking  establishment  of 
drywall,  substitutes,  and  imitations  is  going  to 
bury  us  in  short  order. 

Now  the  best  way  to  get  to  the  cause  of 
our  sickness  is  to  call  a  spade  a  spade,  put  all 
the  cards  on  the  table.  Who  is  to  blame  ?  We 
can't  blame  the  manufacturers  for  producing 
other  items  to  replace  plastering  when  we  are 
not  using  their  capacity  to  produce  the  mater- 
ials that  we  need  or  could  use.  We  can't  blame 
the  architects  for  not  specifying  lathing  and 
plastering  when  wc  haven't  attempted  to  sell  it 
to  them,  and  when  we  have  even  discouraged 
them  by  bad  installations  and  by  arrogance  on 
the  part  of  the  members  who  are  part  of  our 
industry.  We  sat  by  the  roadside.  Gentlemen, 
with  a  smug  feeling  that  nothing  could  replace 
lathing  and  plastering,  and  that  sooner  or  later 
this  work  would  come  back  to  us. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  a  hundred  per  cent 
wrong.  It  is  much  later  than  any  of  us  think, 
because  our  competition  has  developed  accep- 
table substitutes  and  with  a  tremendous  promo- 
tional and  sales  campaign,  tied  together  with 
a  very  aggressive  Carpenters'  International 
Union,  it  is  slowly  but  surely  forcing  us  off  the 
lot  and,  unless  we  take  very  aggressive  counter 
measures,  we'll  be  buried. 

Actually  and  frankly,  we  can't  blame  any- 
body else  for  this  condition  but  the  members 
of  our  own  industry. 

What  arc  some  of  the  basic  reasons  for  our 
troubles?  From  the  contractor's  side,  I  believe 
that  we  are  at  least  fifty  per  cent  to  blame 
because  wc  as  contractors  have  not  endeavored 


to  sell  lathing  and  plastering.  A  lot  of  our 
members  have  exploited  the  industry,  taken 
every  dollar  out  that  they  could  get  and  put 
nothing  back  in.  In  lots  of  cases  wc  have 
helped  to  create  some  of  these  conditions  that 
are  now  hurting  us  and  we  have  tolerated  the 
bad  conditions  that  we  have  today  without 
doing  too  much  about  it. 

From  the  plasterer's  side  I  shall  let  President 
Rooney  speak  for  himself.  But  I  must  say  that 
their  Board  and  ours  are  in  joint  session,  trying 
to  work  out  our  problem  and  to  change  our 
conditions. 

From  the  lather's  side,  we  ha\c  many  items 
that  could  be  cleared  up  in  short  order  if  you 
fellows  are  willing  to  sit  down  and  do  it. 

Let  me  give  you  some  of  the  basic  items  and, 
as  I  stated  before,  this  may  be  only  a  repetition 
of  what  you  have  heard  as  expressions  from 
your  own  Executive  Board  and  by  previous 
speakers. 

High  wages  for  low  production.  Your  mem- 
bers receive  one  of  the  highest  rates  in  the 
building  industry  today  and  no  one  begrudges 
you  getting  that  rate  provided  you  produce  a 
fair  day's  work  for  a  fair  day's  pay.  Un- 
fortunately, and  I  can  say  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, and  I  know  if  you  are  truthful  about 
it,  you  will  agree  with  me  that  in  most  cases 
we  are  not  getting  a  fair  day's  work  for  a  fair 
day's  pay.  Twenty-four  bundles  of  rock  lath  a 
day,  one  roll  of  stucco  mesh  a  day,  one 
hundred  feet  of  base  bead  a  day  is  not  a  fair 
day's  work,  and  from  a  competitive  standpoint, 
this  amount  of  production  for  the  wages  paid 
puts  us  completely  out  of  the  running.  Many 
of  your  members  on  rock  lath  work  are  leaving 
jobs  at  two,  two-thirty  in  the  afternoon,  collect- 
ing eight  hours'  pay  for  twenty-four  bundles 
and  those  same  men,  working  on  a  piece-work 
basis,  will  turn  out  forty-five,  fifty  bundles  a 
day  and  not  exert  themselves  too  much  and 
walk  away  from  the  job  at  4:30.  Can  you  justify 
this?  We  can't. 

In  comparison  to  this,  the  carpenters  are 
nailing  up  drywall  materials  eight  hours  a  day 
at  lower  wage  rates,  with  no  limitations,  and 
plenty  of  productive  man  power.  The  answer 
is  obvious.  We're  internally  sick.  And  no  one  is 
to  blame  but  ourselves. 

By  holding  down  the  number  of  your  locals 
and  the  manpower  in  your  units  and  by  not 
pushing  your  apprentice  program,  and  on  a 
local  level  by  deliberately  creating  false  short- 
ages of  manpower,  to  force  the  contractors  to 
pay  for  traveling  time  and  other  items  which 
increase   the  cost,  you  are  deliberately  and 
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surely  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
egg.  You  arc  following  a  very  shortsighted 
policy  that  spells  your  own  finish.  I  could  go 
on  for  a  long  time  and  tell  you  a  lot  more 
things  that  arc  wrong,  and  I  know  you  wouldn't 
like  it,  but  that  is  not  the  course  we  want  to 
adopt. 

Let's  forget  about  the  past.  Let's  be  big 
enough  to  admit  that  all  of  us  are  to  blame, 
and  let's  see  what  we  can  do  to  help  our- 
selves. 

Here  are  some  of  the  points  we  recommend 
for  your  consideration: 

1.  The  entire  industry  to  work  in  close 
harmony  with  stated  joint  meetings  of  the  full 
Executive  Boards  of  the  Unions  and  Con- 
tractors for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  and 
clearing  the  problems  of  our  industry. 

2.  At  the  local  level,  joint  committees  of  the 
Unions  and  Contractors  should  be  set  up  for 
the  handling  of  local  problems. 

3.  Joint,  State  or  Area  Boards  should  be 
formed  to  support  the  local  groups  and  to  put 
the  pressure  on  the  State  Capitol  for  legisla- 
tion beneficial  to  our  industry. 

4.  More  locals  should  be  set  up,  in  order 
to  cover  the  areas  better,  to  give  better  serv- 
ice, to  recruit  more  manpower,  to  battle  non- 
union elements,  to  give  closer  supervision  and 
to  concentrate  on  getting  and  doing  every- 
thing that  belongs  to  the  lather. 

5.  At  the  top  level,  we  recommend  an  in- 
crease in  your  stafT  of  vigorous,  aggressive 
officers  to  assist  your  President  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  be  able  to  wage  the  fight  success- 
fully against  competitive  encroaching  unions, 
promoters  of  those  competitive  materials  and 
sponsors  of  harmful  legislation.  You  cannot 
leave  this  up  to  one  man  and  expect  him  to 
produce  miracles.  Competition  today  is  moving 
too  fast. 

6.  We  recommend  that  your  Executive  Field 
Representatives  be  increased  to  six  or  eight 
men  strategically  located  to  better  supervise, 
instruct  and  guide  your  locals  in  their  various 
problems  and  to  service  the  industry  properly. 

7.  We  recommend  closer  and  better  control 
over  the  local  unions  by  the  International,  with 
the  necessary  changes  made  in  your  by-laws 
and  constitution  to  give  this  control. 

8.  We  recommend  that  the  entire  industry 
fight  for  everything  that  belongs  to  us,  in- 
cluding that  which  we  have  temporarily  lost, 
such  as  the  erection  of  all  acoustical  suspen- 
sions and  systems  and  all  so-called  drywall 
materials. 

9.  We   recommend   that   all   of   this  work 


should  be  installed  by  lathing  and  plastering 
contractors. 

10.  Wc  recommend  that  the  attempts  being 
made  to  segregate  lathing  and  plastering  be 
resisted  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  that  all  work 
handled  by  these  two  trades  i)e  kept  under  one 
heading. 

11.  We  recommend  a  national  working 
agreement  with  the  C.P.LA.  covering  such 
items  as  standard  hours,  standard  arbitration 
clauses,  or  a  grievance  committee,  etc.,  with 
local  items  such  as  wages  and  hours  to  be 
submitted  to  a  National  Joint  Board  for 
ratification  after  agreement  at  the  local  level. 

12.  We  recommend  a  national  health  and 
welfare  program  set  up  to  become  effective  in 
the  various  areas  as  and  when  agreed  upon 
by  the  local  groups.  This  is  to  protect  the  man 
from  losing  his  equity  and  protection  when 
he  moves  from  one  area  to  another. 

13.  We  recommend  that  you  join  with  us 
in  our  National  Promotional  Program  for  the 
industry. 

14.  We  recommend  that  everyone  move  to 
correct  this  idea  of  limitation  of  work,  and 
that  your  local  Union  officials  instruct  your 
members  and  insist  on  a  fair  day's  work  for  the 
agreed  rate  of  pay  and  in  doing  that  fair  day's 
work,  they  keep  in  mind  such  items  as  personal 
appearances  and  general  housekeeping. 

15.  We  recommend  that  all  past  hard  feel- 
ings, petty  jealousies  and  misunderstandings  be 
cleared  off  the  record  as  of  now,  and  that  we 
start  on  a  new  leaf  of  complete  confidence  in 
each  other,  all  working  in  harmony  and 
unison  to  improve,  increase  and  protect  our 
industry. 

16.  These  few  recommendations  which  are 
offered  for  your  consideration  are  given  open 
mindedly  and  without  any  personal  aspects  or 
criticisms.  We  hope  that  you  will  take  them 
that  way. 

We  are  entering  a  fight  for  our  very  existence, 
and  it  is  important  to  remember  that  with 
a  combined  force  of  one  hundred  thousand 
Union  members  we  are  challenging  one  union 
alone  that  has  six  or  seven  times  that  many, 
and  with  a  handful  of  contractors,  we  are 
taking  on  several  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  building  materials  in  the  country,  and  there 
is  no  question  that  during  the  course  of  this 
battle,  we  are  going  to  get  hurt  ourselves,  and 
at  times  things  may  look  pretty  dark,  but  I 
am  confident  that  victory  will  be  ours  if  we 
all  stick  together. 

President  McSorley,  I  want  to  thank  you 
and  your  International  Union  for  the  privilege 
and  courtesy  afforded  to  me  today,  and  to 
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assure  you  that  we  of  the  C.P.I.A.  will  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  place  this  sick 
industry  of  ours  back  in  a  healthy  condition, 
and  we  feel  confident  that  the  deliberations 
and  actions  taken  by  this  Convention  will  end 
in  one  hundred  per  cent  complete  coordina- 
tion with  the  other  segments  of  our  industry 
towards  our  common  victorious  goal. 

Thank  you,  gentlemen.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Thank  you, 
Brother  Venzie. 

We  now  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
to  the  convention  the  President  of  the  Plaster- 
ers' International  organization,  Mr.  John  E. 
Rooney. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

MR.  JOHN  E.  ROONEY:  President  Mc- 
Sorley,  Distinguished  Guests,  Delegates  to  the 
Twenty-first  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union — 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  bring  to  you  the 
greetings  and  best  wishes  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Operative  Plasterers'  and 
Cement  Masons'  International  Association.  We 
hope  and  trust  that  your  convention  will  be 
a  real  genuine  success  and  of  lasting  benefit  to 
your  International  Union,  its  members  and  the 
Plastering  Industry  as  well  as  to  the  labor 
movement  as  a  whole. 

I  can  think  of  no  two  other  International 
Unions  whose  welfare  and  interests  are  so 
closely  allied  as  are  the  welfare  and  interests 
of  the  Lathers  and  Plasterers.  I  cannot  recall 
any  two  crafts  whose  work  is  so  dependent 
upon  the  performance  of  each  other  in  turning 
out  a  workmanlike  job,  efficiently,  on  schedule 
and  at  a  cost  that  will  give  the  workmen  and 
employers  alike  a  fair  wage  or  profit  and  allow 
for  expansion  and  promotion  of  the  Industry. 

This  being  the  case,  there  should  be  no 
serious  objection  on  the  part  of  either  Inter- 
national Union  to  sitting  down  and  analyzing 
the  problems  of  the  Plastering  Industry  as  they 
exist  today.  Let  us  balance  the  books.  Let  us 
weigh  the  good  against  the  bad.  Let  us  be 
big  enough  to  admit  our  mistakes,  but  we 
should  also  be  big  enough  to  adopt  remedies 
that  will  bring  about  steady  recuperation  and 
eventual  recovery  of  our  business. 

If  lath  and  plaster  were  being  supplanted  by 
a  superior  material,  we  could  more  gracefully 
accept  our  fate  as  being  caused  in  the  interest 
of  the  progress  of  mankind.  If  the  substitutes 
for  lath  and  plaster  were  more  fireproof,  more 
sanitary  or  more  decorative  and  beautiful,  we 
could  more  readily  understand  the  trend  away 


from  lath  and  piaster.  \Vc  know  that  such  is 
not  the  case. 

Lath  and  plaster  have  been  associated  with 
the  progress  of  civilization  since  the  beginnings 
of  mankind  and  are  still  preferred  over  other 
materials  by  discerning  men  just  as  they  were 
when  its  usefulness  and  adaptability  were  first 
discovered  in  the  early  days  of  the  world. 
Experienced  architects,  builders  and  owners 
know  that  lath  and  plaster  have  no  substitute 
for  quality  and  durability.  They  know  that 
lath  and  plaster  give  them  the  utmost  in  dec- 
orative treatment,  fire  protection,  cleanliness 
and  economy.  They  know  that  lath  and  plaster 
more  readily  reflect  the  taste,  needs  and  in- 
dividuality of  the  owner  and  occupants  of 
homes  and  other  buildings. 

Knowing  as  we  do  that  the  product  of  our 
labor  should  be  far  superior  to  any  of  the 
substitutes  being  introduced,  we  must  search 
for  the  real  reasons  behind  the  continued 
growth  of  the  use  of  substitutes  in  the  face  of 
the  known  facts  that  they  arc  inferior.  An 
honest  and  far-seeking  search  will  show  that 
the  illness  of  the  Plastering  Industry  has  been 
caused  by  the  abuses  of  those  engaged  in  it 
and  since  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,  it  is 
high  time  that  we  conducted  this  search,  con- 
fessed our  sins  and  go  about  adopting  ways 
and  means  and  remedies  that  will  stop  the 
cancerous  deterioration  of  our  business,  and 
adopt  a  program  of  promotion  that  will  sell 
our  industry  to  those  parties  who  have  turned 
away  from  it.  I  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly 
that  something  must  be  done  now.  Tomorrow 
may  be  too  late. 

I  could  very  well  spend  a  good  deal  of  time 
talking  to  you  about  the  Taft-Hartley  Law,  the 
political  campaign,  foreign  policy  and  other 
issues  before  the  American  worker  today,  but, 
believe  me,  we  need  not  concern  ourselves 
about  such  things  as  Lathers  and  Plasterers  if 
we  do  not  first  concern  ourselves  about  our 
own  problem;  for  if  we  do  not,  the  resultant 
destruction  of  our  industry  will  overshadow  any 
dire  effect  the  Taft-Hartley  Law  or  any  other 
issue  of  the  day  may  have  upon  us. 

Allow  me  to  again  say  that  I  hope  the 
actions  of  this  convention  and  the  sound  judg- 
ment of  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
will  tend  to  restore  the  Plastering  Industry  to 
its  rightful  place  as  the  recognized  oldest  and 
most  skillful  of  the  building  trades  and  let 
us  hand  down  to  our  successors  an  industry 
and  craft  respected,  honored,  and  sought  after. 
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and  one  lliiit  we  (.111  pioudly  say  wt  purlifi- 
patcd  in. 

(Remarks  oil  ihc  ricord.) 

Mr.  (Chairman,  I  clo.sc  wiili  wishin^'  you 
every  success  in  your  delilx  rations,  and  all  the 
good  luck  in  the  world. 

Thank  you.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Thanks,  Broth(  r 
Rooncy,  for  your  remarks. 

I  want  to  correct  maybe  a  wrong  impres- 
sion that  midht  be  arrived  at,  that  the  question 
of  cornerbeads,  that  are  being  erected  in  con- 
nection with  dry  wall  by  the  painters,  has 
been  conceded  by  the  Painters'  International 
Organization  and  by  the  National  Board  as 
being  the  work  of  the  lather.  So  that  part 
has  been  settled. 

I  have  another  treat  for  you.  It  is  a  rather 
rare  one  for  me.  I  want  to  introduce  to  you 
at  this  time  a  young  man,  my  own  son,  who 
will  address  you  on  the  subject  of  Labor's 
League  for  Political  Education.  He  has  come 
here  to  try  to  enthuse  you  into  taking  some 
active  participation  in  the  League,  and  so 
that  he  may  not  be  bashful,  I  believe  that  he 
is  going  to  request  that  you  help  to  raise  a 
little  bit  of  money  here  to  aid  the  friends  of 
labor  in  both  state  legislatures  and  in  the 
Congress  and  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  this 
convention  my  own  boy. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

MR.  WM.  J.  McSORLEY  JR.:  President 
McSorley,  Secretary  Ford,  Members  of  the 
Executive  Board,  Delegates  to  this  Convention 
of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union:  I  want  first  of  all  to  say  to 
you  that  it  is  indeed  a  sincere  pleasure  for 
me  to  be  able  to  come  here  this  afternoon 
and  speak  to  you.  It  is  more  than  an  honor 
and  it  is  more  than  an  assignment.  I  am  sure 
you  understand  how  I  feel  about  it. 

I  also  wish  to  convey  to  your  officers,  to 
you  delegates,  and  through  you  delegates  to 
the  membership,  the  sincere  thanks  of  the 
officers  and  staff  of  Labor's  League  for  Politi- 
cal Education  for  the  wholehearted  and  sincere 
support  that  you  have  given  us  since  we  were 
formed.  It  can  best  be  summarized  briefly  by 
saying  that  if  every  International  Union  in 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  had  given 
the  same  kind  of  support  that  Labors'  League 
has  received  from  the  Lathers,  we  would  have 
no  problems  at  all. 

Today,  as  you  well  realize,  we  have  gone 
into  an  entirely  new  approach  to  collective 
bargaining.  In  the  old  days,  the  days  when 


this  union  and  so  many  oiIh  1  unions  hi  i  amr 
strong,  there  were  two  jjarlics  in  collective 
bargaining  -the  employer  and  the  union.  You 
sat  down  around  the  table,  presented  your 
demands,  discussed  your  needs,  signed  your 
contract.  Today  there  are  three  parties  in  col- 
lective bargaining.  We  have  the  employer,  the 
union,  and  the  government.  Today  the  govern- 
ment is  the  third  party  in  every  discussion, 
every  dispute,  and  every  contract.  And  in 
many  cases,  in  some  of  the  states  we  have  a 
fourth  party  -the  state  government. 

We  have  that  on  the  national  level  and  the 
state  level  because  wc  became  strong,  strong 
numerically,  and  strong  financially.  We  be- 
came too  strong  for  our  enemies,  and  we  be- 
came so  strong  in  our  own  minds  that  we 
clouded  our  own  sense  of  well  being.  We 
became  effective.  We  became  too  effective  for 
our  enemies,  and  so  effective  in  our  own 
minds  that  we  began  to  think  it  was  always 
like  that  and  it  always  would  be  like  that. 
We  were  defeating  our  enemies  at  every  turn 
on  the  collective  bargaining  front.  We  secured 
the  big  pay  check,  the  better  hours,  the  better 
working  conditions,  pension  plans,  health  plans, 
and  a  new  dignity.  All  was  secured  through 
collective  bargaining  victories. 

Along  with  those  we  got  a  strong  case  of 
apathy.  We  went  to  sleep,  so  to  speak.  But  our 
enemies  never  slowed  down  a  bit.  They  real- 
ized that  they  had  lost  the  battle  on  the  collec- 
tive bargaining  front.  But  unlike  us,  they  didn't 
go  to  sleep.  They  immediately  switched  fronts. 
They  switched  fronts  and  began  a  more  in- 
tensified drive  against  labor.  They  switched 
to  the  legislative  front,  and  as  you  well  know, 
on  the  legislative  front  they  have  been  suc- 
cessful. 

Their  first  big  drive  on  the  legislative  front 
through  the  political  field  was  in  the  elec- 
tions of  1946.  In  those  elections  we  were  so 
apathetic  that  only  35  per  cent  of  the  eligible 
voters  in  this  country  bothered  to  cast  their 
ballots.  As  a  result  of  that  we  have  had  in 
control  of  our  Congress  since  1946,  and  right 
to  this  very  hour,  a  coalition — a  coalition 
Congress  composed  of  reactionary  Republicans 
and  Southern  Dixiecrats,  a  coalition  that  served 
one  purpose — to  delay,  disrupt  and  destroy 
every  single  piece  of  liberal  legislation  that 
has  been  brought  forward. 

Now,  there  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  that  this 
coalition  is  anti-labor.  That  is  a  fallacy.  This 
coalition  is  completely  anti-worker  in  its  phi- 
losophy. It  is  true,  their  action  in  passing  the 
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Tat t -Hartley  Law  was  directed  at  trade  unions 
and  at  trade  union  members.  That  can  be 
called  an  anti-labor  action.  But  certainly  their 
action  in  removing  750,000  people  from  social 
security  was  anti-worker,  because  it  affected 
all  of  the  workers,  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  they  were  organized.  Think  of  that  point 
and  then  realize  how  fast  wc  can  lose  our 
gains  and  go  back. 

One  morning  in  this  country,  750,000  people 
got  up  feeling  that  they  were  protected  in  their 
old  age  by  the  Social  Security  Law.  Before 
those  750,000  people  retired  that  evening,  they 
had  absolutely  no  protection  at  all.  Think  of 
that  and  think  how  fast  we  can  lose  the  way 
of  life  that  we  think  is  here  to  stay  per- 
manently. 

Certainly  their  action  in  tearing  apart  the 
Labor  Department,  distributing  its  functions  to 
other  bureaus  and  then  failing  to  appropriate 
funds  to  administer  what  was  left — certainly 
that  was  anti-worker.  Now,  even  the  reaction- 
aries sometimes  feel  that  it  is  politically  in- 
expedient to  amend  a  law  or  to  repeal  a  law 
outright. 

So  we  have  come  to  know  in  the  last  few 
years  another  form  of  government,  that  is, 
government  by  appropriation.  For  example,  un- 
der the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act,  in  one  year 
they  made  32,000  inspections.  They  discovered 
over  15,000  violations.  Fifteen  thousand  viola- 
tions. In  the  next  Congress,  they  reduced  the 
appropriation  so  that  the  inspections  could 
hardly  be  carried  on  any  further. 

Now  we  don't  have  to  go  back  that  far.  We 
can  go  back  to  their  action  on  the  Walsh- 
Healey  Law  this  spring.  In  one  instance,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  they  failed  to 
appropriate  one  cent  to  administer  the  Walsh- 
Healey  Law.  That  Law  has  been  on  the  statute 
books  of  this  country  since  1936.  It  protected 
workers  in  those  industries  that  produce  for 
the  government.  Protected  them  on  minimum 
wage,  maximum  hours,  safety  conditions,  and 
against  convict  labor.  And  in  one  stroke  they 
wiped  the  Walsh-Healey  Law  out  by  failing 
to  appropriate  the  funds  to  administer  it. 

Now  the  Walsh-Healey  Law  doesn't  affect  all 
of  us  here.  It  doesn't  affect  us  directly,  and 
some  it  doesn't  even  affect  indirectly.  But  I 
want  to  say  this  afternoon,  if  it  is  the  Walsh- 
Healey  Law  today,  it  can  be  the  Bacon-Davis 
Law,  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Law,  or  any 
other  law,  tomorrow. 

They  attempted  also  to  cut  back  the  number 
of  public  housing  units  to  be  built  in  the  com- 


ing year  to  5,000  units.  And  the  strongest 
argument  used  against  public  housing  by  the 
real  estate  lobby,  who  is  continually  fighting 
the  housing  law,  was  that  in  cflect  the  tax- 
payers are  paying  someone  else's  rent.  And 
I'd  like  to  quote  just  a  few  figures  to  show 
that  that  is  wrong. 

They  made  a  study  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  found  there  were  163,000  sub-standard 
housing  units.  They  found  that  these  slum  units 
were  costing  38  million  dollars  a  year  in  sub- 
sidies—  extra  police  force,  extra  fire  depart- 
ment, extra  sanitary  facilities,  and  so  on.  They 
went  a  little  further  and  found  that  it  cost 
$236  per  year  per  unit,  or  $33.00  per  year  per 
taxpayer,  to  support  each  slum  unit. 

They  went  a  little  further  and  found  that  if 
from  each  average  person's  income  tax — and 
the  average  person  would  be  one  earning 
$4,000  a  year,  with  three  dependents — if  from 
each  average  person's  income  tax  only  17  cents 
a  year  was  channeled  into  a  low-cost  housing 
and  slum  clearance  program,  then  New  Jersey's 
share  alone  would  be  10,500  units  per  year, 
and  you'd  have  the  savings  of  the  difference 
between  17  cents  per  year  and  $33.00  per  year, 
plus  the  fact  that  you  would  have  better  cities, 
a  better  place  to  raise  your  children,  and  work 
in  the  construction  of  those  houses  and  the  slum 
clearance  program. 

We  asked  for  economic  controls  as  a  result 
of  the  Korean  War,  and  they  gave  us  the 
Capehart  Amendment.  The  Capehart  Amend- 
ment was  responsible  for  750  million  dollars 
in  price  increases  in  seven  months — 86  million 
dollars  in  household  furnishings,  22  million  dol- 
lars in  groceries,  and  300  million  dollars  in 
automobiles.  Now  those  are  things  that  most 
of  our  paycheck  goes  to  purchase.  So  certainly 
that  was  of  direct  concern  to  us. 

Now  the  thing  that  concerns  us  directly  is 
their  failure  to  do  anything  about  the  educa- 
tional system.  We  all  agree  that  the  education 
of  our  children  is  the  backbone  of  our  entire 
democracy,  and  I  am  sure  we  all  agree  that 
today  the  schools  are  over-crowded,  the  teachers 
are  under-paid,  and  the  children  are  receiving 
an  inadequate  education. 

A  lot  of  people  say  that  is  something  that 
was  taken  care  of  when  the  public  school  was 
put  into  effect.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the 
Korean  War,  300,000  individuals  have  been 
turned  down  by  the  armed  forces  for  lack  of 
education.  That  is  the  equivalent  of  17  military 
divisions.  And  the  entire  American  forces  at 
the  invasion  of  Normandy  was  only  20  military 
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divisions.  So  wv  have  lost  almost  that  number 
through  lack  of  education.  And  those  fellovk-s 
should  have  been  educated  in  the  last  12  or 
15  years. 

Now  the  Office  of  Education  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  we  will  need,  by  1957, 
600,000  additional  classrooms  and  130,000  ad- 
ditional teachers  to  take  care  of  the  increase 
in  school-aa;e  population.  Still  no  move  has  been 
made  to  take  care  of  that  problem. 

They  have  fallen  for  the  lie  and  smear  tech- 
nique of  the  American  Medical  Association 
when  they  called  the  health  program  brought 
forward  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
"socialized  medicine."  It  wasn't  socialized  med- 
icine— it  was  insurance,  which  is  an  old  Amer- 
ican custom.  It  was  a  program  designed  to 
take  the  financial  catastrophe  out  of  the  ill- 
nesses that  face  the  working  people  and  their 
families  in  this  country  today. 

Today  we  have  got  millions  of  people  that 
are  financially  afraid  and  financially  unable  to 
seek  out  adequate  medical  care.  And  I  don't 
believe  there  is  one  person  in  this  room  who 
either  himself,  or  someone  in  his  family  or  a 
relative,  hasn't  been  put  in  hock  in  their  time 
through  a  hospital  bill.  The  health  insurance 
program  is  something  that  we  need. 

They  passed  a  law  that  took  27  billion  dol- 
lars away  from  the  Social  Security  reserves,  so 
that  they  were  unable  to  give  real  and  true  ex- 
pansion to  the  coverage  of  social  security  or  a 
real  raise  in  the  payments  of  social  security. 
However,  they  didn't  hesitate  to  pass  the  Know- 
land  Amendment,  which  made  the  Hughes- 
Breeze  Bill  possible  in  New  York,  which  took 
a  model  law  in  the  State  of  New  York  and 
relegated  it  down  to  a  level  with  the  lowest 
seven  states  in  this  country.  And  there  is  even 
talk — to  show  you  how  far  they  would  go  if 
they  had  a  chance —  there  is  even  talk  of  turn- 
ing the  program  over  to  the  private  companies. 

Now  there  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  cor- 
ruption. I  am  certainly  sure  that  we  are  all 
agreed  that  we  are  against  corruption.  We  are 
against  corruption,  and  we  believe  that  anyone 
in  public  office  guilty  of  corruption  should  be 
removed  and  prosecuted.  But  I  am  sure  we 
are  also  all  agreed  that  we  need  more  than 
someone  pledged  to  clean  out  corruption.  We 
need  someone  pledged  to  clean  out  corruption 
and  then  go  forward  with  a  real  program  to 
give  a  better  way  of  life  to  all  of  the  people 
in  this  country. 

You  hear  all  this  talk  about  corruption,  but 
you  don't  hear  much  about  how  the  newspapers 


and  magazines  of  this  country  last  year  re- 
ceived 200  million  dollars  in  mail  subsidies. 
You  don't  hear  how  one  airline  in  this  country 
received  25  million  dollars  in  a  subsidy.  And 
that  works  like  this:  If  you  or  I  were  to  go 
from  New  York  to  Paris  on  an  airplane,  it 
would  cost  roughly  .$400  for  the  ticket.  We'd 
have  meals,  cocktails,  and  all  the  comforts  of 
the  trip.  If  a  sack  of  mail  was  carried  across, 
weighing  one  of  our  average  weights,  it  would 
cost  $1,578.00. 

Now  you  have  probably  read  a  lot  and  heard 
a  lot  about  "loopholes."  You  haven't  heard 
much  about  their  failure  to  plug  loopholes.  And 
"loopholes"  is  a  new  word.  A  couple  of  years 
ago,  no  one  knew  what  a  loophole  was.  Today, 
in  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  they  are  advertis- 
ing loopholes  for  sale.  If  you  have  the  money, 
you  can  buy  a  loophole.  How  does  that  work? 
They  are  advertising  businesses  that  can  be 
bought  and  used  for  legal  tax  evasion.  You  don't 
read  anything  in  the  news,  in  papers,  about 
how  they  created  a  new  loophole  for  one  in- 
dividual, one  individual  from  California  who 
was  saved  three  million  dollars  in  income  tax 
by  a  new  loophole  that  was  created  by  our  Con- 
gress especially  for  him. 

You  hear  very  little  about  the  free  income 
tax  windfall  that  was  given  to  the  life  insur- 
ance companies  of  this  country.  In  1948,  when 
they  wrote  a  new  tax  law,  through  a  technical 
error,  they  forgot  to  include  the  life  insurance 
companies.  The  life  insurance  companies  figured 
they  would  be  caught  up  with  in  the  end,  so 
they  started  setting  aside  funds  to  pay  that 
tax.  In  two  years,  they  set  aside  50  million 
dollars.  In  1951  they  wrote  a  new  tax  law. 
They  raised  your  taxes  and  my  taxes,  and  they 
still  failed  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  that 
tax  retroactively.  So  the  life  insurance  com- 
panies in  this  country  got  a  two-year  50-million- 
dollar  windfall. 

You  hear  very  little  how,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  a  lobbyist  was 
allowed  on  the  floor  of  the  United  States 
Senate.  That  was  an  oil  lobbyist  that  went  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  to  coach  Senator  Hol- 
land of  Florida  in  his  debate  to  defeat  the 
Hill  Oil  for  Education  Amendment.  The  Hill 
Oil  for  Education  Amendment  would  have 
given  between  40  and  50  billion  dollars  of  the 
Tidelands  oil  revenue  to  the  educational  sys- 
tem of  this  country.  After  they  got  through 
with  it,  the  40  or  50  billion  dollars  would  have 
gone  into  the  tills  of  the  oil  companies.  That 
was  defeated  by  President  Truman  in  a  veto. 
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Those  arc  actions  of  that  coalition  that  wc 
have  got  as  a  result  of  our  apathy  in  1946.  And 
they  are  things  that  will  go  on,  and  on,  and 
on,  as  long  as  we,  by  default,  fail  to  take  action 
in  politics  and  vote  for  persons  that  will  sup- 
port our  interests  once  they  go  to  Washington 
or  to  the  state  legislatures. 

And  I  might  say  here  that  Senator  Nixon 
of  California,  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  is  part 
and  parcel  of  that  coalition.  And  I'd  like  to 
briefly  read  his  record.  Bear  in  mind  that  this 
is  the  man,  who  if  elected,  would  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Senate,  and  in  line 
for  succession  to  the  Presidency. 

He  was  wrong  on  the  original  Taft-Hartley 
vote;  he  was  wrong  on  the  Taft-Hartley  repeal 
vote;  and  he  was  wrong  on  recommiting  Taft- 
Hartley. 

He  voted  to  relieve  employers  of  liability 
under  the  Walsh-Healy,  the  Bacon-Davis,  and 
the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act. 

He  was  wrong  on  the  tax  law. 

He  voted  to  remove  750,000  people  from 
Social  Security. 

He  was  wrong  on  rent  control  in  '48. 

He  voted  to  tear  apart  the  Labor  Depart- 
ment. 

He  voted  against  rules  reform. 
He  voted  against  rent  control  a  second  time. 
He  voted  against  public  housing. 
He  voted  against  raising  the  minimum  wage. 
He  voted  against  the  increase  for  Social 
Security. 

He  voted  against  Korean  military  aid. 

He  voted  against  Korean  economic  aid. 

He  voted  against  speculation  control. 

He  voted  against  credit  curbs. 

He  voted  against  meat  price  control. 

He  voted  against  price  rollbacks  after  the 
Korean  War. 

He  voted  against  the  soil  conservation 
program. 

He  voted  against  the  War  Profits  Tax. 

He  voted  against  aid  to  the  medical  schools. 

He  voted  against  rent  control  again  in  '52. 

He  voted  to  reduce  the  number  of  housing 
units  to  be  built  next  year  to  5,000  units. 

And  he  voted  against  appropriating  adequate 
f\mds  to  operate  the  Labor  Department. 

He  voted  to  publish  relief  rolls,  and  he  voted 
against  corporation  taxes  that  saved  the  cor- 
porations a  half  a  billion  dollars  in  one  year. 

That  is  Senator  Nixon's  record.  I  think  it's 
very  clear  what  he  and  his  crowd  would  do 
to  and  for  labor  if  they  had  the  chance. 


Labor's  League  for  Political  Education  is  a 
non-partisan  organization.  Along  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  they  sent  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Republican  convention  and  to 
the  Democratic  convention.  They  went  before 
the  platform  committees  of  those  conventions 
to  present  their  program,  their  needs  and  their 
desires.  At  the  Republican  convention  they  were 
almost  completely  ignored.  Our  representatives 
were  treated  as  though  the  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  were  not  even 
part  of  the  American  population. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  went  before  the 
Democratic  convention.  They  considered  our 
people;  they  considered  our  needs;  they  con- 
sidered our  ideals,  and  most  of  all,  they  con- 
sidered our  contribution  to  this  country.  For 
example,  they  included  a  platform  for  an  en- 
tirely new  legislative  approach  to  labor  man- 
agement relations:  a  section  calling  for  fair 
labor  standards  for  all  of  the  workers;  a  better 
income  distribution  for  all  of  the  workers;  the 
expansion  of  social  security  with  the  inclusion 
of  a  disability  clause:  economic  controls  where 
needed;  farm  supports;  conservation,  and  a 
program  of  education. 

Because  of  the  contrast  in  the  platforms,  be- 
cause of  the  contrast  in  the  views  of  the  can- 
didates, and  because  of  the  contrast  in  the 
records  of  the  Vice  Presidential  candidates,  the 
.American  Federation  of  Labor  has  endorsed 
Adlai  Stevenson  and  John  Sparkman  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
respectively.  (Applause)  We  have  also  endorsed 
many  Senate  candidates  and  many  candidates 
for  the  House  of  Representatives.  These  can- 
didates have  been  endorsed  solely  on  the  basis 
of  their  voting  record.  We  have  used  thirty 
test  votes  that  cover  labor  issues,  farm  issues, 
security  issues,  and  so  on.  We  have  endorsed 
no  one  on  the  basis  of  what  they  have  done 
for  labor  organizations  only.  Our  test  votes 
cover  votes;  cover  issues  that  concern  all  of 
the  working  people  in  this  country  and  all  of 
the  people  in  this  country.  And  on  that  basis 
we  have  endorsed  Senate  and  House  candidates. 

Their  records  and  their  names  will  be  passed 
out  here  and  will  be  available  here  later  in 
the  convention. 

Now,  we  have  endorsed  a  good  many  friends, 
a  good  many  friends  that  have  voted  with  us 
and  for  us.  Once  they  vote  for  us  they  lose 
any  source  of  financial  aid.  Once  they  vote 
for  us  they  are  completely  dependent  on  us 
for  financial  aid  and  for  votes.  Once  they  vote 
for  us  they  are  in  that  group  that  are  con- 
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tinually  trying  to  be  dflcatcd  by  tin-  icac- 
tionarics. 

In  the  past  wc  have  always  accepted  a  leg- 
islator's vote;  we  have  thanked  him;  wc  have 
appreciated  it;  we  have  passed  a  resolution 
thanking  him,  and  then  wc  send  the  candidate 
that  resolution,  and  darn  few  of  them  have 
ever  won  because  they  had  our  resolution  in 
their  pocket.  They  need  more  than  a  resolution. 
A  resolution  isn't  worth  the  paper  it  is  written 
on  unless  it  is  backed  up  with  work,  work  in 
the  locals  and  in  the  precincts,  and  some  fi- 
nancial assistance. 

Now,  on  this  problem  of  funds,  we  can  only, 
because  of  the  Taft-Hartley  Law,  spend  funds 
that  arc  collected  through  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. To  start  this  contribution  drive,  we  ha\c 
sent  to  some  thirty  thousand  local  unions  in 
the  United  States,  books  of  membership  cards. 
Every  Lathers'  local  union,  the  Financial  Sec- 
retary of  each  local  union,  received  a  sufficient 
number  of  cards  to  cover  the  members  in  that 
local.  They  were  asked  to  set  up  a  committee 
or  to  call  in  the  stewards  or  by  some  other 
means  to  see  that  every  member  had  an  op- 
portunity to  contribute  one  dollar.  And  you 
have  done  very  well.  In  the  past  you  have 
always  done  well.  However,  there  is  still  a  lot 
that  can  be  done.  Some  locals  in  the  Lathers 
have  contributed  one  hundred  per  cent  of  their 
membership. 

We  have  asked  that  committees  be  set  up 
or  even  that  a  resolution  be  passed  and  a  reso- 
lution can  be  passed  in  the  local  union  calling 
on  all  the  members  to  voluntarily  contribute  a 
dollar  and  then  that  dollar  be  taken  out  the 
next  time  their  dues  are  collected;  or  the  hat 
can  be  passed  in  the  meetings;  or  resolutions 
can  be  passed  in  the  meetings.  For  example, 
right  here  a  resolution  could  be  passed  or  the 
hat  could  be  passed,  calling  on  every  delegate 
or  asking  every  delegate  to  voluntarily  donate 
a  dollar  or  five  dollars  or  ten  dollars.  It  is  as 
easy  as  that.  And  we  certainly  need  the  funds. 

We  have  got  a  big  job  to  do.  Our  friends 
are  continually  calling  us,  asking  us  for  some 
financial  support.  And  we  have  to  have  the 
funds  to  be  able  to  assist  them  when  they  need 
it  so  that  they  can  go  back  and  assist  us  when 
we  need  it. 

And  above  the  funds,  above  and  beyond  the 
funds,  we  need  the  votes.  We  need  the  votes 
of  our  members  in  the  ballot  box.  We  have 
something  that  our  enemies,  with  all  their 
money,  can  never  raise,  and  that  is  the  votes. 
But  it  is  our  job  to  get  those  votes  into  the 


ballot  box.  .So  I  liojx-  wlicn  ycju  leave  this  con- 
vention and  return  lu  your  local  unions,  you 
will  do  something  to  give  a  final  spurt  to  that 
fund  drive  and  also  to  get  your  niciiibers  out 
to  vote  on  election  day. 

Discuss  the  issues  with  your  members  and 
their  families  and  their  friends.  Show  them 
what  tlu>-  have  at  stake;  what  they  stand  to 
lose;  what  they  stand  to  gain  in  this  political 
fight.  It  is  something  that  is  up  to  you.  It 
can't  be  done  in  Washington;  it  can't  be  done 
in  the  State  Federation  offices.  It  is  up  to  you 
people,  the  leaders  in  the  local  unions.  We  can 
only  be  as  successful  as  each  one  of  you  people 
want  to  help  make  us  be  successful. 

It's  up  to  you  because  the  job  has  to  be 
done  in  the  local  unions  and  in  the  precincts 
throughout  this  country.  And  I  am  sure  you 
people  realize  the  crucial  fight  we  are  in.  It's 
a  fight  to  save  our  trade  unions;  a  fight  to  save 
the  way  of  life  that  was  brought  about  by  our 
trade  unions.  And  it's  a  fight  that  wc  have  got 
together  on  the  political  front  just  as  we  were 
on  the  collective  bargaining  front  down  through 
the  years.  It's  a  fight  that  we  can  do  and  it's 
a  fight  we  must  do,  and  it's  something  that  we 
all  have  to  do  together.  We  are  either  going 
to  get  in  this  fight  together  and  win  this  fight 
together  and  go  forward,  or  we  are  going  to 
stay  out  here  and  there,  and  be  off  on  tangents; 
lose  it  together  and  go  down  together.  It's  just 
that  important. 

I  hope  that,  when  you  go  back  to  your  local 
unions,  you  will  forget  collective  bargaining  as 
much  as  you  possibly  can  between  now  and 
election  and  concentrate  on  getting  out  the 
vote  in  your  particular  community.  Because  if 
we  don't  get  out  the  vote,  then  we  are  going 
to  lose,  and  we  will  possibly  have  no  collective 
bargaining  at  all. 

We  have  a  great  movement  and  we  have 
nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in  our  movement. 
We  have  no  reason  to  be  on  the  defensive  in 
our  movement.  We  have  led  the  way  always, 
fought  for  every  forward  movement  that  has 
been  made  in  the  history  of  this  country,  from 
workmen's  compensation,  the  eight-hour  day, 
the  five-day  week,  the  safety  laws,  social  secur- 
ity, unemployment  compensation,  and  a  thou- 
sand other  things  that  have  helped  make  this 
country  great  and  have  given  us  the  way  of 
life  that  we  call  the  American  way  of  life  today. 

Our  movement  was  the  first  to  recognize  the 
threat  of  Communist  aggression,  and  our  move- 
ment today  is  still  the  strongest  bulwark  in  the 
free  world  against  Communist  aggression. 
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And  it  was  our  movement  that  alone,  by  it- 
self, carried  on  the  fight  that  took  the  children 
out  of  the  mines  and  the  mills  and  the  factories 
and  put  theni  in  the  free  public  schools  they 
are  in  today. 

So  to  save  our  unions,  to  save  our  move- 
ment, to  save  our  way  of  life,  we  were  forced 
into  politics.  And  as  I  said  before,  we  must 
fight  as  strong  on  the  political  front  as  we 
did  on  the  collective  bargaining  front.  We  have 
to  carry  this  fight  into  the  locals,  into  the  pre- 
cincts and  right  to  the  people.  We  have  never 
tried  to  foist  a  new  ideology  on  the  American 
people.  All  we  want  and  believe  in  is  a  better 
way  of  life  for  all  of  the  people. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  say  again  what  a  sin- 
cere, deep  pleasure  it  has  been  for  me  to  be 
able  to  come  here  and  speak  to  you.  I  want 
to  wish  you  well  in  your  deliberations,  wish 
you  to  have  the  most  successful  convention 
ever,  and  go  forward  to  even  better  conditions 
and  a  better  organization. 

In  closing  I  want  to  summarize  our  pro- 
gram, and  I  think  it  can  be  best  summarized 
briefly  in  eight  points.  We  believe  in  these 
things. 

We  believe  in  the  right  to  a  useful  and  re- 
munerative job  in  the  industries  or  shops  or 
mines  of  the  nation. 

We  believe  in  the  right  to  earn  enough  to 
provide  adequate  food,  clothing  and  recreation. 

We  believe  in  the  right  of  every  farmer  to 
raise  and  sell  his  products  at  a  return  which 
will  give  him  and  his  family  a  decent  living. 

We  believe  in  the  right  of  every  business 
man,  large  and  small,  to  trade  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  freedom  from  unfair  competition  and 
combination  by  monopolies. 

We  believe  in  the  right  of  every  family  to 
a  decent  home. 

We  believe  in  the  right  to  a  good  educa- 
tion for  our  children. 

We  believe  in  the  right  to  adequate  medical 
care  and  the  opportunity  to  achieve  and  enjoy 
good  health. 

We  believe  in  the  right  to  adequate  protec- 
tion from  the  economic  fears  of  old  age,  sick- 
ness, accident  and  unemployment. 

You  can  call  that  the  Welfare  State,  you 
can  call  it  Socialism,  you  can  call  it  New 
Dealism,  Trumanism,  or  any  other  name,  and 
it's  still  what  we  believe  in,  and  what  every 
red-blooded  American  man  wants  for  his  wife, 
himself  and  his  children. 

It's  something  that  none  of  us  will  get  by 


wishing.  It's  something  that  will  only  come 
about  by  fighting.  And  we  realize  today  that 
there  is  a  fight  in  the  balance,  a  fight  of  the 
ballot  box.  It's  on  the  political  front,  and  it's 
a  fight  that  we  can  all  win  if  we  cooperate  and 
work  together. 

These  are  things  that  our  candidates  believe 
in  and  stand  for.  These  are  reasons  why  we 
should  support  those  candidates.  So  I  came 
down  here  today  to  ask  the  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union:  Give  us  the  same  support  that 
you  gave  us  in  1948  and  1950,  and  then  give 
us  just  a  little  more  support,  because  the  fight 
this  time  is  just  a  little  harder.  If  you  do  that, 
and  the  other  organizations  do  the  same,  then 
we  can't  help  but  be  successful.  We  will  repeal 
legislation,  we  will  enact  more  legislation  and 
go  forward  to  a  better  way  of  life  for  all 
of  us. 

Thank  you.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
committees  that  are  ready  to  report? 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Announcement 
for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Resolutions  and 
Law. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  announcements  ? 

BROTHER  P.  W.  MULLANE  (New  Jersey 
State  Council):  If  I  am  in  order,  I  would  like 
to  make  a  motion  that  a  collection  be  taken 
up  at  this  convention  to  donate  to  the  Labor's 
League  for  Political  Education,  to  show  them 
where  we  stand.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  FERGUSON  (Local  2):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  would  like  to  second  that  motion, 
Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chair  will 
rule  that  the  motion  can  be  in  order  at  this 
time.  It  must  be  a  voluntary  contribution  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  law. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  convention's  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  take  up  a  collection 
to  aid  and  assist  Labor's  League  For  Political 
Education  will  signify  by  saying  "aye";  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

The  Secretary  has  a  communication. 

SECRETARY  FORD:  We  have  a  telegram 
here  from  New  York,  for  the  International 
Union  of  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers: 

"FRATERNAL  GREETINGS  AND  BEST 
WISHES  FOR  A  HARMONIOUS  AND  SUC- 
CESSFUL CONVENTION. 

E.  M.  HOGAN,  General  Secretary-Treasurer 
United  Garment  Workers  of  America" 
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Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  a  check  here 
for  one  of  our  delegates  who  left  home  and 
the  check  was  forwarded  back  to  the  office, 
and  I  would  like  him  to  come  up  and  get  it. 
It's  R.  E.  Gordon  from  Local  434.  If  he  is  in 
the  room  I  would  like  him  to  come  up  here 
;md  rcrcivc  this  chrck. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  Mr.  Gordon 
in  the  room? 

SECRETARY  FORD:  I  would  also  like  to 
request  a  representative  of  our  St.  Paul  local 
and  also  of  Local  No.  5  to  go  to  our  office  and 
sign  the  resolutions  that  they  put  in.  They  put 
them  in  without  any  signatures  on  them,  and 
I'd  like  to  have  them  sign  it  before  we  give 
them  to  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  announcements  ? 

Delegate  Fairbanks. 

.  .  .  Announcement  regarding  cashing  of 


c  hecks,  and  other  announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDEN  r  McSORLEY:  Any  further  an- 
nouncements :'  If  not,  I  think  it  would  be  in 
order  for  us  to  adjourn  and  allow  the  com- 
mittees to  get  busy  with  the  work  of  the  con- 
vention, so  they  may  be  able  to  make  a  report 
here  tomorrow  morning. 

BROTHER  HARRY  J.  HAGEN  (Local 
73):  I  make  that  as  a  motion,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  we  now  ad- 
journ until  tomorrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?   (Question  called) 

All  those  in  favor  give  the  usual  sign. 

The  convention  is  adjourned  until  tomorrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  three  thirty- 
fn  e  o'clock  .  .  . 


Resolutions 


RESOLUTION  No.  I 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,  the  Wood,  Wire  &  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union's  Journal  is  sup- 
posed to  keep  the  members  advised  of  the  activ- 
ities of  our  International  and  Local  Unions,  and 

WHEREAS,  there  are  never  any  reports  in 
the  Journal  of  the  activities  of  the  Interna- 
tional Vice  Presidents,  Special  Representatives 
or  Organizers,  and 

WHEREAS,  many  other  International  Unions 
affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades  Department 
give  reports  of  the  activities  of  their  Interna- 
tional Officers,  Vice  Presidents,  Special  Repre- 
sentatives and  Organizers, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union  will  publish  monthly  reports  of  the  Vice 
Presidents,  Special  Representatives,  Organizers 
and  others  doing  organizing  work,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the 
following  information  will  be  published  con- 
cerning the  International  Organizers,  Vice 
Presidents,  Special  Representatives  and  others 
doing  organizing  work,  the  date  of  their  ap- 
pointment, geographical  area  to  which  an  or- 
ganizer or  special  representative  is  assigned,  the 
number  of  the  Local  Union  having  dispute,  the 
nature  of  the  dispute,  the  meetings  attended, 
the  names  of  conferees  and  the  date  of  con- 


ferences, and  the  support — or  non-support — of 
the  local  Building  Trades  Councils. 
Submitted  by: 

Thos  V.  Hanlon,  No.  26897 
Francis  G.  Baker,  No.  20490 
Manuel  Farrell,  No.  36704 
Sponsored  by: 

Jas.  F.  Healy,  Delegate,  Local  No.  65 

RESOLUTION  No.  2 

Referred  to  Commiuee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Convention,  held  October  13th,  1952,  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Buckeye  State  and 
Lake  Erie  and  Southern  District  Councils 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  respectfully  submit 
for  your  consideration,  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

WHEREAS,  Our  International  Union  has  for 
many  years  published  a  monthly  trade  journal, 
entitled,  "The  Lather,"  and 

WHEREAS,  This  monthly  journal  has  been 
an  excellent  medium  of  informative  and  educa- 
tional material  for  our  members,  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  present  method  of 
distribution,  many  members  do  not  obtain  a 
copy  of  this  journal,  and 

WHEREAS,  If  this  monthly  journal  were  to 
reach  each  and  every  member  of  our  Intema- 
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tional  Union,  it  would  be  very  instrumental  in 
promoting  trade  unionism  within  our  own  ranks, 
and  trade  unionism  in  general, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  our 
International  office  shall  institute  a  mailing 
system  whereby  each  member  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union,  shall  receive  a  copy  of  our  monthly 
Journal  mailed  directly  to  his  home  address. 
Fraternally  submitted  by: 

J.  Earl  Ferguson,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Buckeye  State  and  Lake  Erie 
Councils  of  Ohio 
Wm.  Evans, 

Herman  Goebel,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Southern  Ohio  District 
Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  3 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

A  PRAYER  FROM  LOCAL  NO.  28, 
YOUNGSTOWN,  OHIO. 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Secretary,  and  Brother 
Delegates  to  the  twenty-first  convention  of 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  International 
Union  assembled  here  this  thirteenth  day  of 
October,  1952,  in  the  City  of  Houston,  Texas. 

"GREETINGS" 
WHEREAS,  We  are  assembled  here  today 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  electing  officers, 
amending  by-laws,  and  all  duties  pertaining  to 
good  and  general  welfare  of  all  our  members. 
We  have  come  a  long  ways  in  the  past  five 
decades,  "from  a  spot  in  the  road  where  people 
would  'sic'  the  dogs  on  us,  to  a  proud  and 
powerful  Union;  a  preferred  people"  if  you 
please,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  be  proud. 
But,  we  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  our  aged 
members  have  been  one  of  the  main  cogs  in  the 
wheel.  It  is  about  time  we  started  looking  into 
the  welfare  of  our  aged  members.  The  time  has 
long  passed  that  we  should  have  done  something 
about  this.  Some  of  them  are  without  proper 
shelter,  food,  and  medical  care.  To  say  that  we 
can't  afford  a  pension  is  pure  and  simple 
nonsense. 

To  let  them  down  which  we  have  done  up 
to  this  very  time  is  a  plague  on  our  house.  It 
is  about  time  we  set  to  cleaning  our  very  own 
house.  The  time  is  long  past  for  doing  nothing! 

SO  THEREFORE  LET  IT  BE  RESOLVED 
that  now  is  the  time  and  this  is  the  place  to 
do  something  about  an  old  age  pension. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  we  do 
not  let  this  issue  die  at  this  convention.  And 
lastly  let  it  be  further  resolved  that  we  won't 
go  home  from  this  convention  until  we  have 


voted  into  law  a  pension  for  our  aged  lathers. 
Thank  you. 
Submitted  by, 

Charles  E.  Peterson,  President 
Thos.  N.  Johnson,  Secretary 
Robert  E.  Mosgrove,  Delegate 
Local  No.  28 

RESOLUTION  No.  4 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  members  and  delegates  of  this  21st 

Convention. 

Our  experience  with  the  Apprentice  Training 
Program  after  an  extensive  study  of  the  average 
apprentice,  we  believe  that  the  minimum  time 
should  be  three  (3)  years  instead  of  two  (2) 
years.  This  will  make  better  lathers  and  be 
beneficial  to  the  apprentice  and  the  trade. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the 
first  paragraph  of  Section  172  be  amended  on 
line  five  to  read  "three"  instead  of  "two"  years. 

Submitted  by. 

Jack  Bailey,  Delegate,  Local  234 

RESOLUTION  No.  5 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  members  and  Delegates  of  the  21st 

Convention. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  no  lathing  con- 
tractor that  is  registered  in  another  local  or 
city  be  permitted  to  come  in  another  local's 
jurisdiction  and  sub-contract  work  from  a  con- 
tractor that  lathers  are  already  employed  in  that 
jurisdiction. 
Submitted  by, 

J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 
Philip  Colbert,  Local  45 
Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265 
Jack  Bailey,  Local  234 
Delegates 

RESOLUTION  No.  6 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Grievance 

IN  RE 

PETITION  AND  RESOLUTION  OF 
LOCALS  6,  244,  AND  308  OF  THE 
WOOD,  WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS' 
INTERNATIONAL  UNION,  ADDRESSED 
TO  THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONVEN- 
TION, TO  BE  HELD  AT  HOUSTON, 
TEXAS,  COMMENCING  OCTOBER  13, 
1952: 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  DELEGATES  OF 

THE  CONVENTION: 
BRETHREN: 

At  the   1949  Convention,  we  submitted  a 
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petition  anil  resolution  to  you  lor  tin-  i)iirposf 
of  bringing  peace  and  amity  among  our  Local 
Unions  in  the  Mciropolitan  area  of  New 
York  City. 

We  presented  undisputed  facts  at  that  time. 

The  convention's  resolution  committee  made 

the  following  recommendation: 

"Your  committee  recommends  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  and  urge  that  the 
Council  bring  about  a  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment of  this  controversy  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  all  concerned." 

Brother  Walter  M.  Matthews,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  Local  46,  wound  up  the  discus- 
sion on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  committee's 
report  with  these  words: 

"Mr.  Chairman,  this  controversy  has 
been  going  on  since  1917,  and  any  state- 
ments that  are  made  would  only  antago- 
nize the  situation.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  if  the  case  is  referred  to  the  incom- 
ing Executive  Board,  it  can  be  adjusted 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned." (Page  106.) 

The  Executive  Council  met  in  New  York 
City  for  two  days,  January  1 7th  and  January 
18th,  1950,  heard  the  parties»at  length,  de- 
liberated for  some  time,   and   then   like  the 
mountain  which  labored  and  brought  forth  a 
mouse,  the  labors  of  the  Executive  Council 
produced  a  figurative  slap  on  the  wrist  of  Local 
46,  in  a  decision,  which  we  set  forth  in  full: — - 
"Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  resolu- 
tions and  law  adopted  by  the  20th  Con- 
vention  which   reads:    'Your  Committee 
recommends  that   this   resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Council, 
and  urges  that  Council  bring  about  the 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  controversy 
in  the  best  interests  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned.' 

"Your  Executive  Council  held  full  and 
lengthy  hearings  on  this  matter  at  which 
verbatim  records  were  made  by  a  court 
reporter  permitting  all  parties  to  this  con- 
troversy unlimited  time  to  present  their 
testimony  and  fully  set  forth  their  posi- 
tion. It  was  the  hope  of  your  Executive 
Council  that  a  satisfactory  adjustment 
could  be  made  of  this  dispute  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  adjust  this  situation 
during  the  session  of  your  Council.  It  is 
with  deep  regret  that  we  are  compelled 
to  report  our  failure  to  bring  about  an 


adjiistiucnt  as  the  evidence  subiiiillcd  and 
tin-  altitude  of  the  parties,  convinces  us 
that  (he  present  controversy  exists  due  to 
the  failure  of  the  parties  to  carry  out,  to 
their  full  intent  and  purposes,  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  1920  Convention  by 
which  Local  46  was  reinstated  and  placed 
in  good  standing  with  our  International 
Union.  Your  council  believes  that  compli- 
ance with  this  document  by  Local  46  with 
the  full  cooperation  of  Locals  6,  244  and 
308  would  prevent  continuation  of  this 
controversy  and  bring  about  a  more  har- 
monious condition  for  the  future.  It  is 
therefore,  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive  Council  that  Local  46  live  up  to 
and  comply  with  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  the  above  mentioned  document  in  its 
entirety,  applying  the  various  sections  of 
that  document  in  good  faith  and  sincerity, 
and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  member- 
ship of  our  Local  Unions  in  Greater  New 
York,  and  surrounding  areas.  We,  there- 
fore, urge  and  recommend  that  Locals 
6,  244  and  308  interpret  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  action  of  the  1920  Conven- 
tion, and  in  cooperation  with  Local  46,  in 
applying  its  terms  and  conditions  and  in 
good  faith  and  in  harmony  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  Local  46,  as  we  believe 
that  this  document  contains  the  proper 
spirit  and  intent  to  bring  about  harmony 
and  constructive  action  on  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  disputing  Locals  in  our 
International  Union." 

It  is  clear  that  the  Executive  Board  could 
not,  on  the  evidence,  avoid  finding  Local  46, 
guilty,  as  charged.  It  did  so  reluctantly  with 
unwarranted  and  unexplained  sniping  at  the 
complaining  local  unions,  as  "— — convinces  us 
that  the  present  controversy  exists  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  parties  to  carry  out  to  their 
full  intent  and  purposes,  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  the  1920  convention,  by  which  Local 
46  was  reinstated  and  placed  in  good  standing 
with  the  International  Union."  Speaking  of 
"The  failure  of  the  parties,"  is  an  unwarranted 
affront  to  the  Locals  6,  244  and  308.  There 
was  no  proof  existing  that  these  locals  were  in 
any  way  remiss.  In  fact,  the  Executive  Board 
recognized  that  Local  46  was  the  sole  culprit 
by  saying  shortly  thereafter: 

"It  is  therefore  the  recommendation  of 

the  Executive  Council  that  Local  46,  live 

up  to  and  comply  " 

not  that  "the  parties"  do  so — thus  admitting 
that  Local  46  is  solely  at  fault. 
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Before  wr  go  on  to  discuss  tlic  efl'ect  of 
thr  failure  of  the  Executive  Council  to  remedy 
the  situation,  it  would  be  helpful  to  state  what 
the  issue  is.  We  can  best  do  that  by  quoting 
the  petition  and  resolution  submitted  to  the 
1949  Convention: — 

(Beginning  of  Quotation  of  1949  Resolution) 

"We  address  this  petition  and  resolution  to 
you  in  the  hope  that  you  will  take  steps  to 
remedy  a  situation  which  threatens  not  only 
to  spell  the  death  of  our  Locals  and  the 
economic  destitution  of  our  members,  their 
wives  and  children,  but  also  to  brinp  our  gen- 
eral organization  into  disrepute. 

The  slogan  of  our  International  has  been 
since  its  inception  "THE  INJURY  TO  ONE 
IS  THE  CONCERN  OF  ALL."  We  know 
that  most  of  our  members  and  officials  have 
given  sincere  and  loyal  adherence  to  the  spirit 
of  this  slogan. 

Unfortunately,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
New  York  City  there  is  one  local — Local  46 — 
which  not  only  ignores  the  spirit  of  this  fra- 
ternal slogan,  but  insists  on  violating  the  de- 
cisions of  our  organization  and  its  own  con- 
tractual commitments.  This,  as  we  will  set  forth 
in  more  detail,  tends  to  create  a  scandalous 
condition  within  the  jurisdiction,  which,  if  per- 
mitted to  continue,  would  inevitably  tend  to  dis- 
honor our  general  organization  and  damage 
the  prestige  and  fine  reputation  which  it  en- 
joys at  the  present  time  in  the  labor  movement 
and  with  the  public  generally. 

As  you  probably  know.  Local  46,  before  it 
was  accepted  into  the  International,  was  an 
independent  organization  known  as  "METAL- 
LIC LATHERS'  UNION  OF  NEW  YORK 
AND  VICINITY."  When  it  was  admitted  into 
the  International,  it  was  definitely  under- 
stood that  its  jurisdiction  would  be  confined  to 
metal  lathing.  Little  by  little,  through  the 
years,  it  has  infringed  upon  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  locals,  causing  friction,  dissension  and 
public  dispute,  which  has  not  redounded  to  the 
welfare  and  prestige  of  our  union. 

By  1917,  the  interference  of  Local  46  with 
the  other  locals  within  Greater  New  York  City 
had  become  so  acute  that  the  International 
organization  took  a  hand,  and  as  a  result. 
Local  46  was  suspended  from  the  International. 
Later,  its  application  for  reinstatement  was  ap- 
proved upon  certain  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  International  Executive  Board, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  September,  1920, 
convention  held  at  Toledo,  Ohio. 


Thf  International  Executive  Board  reported 
to  the  convention,  as  follows: 
'Brothers: 

We,  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Inter- 
national Union,  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Cleveland  Convention, 
have  made  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
conditions  within  the  so-called  25-mile 
radius  of  New  York  City,  and  after  a  full 
deliberation,  have  come  to  the  following 
decision: 

First:  That  former  Local  No.  46  be  re- 
instated upon  their  complying  with  the 
law  of  the  International  Union  in  refer- 
ence to  reinstatements. 

Second:  Local  No.  46  shall  be  granted 
jurisdiction  over  Light  Iron  Furring,  Metal 
Lathing,  Reinforced  Concrete  and  Fire- 
proof Arches  in  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx, 
Statcn  Island,  Kings  and  Queens  Coun- 
ties; that  part  of  Long  Island  and  West- 
chester County  which  come  within  the 
original  25  mile  radius,  with  the  follow- 
ing provisions: 

a.  Corner  beads  on  wood  jobs,  plasterboards 
when  nailed,  the  nailing  and  stapling  of 
Metal  Lath  shall  be  considered  neutral, 
except  that  Local  No.  46  shall  have  juris- 
diction over  corner  beads  on  all  other 
classes  of  work. 

b.  When  Local  No.  46  is  unable  to  supply  a 
full  quota  of  men,  they  shall  give  working 
permits  to  journeymen  members  of  Local 
Unions  within  the  jurisdiction  where  work 
is  being  done,  and  shall  receive  transfers 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Inter- 
national Union.' 

This  decision  was  approved  by  the  con- 
vention. It  definitely  gave  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  other  local  unions  in  the  territory 
of  all  work  except  what  was  specifically 
awarded  to  Local  46.  It  also  required  Local 
46,  whenever  it  is  unable  to  supply  a  full 
quota  of  men  upon  the  work  over  which  it  has 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  to  give  working  permits 
to  members  of  other  local  unions  within  the 
jurisdiction  where  work  is  being  done. 

We  regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  report 
to  the  convention  that  Local  46  has  persistently 
violated  this  decision,  solemnly  approved  by 
a  previous  convention. 

Local  46,  despite  the  almost  constant  pro- 
tests of  the  petitioning  local  unions,  has  given 
permits  to  members  of  other  crafts,  men  with 
or  without  union  books  of  any  International, 
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and  lathers  fiom  other  jurisdictions,  while  our 
members  suffered  the  evil  of  unemployment. 

In  1936,  as  a  result  of  the  complaints  of 
Local  308  and  Local  244,  which  locals  threat- 
ened to  bring  before  the  impending  conven- 
tion, conferences  were  held  and  additional 
agreements  were  entered  into,  one  between 
Local  46  and  308,  which  read  as  follows: 

'Agreement  between  Local  No.  308, 
L.LU.  and  Local  No.  46,  L.LU.  covering 
such  building  operations  known  as  Flat 
houses,  alteration  jobs  or  other  types  of 
building  operations  where  wood  floors, 
beams  and  wood  studs  and  wood  furring 
strips  are  used. 

On  the  above  class  of  work  Local  No. 
308  agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  corner 
beads,  base  beads  and  picture  beads  or  any 
other  type  of  beads  used  in  connection 
with  plastering  work. 

On  the  above  class  of  work,  Local  No. 
46  agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  nailing  or 
stapling  on  of  wire  lath,  metal  lath,  or 
other  lath  or  plasterboard  material  nailed 
or  stapled  on  in  connection  with  plaster- 
ing work. 

Local  No.  308  and  Local  No.  46  agree 
that  permits  will  be  given  to  members  of 
both  Locals  whenever  either  local  is  un- 
able to  furnish  men  for  the  above  men- 
tioned work.' 

and  the  other  between  Locals  46  and  244, 

reading  as  follows: 

'l.The  members  of  Local  46  Wood,  Wire  & 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union  agree 
to  concede  to  the  members  of  Local  No. 
244  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers,  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  over  all  nailing  and 
stapling  on  of  all  metal  lath  and  wood 
construction  jobs  in  the  territory  of  Kings, 
Queens  and  Suffolk  Counties,  New  York. 

2.  The  members  of  Local  No.  244,  Wood, 
Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  of  Kings,  Queens, 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties,  New  York, 
agree  to  concede  to  the  members  of  Local 
No.  46,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all 
light  iron  furring,  steel  for  reinforcing  for 
concrete  construction  and  other  appurten- 
ances used  on  fireproof  buildings  and 
which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  claims 
of  the  Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  In- 
ternational Union. 

3.  Both  parties  to  this  agreement  hereby 
agree  to  at  all  times  carry  out  the  strict 


enforcement  of  this  agreement  and  to  pre- 
vent their  members  from  violating  same. 
4.  Where  there  are   100  yards  of  stapling, 
it  would  belong  to  Local  46;  over  100 
yards  of  stapling  on  any  mixed  job  would 
belong  to  Local  244.' 
.\gain  we  arc  constrained  to  report  that  Local 
16  has  disregarded  its  solemn  obligations  un- 
der these  agreements  and   has  forced    us  to 
commence  and  prosecute  legal  proceedings  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ments. 

In  1938,  Local  244  commenced  an  action  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Kings  County,  which  resulted  in  a  judgment 
against  Local  46,  in  which  it  was  provided: 
ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED that  the  defendants,  Walter  M. 
Matthews,  individually  and  as  treasurer  of 
Local  46,  of  the  Wood,  Wire  &  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union,  Timothy 
Spillane,  Leonard  Klink  and  Michael  Finn 
and  each  and  all  of  the  oflficers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Union,  Local  46  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers'  Inter- 
national Union  and  all  their  agents,  serv- 
ants and  employees,  and  confederates  and 
all  persons,  acting  under  their  and  each  of 
their  authority,  control,  order,  assent,  ad- 
vice or  direction,  be  permanently  enjoined 
from  contracting  for,  agreeing  to,  or  un- 
dertaking to  perform — ,  or  obtaining  the 
performance,  or  actually  engaging  in  the 
performance  of  any  nailing  or  stapling  on 
of  any  metal  lath  on  any  wood  construc- 
tion job  in  the  territory  of  Kings,  Queens, 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  it  is  further 

ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
an  Official  Referee  to  take  proof  and  de- 
termine the  damages  which  the  plaintiff 
or  its  members  or  any  of  them  have  suffer- 
ed by  reason  of  the  violation  of  the  said 
agreement  by  the  defendants,  ." 

In  1945,  Local  308  was  compelled  to  com- 
mence injunction  proceedings  against  Local  46, 
which  also  resulted  in  a  judgment  against  Local 
+6,  providing  as  follows: 

"ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED that  the  defendant  and  each  and 
all  of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  spi-v- 
ants  and  employees  of  the  defendant,  Local 
46,  and  all  persons  acting  under  their 
and  each  of  their  authority,  control,  order, 
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asspnt,  advice  or  direction,  be  permanently 
enjoined  and  restrained  from  contracting 
for,  agreeing  to,  or  undertaking  to  per- 
form, or  obtaining  the  performance  or 
actually  engaging  in  the  performance  of 
any  nailing  or  stapling  on  of  wire  lath, 
metal  lath  or  other  lath  or  plaster  board 
materials  in  connection  with  plastering 
work  on  alteration  jobs  or  other  types  of 
building  operations  where  wood  floors, 
beams,  wood  studs  and/or  wood  furring 
strips  are  used  within  the  territory  of 
New  York,  Bronx,  and  Richmond  Coun- 
ties; and  is  further 

ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED that  the  defendant  and  each  and 
all  of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  serv- 
ants and  employees  of  the  defendant,  Local 
46,  and  all  persons  acting  under  their  and 
each  of  their  authority,  control,  order, 
assent,  advice,  or  direction,  be  perman- 
ently enjoined  and  restrained  from  con- 
tracting for,  agreeing  to,  or  undertaking 
to  perform  or  obtaining  the  performance 
or  actually  engaging  in  the  performance 
of  any  nailing  or  stapling  on  of  wire  lath, 
metal  lath,  or  other  lath  or  plaster  board 
material  in  connection  with  the  plastering 
work  on  any  multiple  dwelling,  apartment 
house  and/or  flat  house,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  New  York,  Bronx  and  Richmond 
Counties;  and  it  is  further 

ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  the  defendant  and  each  and 
all  of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  serv- 
ants and  employees  of  the  defendant.  Local 
46,  and  all  persons  acting  under  their  and 
each  of  their  authority,  control,  order, 
assent,  advice  or  direction,  be  perma- 
nently enjoined  and  restrained  from  con- 
tracting for,  agreeing  to,  or  undertaking 
to  perform,  or  obtaining  the  performance, 
or  actually  engaging  in  the  performance 
of  any  nailing  or  stapling  on  of  wire  lath, 
metal  lath  or  other  lath  or  plaster  board 
material,  in  connection  with  the  plastering 
work  on  any  construction  jobs  where  nail- 
ing or  stapling  and  also  tying  on  of  such 
lath  is  done  and  where  such  nailing  or 
stapling  on  exceeds  100  yards,  on  any  one 
of  such  jobs,  within  the  territory  of  New 
York,  Bronx  and  Richmond  Counties:  and 

it  further 

ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  the  defendant  and  cack  nnd 
all  of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  and 


servants  and  employees  of  the  defendant, 
Local  46,  and  all  persons  acting  under 
their  and  each  of  their  authority,  control, 
order,  assent,  advice  or  direction,  be  per- 
manently enjoined  and  restrained  from 
contracting  for,  agreeing  to,  or  undertak- 
ing to  perform,  or  obtaining  the  perform- 
ance, or  actually  engaging  in  the  perform- 
ance of  applying  material,  known  as 
corner  beads,  or  any  construction  job, 
where  nailing  or  stapling  on  and  also  tying 
on  of  such  lath  is  done  and  where  such 
corner  beads  amounting  to  400  feet  or  less 
are  applied  on  any  one  job;  within  the 
territory  of  New  York,  Bronx  and  Rich- 
mond Counties.' 

Despite  the  latter  injunction.  Local  46  per- 
sists in  continuing  its  violations  and  its  in- 
fringement upon  the  jurisdiction  of  Local  308, 
which  necessitated  a  motion  to  punish  the 
officers  of  Local  46  for  contempt  of  Court. 
No  decision  was  rendered  on  that  motion,  a 
stipulation  being  entered  into  between  the 
parties  before  the  Court,  settling  the  matter 
as  far  as  it  concerned  the  particular  jobs 
there  in  issue. 

That  this  situation  seriously  affects  the  wel- 
fare and  livelihood  of  the  members  of  our 
Local  Unions,  should  be  clear  without  any 
argument.  When  the  decision  of  1917  was 
made  by  the  International  Convention,  most 
of  the  work  in  the  lathing  industry  was  wood 
lathing.  Metal  lathing  was  inconsequential,  and 
at  that  time,  the  local  unions  which  were 
engaged  in  wood  lathing,  were  eager  and 
anxious  to  help  Local  46  exist  and  made  sub- 
stantial compromise  for  the  benefit  of  Local  46. 

Local  46  has  a  long  record  of  infringement 
and  violation  of  both  decisions  and  contract. 

In  1936,  it  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Local  244  giving  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  that 
local  of  all  nailing  and  stapling,  but  soon 
entered  on  a  course  of  violations  which  resulted 
in  Local  244  petitioning  the  International 
Executive  Board  for  relief.  President  McSorley, 
under  date  of  October  29th,  1937,  ordered 
Local  46  to  cease  its  violations,  but  the  order 
was  ignored.  Local  244  was  then  forced  to 
commence  injunction  proceedings  leading  to  the 
judgment  against  Local  46,  to  which  we  have 
already  referred. 

Now  the  economic  conditions  have  changed. 
The  trend  in  the  industry  is  towards  fireproof- 
ing  and  the  bulk  of  lathing  is  all  metal  con- 
struction or  reinforced  concrete.  Comparatively 
very  little  wood  lathing  is  being  used. 
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As  an  illusti Mlioii  ot  our  prohlciiis,  vvc  icfcr 
to  the  use  of  gypsum  board.  We  contend  that 
gypsum  board  is  merely  a  plaster  board  with 
another  name.  Local  4(),  on  the  other  hand, 
claims  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  gypsum  board 
work. 

We  respectfully  urge  this  convention  to  make 
a  general  ruling  that  I^ocal  46  has  jurisdiction 
only  over  light  iron  furring,  metal  lathing  and 
reinforced  concrete  and  fireproof  arches;  that 
work  on  any  other  material  or  any  nature 
whatsoever,  is  within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

If  our  local  unions  arc  to  survive,  we 
must  insist  not  only  upon  Local  46  strictly 
adhering  to  the  decisions  of  our  organiza- 
tion and  its  contractual  obligations,  but 
some  attention  must  be  paid  by  our  general 
organization  for  the  reallocation  of  juris- 
diction so  as  to  effect  justice  and  fair  play 
and  permit  each  of  our  organizations  to 
survive  and  provide  a  decent  livelihood 
for  all  its  members." 

At  the  hearing,  evidence  was  submitted  that 
Local  46  was  persisting  in  violating  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  and  the  decision  of  the 
International  in  granting  certificates  to  out- 
siders, when  members  of  our  Local  were  out 
of  work. 

Despite  the  verdict  of  guilty,  against  Local 
46,  and  the  fact  that  the  violations  had  been 
committed  for  a  long  time,  all  the  Executive 
Council  could  do  was  to  "recommend"  to 
Local  46  to  "live  up  to  and  comply."  It  was 
not  even  an  order.  No  indication  was  given 
as  to  the  consequences  for  failure  to  honor  the 
"recommendation." 

As  was  to  be  expected,  from  such  a  wishy- 
washy  decision,  Local  46  has  completely  ig- 
nored the  "recommendation"  of  the  Executive 
Council. 

By  July  7th,  1950,  we  felt  constrained  to 
again  complain  to  President  McSorley,  in  the 
following  letter: 

"July  7th,  1950 

Mr.  William  J.  McSorlcy 
2605  Detroit  Avenue 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Again  we  must  lodge  a  formal  protest 
with  you  against  Local  46's  violations  of 
the  decisions  of  the  International. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  90  to  110 
of  our  members  idle,  Local  46  has  laid  off 
our  members  who  were  working  on  its  jobs, 
while  keeping  members  of  outside  locals. 


p:irti(  ularly  New  J<Tscy,  at  work. 

In  your  decision  after  the  hearings  in 

January,  1950,  you  said: 

'It  is  therefore  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  Council  that  Local  46  live 
up  to  and  comjily  with  the  conditions 
set  forth  in  the  above  mentioned  docu- 
ment in  its  entirety,  applying  the  various 
sections  of  that  document  in  good  faith, 
and  sincerity,  and  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  membership  of  our  Local  Unions,  in 
Greater  New  York,  and  surrounding 
areas.' 

We  repeat  our  oft-made  request,  that  the 
International  take  effective  action  in  the 
matter. 

Fraternally  yours, 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers,  Int'l  Union 
Local  308. 

(Signed)  MICHAEL  A.  RIZZO, 

President." 

(End  of  Quotation  of  1949  Resolution) 

No  relief  was  forthcoming. 

After  many  other  complaints,  during  the  in- 
tervening period,  we  wrote  Brother  Matthews 
the  following  letter,  giving  details. 

"June  26th,  1952. 

Mr.  Walter  M.  Matthews 
Metallic  Lathers  Union,  Local  46 
1322  Third  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York. 
Dear  Brother  Matthews: 

Again  I  am  forced  to  write  you  concern- 
ing the  violation  by  Local  46  of  our  long 
standing  agreement  approved  by  the  Inter- 
national requiring  Local  46  to  give  prefer- 
ence to  members  of  Local  308  upon  all  jobs 
within  the  jurisdictional  area  of  Local  308. 

This  matter  has  been  before  the  Inter- 
national bodies  several  times  and  in  each 
instance.  Local  46  either  promised  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  said 
agreement  and  decisions  or  the  bodies  hear- 
ing the  complaints  ordered  Local  46  to 
comply. 

We  regret  to  have  to  say  that  Local  46 
is  still  violating  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
said  agreement  and  decisions. 

I  will  recite  just  one  or  two  instances 
occuring  within  the  very  recent  past: 

1.  On  the  Al  Smith  Housing  Project, 
at  New  Chambers  Street,  New  York  City, 
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we  know  that  at  least  three  men  from  out 
of  town  were  doing  furring  and  lathing 
work  under  the  supervision  of  Local  46 
from  about  April  15,  1952  to  about  June 
15,  1952,  to  our  own  knowledge  and  pos- 
sibly later.  This  information  we  have  ob- 
tained from  indisputable  sources.  Sonic  of 
our  members  who  were  employed  on  that 
project  were  laid  off  about  a  week  ago,  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  men 
hired  from  outside  our  jurisdiction,  con- 
tinued to  work. 

In  the  approximate  two  months  men- 
tioned ah()\-e,  during  which  time  you  were 
placing  persons  not  from  our  Local  on  the 
A\  Smith  Housing  Project,  Local  308  had 
70  or  more  members  who  were  unemployed 
men  who  had  previously  done  work  under 
the  supervision  of  Local  46  and  whose  com- 
petency was  never  questioned. 

2.  On  the  St.  Nicholas  Housing  Project, 
at  127th  Street  and  7th  .\venue,  N.  Y.  C, 
we  know  that  at  least  10  men  from  out  of 
town  were  working  under  your  supervision 
— men  who  obtained  their  jobs,  through 
Local  46  and  worked  from  about  April  1, 
1952  to  June  15,  1952,  during  a  period,  as 
I  have  already  set  forth,  when  our  local 
had  at  least  70  available  riualified  lathers. 

There  can  be  no  excuse  in  these  instances 
for  failure  of  Local  46  to  have  remedied  the 
situation. 

I  have  spoken  to  you  several  times  and 
to  your  business  agent,  Tim  Spillane.  Each 
time  I  spoke  to  you  or  Tim  Spillane,  you 
denied  any  knowledge  of  the  situation  and 
promised  to  make  an  investigation  and  re- 
port back  to  me.  Although  week  upon 
week  passd,  no  report  was  made  to  me,  as 
to  the  correctness  of  my  charge  or  any  facts 
to  disprove  same. 

We  cannot  permit  this  condition  to  con- 
tinue any  longer.  Unless  we  have  binding 
assurance  that  these  violations  will  stop,  we 
will  be  compelled  to  commence  legal  pro- 
eedings.  We  hope  that  this  will  not  be 
necessary. 

It  should  be  possible  for  two  sister  locals 
in  the  same  International  to  iron  out  their 
diflficulties  without  resort  to  outside  ele- 
ments, but  if  it  must  be  done,  wc  will  do  it. 

We  hope  that  wc  will  obtain  from  you, 
a  comradely  and  fraternal  consideration  of 
this  matter,  to  the  end  that  friction  between 
us  will  cease  and  to  the  benefit  of  your 


members,  our  nn'mbrrs  and  the  lathing  in- 
dustry in  general. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Wood,    \Vire    and    Metal    Lathers'  Int'l 
Union,  Local  No.  308. 
(Signed)  MICHAEL  A.  RIZZO 
President 

MR:  iac 

cc:  Mr.  Tim  Spillane 
Metallic  Lathers  Union, 
Local  46." 

It  is  now  clear  that  this  matter  can  no 
longer  be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Local 
46  which  has  shown  an  evident  intent  to  avoid 
carrying  out  it's  obligations,  nor  can  we  de- 
pend any  longer  upon  the  Executive  Council 
which  has  handled  the  issue  with  lack  of 
understanding,  lack  of  courage  and  with  an 
obvious  intent  to  avoid  liquidation  of  the  hor- 
rible conditions  existing  among  our  Locals  in 
New  York  City. 

The  issue  must  be  decisively  dealt  with,  and 
that  can  only  be  done  by  this  Convention, 
which  has  the  objectivity,  impartiality,  courage 
and  desire  to  efTect  justice,  even  against  the 
depredation  of'  a  powerful  local.  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  even  our  Conventions  fear  Local 
46;  let  it  not  be  hinted  that  our  Convention 
can  only  "Pass  the  Buck";  let  it  use  the 
scalpel,  cut  deep,  and  effect  a  complete  cure. 

For  that  purpose  we  propose  and  move: 

That  in  view  of  the  findings  of  the  Executive 
Council,  that  Local  46  has  been  persistently  in- 
fringing upon  the  rights  of  the  undersigned 
Local  Unions,  and  that  despite  the  "recom- 
mendation" of  the  Executive  Council,  "That 
Local  46  live  up  to  and  comply  with  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  above  mentioned 
document  in  its  entirety,  applying  the  various 
sections  of  that  document  in  good  faith  and 
sincerity,  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  mem- 
bership of  our  Local  Unions  in  Greater  New 
York,  and  surrounding  areas,"  Local  46  is  still 
continuing  its  violations,  that  the  Charter  of 
Local  46  be  revoked  by  this  Convention  and 
that  its  jurisdiction  be  transferred  to  the 
undersigned  Locals  to  be  exercised  within  their 
respective  territories. 

We  submit  this  matter  to  you  fully  confident 
that  you  will  make  a  decision  which  will  be 
just,  fair  and  beneficial  to  the  members  in- 
solved. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Local  6,  Queens  County 
New  York  City 
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By;  Win.  CoIkii 

Loral  244,  Kings  CUjuiity 

Npw  York  City 

By:   Samson  Slonc 

[,ocal  30K,  New  N'ork  CouiiIn 

New  York  City 

By:  Michael  A.  Ri//o 

RESOLUTKW  No.  7 

Red-rrcd  to  C^omniitlcc- 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHRRE.\S,  the  Asreeinent  of  May  10,  1950 
between  the  Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union  and  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
made  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  jurisdic- 
tional disputes  has  failed  in  its  purpose  and 
has  actually  created  disputes  where  none  had 
existed  before,  and 

WHERE.\S,  the  effect  of  these  disputes  has 
only  resulted  in  the  loss  of  our  work,  and 

WHEREAS,  all  Agreements  should  be  writ- 
ten in  such  language  that  no  interpretation  or 
explanation  should  be  necessary 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that 
Paragraphs  1  and  2  of  the  Agreement  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

1 .  On  all  partitions  or  walls  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  plaster,  the  metal 
base,  casing  bead,  base  bead,  corner  bead, 
plaster  stops  and  guards  of  all  descrip- 
tions attached  thereto  shall  be  the  work 
of  members  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  LInion. 

2.  All  metal  trim  applied  to  partitions  or 
walls  after  plastering  shall  be  the  work  of 
members  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 

The  Paragraphs  as  they  are  in  the  present 
Agreement  read  as  follows: 

1.  Whene\er  partitions  or  walls  are  erected 
with  light  iron  furring  and  metal  lath 
applied,  the  metal  base,  beads  or  guards, 
attached  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving plaster  shall  be  the  work  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union. 

2.  All  other  metal  trim  applied  to  other 
types  of  partitions  or  walls  before  or  after 
plastering  (except  metal  corner  beads  or 
guards  to  receive  plaster)  shall  be  the 
work  of  members  of  the  L'nited  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 

Resolution  Committee   of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  L^nion,  Local  74 
Russell  Hickey,  Secretary 
D.  A.  McVey,  Local  No.  74 


RESOLUTION  No.  H 

Rffrrrfd  to  (!ommittrr 
(in  Laws  &  Rmnliition^ 

WI  n^RE.AS,  The  iii.;r(  i  iiirnt  entered  into  tin- 
der date  of  October  1'?,  1037,  b\-  the  re|)resen- 
latives  of  the  Operative  Plastereis'  and  Omenl 
Finishers'  International  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers 
International  Union  is  in  strict  opposition  with 
our  jurisdiction  claims  as  outlined  by  the  Den- 
ver Convention's  Decision  of  April  28,  1920, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  convention  of  the  W'ood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union  assembled  in 
Houston,  Texas,  October  13  to  17,  1952,  in- 
struct the  incoming  officers  that  we  can  not 
concede  any  of  the  original  claims  as  outlined 
in  the  Denver  decision. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  A.  McVey,  Local  No.  74 
James  Cale,  Local  No.  9 
Chas.  W.  King,  Tri-State  Dist.  Council 
J.  W.  Bowser, 

Centl.  N.  Y.  Dist.  Council 
John  BarnofT,  Local  No.  395 
Geo.  Wheatley,  Local  No.  277 
F.  E.  Bundy,  Local  No.  364 
R.  R.  Brown,  Local  No.  295 
J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  No.  228 
Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  No.  235 

B.  L.  Henry,  Local  No.  451 
John  Giesey,  Local  No.  114 
F.  M.  Brockcr,  Local  No.  62 
A.  A.  Mouton,  Local  No.  500 
Ed.  R.  GofT,  Local  No.  140 
Orie  Miller,  Local  No.  203 
David  Roe,  Local  No.  190 

L.  Peffer,  Local  No.  483 

C.  Checkley,  Local  No.  526 
Ray  Venton,  Local  No.  422 
A.  W.  Ruble,  Local  No.  131 
Mike  C.  Lentz,  Local  No.  225 
F.  J.  Wilbert,  Local  No.  64 

M.  W.  Baughman,  Local  No.  222 
T.  G.  Bundy,  Lone  Star  St.  Co. 
O.  E.  Roberts,  Local  No.  202 
E.  F.  Brasch,  Badger  State  Council 
Elwood  Eshe,  Local  No.  27 
Harry  Karius,  Local  No.  4 
H.  Harrington,  Local  No.  344 
L.  H.  Bage,  Local  No.  33 
J.  B.  Rairigh, 

West  Penn  Dist.  Council 
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Chas.  VV.  Shcttcrly,  Local  No.  80 
Harold  Robinson,  Local  No.  52.') 
John  Kelly,  Local  No.  232 
Alfred  Paillc,  Loral  No.  ."^l 
E.  H.  Halverson,  Local  No.  278 
S.  P.  Robinson,  Local  No.  144 
Earl  \'.  Davidson,  Local  No.  88 
H.  C.  Eilcr,  Local  No.  263 

D.  L.  Evans,  Local  No.  514 
L.  F.  Shipnian, 

Volunteer  State  Council 
B.  N.  Sims,  Local  No.  305 
H.  C.  Nicholson,  Local  No.  134 

E.  E.  Weichman,  Local  No.  8 

RESOLUTION  No.  9 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,  that  in  the  Northwest  new  de- 
velopments are  being  found  such  as  the  Oil 
Strikes  in  North  Dakota  and  the  Iron  Mining 
Industry  in  Minnesota  is  embarking  in  a  new 
enterprise  converting  low  grade  ore  into  high 
grade  ore  called  Taconite  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Steel  Industry  is  now  spend- 
ing over  one  half  billion  dollars  building  new 
plants  with  new  cities  springing  up  and  houses 
being  built  to  accommodate  new  workers,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  new 
Vice  President  from  the  Northwest  be  added 
who  is  familiar  with  the  general  surroundings 
in  this  District  who  would  be  called  for  organi- 
zational duties, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  at  this 
Convention  convening  here  in  Houston  that 
we  give  this  our  due  consideration. 

Submitted  by, 

Lawrence  PefTer, 

Delegate  Local  No.  483 

RESOLUTION  No.  10 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHERE.^S,  much  dissatisfaction  has  been 
caused  by  certain  acts  of  the  International  of- 
fice such  as  the  agreements  with  the  carpen- 
ters and  the  plasterers,  and 

WHEREAS,  much  unrest  exists  because  some 
people  think  that  the  present  officers  have 
reached  an  age  of  retirement,  and 

WHERE.'\S,  the  present  International  office 
has  listened  a  long  time  to  these  pressures 
without  fully  disclosing  the  full  weakness  of 
the  Lathers'  Unions  in  any  of  the  general  con- 
ventions, such  as  A.  F.  of  L.  or  Building  Trades, 
and 


WHEREAS,  to  disclose  tlu-  full  weakness  of 
the  L.TthiTs"  economic  force  in  the  \oting  at 
( ".on\  entions  with  the  rarpenters  ironworkers, 
i  tc,  would  be  suicide,  and 

WHEREAS,  should  anything  occur  to  change 
our  international  status  through  illness  or 
death,  the  delegates  of  the  member  locals  would 
desire  to  have  a  voice  in  the  election  of  our 
representative  as  their  General  President 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
that  Section  12  of  International  By-Laws  be 
rescinded  and  Section  5  be  amended  as  fol- 
lows: After  the  word  President  insert  the  words 
"Executive  Vice  President" — and  between  Sec- 
tions 25  and  26,  insert  the  words:  "that  the 
duties  of  the  Executive  Vice  President  shall  be 
to  assist  the  General  President  in  all  his  duties 
and  to  take  his  place  when  he  is  indisposed  and 
further  that  he  shall  succeed  him  as  General 
President  in  event  of  death  or  any  other  fail- 
ing which  renders  him  unable  to  fulfill  the 
duties  of  his  ofTice." 

Submitted  by, 

Wm.  E.  O'Connor, 

Western  N.  Y.  Dist.  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  11 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Grievance 

RESOLVED  that  Local  No.  53  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania,  through  its  Charter  restrict- 
ing Local  No.  492  to  lot  work  constitutes  an 
unfair  and  discriminatory  act.  The  agreement 
between  the  two  Locals  is  not  staple  in  that 
selected  workers  are  drawn  from  Nocal  No.  492 
by  Local  No.  53  in  time  of  shortage  to  do  work 
in  direct  violation  of  both  Charters. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  we,  the  members  of 
Local  No.  492,  feel  that  we  are  fair  and  ask 
without  animosity  that  we  be  permitted, 
through  amendment  to  our  Charter,  the  return 
of  nail-on  work  regardless  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  structure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elmer  G.  Mars,  Local  No.  492 

RESOLUTION  No.  12 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Grievance 

IN  RE 

PETITION  AND  RESOLUTION  OF 
LOCALS  6,  244  AND  308  OF  THE  WOOD, 
WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS'  INTER- 
NATIONAL UNION,  ADDRESSED  TO 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION, 
TO  BE  HELD  AT  HOUSTON,  TEXAS, 
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COMMENCING  OCTOBER  13TII,  1952: 
TO  THE  HONORABLE  DELEGATES  OF 

THE  CONVENTION: 
BRETHREN: 

The  undersigned  Local  Unions,  Local  6,  244 
and  308  have  submitted  to  this  Convention,  a 
Resolution  setting  forth,  in  detail,  charges 
against  Local  46,  and  showing  that  such  charges 
have  been  found  valid  by  the  Executive  Council, 
and  that  in  view  of  the  continuance  of  the  viola- 
tions, despite  the  recommendation  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  that  Local  46  comply  with  its  con- 
tractual commitments  and  the  decisions  of  the 
International,  Local  46's  Charter  should  be  re- 
voked by  the  Convention. 

The  undersigned  Local  Unions,  anticipating 
the  possibility  that  the  aforementioned  Resolu- 
tion may  fail  of  adoption,  hereby  submit  an 
alternative  Resolution.  We  hope  that  by  the 
submission  of  this  Alternative  Resolution,  no 
assumption  or  presumption  will  arise  in  the 
minds  of  any  of  the  Delegates  that  we  thereby 
concede  the  weakness  of  the  original  Resolution. 
We  feel  strongly  that  the  Resolution  aforemen- 
tioned, should  in  justness  and  fairness  be  over- 
whelmingly adopted.  This  Resolution  is  merely 
a  precautionary  measure  in  view  of  the  parlia- 
mentary obstacles  to  submitting  the  Alternative 
Resolution  after  a  main  Resolution  fails  of 
adoption. 

THEREFORE,  we  propose  and  move  that 
this  Convention : 

1 .  That  Local  46  be  ordered  to  promptly 
cease  violating  its  contractual  commit- 
ments, and  the  decisions  of  the  Interna- 
tional, and  that  it  be  ordered  to  effectively 
institute  the  system  of  first  hiring  members 
of  the  Local  Union  in  whose  territory  Local 
46  shall  be  operating  on  any  job,  before 
giving  certificates  to  outsiders.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  found  Local  46  guilty 
of  violating  this  obligation. 

2.  That  a  Special  Committee  elected  from 
the  floor  of  the  Convention,  be  established, 
to  consider  the  following  propositions, 
which  were  submitted  to  the  1949  Con- 
vention, by  the  undersigned,  and  which 
have  not  been  considered  at  all  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  although  it  was  referred 
to  it.  The  propositions  are: 

(a)  Amalgamation  of  all  the  Locals  op- 
erating within  Greater  New  York  City 
— Locals  6,  46,  244  and  308,  into  one 
Local;  or 

(b)  Re-allocate  Greater  New  York  City 
territory  among  the  said  four  locals. 


giving  eac  h  jurisdiction  within  its  t(  i- 
ritory  over  all  forms  of  lathing. 
We  submit  this  matter  to  you,  fully  confident 
that  you  will  make  a  decision,  which  will  bi- 
just,  fair  and  Ijcncficial  to  the  members  in- 
volved. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Local  6,  Queens  County, 

New  York  City 

By  Wm.  Cohen 

Local  244,  Kings  County, 

New  York  City 

By  Samson  Stone 

Local  308,  New  York  County, 

New  York  City 

By  Michael  A.  Rizzo 

RESOLUTION  No.  13 

Referred  to  Ck)inmittee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 
WHEREAS,  The  Convention  Fund  has  ac- 
cumulated approximately  One  Hundred  Eighty- 
One  Thousand  Dollars  ($181,000.00),  and 

WHEREAS,  It  will  cost  approximately  One 
Hundred  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  ($110,000.00) 
to  hold  this  Convention,  and 

WHEREAS,  That  will  leave  approximately 
Seventy  Thousand  Dollars  ($70,000.00)  in  the 
Convention  Fund,  and 

WHEREAS,  Section  203  of  the  International 
Constitution  provides  that  we  shall  collect  from 
our  membership  a  special  assessment  of  thirty- 
five  cents  (35c)  per  member  per  month  for  the 
purpose  of  financing  said  fund,  and 

WHEREAS,  This  thirty-five  cents  (35c)  per 
member  per  month  has  accumulated  this  ap- 
proximate surplus  of  Seventy  Thousand  Dollars 
($70,000.00),  over  a  period  of  three  years,  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  probably  other  resolu- 
tions to  be  submitted  which  will  propose  to 
increase  the  per  capita  tax  to  the  International 
Union,  and 

WHEREAS,  A  reduction  in  the  per  capita 
tax  to  the  Convention  Fund  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  entire  membership,  now  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  Section  203  of  the  Inter- 
national Constitution  be  changed  to  read: 
"twenty  cents  (20c)  per  month"  instead  of 
"thirty-five  cents  (35c)  per  month,"  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  the 
balance  of  approximately  Seventy  Thousand 
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Dollars  ( $70,000.00 \  shall  be  applied  towards 
the  Twenty-Second  International  Clonvention 
Fund. 

Submitted  by, 

l"rank  CI.  Burke,  Sec.-Treas. 

Mass.  State  Council 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Chas.  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.  F.  Shipman, 

\'olunteer  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Jos.  M.  Kioes, 

New  York  State  Council 
Pat  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State  Council 
J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  14 

Referred  to  Commitlee 
on  Lu\^'s  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  Section  96  of  the 

Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"EfTective  December  1,  1952,  the  monthly 
assessment  placed  upon  every  member  of  our 
International  Union  by  the  1936  Convention 
shall  be  raised  to  fifty  cents  ($0.50)  monthly 
and  shall  be  continued  until  the  next  convention. 
Said  assessment  to  be  placed  in  a  separate  fund 
for  the  enlarged  organizational  work  and  for 
the  protection  of  our  jurisdictional  claims  and 
to  aid  and  assist  in  the  promotion  of  our  gen- 
eral welfare. 

The  President  shall  also  appoint  not  less 
than  four  (4)  organizers  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed with  due  regard  to  the  geographical 
limits  of  our  International  Union,  and  to  pro- 
mote its  Educational  activities  in  order  to  per- 
petuate our  Industry.  These  organizers  shall  be 
placed  upon  a  full  time  basis  and  shall  devote 
all  of  their  efforts  to  aiding  in  the  organiza- 
tional work  of  the  International  I'nion." 
Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.    F.   Shipman,    X'ulunteer  State 
Council 

J.  A.  Henr\-,  .\.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 


This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 
h\'  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  15 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolution.1 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  Section  126  of  the 

Constitution  shall  be  amended  to  read  as 

follows: 

"Wherever  any  official  of  any  local  union 
has  been  found  short  in  his  accounts,  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  General  President,  upon 
being  notified  by  any  three  members  of  any 
such  local,  to  proceed  immediately  to  collect 
such  shortage,  and  failing  to  collect  such  short- 
age, he  will  immediately  proce«»i  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  seriire  the  reim- 
bursement of  such  shortage." 

Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioe«,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.   F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State 

Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  16 

Referred  to  C^ommittee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
WHEREAS  the  headquarters  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  has  been  in  Cleveland,  Ohio 
for  many  years  and  during  said  time  has  ade- 
quately served  the  needs  of  our  International 
l^nion,  and 

WHEREAS,  with  the  fast  changing  times 
the  many  laws  emanating  from  the  capitol  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  the  many  boards  having 
to  do  with  the  problems  of  our  Union  and  the 
fact  that  the  Building  Trades  Department  as 
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wrll  as  luaiiy  lornl.itctl  iiidiislrics  arc  now  lo- 
ratcd  in  Wasliington,  D.  CI., 

THEREFORi:,  BE  I  T  RES(  )IA  F,D,  that 
tlip  Prrsidcnl  sliall  appoint  a  committpc  within 
ninety  clays  (90)  after  adoption  of  this  resohi- 
tion,  with  power  to  dispose  of  our  hendquartrrs 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  sueh  prire  and  on  sui  li 
terms  as  such  committee  in  its  discretion  may 
deem  advisable  and  that  the  committee  be  fur- 
ther empowered  to  rent,  lease,  or  buy  quarters 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  or  close  proximity 
thereto,  to  the  end  that  our  International  head- 
quarters shall  be  transferred  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Latliers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.   F.  Shipman,   Volunteer  State 

Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  17 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  Section  95  of  the 

present  Constitution  be  amended   to  read  as 

follows: 

"When  the  treasury  drops  below  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($50,000.00),  the  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall,  the  following  month,  levy 
an  International  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents 
($.25)  extra  per-capita  tax  a  member  and  so 
on  from  month  to  month,  until  the  treasury 
reaches  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000.00), 
when  such  assessment  shall  cease." 

Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 


L.  Slii|jin,in,    \' <)  1 II II I  e  (•  r  .State 

( Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  \.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Riirke,  Mass.  State  Council 
I'his  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  18 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Luws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  Section  93  of  the 
Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows. 

The  revenue  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  shall  be  derived 
from  a  percapita  tax  of  one  dollar  and  ten 
cents  ($1.10)  a  member  a  month;  International 
reinstatement  fee  of  three  dollars  ($.3.00)  and 
fifty  percent  (50%)  of  all  "local  reinstatement 
fees"  collected  in  accordance  with  Section  108; 
50%  of  all  renewal  fees  on  withdrawal  cards; 
the  profits  on  supplies;  all  L.I.U.  fines  that  may 
be  imposed  and  collected;  and  all  initiated 
members  of  the  L.I.U.  shall  be  charged  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  ($5.00)  for  the  fee  of  en- 
rollment at  Headquarters.  Said  five  dollars 
($5.00)  shall  be  in  addition  to  the  local's  ini- 
tiation fee. 

All  expenses  of  the  Executive  Council  meet- 
ings shall  be  defrayed  from  the  General  Fund. 

Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.   F.  Shipman,   Volunteer  State 

Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 
by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  19 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
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Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  I'nion 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
WHEREAS,  Section  93  of  the  Constitution 
has  been  amended  to  take  rare  of  the  per- 
capita  tax  fund  created  under  Section  94  of 
the  Constitution. 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED 
that  Section  94  of  the  Constitution  be  deleted 
in  total. 

Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.   F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State 
Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 

by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 

State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  20 

Referred  to  CommiUee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
WHEREAS,  during  the  present  troublesome 
times  and  the  ever  changing  as  well  as  ever 
increasing  problems  affecting  the  future  of  the 
members  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union  require  that  more  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  such  changes  and  that  the 
Executive  Council  should  be  fully  aware  of 
these  changes  as  they  occur. 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
that  the  present  Section  19  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union  be  eliminated  and  in  place  instead 
thereof  the  following  shall  be  inserted: 

"Section  19:  He  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Council  twice  a  year  and  that  one 
of  such  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council  shall 
be  held  at  the  same  time,  date  and  place  as  that 
set  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department." 
Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 


L.    F.    Shiijman,    \'olunteer  State 
Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 

by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 

State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  21 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 
21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Texas. 
WHERE.'VS,  the  many  changes  in  laws,  rul- 
ings and  administrative  findings  require  that 
more  and  closer  attention  be  paid  to  such  laws, 
rules  and  findings  to  the  end  that  members  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union  shall  be  ad\ised  and  informed  in 
such  matters. 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
that  Section  21  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  adding  the  words,  "He  shall  engage  counsel 
to  be  used  in  actual  litigation  and  in  a  con- 
sultative capacity." 
Submitted  by, 

Joseph  M.  Kioes,  New  York  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
P.  W.  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 

Council  of  Lathers 
Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council 
Charles  Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council 
L.   F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State 
Council 

J.  A.  Henry,  N.  C.  State  Council 
Lloyd  Mashburn,  Calif.  State  Council 
Frank  C.  Burke,  Mass.  State  Council 
This  resolution  was  approved  and  adopted 

by  the  delegates  in  session  for  the  New  York 

State  Council  of  Lathers  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

November  17,  1951. 

RESOLUTION  No.  22 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  this  Conven- 
tion here  assembled,  we  wish  to  present  the 
following  resolution  to  the  Delegates  here  as- 
sembled for  your  approval.  The  resolution 
reads  as  follows: 

WHEREAS  the  retirement  benefits  at  the 
present  time  are  totally  inadequate,  and  the 
Lathers  International  Union  has  and 

WHEREAS  the  hardships  that  face  the  great 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Lathers  In- 
ternational Union  at  retirement  age; 

THEREFORE  be   it   resolved  that   50c  a 
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mouth  sliall  be  r tilkctcd  from  each  luciulxr 
of  the  Lathers  Intern, ition.il  I'liioii  to  l)e 
known  as  a  n  tircment  fund,  aiul  an>  member 
of  the  Laihi  rs  lnt< niatioiial  L'nion  upon  reach- 
ing the  age  ol  G5  years,  with  25  years  good 
standing  in  the  International  Union,  shall  be 
entitled  to  retirement  benefits  from  this  fund. 

The  amount  of  benefits  that  each  member 
shall  receive  upon  becoming  eligible  for  re- 
tirement benefits,  shall  be  determined  upon 
proper  calculation  of  the  fund,  and  in  what 
manner  shall  be  paid. 

The  collections  for  this  fund  to  become  ef- 
fective immediately  upon  passage  of  this  Reso- 
lution, and  the  payments  for  retirement  bene- 
fits shall  become  effective  one  year  from  the 
date  of  passage  of  this  Resolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  recommend  the  passage  of 
this  Resolution. 

Submitted  by, 

R.  Wetzel,  Delegate  No.  5 
Harry  Pingston,  Delegate  No.  505 

RESOLUTION  No.  23 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire,  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 
WHEREAS  in  the  past  there  has  been  some 
lack  in  specifying  the  eligibility  and  current 
standing  in  the  L.I.U.  a  member  should  have, 
before  being  allowed  to  follow  a  contractor  as 
a  foreman,  and 

WHEREAS  there  have  been  many  com- 
plaints and  caused  much  confusion  in  the 
locals  and  the  expense  of  a  delegate  going  in  to 
straighten  out  such  matters  caused  by  a  fore- 
man with  little  standing  in  the  L.I.U. 

THEREFORE  be  it  resolved  that  Sec.  75  on 
page  24  of  the  International  constitution  be 
amended  as  follows  (Second  Paragraph): 

"When  a  foreman  is  sent  in  by  a  contractor 
from  another  jurisdiction  he  must  have  at  least 
two  years  continuous  good  standing  in  the 
L.I.U." 

Submitted  by, 

C.  W.  Furches,  Local  498 
N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 
J.  A.  Henry,  North  Carolina 

State  Council 
L.  F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State 

Council 
Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265 
A.  A.  Mouton.  Local  500 


K.  B.  Jeffreys,  Local  510 
W.  C.  Lin.  r,  Loc  al  II 
Ben  Shannon,  Lex  al  59 

B.  L.  Henry,  J>ocal  151 
J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 
Philip  Colbert,  Local  45 

C.  F.  McKinncy,  Local  55 
R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466 
Charles  Edmonds,  Local  257 
Richard  Fair,  Local  488 

W.  F.  Davis,  Ga.  State  Council 
Jack  Bailey,  Local  234 
Guy  A.  Browcr,  Local  235 
N.  B.  Smith,  Dade,  Broward, 

Palm  Beach  &  Vicinity  D.  C. 
George  Dukes,  Local  486 
Chris  Taylor,  Local  262 
John  W.  Black,  Local  406 
Frank  J.  Allen,  Local  455 
A.  B.  Smith,  Local  503 
Herbert  G.  Gibson  Jr.,  Local  63 

RESOLUTION  No.  24 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 
WHEREAS,  All  costs  of  living  have  been 
increasing  from  year  to  year,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  L.I.U.  death  benefits  have 
not  been  in  keeping  with  the  price  trends,  and 
WHEREAS,  In  order  to  provide  a  more 
decent  burial  for  our  deceased  members,  and 

WHEREAS,  Uphold  the  dignity  benefiting 
our  L.I.U.  and  its  membership, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that 
this  International  Convention  go  on  record  as 
adopting  a  benefit  fund  separate  from  the 
death  benefit  which  now  exists.  The  amount 
of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00)  be  paid 
his  nearest  dependent,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED  that  on  January  1,  1953,  the 
International  will  levy  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  per 
member  to  create  a  separate  fund  for  this 
benefit,  to  be  placed  in  a  separate  account  for 
same.  On  depletion  of  this  amount,  another 
assessment  will  be  levied  of  One  Dollar  ($1.00) 
per  member  to  replenish  this  burial  fund.  All 
members  paying  into  this  fund  will  receive 
said  benefit  regardless  of  length  of  member- 
ship. 

Submitted  by, 

W.  F.  Davis,  Georgia  State  Council 
J.  H.  Nobles,  Local  497 
Richard  Fair,  Local  488 
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R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466 
N.  Percival,  Local  240 
Guy  A.  Blower,  Local  235 
Carl  VV.  Furches,  Local  498 
J.  A.  Henry,  North  Cnrolina 

State  Council 
N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 
N.  B.  Smith,  Dade,  Broward,  Palm 

Beach  Counties  &  Vicinity  D.  C. 
George  Dukes,  Local  486 
John  W.  Black,  Local  406 
Chris  Taylor,  Local  262 
Frank  J.  Allen,  Local  455 
A.  B.  Smith,  Local  503 
H.  G.  Gibson  Jr.,  Local  63 
L.  F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State  Co. 

A.  A.  Mouton,  Local  500 
R.  B.  Jeffreys,  Local  510 
W.  C.  Liner,  Local  41 
Ben  Shannon,  Local  59 

B.  L.  Henry,  Local  451 
J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 
Jack  Bailey,  Local  234 
Philip  Colbert,  Local  45 
Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265 
Charles  Edmonds,  Local  257 

C.  F.  McKinney,  Local  55 

RESOLUTION  No.  25 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 
WHEREAS,  In  our  experiences  and  economic 
situations  pertinent  to  our  trade,  we  find  in- 
adequate provisions  made  for  aged  members, 
and 

WHEREAS,  In  order  to  more  equitably  offset 
various  misfortunes  and  counteract  economic 
privation,  and 

WHEREAS,  Provide  a  means  for  physical 
and  mental  relaxation  at  a  time  in  life  when 
such  is  so  essential,  and 

WHEREAS,  Society  has  failed  to  humanely 
and  consistently  deal  with  needs  paramount 
to  the  well-being  of  the  aged,  and 

WHEREAS,  We  being  fully  aware  of  these 
existing  conditions  and  willing  and  eager  to 
prescribe  a  remedy, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  go  on  record  as  adopting  a 
pension  plan  for  our  aged  members;  a  plan  by 
which  the  pension  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
Forty  Dollars  ($40.00)  per  month,  and  where 
the  maintenance  cost  of  same  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  Seventy-Five  Cents  (75c)  per  capita 


a  month  for  each  member  of  the  organization, 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  member  have  a  current 
twenty  (20)  years  or  more  of  continuous  good 
standing  in  the  International  Union.  Members 
totally  disabled  in  regards  to  working  at  the 
Lathing  Trade  before  the  required  qualifying 
time,  shall  be  given  consideration  on  a  pro  rata 
basis  which  shall  be  determined  by  the  L.  I.  U. 
Executive  Council.  No  member  working  at  the 
trade  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefits  under  this 
pension  plan,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Board  of 
our  International  Union  be  instructed  to  ar- 
range a  plan  embodying  the  aforementioned 
stipulated  sums  and  benefiting  the  aged  mem- 
bers of  our  International  Union.  Policy 
regarding  eligibility  for  pension  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  anticipated  revenue ;  thereby  assisting 
in  the  restrictive  features  for  the  establishment 
and  operation  of  the  plan. 

RESOLVED:  Any  member  qualifying  for 
this  pension  plan  be  exempt  from  Local  and 
International  Union  dues. 

This  plan  shall  go  into  effect  July  1,  1953. 

Submitted  by, 

W.  F.  Davis,  Ga.  State  Council 

Richard  Fair,  Local  488 

R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466 

Jack  Bailey,  Local  234 

Philip  Colbert,  Local  45 

Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265 

Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235 

Carl  W.  Furches,  Local  498 

J.  A.  Henry,  North  Carolina 
State  Council 

George  Dukes,  Local  486 

N.  B.  Smith,  Dade,  Broward, 
Palm  Beach  &  Vicinity  D.  C. 

Chris  Taylor,  Local  262 

John  W.  Black,  Local  406 

Frank  J.  Allen,  Local  455 

N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 

Herbert  G.  Gibson,  Jr.,  Local  63 

L.  F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  State  Council 

A.  B.  Smith,  Local  503 

A.  A.  Mouton,  Local  500 
R.  B.  Jeffreys,  Local  510 
W.  C.  Liner,  Local  41 
Ben  Shannon,  Local  59 

B.  L.  Henry,  Local  451 
Harry  W.  Williams,  Local  292 
W.  M.  Sparks,  Local  340 

J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 

C.  F.  McKinney,  Local  55 
Chas.  Edmonds,  Local  257 
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RESOLUTION  No.  26 

Referred  lo  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,  The  Drlrgatcs  to  this  Convrn- 
tion  arc  subjected  to  an  enormous  expense  and 
loss  of  time  to  attend  this  Convention,  and 

WHEREAS,  There  was  a  surplus  left  over 
at  the  1949  Convention  in  Los  Angeles  which 
was  divided  among  the  delegates  in  attendance, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT 
wc  follow  the  same  procedure  at  this  Conven- 
tion, and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the 
Thirty-Five  Cents  (35c)  per  capita  assessment 
be  left  as  is. 

Submitted  by, 

J.  E.  Sloan,  Local  345 

V.  B.  Winters,  Local  49 

J.  J.  Mathis,  Local  54 

Walter  Turner,  Wa.shington-Oregon 

State  Council 
L.  P.  Randall,  Local  155 
Robt.  H.  Woody,  Local  93 
Walter  E.  Farris,  Local  77 
Cecil  V.  Gates,  Local  415 
B.  R.  Sims,  Local  305 
O.  E.  Crouse,  Local  212 
Dewitt  Moffitt,  Local  371 
Frank  O.McKeehan,  Local  414 
H.  W.  Steelman,  Local  438 
Harry  Hoover,  Local  281 
Roy  Comstock,  Local  380 
Donald  A.  Richter,  Local  68 

RESOLUTION  No.  27 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,  Because  there  have  been  many 

substitutes  introduced  to  eliminate  lathing  and 

plastering,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  largest  percentage  of  these 
substitutes  have  been  various  acoustical  systems, 
and 

WHEREAS,  In  most  cases  of  acoustical  sys- 
tems, they  include  a  method  of  light  iron 
furring,  clips,  splines,  etc.,  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  following  specific  acousti- 
cal systems:  Hamly  ( Alumi-Coustic  Grid  Sys- 
tems) (Securitee)  Securitee  Standard  and 
Economy  systems,  and  possibly  others,  the 
method  of  erection,  after  carrying  bars  have 
been  installed,  is  such  that  the  application  of 
the  furring,  clips,  splines,  acoustical  tile  is  prac- 
tically one  operation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  there  has  been  no  de- 
cision of  record  on  these  and  similar  systems. 


THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  our 
International  OfTicc  instruct  our  local  unions  to 
claim  jurisdiction  for  this  type  of  acousticaJ 
ceiling  in  its  entirety,  and  further  that  our 
General  President  work  to  the  end  of  obtain- 
ing a  permanent  decision  on  same. 
Submitted  by, 

Edward  F.  Vanderhoff,  Local  24 

J.  Earl  Ferguson,  Buckeye  State  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  28 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  this  International 
Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union  that  an  amend- 
ment to  Sections  164  and  165  of  the  Interna- 
tional Constitution  to  read  as  follows: 
Section  164: — 

WHEREAS,  a  reinstated  member  shall  be  in 
full  benefit  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  full 
months  continuous  good  standing  at  headquar- 
ters for  amount  of  years  credit  at  time  of 
suspension. 
Section  165: — 

WHERE.^S,  Provided  when  a  member  is  re- 
instated who  has  previously  been  suspended 
and  reinstated  one  or  more  times  he  shall  be  in 
full  benefit  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  full 
months  continuous  good  standing  at  head- 
quarters for  amount  of  years  credit  at  time  of 
suspension. 

Submitted  by, 

Charles  C.  Murray,  Local  47 

RESOLUTION  No.  29 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  Wood, 

Wire    and    Metal    Lathers'  International 

Union  21st  Convention,  1952,  Houston,  Tex. 

WHEREAS  our  International  Union  covers 

a  vast  amount  of  territory  of  which  there  are 

some  sections  that  have  no  international  ofTicer 

near  at  hand,  while  other  sections  have  more 

than  their  share,  so  in  fairness  to  all, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  our 

International  territory  be  divided  into  districts, 

and  a  Vice-President  elected  from  each  district, 

and  said  Vice-President  be  used  as  an  organizer 

in  the  district  assigned  to  him. 

Submitted  by, 

R.  E.  Stuart,  Local  No.  1 

RESOLUTION  No.  30 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

TRADE  JURISDICTION 

Section  3.  It  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  the 

following  work:  Erecting  and  installing  all  iron 
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construction,  furring,  making  and  erection  of 
brackets,  clips,  hangers,  wood,  wire  and  metal 
lath,  plastic  board,  or  other  material  which  takes 
the  place  of  same,  to  which  plastic  or  acoustical 
material  is  adhered ;  corner  beads,  all  floor  lath, 
arches  erected  for  purpose  of  holding  plastic, 
cement  or  any  other  plastic  or  acoustical  ma- 
terial. 

Submitted  by, 

Charles  C.  Murray,  Local  47 

RESOLUTION  No.  31 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  I.aws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  21st  Convention  of  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers:  RESOLVED  that  we  change 
Section  12,  the  8th  line  of  Page  9,  of  L.  L  U. 
Constitution  from  the  words  "Anyone  of  the 
twelve  vice-presidents"  to  read: 

"Any  member  of  the  L.  L  U  in  good  stand- 
ing for  five  (5)  years  shall  be  eligible  candi- 
date for  nomination  to  vacancy  of  General 
President  of  L.  L  U." 

The  rest  of  the  section  to  be  eliminated  or 
stricken  from  the  book. 

Submitted  by, 

Ray  Venton,  Local  422 
S.  P.  Robinson,  Secretary, 
Calif.  State  Council 

RESOLUTION  No.  32 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  Officers  and  Delegates  of  21st  Conven- 
tion of  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  International 
apply  and  exhaust  every  effort  to  have  the 
Lathers  as  a  craft  recognized  by  the  various 
branches  of  our  Government  agencies. 

Submitted  by, 

L.  Wiswell,  Local  454 

RESOLUTION  No.  33 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  21st  Convention  of  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers. 

RESOLVED  that  the  convention  adopt  a 
system  of  identification  such  as  picture  in  our 
dues  book,  so  that  positive  identification  can 
be  made  by  various  representatives  of  Locals 
before  putting  travelling  members  to  work. 

Submitted  by, 

W.  B.  Conklin,  Local  81 

RESOLUTION  No.  34 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,  the  members  of  the  American 

Federation   of   Labor   have   learned  through 

hard  experience  that  the  goals  of  American 


Labor  arc  not  limited  to  higher  wages  and 
better  working  conditions;  that  adequate  pro- 
tection requires  a  broader  concern  with  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  trade  unionist,  and 

WHERE.\S,  Organized  Labor  knows  that  it 
has  an  important  stake  in  the  battle  against 
the  diseases  which  ravage  the  bodies  and 
minds  of  its  members  and  their  families,  and 

WHEREAS,  we  can  be  thankful  that  pio- 
neers in  the  ranks  of  labor,  as  long  as  39  years 
ago,  founded  the  CITY  OF  HOPE,  where 
sufferers  from  tuberculosis  arc  treated  without 
one  penny  of  cost,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  CITY  OF  HOPE  has  now 
become  a  national  medical  center,  aiming  to 
treat  all  long-term  diseases,  and  has  already 
established  the  only  all-free  all-cancer  hospital 
under  philanthropic  auspices  in  America,  and 

WHEREAS,  in  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the 
labor  movement,  facilities  at  the  CITY  OF 
HOPE  are  made  available  to  patients,  not 
in  a  sense  of  charity,  but  as  a  matter  of 
social  justice  with  full  regard  to  human 
dignity  and  individual  worth,  and 

WHEREAS,  a  substantial  number  of  Inter- 
national Unions  are  presently  utilizing  the 
facilities  of  the  CITY  OF  HOPE  for  their 
members,  and 

WHEREAS,  leading  International  Unions 
have  given  support  to  the  CITY  OF  HOPE,  in 
the  form  of  union-endowed  buildings,  depart- 
ments, and  equipment,  as  well  as  providing  for 
day  to  day  maintenance, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
this  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  meeting  in  New  York  City,  September 
15-23,  wholeheartedly  endorse  the  work  and 
services  of  the  CITY  OF  HOPE,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  we 
urge  all  affiliated  International  Unions  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  embark  in 
the  coming  year  upon  a  campaign  effort,  which 
will  culminate  in  the  establishment  of  a  me- 
morial to  our  late,  revered  leader,  Samuel 
Gompers,  on  the  grounds  of  the  CITY  OF 
HOPE. 

Submitted  by, 

Wm.  J.  McSorley,  General  President. 

RESOLUTION  No.  35 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

WHEREAS,   the   true   spirit   of  unionism, 

which  is  to  be  found  in  the  older  members  of 

our  organization,  is  now  lacking  in  the  ap- 
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prentices  bt-ing  l>iought  into  our  organization, 
and 

WHEREAS,  this  spirit  of  true  unionism  is 
based  on  the  struggles  of  the  older  members  to 
make  this  organization  what  it  is  today  and 
should  be  preserved  for  the  youth  of  our  union, 
I  propose, 

RESOLVED,  That  an  historical  booklet  be 
fornmlatcd,  depicting  the  problems  and  strug- 
gles which  occurred  during  the  e\olution  of 
our  International  Union  and  this  booklet  be 
given  to  each  apprentice,  upon  his  applica- 
tion for  membership. 

Submitted  by, 

John  R.  Kelly,  Local  232 

RESOLUTION  No.  36 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  OfTicers  and  Delegates  of  the  twenty- 
first  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union: 

WHEREAS,  We  are  losing  a  large  portion  of 
our  work  throughout  the  country  due  to  the 
fact  that  lathing  and  plastering  are  being  elim- 
inated and  other  materials  substituted  and  these 
materials  being  erected  by  crafts  other  than 
lathers. 

WHEREAS,  If  this  continues  and  our  In- 
ternational and  Locals  do  not  wake  up  and  get 
out  and  put  on  a  campaign  to  let  the  public 
know  and  to  prove  to  them  that  there  is  no 
substitute  for  lath  and  plaster,  if  we  do  not 
wake  up  and  get  on  the  ball,  many  of  our 
members  will  be  forced  to  turn  to  some  other 
trade. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  approve  this  resolution:  that 
one  of  our  Vice-presidents  be  put  in  the  field 
full  time  to  work  with  the  Plasterers  Interna- 
tional, material  manufacturers  and  any  other 
firms  or  persons  to  promote  the  lathing  trade. 
Submitted  by, 

N.  B.  Smith,  D.,B.,  P.,B., 

Counties  and  Vicinity 

Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235 

N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 

John  W.  Black,  Local  406 

J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  228 

Oswald  Jones,  Sr.,  Local  26 

F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  62 

L.  F.  Dickson,  Local  216 

Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local  513 

Charles  Edmonds,  Local  257 

J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7 

R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466 


RESOLUTION  No.  37 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  OfTicers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 
WHEREAS,  for  the  past  several  years,  we  the 
members  of  the  L.I.U.  have  been  paying  the 
salaries  of  the  organizers  of  the  L.I.U.  but  wc 
never  receive  any  report  as  to  where  they  went 
or  what  they  did,  the  only  thing  they  tell  us  is 
how  much  their  expense  and  salary  was. 

WHEREAS,  June  1952,  Executive  Board 
Disbursement  was  $7,860.05.  June  1952,  Or- 
ganizing salary  was  $4,849.41.  We  were  on  a 
hot  and  dirty  job,  working  hard  and  sweating 
to  pay  these  bills.  Where  were  you  fellows  and 
what  did  you  do?  We  want  to  know. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  go  on  record  as  approving  this 
resolution,  that  a  full  report  of  all  of  the 
Officers  of  the  L.I.U.  as  to  where  they  were, 
what  they  did  and  their  expense  and  salary  be 
published  in  the  Lather,  the  ofTicial  organ  of 
the  L.  I.  U.  monthly. 

Submitted  by, 

N.  B.  Smith,  D.  B.  P.  B. 

Counties  &  Vicinity 
Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235 
N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 
J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  228 
Oswald  Jones  Sr.,  Local  26 
F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  62 
L.  F.  Dickson,  Local  216 
Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local  513 
R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466 

RESOLUTION  No.  38 

Referred  to  Committee 
on  Laws  &  Resolutions 

To  the  OfTicers  and  Delegates  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 

WHEREAS,  In  our  small  locals  it  is  dif- 
ficult for  the  Apprentice  to  learn  the  trade  in 
the  time  they  should,  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
do  not  have  steady  work  in  their  jurisdiction 
in  some  cases  it  takes  three  to  four  years  for 
them  to  work  at  the  trade  the  required  two 
years. 

WHEREAS,  They  are  not  permitted  to  trans- 
fer or  follow  the  Contractor  or  Shop  to  which 
they  are  assigned  into  another  jurisdiction;  this 
is  an  unjust  hardship  on  these  deserving  boys 
who  will  be  the  Lathers  and  Union  leaders  of 
tomorrow. 
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WHEREAS,  Other  Union  Crafts  permit  their 
Apprentices  to  follow  their  home  town  Con- 
tractors into  another  jurisdiction. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That 
this  Convention  go  on  record  as  approving  this 
resolution  to  permit  Apprentices  to  transfer 
when  following  the  Contractor  or  Shop  to 
which  they  are  assigned. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  Sec- 
tion 169  through  172  be  amended  to  read  "Ap- 
prentices will  be  permitted  to  transfer  when 
following  the  Contractor  or  Shop  to  which  they 
are  assigned,  but  not  to  exceed  one  transferred 
.Apprentice  per  job." 

THIS  RESOLUTION  submitted  and  ap- 
proved by  the  entire  membership  of  Local 


Recommendations  of 

Referred  to  Committee 

No.  1 — 1  would  recommend  that  Section  198 
be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"journeymen"  before  the  word  "member". 

No.  2 — I  would  also  recommend  that  Section 
203  be  changed  by  inserting  the  words  "lo- 
cal union"  on  lines  8  and  23  before  the  word 
"delegates." 

No.  3 — I  would  further  recommend  that  our 
constitution  be  amended  to  provide  that  our 
international  journal  "the  Lather"  shall  in 
the  future  be  mailed  to  the  homes  of  our 
membership. 

No.  4 — I  also  desire  to  recommend  that  all  or- 
ganizers and  representatives  of  the  Interna- 


No.  228. 

Submitted  by, 

J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  No.  228 

N.  B.  Smith,  Dade,  Broward,  Palm 

Beach  Counties  &  Vic.  D.  C. 
Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  No.  235 
A.  B.  Smith,  Local  No.  503 
N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  No.  50 
J.  W.  Black,  Local  No.  406 
Oswald  Jones,  Sr.,  Local  No.  26 
F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  No.  62 
L.  F.  Dickson,  Local  No.  216 
Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local  No.  513 
R.  W.  Ford,  Local  No.  466 
W.  F.  Davis,  Ga.  State  Co. 
Pruda  Morgan,  Local  No.  265 


the  General  President 

on  Laws  and  Resolutions 

tional  Union  make  a  report  through  the 
journal  monthly  of  their  work  and  activities. 

No.  5 — I  would  also  recommend  at  this  con- 
vention that  the  question  of  increasing  the 
funeral  benefits  for  the  rank  and  file  of  our 
organization  be  given  serious  consideration 
by  this  convention. 

No.  6 — I  would  also  recommend  that  the  Con- 
vention Assessment  be  reduced  from  35c  to 
25c  per  member  per  month. 

No.  7 — I  would  further  recommend  that  in 
view  of  the  ruling  of  the  Wage  Stabilization 
Board  that  Section  104A  be  deleted  from  our 
constitution  for  the  time  being. 
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Report  ol  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer 
To  21st  Convention  of 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 


August  15,  1952 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  McSorley,  General  President 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union 

Lathers'  Bldg. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  to  engagement  by  you,  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of  the  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer  for  the  period  beginning  August  1,  1949,  and  ended  July  31,  1952,  and  herewith 
present  my  report. 

All  receipts  of  the  funds  were  traced  into  the  various  bank  accounts  and  were  found  to  be 
properly  accounted  for  and  in  the  proper  fund.  The  disbursements  of  the  funds  were  all 
substantiated  by  satisfactory  vouchers,  and  in  my  opinion  were  proper  expenditures  of  the 
various  funds  under  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

The  three  periods  under  review  were  covered  by  three  annual  audits.  This  report  sets 
forth  the  receipts  and  disbursements  from  August  1,  1949  to  July  31,  1952. 

The  records  of  this  Union  were  found  to  be  accurately  kept  and  carefully  preserved,  and 
your  auditor  wishes  to  thank  General  Secretary-Treasurer  Terry  Ford,  and  his  staff  for  their 
courtesy  and  assistance  in  the  conduct  of  this  audit. 


CERTIFICATE 

I  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  following  statements  correctly  exhibit 
respectively  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  funds  for  the  period  from  August  1,  1949  to 
July  31,  1952,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union  at  July  31,  1952. 

(signed)  Theo.  W.  Kearins, 
Certified  Public  Accountant  (Ind.) 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  FUNERAL  BENEFITS  PAID 


Number  oi 

Claims 


51st  fiscal  year: 


93 


26 


10 

33 
7 


Total 


169 


52nd  fiscal  year: 


89 


21 
14 

34 
11 


Total 


169 


53rd  fiscal  year: 


98 


15 


23 
30 
6 


at  $500.00  $  46,500.00 

•Less  balances  not  legally  pavablc: 

1   $149.00 

1    39.80 

1                     139.20  328.00    $  46,172.00 

at  $300.00  $  7,800.00 

•Less  balances  not  legally  payable: 
1    13.00 

1                     150.00  163.00  7,637.00 

at  $200.00   2,000.00 

at  $100.00   3,300.00 

at  $  50.00   350.00 

at  $500.00  $  44,500.00 

*Less  balances  not  legally  payable: 

1   $  '90.00 

1    19.25  109.25 

Balance  $  44,390.75 

Plus  payment  of  balance  of  claim 
partially  paid  in  51st  fiscal  vear: 

1      149.00    $  44,539.75 

at  $300.00   6,300.00 

at  $200.00   2,800.00 

at  $100.00   3,400.00 

at  $  50.00   550.00 

at  $500.00  $  49,000.00 

*Less  balances  not  legally  payable: 

1   $222.20 

1    111.13 

1    50.00 

1    11.00  394.33 

Balance   .  .$  48,605.67 

Plus  payments  of  balances  of  claims 
partially  paid  in  previous  years: 

1  .  $1 13  92 

1  80!00        193.92    $  48,799.59 

at  $300.00  $  4,500.00 

**Less  balance  not  legally  payable:         284.15  4,215.85 

at  $200.00   4,600.00 

at  $100.00   3,000.00 

at  $  50.00   300.00 


Amount  Paid 


$  59,459.00 


$  57,589.75 


Total 


172 


$  60,915.44 


Total  for  the 
Three  Years. 


510 


$177,964.19 


'I'hese  balances  were  not  payable  because  none  of  the  parties  specified  as  the  payees  in  Section  167,  International 
constitution,  survived  the  deceased  members. 

•*To  date,  headquarters  has  not  been  able  to  secure  the  proof  of  guardianship  needed   to  permit  payment  of  this 
balance. 
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TOTAL  BENEi  rrs  1»AID  V\  THIi 
INTERNATIONAL 


Fiscal  Year 

No.  or 

Total  Atnt. 

r*liim« 

Paid 

Sept.  1902 

17 

$  1,700.00 

Sept.  1903 

32 

3,200.00 

Sept.  1904 

31 

5,495.00 

Sept.  1905 

22 

2,300.00 

Sept.  1906 

50 

3,700.00 

Sept.  1907 

74 

5,233.40 

Sept.  1908 

70 

5.950.00 

Aug.  1909 

56 

3,648.50 

Aug.  1910 

51 

4,211.80 

Aug.  1911 

62 

5,900.00 

Aug.  1912 

55 

5,300.00 

Aug.  1913 

60 

5,450.00 

Aug.  1914 

71 

6,530.70 

Aug.  1915 

65 

6,683.00 

Aug.  1916 

57 

4,994.15 

Aug.  1917 

67 

6,100.00 

Aug.  1918 

49 

4,512.50 

Aug.  1919 

76 

4,799.60 

Aug.  1920 

60 

5,200.00 

Aug.  1921 

58 

6,600.00 

Aug.  1922 

69 

9,389.50 

Aug.  1923 

101 

16,050.00 

Aug.  1924 

88 

12,150.00 

Aug.  1925 

96 

16,891.90 

Aug.  1926 

141 

23,260.00 

Aug.  1927 

121 

25,715.55 

Aug.  1928 

130 

32,246.95 

Aug.  1929 

130 

30,258.75 

Aug.  1930 

114 

29,423.65 

Aug.  1931 

103 

29,863.00 

Aug.  1932 

117 

35,797.25 

Aug.  1933 

58 

17,252.58 

Aug.  1934 

29 

10,141.00 

Aug.  1935 

Q7 

28,695.52 

Aug.  1936 

104 

37,341.76 

Aug.  1937 

89 

31,955.72 

Aug.  1938 

84 

26,009.37 

Aug.  1939 

103 

36,685.71 

Aug.  1940 

107 

36,926.22 

.^ug.  1941 

107 

36,781.53 

Aug.  1942 

110 

38,346.71 

Aug.  1943 

100 

30,904.82 

Aug.  1944 

104 

40,900.22 

Aug.  1945 

79 

27,537.25 

Aug.  1946 

111 

43,912.60 

July  1947 

109 

41,190.29 

July  1948 

124 

44,219.62 

July  1949 

131 

44,741.58 

July  1950 

169 

59,459.00 

July  1951 

169 

57,589.75 

July  1952 

173 

60,915.44 

Grand  Total 

4,440 

$1,110,061.89 
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Report  of  Executive  Council 


By  First  Vice  President  Harry  J.  Hagen 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the 
21st  Convention  of  the  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union: 

The  Executive  Council  extends  its  greetings 
and  felicitations  and  its  sincere  best  wishes  for 
a  harmonious,  constructive  and  successful  con- 
vention. 

As  predicted  in  our  report  to  the  20th  Con- 
vention, pre-fabricated  houses,  dry  wall  con- 
struction, acoustical  installations  and  other 
substitutes  for  lathing  and  plastering  have 
made  tremendous  strides  since  our  last  con- 
vention. These  substitutes,  which  eliminate  our 
work,  will  continue  to  increase  year  by  year 
unless  the  officers  and  members  of  our  local 
unions  awaken  to  the  danger  of  the  possible 
elimination  of  our  craft  from  the  construction 
field  and  they  initiate  immediate  action  to 
combat  this  impending  danger  in  their  com- 
munities. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  successfully  meet 
the  competition  that  is  slowly  but  surely  stran- 
gling our  industry  and  that  is  by  meeting  the 
costs  of  installation.  Our  local  unions  will  never 
meet  the  danger  of  substitutes  by  placing  a 
limitation  on  production  or  legislating  restric- 
tive work  measures  that  place  the  productive 
capacities  of  skilled  and  willing  workers  in  the 
same  category  as  the  drones,  the  misfits  and 
the  mediocre  with  which  every  organization  is 
plagued.  Too  often  this  type  is  the  oratorically 
inclined  who  lead  the  sheep  to  slaughter  with 
outbursts  against  imaginary  over-production, 
slave-driving  and  other  drivel,  well  calculated 
to  keep  the  better  informed  but  less  voluble 
members  from  opposing  the  restrictive  meas- 
ures they  propose. 

Creating  an  artificial  shortage  of  lathers 
when  work  is  plentiful,  in  order  to  get  overtime 
and  milk  the  jobs  for  all  they  will  bear,  is 
another  reason  for  the  invasion  of  substitutes. 


Hungry  contractors  who  expect  to  earn  a 
living  off  of  three  or  four  lathers,  without 
working  themselves,  and  others  who  overburden 
the  small  number  of  jobs  they  get  with  ex- 
orbitant profits  instead  of  trying  to  get  volume 
and  keep  the  profits  low,  arc  another  evil  that 
is  eliminating  lathers  and  plasterers  from  the 
construction  field. 

Many  journeymen  and  contractors  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that,  through  the  use  of  substitutes, 
lathing  and  plastering  can  be  eliminated  al- 
most entirely  from  the  construction  field. 
Lathing  and  plastering  are  two  of  the  most 
highly  competitive  trades  in  the  building  in- 
dustry and  the  sooner  all  its  component  parts 
realize  this  and  the  fact  that  the  lathing  and 
plastering  industry  has  its  back  to  the  wall  and 
is  actually  fighting  to  survive,  the  better  off 
we  will  be. 

Unless  both  contractors  and  journeymen  can 
see  the  handwriting  and  meet  the  danger  of  the 
situation,  they  will,  in  the  not  too  distant 
future,  awaken  some  morning  to  find  their 
industry  folded  up,  especially  where  residential 
work  is  involved.  The  commercial  field  is  follow- 
ing close  behind. 

Substitutes  for  lath  and  plaster  are  being 
used  to  an  appalling  extent.  In  numerous  places 
literally  thousands  of  prefabricated  houses  (in 
one  project  35,000  units)  are  being  erected 
totally  eliminating  lathers  from  this  type  of 
residential  work  which  was  the  foundation  of 
our  industry.  In  many  cities  and  towns  dry  wall 
is  being  used  on  residential  construction  to  a 
much  greater  degree  than  lath  and  plaster,  and 
in  numerous  places  lathing  has  been  practically 
eliminated  on  residential  work.  The  sorry  part 
of  this  situation  is  the  fact  that  in  most  in- 
stances our  local  unions  are  doing  nothing  to 
combat  this  dry  wall  invasion.  They  seem  to 
think  their  International  Officers  can  wave  a 
magic  wand  and  remedy  the  condition. 


Failure  to  break  in  apprentices,  non-avail-  '      Another  development  of  catastrophic  dimen- 

ability  of  sufficient  manpower  to  handle  jobs,  sions  which   has   plagued  us   since  our  last 

and  refusal  to  import  lathers  from  other  cities  convention  is  the  substitution  of  dry  wall  parti- 

in  order  to  help  to  man  jobs  at  straight  time  tions  for  metal  lath  and  plaster  partitions  in 

has  also  greatly  contributed  to  the  substitu-  housing  and  other  commercial  type  building, 

tions.  The  rank  and  file  of  our  local  unions  haven't 

76 


the  slightest  conception  of  the  large  nuiiibcr 
of  substitutions  being  made  on  this  type  of 
work.  To  mention  one  job:  In  a  midwest  city, 
on  a  twenty  million  dollar  housing  project,  the 
general  contractor  claims  he  can  save  about 
10%  on  this  job  by  substituting  a  three  board 
thick  laminated  dry  wall  in  large  boards  set  in 
floor  and  ceiling  runners  for  the  two  inch  long 
plasterboard  and  plaster  partition. 

At  the  time  these  words  are  being  written, 
officers  of  the  Lathers  and  Plasterers  Unions, 
both  local  and  international,  and  officials  of 
the  contracting  Lathers  and  Plasterers  Associa- 
tion in  this  city,  are  using  every  effort  at  their 
command  to  prevent  this  substitution.  They  all 
realize  if  this  twenty  million  dollar  housing 
project,  the  largest  ever  built  in  this  particular 
city,  uses  dry  wall  partitions,  totally  eliminating 
lathers  and  plasterers  from  the  project,  pro- 
moters of  other  projects  to  follow,  both  govern- 
mental and  private,  will  not  hesitate  to  do  the 
same  thing  because  this  type  partition  meets 
the  fire  rating  and  other  code  requirements  of 
the  government  specifications. 

Numerous  large  jobs  of  this  type  have  al- 
ready been  completed  and  others  are  in  the 
process  of  completion  in  other  cities.  Our 
members  should  realize  that  not  only  on  resi- 
dential work  is  dry  wall  being  substituted  for 
lath  and  plaster,  but  on  the  commercial  work 
as  well  and  its  installation  is  not  limited  to 
partitions.  Millions  of  yardage  are  being  in- 
stalled on  ceiling  and  wall  work. 

Another  substitute  for  lath  and  plaster  that 
has  literally  swamped  the  commercial  field 
since  our  last  convention  is  the  many  variations 
of  acoustical  ceilings.  On  this  work  the  plas- 
terers are  almost  totally  eliminated.  In  most 
instances  the  lathers,  due  to  unfair  decisions 
of  the  Award  Board  setup,  have  been  limited 
to  installing  the  hangers  and  carriers  where 
before  the  Award  Board  setup,  lathers  in  many 
places  erected  these  ceilings  in  their  entirety 
with  the  exception  of  the  metal  pan  or  the 
finished  acoustic  block. 

The  actions  of  this  so-called  Award  Board 
have  been  so  discriminatory  that,  had  the  lath- 
ers continued  their  association  with  it  and 
continued  to  accept  their  unfair  decisions,  we 
would  have  been  slowly  but  surely  legislated 
out  of  business.  Between  illegal  confiscation  of 
our  work  and  the  substitutions,  our  elimination 


from  the  construction  field  was  practically 
assured. 

On  June  10,  1952,  the  Lathers  International 
Executive  Council,  after  hearing  of  the  activ- 
ities of  this  Board  from  our  General  President 
and  other  International  Officers,  unanimously 
and  without  hesitation,  voted  to  disassociate 
ourselves  from  the  Award  Board.  By  the  time 
these  words  are  printed,  local  unions  will  bo 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  reasons  for  this 
important  step  and  the  procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed on  future  jurisdictional  disputes. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for  our  action  in 
disassociating  ourselves  from  the  Award  Board 
was  their  consistent  misinterpretation  of  the 
tentative  agreement  entered  into  May  10,  1950 
by  our  International  Union  and  the  carpenters. 
Our  International  Union  entered  this  agree- 
ment with  the  carpenters  in  good  faith.  How- 
ever, the  carpenters  by  their  continued  efforts, 
ably  assisted  by  the  Award  Board,  to  confiscate 
casing  beads  over  which  lathers  have  had  juris- 
diction since  they  were  introduced  on  the 
market  (taking  the  place  of  the  bull  nose  bead 
as  a  guard,  screed  or  plaster  stop  at  door  and 
window  jambs),  forced  the  Executive  Council 
to  take  immediate  and  drastic  action  before  we 
lost  all  casing  bead  installation  work.  The 
Council  has  sufficient  evidence  at  its  command 
to  satisfy  any  fair  minded  jury  that  this  work 
belongs  to  the  lathers  and  that  it  was  so  agreed 
to  by  the  carpenters.  However,  the  Council  felt 
that  due  to  conditions  prevailing  in  the  indus- 
try and  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control  in 
Washington,  our  best  procedure  at  this  time 
was  to  withdraw  entirely  from  the  Award 
Board  setup  and  carry  on  as  best  we  could 
under  the  NLRB.  Certainly  we  could  not  re- 
ceive worse  treatment  any  place  than  we  have 
received  from  the  so-called  Award  Board,  whose 
members  seemingly,  without  reason  or  justifica- 
tion, would  violate  the  very  rules  and  regula- 
tions under  which  they  were  supposed  to 
operate.  The  entire  setup,  due  to  its  own 
discriminatory  character  and  dishonest  deci- 
sions, is  bound  to  disintegrate. 

In  our  report  to  the  last  convention  we 
mentioned  the  tactics  being  used  by  some  large 
unions  and  their  power-drunk  leaders  in  raid- 
ing smaller  organizations.  We  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  time  would  never  come  when 
lathers  would  become  the  victims  of  such 
tactics.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our 
members  and  locals  have  been  the  victims  of 
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ihe  law  of  tlic  jungle  rev  erted  to  by  the  sellish 
and  unprincipled  peoples  who  lead  these  large 
organizations  and  ride  roughshod  over  their 
smaller  and  weaker  competitors.  Details  of 
some  of  the  gangster-like  tactics  reverted  to 
against  our  members  are  shocking  and  we  will, 
of  necessity,  be  forced  to  take  legal  action  in 
the  future  to  protect  our  members  and  our 
trade. 

Since  our  last  con\ention,  your  International 
Union,  in  conjunction  with  local  unions,  has 
partici]jated  in  several  e.xhibits  in  the  Union 
Label  Shows  of  the  \.  V.  of  L.  In  Chicago  and 
Boston  our  local  unions  put  on  interesting 
and  informative  displays  which  will  undoubted- 
ly benefit  the  members  of  our  locals  in  those 
cities.  The  Council  strongly  urges  our  local 
unions,  whenever  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do 
so,  to  participate  in  Builders  Shows  and  other 
types  of  public  exhibitions  where  they  can 
promote  the  work  coming  under  our  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Numerous  metal  lath  houses  of  various  types 


have  been  built  in  different  cities  since  our 
last  convention.  Hundreds  would  have  been 
built  had  the  lathers  been  available.  This  is  one 
type  of  work  we  must  promote  if  we  wish  to 
perpetuate  our  industry.  We  should  work  out 
a  plan  whereby  the  lather  can  perform  prac- 
tically all  the  construction  work  without  fear 
of  jurisdictional  disputes. 

Satisfactory  load,  stress  and  strain  tests  have 
been  made  locally  on  a  new  type  outside  wall 
for  this  type  of  construction  built  entirely  by 
lathers  and  plasterers.  The  FHA  has  agreed  to 
further  tests  by  the  Armour  Institute  of  Illinois. 
It  is  expected  to  be  satisfactory  and  will  result 
in  thousands  of  units  being  built  by  lathers  and 
plasterers  in  one  state.  Other  states  might 
follow. 

Since  our  last  meeting,  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil has  held  four  meetings,  one  in  New  York 
City  and  three  at  the  International  Head- 
quarters in  Cleveland.  The  reports  of  these 
nieetirtgs  are  as  follows: 


Minutes  of  International  Executive 
Council  Meeting 

Held  at  New  York  City,  January  16  to  20,  1950 


Meeting  called  to  order  Monday,  January 
16,  1950,  at  10  A.M.,  by  First  Vice  President 
Harry  J.  Hagen.  Members  of  the  Council 
present  were: 

First  Vice  President  Harry  J.  Hagen 

Second  Vice  President  G.  J.  Haggerty 

Third  Vice  President  John  P.  Cook 

Fifth  Vice  President  John  J.  Langan 

Sixth  Vice  President  Frank  R.  Smith 

Seventh  Vice  President  J.  P.  Boyd 

Eighth  Vice  President  H.  H.  Fairbanks 

Ninth  Vice  President  C.  R.  Nicholas 

Tenth  Vice  President  Lionel  Brodeur 

Eleventh  Vice  President  Louis  Rodicr 

Twelfth  Vice  President  J.  J.  Mathis 

Case  No.  1— REQUEST  FOR  CONTRIBU- 
TION TO  THE  NATIONAL  FOUNDATION 
FOR  INFANTILE  PARALYSIS. 

In  recognition  of  the  splendid  work  being 
carried  on  by  this  Foundation  and  in  keeping 


with  our  past  custom,  the  Executive  Council 
instructed  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  to 
make  a  contribution  of  $250.00. 

Case  No.  2— NATIONAL  FOUNDATION 
FOR  LATHING  AND  PLASTERING,  INC. 

From  the  reports  of  the  General  President, 
it  was  noted  that  the  National  Foundation  for 
Lathing  and  Plastering,  Inc.,  was  continuing 
to  progress  and  was  obtaining  better  support 
from  the  members  of  the  industry  throughout 
the  entire  country.  As  this  Foundation  was 
formed  through  the  efforts  of  our  International 
Union  and  has  continued  to  receive  our  sup- 
port, the  Executive  Council  authorized  the 
General  President  and  General  Secretary-Treas- 
urer to  contribute  the  sum  of  $7,000  to  this 
Foundation. 

Case  No.  3— RESOLUTION  No.  25  RE- 
FERRED BY  THE  20th  CCWVENTION  TO 
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PROVIDE  FOR  A  3U-IIOUR  WEEK  Willi 
NO  REDUCTION  IN  PAY. 

Your  Executive  Council  in  concert  with  tin- 
American  Federation  of  Labor  endorses  the 
principle  of  the  30-hour  week,  when  and  if 
conditions  in  our  industry  warrant  and  all 
other  prevailing  factors  permit.  While  this 
resolution  is  endorsed  in  principle  your  Council 
is  not  concurring  in  the  resolution  as  presented, 
as  we  feel  this  is  a  matter  to  be  handled  by 
our  Local  Unions  on  the  statement  of  principle 
rather  than  as  an  edict  handed  down  by  the 
International  Union. 

Case  No.  4--RESOLUTIONS  No.  24,  30 
and  31  ALL  DEALING  WITH  THE  ELIM- 
IN.^TION  AND  CURTAILMENT  OF  THE 
SOLICITOR. 

These  three  resolutions  were  non-concurred 
in  by  the  Executive  Council  as  we  are  firmly 
convinced  that  the  existing  Constitution  of  the 
International  Union  contains  sufficient  safe- 
guards and  protection  when  wisely  and  judi- 
ciously used  by  our  Local  Unions.  The  Execu- 
tive Council  appreciates  the  service  rendered 
to  our  trade  over  the  years  by  the  construc- 
tive, fair  solicitor  and  believes  that  a  splendid 
service  can  be  rendered  by  this  class  of  em- 
ployer within  the  framework  of  our  constitution 
when  the  Local  Unions  properly  apply  the 
various  Sections  contained  therein  to  be  used 
as  a  part  of  their  autonomous  functions. 

Case  No.  5— VISIT  OF  MR.  WHARTON 
CLAY,  SECRETARY-TREASURER,  PER- 
LITE  INSTITUTE. 

Mr.  Wharton  Clay,  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  Perlite  Institute,  addressed  the  Executive 
Council  in  regard  to  the  important  contribu- 
tion being  made  to  the  Lathing  and  Plastering 
Industry  by  the  light  weight  aggregates  for 
plaster  and  concrete.  The  introduction  of  these 
new  materials  has  practically  revolutionized 
construction  methods  in  certain  parts  of  build- 
ing and  has  offered  a  vast  new  field  of  em- 
ployment for  members  of  our  organization. 

In  his  remarks  Mr.  Clay  covered  the  many 
technical  and  practical  problems  encountered 
and  the  methods  being  used  to  overcome  them. 

Tests  are  now  being  made  by  the  Perlite 
Institute,  which  is  the  promotional  branch  of 
the  manufacturer.  The  results  of  these  tests,  in 
which  fire  ratings  will  be  established  for  Per- 
lite used  in  various  parts  of  buildings,  will  he 


available  to  tlie  officers  and  iiieiiibeis  of  oui 
International  Union  in  the  near  future. 

Certain  sections  of  obsolete  building  codes 
which  prohibit  the  use  of  light  weight  aggre- 
gates must  be  changed  before  a  full  measure  of 

success  can  be  developed. 

Many  architects,  builders  and  owners,  who 
are  unaware  of  the  many  possibilities  of  the 
new  materials,  must  be  contacted  and  fur- 
nished literature  that  provides  the  desired 
information. 

The  Council  urges  all  our  local  officers  and 
members  to  fully  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
tremendous  possibilities  for  employment  offered 
by  the  new  materials — not  only  by  their  use  in 
the  place  of  other  materials  but  by  the  great 
saving  made  in  the  superstructure  of  buildings 
when  the  lightweight  materials  are  used.  By 
having  the  full  data  at  hand  officers  of  local 
unions  can  promote  our  industry  in  an  in- 
telligent and  convincing  way. 

Local  Unions  should  contact  the  Perlite 
Institute,  35  West  53rd  Street,  New  York  City 
19,  for  literature  concerning  fire  tests,  etc.,  of 
Perlite  aggregate. 

Case  No.  6— RESOLUTION  No.  14  RE- 
FERRED BY  THE  20th  CONVENTION 
DEALING  WITH  THE  CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN  LOCALS  6,  244  and  308  vs. 
LOCAL  46. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  resolutions  and  law 
adopted  by  the  20th  Convention  which  reads: 
"Your  Committee  recommends  that  this  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  Incoming  Executive 
Council  and  urged  that  Council  bring  about 
the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  controversy 
in  the  best  interest  of  all  parties  concerned." 

Your  Executive  Council  held  full  and 
lengthy  hearings  on  this  matter  at  which 
verbatim  records  were  made  by  a  court  re- 
porter permitting  all  parties  to  this  contro- 
versy unlimited  time  to  present  their  testimony 
and  fully  set  forth  their  position.  It  was  the 
hope  of  your  Executive  Council  that  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  could  be  made  of  this  dis- 
pute and  every  effort  was  made  to  adjust  this 
situation  during  the  session  of  your  Council. 
It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  are  compelled 
to  report  our  failure  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment as  the  evidence  submitted  and  the  atti- 
tude   of    the    parties    convinces    us    that  the 
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present  controversy  exists  due  to  the  failure  ol 
the  parties  to  carry  out  to  their  full  intent  and 
purposes,  the  terms  and  conditions  (>f  the  1920 
Convention  by  which  Local  46  was  reinstated 
and  placed  in  good  standing  with  cmr  Inter- 
national Union.  Your  Council  believes  that 
compliance  with  this  document  by  Local  46 
with  the  full  cooperation  of  Locals  6,  244  and 
!U)8  would  prevent  continuation  of  this  con- 
tro\ersy  and  bring  about  a  more  harmonious 
condition  for  the  future.  It  is  therefore  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Council  that 
Local  46  live  up  to  and  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  the  above-mentioned  document 
in  its  entirety,  applying  the  various  sections  of 
that  document  in  good  faith  and  sincerity  and 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  membership  of  our 
Local  Unions  in  greater  New  York  and  sur- 
rounding area.  We  therefore  urge  and  recom- 
mend that  locals  6,  244  and  308  interpret  the 
spirit  and  intent  of  the  action  of  the  1920 
Convention  and  in  cooperation  with  Local  46 
in  applying  its  terms  and  conditions  in  good 
faith  and  in  harmony  with  the  administration 
of  Local  46  as  we  believe  that  this  document 
contains  the  proper  spirit  and  intent  to  bring 
about  harmony  and  constructive  action  on 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  disputing  locals 
in  our  International  Union. 

Case  No.  7— P  ROPOSITION  FROM 
.\UERB.\CH  EDUCATIONAL  PRODUC- 
TIONS. 

The  Council  had  before  it  a  proposition 
submitted  by  the  Auerbach  Educational  Pro- 
ductions for  the  production  of  a  motion  pic- 
ture showing  the  history,  background  and  ac- 
complishments of  our  Internatinal  Union. 
While  your  Council  believes  that  this  type  of 
educational  material  would  be  helpful,  it  was 
decided  not  to  venture  into  this  project  at  this 
time  due  to  the  financial  cost  involved. 

Case  No.  8— DISCUSSION  OF  GROUP 
INSURANCE. 

In  response  to  an  invitation  of  our  General 
President  McSorley,  Mr.  Matthew  Woll, 
President  of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  Mr.  Ed.  Tobin,  his  assistant, 
visited  our  Council  session  discussing  group  life 
insurance  in  its  various  phases.  Your  Council 
spent  some  time  in  discussing  this  important 
subject  matter  and  authorized  the  General 
President  and  General  Secretary-Treasurer  to 
submit  to  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  the  necessary  data  from  which  they 


could  present  to  International  officers  a  con- 
crete proposal  showing  benefits,  premium  rates 
and  other  detailed  costs  to  cover  our  entire 
membership;  also  further  authorized  Inter- 
national officers  to  compile  all  this  data  after 
a  complete  study  for  presentation  to  the  Coun- 
cil at  its  next  meeting. 

Case  No.  9— RESOLUTIONS  No.  1  and  3 
REFERRED  BY  THE  20th  CONVENTION. 

Both  of  these  resolutions  have  for  their  pur- 
pose the  increase  of  funeral  benefits.  The  sub- 
ject matter  contained  in  both  these  resolutions 
was  discussed  at  some  length  with  President 
Woll  and  his  associate  who  explained  the  com- 
plications inherent  in  increasing  funeral  bene- 
fits in  excess  of  $500  due  to  the  laws  existing 
in  a  number  of  the  States.  It  appeared  from 
the  information  before  your  Council,  a  sum  in 
excess  of  $500  for  funeral  benefits  would 
automatically  place  our  International  Union 
under  the  control  of  a  number  of  different 
State  laws  with  no  uniformity  of  administration 
through  our  International  Office.  It  was  there- 
fore the  decision  of  your  Council  to  hold  any 
action  on  this  subject  matter  in  abeyance, 
pending  completion  of  the  study  now  under,  way 
by  the  General  Officers,  at  which  time  we 
would  be  in  better  position  to  make  a  more 
intelligent  and  beneficial  decision. 

Case  No.  10— RESOLUTIONS  No.  2,  23 
and  26,  REFERRED  BY  THE  20th  CONVEN- 
TION ALL  DEALING  WITH  PENSION 
PROGRAMS. 

Resolution  No.  26  was  adopted  by  the  20th 
Convention  instructing  the  International  Offi- 
cers to  investigate  the  advisability  of  our 
International  Union  adopting  a  pension  plan 
adapted  to  our  craft  and  to  make  a  report  at 
the  next  convention.  Your  Executive  Council 
instructed  the  International  officers  to  con- 
tinue this  study  now  under  way  and  obtain 
all  possible  data  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a 
pension  plan  for  our  members,  if  such  is 
feasible  and  can  be  financed  without  too  great 
a  drain  upon  the  membership  of  our  Inter- 
national Union.  As  this  resolution  No.  26  was 
a  mandate  from  the  Convention  and  its  provi- 
sions are  now  being  carried  out,  it  was  the 
action  of  the  Executive  Council  that  Resolu- 
tions Nos.  2  and  23  be  filed  at  this  time. 

Case  No.  II— EXCESSIVE  WORK  RE- 
STRICTIONS BY  LOCAL  UNIONS. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  obliged  to  take 
this  means  of  calling  attention  to  an  injurious 
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practice  indulged  in  by  sonic  of  our  afTiliatcd 
local  unions  who  arc  placing  tlicinsclves  in  a 
bad  competitive  position  in  the  building  indus- 
try and  permitting  the  increased  use  of  sub- 
stitutes for  lathing  materials  by  the  unwise 
practice  of  placing  excessive  restrictions  and 
narrow  limitations  upon  the  amount  of  work 
permitted  by  the  members  of  these  particular 
local  unions.  The  construction  industry  is  known 
as  the  most  competitive  of  any  industry  in  this 
country  and  all  segments  of  the  industry,  in- 
cluding the  Lather,  are  in  the  same  competi- 
tion. From  information  at  the  general  office  it 
is  shown  that  a  large  amount  of  lathing  work  is 
being  replaced  by  substitutes  thereby  eliminat- 
ing our  work  and  job  opportunities  for  our 
members  as  well  as  injuring  our  entire  craft 
and  trade.  The  Executive  Council  feels  com- 
pelled to  add  this  note  of  warning  at  this  time 


and  to  suggest  to  our  niciiiIxT  locals  tli;it  iticy 
act  judiciously  and  with  full  recognition  of  the 
injury  that  has  been  done  and  will  continue  if 
excessive  restrictions  and  narrow  limitations  are 
placed  upon  lathing. 

Due  to  illness,  Fourth  Vice  President  Sal 
Maso  was  only  able  to  attend  one  session  and 
therefore  did  not  participate  in  the  decisions 
and  findings  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Having  completed  the  agenda  and  there  be- 
ing no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harry  J.  Hagen,  First  Vice  President, 
Chairman 

C.  J.  Haggerty,  Second  Vice  President, 
Secretary 


Minutes  of  Executive  Council  Meeting 

Held  at  Qeveland,  Ohio,  October  23  to  27,  1950 


Meeting  called  to  order  Monday,  October  23, 
1930  at  10  A.M.,  by  First  Vice  President 
Harry  J.  Hagen.  Members  of  the  Council 
present  were: 

First  Vice  President  Harry  J.  Hagen 

Second  Vice  President  C.  J.  Haggerty 

Third  Vice  President  John  P.  Cook 

Fourth  Vice  President  Sal  Maso 

Fifth  Vice  President  John  J.  Langan 

Sixth  Vice  President  Frank  R.  Smith 

Seventh  Vice  President  J.  P.  Boyd 

Eighth  Vice  President  H.  H.  Fairbanks 

Ninth  Vice  President  C.  R.  Nicholas 

Tenth  Vice  President  Lionel  Brodeur 

Eleventh  Vice  President  Louis  Rodier 

Twelfth  Vice  President  J.  J.  Mathis 

Case  No.  1— PRESERVATION  OF  GOOD 
STANDING  OF  MEMBERS  IN  THE 
ARMED  FORCES. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  once  again  called 
upon  to  recognize  the  need  to  protect  the  good 
standing  of  members  who  enter  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States  or  Canada  or  may 
be  drafted  under  the  Selective  Service  Act  of 
1948  as  amended. 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  that  members  of  our  International 


Union  who  find  themselves  in  the  above- 
mentioned  category  are  fully  covered  and  pro- 
tected under  Section  161  of  our  International 
Constitution,  which  is  in  full  force  and  efifect, 
and  applies  to  all  our  members  who  enter  the 
armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  Canada. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  some  of  our 
apprentice  boys  now  in  training  have  been  and 
may  be  called  upon  to  enter  the  armed  forces 
of  the  United  States  or  Canada,  and  we  there- 
fore strongly  recommend  that  all  of  our  local 
unions  protect  this  type  of  apprentice  boy  by 
giving  him  credit  for  the  time  spent  in  training 
prior  to  his  entering  the  armed  service,  pro- 
vided he  reports  to  his  local  union  for  con- 
tinuation of  the  training  to  become  a  mechanic, 
within  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  his  dis- 
charge. 

Case  No.  2— NATIONAL  FOUNDATION 
FOR  LATHING  AND  PLASTERING,  INC. 

Your  Executive  Council  discussed  the  pres- 
ent status  of  the  National  Foundation  for  Lath- 
ing and  Plastering,  Inc.,  with  General  President 
McSorley,  and  listened  to  his  explanation  of  the 
present  status  of  this  Foundation.  As  the  Execu- 
tive Council  is  fully  aware  of  the  great  good 
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that  can  be  accoiiiplislicd  by  this  foundation 
which  was  created  by  o\ir  International  organi- 
zation, the  Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement 
Masons  International  Association,  and  the 
Contracting  Plasterers  International  Associa- 
tion, it  instructed  the  General  President  to  con- 
tinue his  efforts,  and  authorized  him  to  take 
such  action  as  he  deems  necessary  and  proper 
in  connection  with  this  subject  matter. 

Case  No.  3-  PROTEST  AGAINST  AGREE- 
MENT OF  MAY  10,  1950  BY  AND  BE- 
TWEEN THE  UNITED  BROTHERHOOD 
OF  CARPENTERS  AND  JOINERS  OF 
AMERICA  AND  THE  WOOD,  WIRE  AND 
METAL  LATHERS  INTERNATIONAL 
UNION. 

The  Board  received  several  protests  which 
have  been  registered  with  the  International 
Union  against  the  agreement  of  May  10,  1950 
between  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America  and  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  International  Union. 

After  giving  careful  consideration  to  the 
protest  received  and  a  general  discussion  of  the 
subject  matter  in  all  its  phases,  your  Executive 
Council  by  unanimous  action  reaffirmed  its  ap- 
proval of  this  agreement  as  a  document,  which 
was  of  benefit  to  the  membership  as  a  whole. 

It  was  further  the  unanimous  thinking  of  the 
Executive  Council  that  the  criticisms  of  the 
agreement  as  registered  at  headquarters  are  the 
result  of  misunderstanding  and  do  not  corre- 
spond with  the  facts  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  the 
sincere  hope  of  the  Executive  Council  that  the 
membership  and  representatives  will  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  pursuant  to  its  in- 
tent and  purpose  with  all  the  influence  of  their 
local  unions. 

In  order  to  clear  up  any  misunderstanding 
which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  some  of  our 
local  officials  and  members,  the  General  Presi- 
dent was  instructed  to  mail  to  all  of  our  af- 
filiated Councils  and  local  unions  an  explana- 
tion of  the  agreement  at  the  earliest  possible 
date. 

Case  No.  4— REQUEST  FOR  FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE  FROM  THE  AMERICAN 
FEDERATION  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED,  INC. 

Your  Executive  Council  recognizing  the  great 
humanitarian  service  rendered  by  the  .American 
Federation  of  the  Physically  Handicapped  as 


an  organization  dedicated  to  the  rehabilitation 
of  those  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
some  physical  handicap,  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  a  contribution  of  $250.00  to  this 
organization  to  carry  on  its  splendid  humani- 
tarian functions. 

Case  No.  5— REQUEST  FOR  FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE  FROM  THE  NATIONAL 
FOUNDATION  FOR  INFANTILE  PA- 
RALYSIS, INC. 

Pursuant  to  its  long  established  custom  and 
realization  of  the  value  of  the  great  work  being 
performed  by  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile  Paralysis,  Inc.,  your  Executive  Coun- 
cil authorized  the  General  President  to  make 
a  contribution  of  $250.00  to  this  organization. 

Case  No.  6— REQUEST  FOR  FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  NATION'S  HEALTH 
COMMITTEE. 

As  this  is  the  major  organization  which  ex- 
pends every  effort,  in  cooperation  with  all 
major  labor  organizations,  to  obtain  a  national 
pre-paid  medical  care  plan,  your  Executive 
Council  believes  this  is  a  very  worthy  function 
and  one  which  should  receive  the  support  of 
all  labor  and  progressive  organizations,  it  au- 
thorized the  General  President  to  make  a  con- 
tribution of  $250.00  to  this  Committee. 

Case  No.  7— PROTEST  AGAINST  AC- 
TIONS OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES, 
NATIONAL  JOINT  BOARD  FOR  THE 
SETTLEMENT  OF  JURISDICTIONAL  DIS- 
PUTES, BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY. 

Your  Executive  Council  considered  the  com- 
plaints of  some  of  our  affiliated  unions  and  the 
General  President  against  the  actions  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  National  Joint  Board  for 
the  Settlement  of  Jurisdictional  Disputes,  Build- 
ing and  Construction  Industry,  due  to  the  de- 
cisions made  by  that  body  in  complete  disre- 
gard and  violation  of  their  own  rules  of  pro- 
cedure and  the  Plan  as  agreed  to  at  the  time 
of  their  formation. 

The  decisions  which  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Executive  Council  completely 
ignored  the  many  previous  decisions  which 
were  contained  in  the  Green  Book  entitled 
".Agreements  and  Decisions  Rendered  Affecting 
the  Building  Industry." 

While  your  Executive  Council  and  the  In- 
ternational Union  have  always  worked  in  close 
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Iiaiiiiony  and  roopcialioii  witli  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Dcpartniint,  and  have 
always  been  willing  to  accept  our  responsi- 
bilities as  an  integral  part  of  that  great  organ- 
ization, wc  feel  that  we  can  no  longer  tolerate 
the  injustice  being  heaped  upon  our  organiza- 
tion and  its  members  by  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  this  above-mentioned  National 
Board  in  ignoring  established  decisions  of  rec- 
ord contained  in  the  Green  Book  over  a  long 
period  of  years. 

Therefore,  by  unanimous  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  the  following  communication 
was  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  National 
Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of  Jurisdictional 
Disputes  by  General  President  McSorley: 

"October  26,  1950 

National  Joint  Board  for  Settlement  of 
Jurisdtl.  Disputes,  Bldg.  &  Constrn.  Industry, 
Room  506,  901  Massachusetts  Ave.  N.  \V., 
Washington  1,  D.  C. 

Attention:  Mr.  John  T.  Dunlop,  Chairman 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  of  October  13  received,  contain- 
ing decision  of  the  Joint  Board  in  reference 
to  the  application  of  paper-backed  Steeltex 
Floor  Lath  on  the  School  House  job  at  Little 
Falls,  New  Jersey  being  done  by  the  Mahicu 
Construction  Company,  contractor,  and  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  our  International  Union 
through  the  General  Executive  Council,  de- 
sires to  notify  the  Joint  Board  that  we  will 
not  recognize  this  decision  as  it  is  in  violation 
of  a  decision  already  established  in  the  book, 
covering  this  class  of  work,  on  page  92  of 
the  Green  Book. 

And  we  desire  to  further  notify  the  Joint 
Board  that  we  are  notifying  our  members 
to  disregard  any  decision  which  has  for  its 
purpose  the  changing,  altering  or  amending 
or  in  any  way  abridging  the  decisions  con- 
tained in  the  Green  Book. 

We  hold  that  your  action  is  in  error  and 
is  in  absolute  violation  of  paragraph  3  of 
the  jurisdictional  setup  which  we  have  signed 
and  agreed  to. 

We  also  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  decision  rendered  by  the  Joint  Board 
and  which  is  dated  June  9,  1949,  copy  of 
which  is  as  follows: 


'Western  Union,  DL 

Washington,  D.  C.  6/9/19 

Win.  J.  McSorley,  Genl.  President 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  Intl.  Union 
Lathers  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

At  yesterday's  meeting  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees considered  further  the  jurisdictional 
dispute  between  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union  and 
the  International  Association  of  Bridge 
Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers 
on  a  housing  project,  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey,  See  Construction  Co.  Contractor. 
The  Board  voted  that  the  work  in  dispute 
is  covered  by  a  decision  of  record  appear- 
ing at  Page  90  of  the  Green  Book  (Plan 
for  Settling  Jurisdictional  Disputes  Na- 
tionally and  Locally)  Dated  August  9, 
1929.  The  Contractor  has  stated  that  the 
steeltex  is  used  in  lieu  of  high  rib  metal 
lath. 

John  T.  Dunlop,  Chairman 
National  Board  for  Settlement  of  Juris- 
dictional Disputes' 

We  also  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  protest  against  this  decision 
was  lodged  by  the  officials  of  the  Bridge 
and  Structural  Iron  Workers'  International 
Union,  and  after  a  month's  lapse  which  wc 
presume  was  for  further  investigation  and 
research,  the  Joint  Board  reaffirmed  their 
decision  of  June  9th,  in  the  following  official 
rommunication,  copy  of  which  is  as  follows: 

National  Joint  Board  for  Settlement  of 
Jurisdictional    Disputes    Building  and 
Construction  Industry 
Room  506,  901  Massachusetts  Ave., 
N.  W.,  Washington  1,  D.  C. 

July  12,  1949 

Mr.  Wm.  J.  McSorley,  Genl.  Pres. 
Wood,  Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  Intl.  Union 
Lathers'  Building, 
Cleveland  13,  Ohio 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lyons,  Genl.  President 
Int.  Association  of  Bridge,  Structl.  & 

Ornamental  Iron  Workers 
1615  Syndicate  Trust  Bldg. 
St.  Louis  1,  Missouri 

Gentlemen: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  took  the  following 
action  at  its  meeting  on  July  8,  1949: 
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"  I'hc  Board  of  Trustees  considered  the 
protest  from  the  International  Association 
of  Bridge,  Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron 
Workers  and  answer  from  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  International  Union 
regarding  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  June  8,  1949,  in  a  jurisdictional 
dispute  over  steeltcx  used  in  lieu  of  high 
rib  metal  lath  on  a  housing  project,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.,  See  Construction  Co.  Con- 
tractor. The  Board  of  Trustees  voted  to 
reaffirnj  its  action  of  June  8,  1949.  (Mr. 
J.  D.  Marshall  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Palmer  not 
participating.) 

Very  truly  yours, 

s/  John  T.  Dunlop 

John  T.  Dunlop,  Chairman 

The  contention  of  our  International  Union 
is  to  the  effect  that  even  the  Joint  Board 
recognized  the  paper-backed  steeltex  decision 
contained  on  Page  92  as  a  decision  of  record, 
and  therefore  in  the  rendering  of  this  decision 
and  its  reafTirmation  on  the  Jersey  City  hous- 
ing project  clearly  set  forth  that  your  follow- 
ing decision  on  the  Collingswood,  N.  J.  job 
was  in  error,  and  for  this  reason  we  desire  to 
inform  your  Board  of  Trustees  that  we  will  not 
comply  with  any  decision  that  is  rendered  in 
violation  of  decisions  that  are  already  set  forth 
as  a  matter  of  record  in  the  Green  Book,  and 
we  are  notifying  our  local  unions  to  this 
effect. 

I  trust  that  this  clearly  and  fully  explains 

our  position  as  we  do  not  recognize  the  right 
of  either  the  Referee  or  the  Joint  Board  to 
alter,  amend  or  reopen  any  of  the  decisions 
that  are  contained  in  the  Book  as  a  matter 
of  record. 

I  trust  that  this  freely  and  clearly  explains 
our  position  in  this  matter  and  assures  you 
that  we  will  endeavor  to  protect  ourselves 
against  the  encroachments  upon  these  de- 
cisions, whether  it  be  by  other  trades,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  or  the  Referee. 

Trusting  you  will  fully  understand  our 
position  in  this  matter,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 

s/    Wm.  J.  McSorley 
General  President" 

Case  No.  8— COMPLETION  OF  SURVEY 
FORMATION  OF  WELFARE  PLAN. 


In  tollowmg  through  this  subject  matter, 
your  Executive  Council  notes  that  the  infor- 
mation requested  by  the  General  Office  from 
and  through  our  local  unions  is  incomplete  at 
the  present  time,  and  we  are  therefore  unable 
to  obtain  any  pertinent  data  for  the  formation 
of  a  Welfare  Plan  until  the  great  majority  of 
our  local  unions  forward  the  information  re- 
quested by  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Your  Executive  Council  therefore  strongly 
urges  all  our  affiliated  local  unions  to  com- 
plete the  form  cards  which  are  now  in  their 
possession  and  return  them  to  General  Head- 
quarters without  further  delay  in  order  that 
our  International  officers  may  submit  them  to 
the  proper  sources  so  that  all  possible  informa- 
tion and  data  can  be  gathered,  upon  which  to 
base  a  beneficial  Welfare  Plan. 

Case  No.  9— EXCESSIVE  WORK  RE- 
STRICTIONS BY  LOCAL  UNIONS. 

Due  to  the  number  of  criticisms  registered 
at  headquarters  about  the  excessive  work  re- 
strictions being  enforced  by  some  of  our  local 
unions  with  its  attendant  dangerous  low  pro- 
duction, your  Executive  Council  feels  that  this 
injurious  practice  indulged  in  by  some  of  our 
local  unions  must  be  eliminated  if  we  are  to 
maintain  our  competitive  position  in  the  build- 
ing industry,  and  avoid  the  further  encroach- 
ment and  use  of  substitutes  for  lathing  ma- 
terials. 

We  have  unlimited  evidence  of  the  replace- 
ment of  lath  and  plaster  by  substitutes  and  are 
convinced  that  much  of  this  disastrous  change 
has  taken  place  because  of  the  unwise  practice 
of  placing  excessive  restrictions  and  dangerously 
narrow  limitations  upon  the  amount  of  work 
permitted  by  the  members  of  these  particular 
local  unions.  The  construction  industry  is 
known  as  the  most  competitive  industry  in  this 
country,  and  all  segments  of  the  industry  in- 
cluding the  lather,  are  in  the  same  competition. 

The  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  condition  and  the  realization  that 
the  lathing  industry  is  being  injured  and  placed 
in  an  unfair  competitive  position  is  alarming 
and  calls  for  corrective  measures  to  be  taken 
if  we  arc  to  avoid  elimination  of  our  work, 
and  the  further  loss  of  job  opportunities  for 
our  members  where  such  practices  exist. 

As  a  partial  remedy  and  one  means  of  at- 
tempting to  correct  the  use  of  excessive  re- 
strictions practiced  by  some  of  our  local  unions, 
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your  Executive  Clouncil  hereby  instructs  llic 
General  Pri-sident  to  di.s;\i)provc  any  agrcciiu  nt 
submitted  to  his  oflicc  which  in  his  judguient 
contains  excessive  restrictions  and  narrow  limi- 
tations that  will  result  in  injuring  our  trade 
and  the  loss  of  job  opportunities  for  our  mem- 
bers. 

Case  No.  10— DISPUTE  BETWEEN  LO- 
CALS 6,  244  AND  308  WITH  LOCAL  4() 
RE  WELFARE  FUND  OF  LOCAL  46  AND 
ITS  EMPLOYERS. 

After  listening  to  the  testimony  presented  by 
brothers  Michael  A.  Rizzo,  representing  Local 
308,  Samson  Stone,  representing  Local  244, 
William  Cohen,  Local  No.  6  and  Walter  Mat- 
thews, Timothy  Spillane  and  Frank  Robinson, 
Local  46,  on  the  controversy  existing  between 
these  organizations  over  the  transfer  of  funds 
collected  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Welfare  Plan 
now  in  existence  between  Local  46  and  their 
employers,  through  a  collective  bargaining 
agreement,  to  Locals  6,  244  and  308  on  their 
members  working  for  employers,  parties  to  the 
existing  Welfare  Plan,  it  is  the  decision  of  your 
Executive  Council  that  this  subject  matter  is 
one  that  should  be  adjudicated  and  settled  be- 
tween the  parties  involved,  and  is  not  within 
the  authority  of  this  Board. 

Case  No.  11— ACTIVITIES  OF  LABOR'S 
LEAGUE  FOR  POLITICAL  EDUCATION. 

We  are  pleased  to  get  reports  from  Local 
Unions  of  100%  registration  to  vote,  on  the 
part  of  the  membership.  While  there  are  cer- 
tain restrictions  on  labor  organizations  in  the 
matter  of  political  participation,  we  do  urge 
the  membership  to  support  the  political  philos- 
ophy and  program  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  voting  for  the  candidates  who 
on  their  record,  are  friendly  to  the  philosophy 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  to  do  everything  possible 
to  defeat  those  candidates,  who  also  on  their 
record,  are  antagonistic  to  the  philosophy  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  regardless  of 
their  political  party  affiliation. 

This  is  a  simple,  honest  program  that  should 
be  adhered  to  in  order  to  protect  the  gains  of 
organized  labor  obtained  through  many  sacri- 
fices on  the  part  of  the  membership. 

Case  No.  12— LATHING  EXHIBITS  AT 


UNION   LABEL    I'RADES   Di.l'AK  TMENT 

snow. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  please  to  report 
on  the  receipt  of  a  number  of  highly  compli- 
mentary statements  on  the  Lathing  and  Plas- 
tering Exhibit  during  the  5th  A.  F.  of  L.  Union 
Industries  Show  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
from  May  6-13,  1950. 

From  the  information  at  hand  submitted  by 
those  who  viewed  this  Lathing  and  Plastering 
K.xhibit  during  this  Show,  we  feel  that  a 
splendid  job  was  accomplished  in  behalf  of  our 
trade,  as  this  exhibit  was  seen  by  more  than 
250,000  people,  and  was  recognized  as  one,  if 
not  the  outstanding  exhibit  of  this  entire  show. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  happy  to  com- 
mend Local  53  and  particularly  its  present 
representative  Vice  President  Lionel  Brodeur  for 
the  untiring  efforts  of  brother  Brodeur  and  his 
Committee  and  members  of  his  organization. 
This  exhibit  was  so  outstanding  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  is  instructing  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Ford  to  print  the  full  program  properly 
illustrated  in  the  next  issue  of  our  monthly 
journal. 

We  would  also  urge  all  of  our  local  unions 
to  follow  the  example  set  by  Local  53  and  its 
officials,  to  the  end  that  our  unions  have  ex- 
hibits on  every  occasion  so  that  the  public 
might  become  better  acquainted  with  the  class 
of  work  performed  by  our  members,  and  insist 
upon  its  being  specified  in  structures  which 
they  intend  to  purchase  and  occupy. 

Your  Executive  Council  was  pleased  to  note 
the  presence  of  brother  James  R.  Trenary,  Busi- 
ness Representative  of  Local  No.  9,  at  head- 
quarters during  the  sessions  of  the  Council,  and 
trust  that  his  visit  was  beneficial  and  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  him  at  any  of  our  future 
meetings. 

Having  completed  the  agenda  and  there 
being  no  further  business,  the  meeting 
adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harry  J.  Hagen,  First  Vice 
President,  Chairman 

G.  J.  Haggerty,  Second  Vice 
President,  Secretary 
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Minutes  of  International  Executive 
Council  Meeting 

Held  at  Qeveland,  Ohio,  July  23  to  27,  1951 


Meeting  called  to  order  Monday,  July  213, 
1951  at  10  a.  in.  by  First  Vice  President 
Harry  J.  Hagen.  Members  of  the  Council 
present  were: 

First  Vice  President  Harry  J.  Hagen 

Second  Vice  President  C.  J.  Haggerty 

Third  Vice  President  John  P.  Cook 

Fourth  Vice  President  Sal  Maso 

Fifth  Vice  President  John  J.  Langan 

Sixth  Vice  President  Frank  R.  Smith 

Seventh  Vice  President  J.  P.  Boyd 

Eighth  Vice  President  H.  H.  Fairbanks 

Ninth  Vice  President  C.  R.  Nicholas 

Tenth  Vice  President  Lionel  Brodeur 

Eleventh  Vice  President  Louis  Rodier 

Twelfth  Vice  President  J.  J.  Mathis 

Case  No.  1— AGREEMENT  OF  MAY  10, 
1950  WITH  UNITED  BROTHERHOOD  OF 
CARPENTERS  AND  JOINERS  OF  AMER- 
ICA. CLARIFICATION  AND  DIFFERENCE 
IN  INTERPRETATION  BY  BOTH  SIDES. 

In  view  of  several  protests  received  by  the 
General  Office,  with  respect  to  the  agreement 
of  May  10,  1950  between  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America  and 
our  International  Union,  which  indicated  that 
notwithstanding  the  clarification  issued  by  the 
General  President,  confusion  and  misunder- 
standing still  existed  in  many  parts  of  the 
International  Union's  jurisdiction  over  the 
terms  of  this  agreement,  in  addition  to  which 
the  National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of 
Jurisdictional  Disputes  in  the  Building  and 
Construction  Industry  has  seen  fit  on  several 
occasions  to  misinterpret  the  provisions  of  the 
agreement  to  the  detriment  of  our  Local 
unions.  In  addition  to  the  information  and 
evidence  at  hand  in  this  connection,  the  Board 
received  a  visit  from  brother  F.  J.  Wilbert, 
Secretary  of  Local  No.  64,  pointing  out  the 
problems  his  organization  is  having  in  in- 
terpreting the  provisions  of  the  agreement. 

While  the  Executive  Council  realizes  that 
notwithstanding  the  attempt  of  the  General 
Office  to  previously  clarify  the  provisions  of 
the  above  mentioned  agreement,  it  feels  that 


further  attempts  should  be  made  to  clarify  its 
terms  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties  concerned 
and  they  therefore  instruct  the  General  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  with  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpen- 
ters and  Joiners  of  America  to  clear  up  the 
misunderstandings  which  appear  to  exist  in 
order  that  the  agreement  may  be  made  to  work 
as  it  was  intended  at  the  time  of  its  con- 
summation. 

Lathing  Contractor  T.  F.  Mitchell  of  St. 
Louis  sent  the  Executive  Council  two  models 
of  door  bucks  with  bull-nose  comer  beads  at- 
tached which  form  a  casing  bead  or  guard, 
plaster  stop  or  screed,  as  variously  designated 
in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Mitchell  explained  that  he  uses  a  metal  lath 
cutter  and  angle  bender  in  preparing  the  bull- 
nose  corner  beads  for  application  to  the  door 
frames. 

He  sets  the  lath  cutter  so  bull-nose  corner 
beads  can  be  run  through  it  rapidly  and  one 
flange  removed.  He  then  sets  the  bender  and  the 
other  flange  is  then  bent  on  the  machine  to  any 
desired  angle  for  attachment  to  door  bucks. 
Mitchell  was  of  the  opinion  that  where  juris- 
dictional disputes  occur  with  carpenters  over 
the  application  of  casing  beads  which  are 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  bull-nose  corner 
bead  or  guard,  it  might  assist  our  local  repre- 
sentatives in  presenting  their  case  in  a  prac- 
tical and  dramatic  manner  if  a  contractor 
would  take  a  metal  lath  machine  to  jobs  where 
controversies  exist  and  demonstrate  with  bull- 
nose  beads — cutting,  bending  and  applying 
them. 

He  stated  that  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  most  machines  of  this  type  could  be  used 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  Executive  Council 
desires  to  express  its  appreciation  to  Contrac- 
tor Mitchell  for  the  interest  he  has  shown 
in  our  industry  by  passing  along  this  informa- 
tion to  the  rank  and  file  through  the  Council 
and  for  preparing  the  exhibits  which  will  re- 
main at  headquarters  for  future  use. 
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Case  No.  2— CONSIDER  AT  I  ON  OF 
CHANGING  THE  PRESENT  riDELITV 
GUARANTEE  BONDS  FOR  IIIE  FINAN- 
CIAL OFFICERS  OF  THE  INTERNATION- 
AL AND  OUR  LOCALS  AND  COUNCILS 
TO  A  BLANKET  TYPE  OF  COVERAGE  IN 
CONJUNCTION  WITH  AFL,  BY  FIDELITY 
AND  DEPOSIT  CO.  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  Executive  Council  gave  consideration  to 
a  new  type  of  bond  coverage  which  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  our  International  and  local 
unions  than  that  which  is  now  in  ed'ect,  and 
as  the  General  Office  was  compiling  data  in 
this  connection,  and  from  information  at  hand 
sulimitted  to  the  Council  it  appeared  that  a 
revision  of  our  system  would  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  our  International  Union  and  its 
locals. 

The  Executive  Council  authorized  the  Gen- 
eral Office  to  proceed  with  their  investigation 
to  make  whatever  changes  and  revisions  are 
necessary  in  our  system  of  bonding  of  our  local 
and  international  officers  as  the  facts  showed 
that  this  system  would  be  an  improvement  over 
the  existing  system. 

Case  No.  3— REFUSAL  OF  LOCAL 
UNIONS  TO  ACCEPT  TRANSFERS. 

The  General  President  submitted  information 
to  the  Council  indicating  that  a  few  local 
unions  were  indulging  in  the  practice  of  re- 
fusing transfers  on  certain  occasions,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  our  international 
constitution. 

After  a  thorough  and  complete  discussion  of 
this  subject  matter,  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  indicate  that  while  this  practice  was 
not  prevalent,  even  the  refusal  of  one  local 
union  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  our 
constitution  could  not  be  tolerated.  The  Coun- 
cil is  thoroughly  convinced  that  there  are  no 
circumstances  which  would  justify  local  unions 
violating  the  international  constitution  with 
regard  to  this  subject  matter,  as  our  Inter- 
national Union  is  built  around  the  right  of 
members  to  work  any  place  within  the  United 
States  and  Canada  when  they  comply  with 
the  local  bylaws  and  international  constitution. 

These  sections  of  our  constitution  dealing 
with  transfer  rights  and  privileges  are  the 
foundation  upon  which  our  International  Union 
was  built,  and  has  prospered;  as  it  permits 
the  mobile  membership  who  are  prepared  at 
all  times  to  service  the  construction  industry 


in  normal,  but  particularly,  in  critical  times 
such  as  wc  arc  now  undergoing  in  this  critical 
lime  of  preparation  and  defense  of  our  country. 

In  view  of  the  Executive  Council's  firm  con- 
\  iction  of  the  necessity  of  upholding  and  en- 
forcing the  transfer  rights  and  privileges  of 
our  membership,  it  authorized  the  General 
President  to  take  whatever  steps  he  deemed 
necessary  to  see  that  these  sections  of  the 
constitution  were  thoroughly  enforced. 

Case  No.  4— NECESSITY  OF  MORE  AP- 
PRENTICES AND  JOURNEYMEN  L.A.TH- 
ERS  TO  BE  TAKEN  INTO  SOME  LOCAL 
UNIONS. 

Notwithstanding  the  continuous  urging  of 
the  general  officers  upon  our  local  unions  to 
take  advantage  of  the  emergency  amendment 
to  Section  169  of  our  constitution  in  relation 
to  the  induction  of  sufficient  apprentices  to 
provide  future  journeymen  for  our  trade,  and 
also  to  admit  into  membership  a  great  num- 
ber of  qualified  journeymen  who  are  not  now 
members  of  the  International  Union,  there  still 
exists  a  great  shortage  of  lathers  throughout 
this  entire  country. 

This  failure  on  the  part  of  our  local  unions 
to  use  every  logical  and  sensible  means  to 
supply  sufficient  apprentices  and  qualified 
journeymen  has  resulted  in  a  great  loss  of 
work  to  our  trade  by  the  use  of  substitutes  for 
lath  and  plaster.  From  the  continual  requests  to 
our  general  office,  it  is  quite  evident  that  this 
shortage  of  men  to  properly  protect  our  trade 
jurisdiction  is  continuing  and  becoming  more 
aggravated  to  the  extent  that  architects  and 
builders  are  seeking  more  and  more  substitutes. 

It  is  quite  obvious  if  this  condition  is  not 
corrected  that  our  membership  and  trade  will 
suffer  irrevocable  damage  and  it  will  be  im- 
possible in  the  future  to  restore  once  again 
the  use  of  lath  and  plaster  to  its  proper  place 
in  the  construction  industry  when  normalcy 
retiirns  to  this  country. 

In  view  of  this  great  injury  which  is  being 
worked  upon  the  future  lathers  because  of 
refusal  to  properly  man  existing  construction 
projects,  your  Executive  Council  strongly  urges 
every  local  union  to  canvass  its  area  and  to 
use  all  proper  and  sensible  means  to  obtain 
additional  apprentices  and  journeymen  in  order 
that  we  may  stem  this  present  trend  which 
if  continued  would  result  in  the  elimination  of 
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the  greater  part  of  our  work  by  the  use  of 
substitutes. 

Case  No.  5— FINANCIAL  CONTRIBU- 
TION TO  THE  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 
FOR  KANSAS  FLOOD  RELIEF. 

Your  Executive  Council  unanimously  in- 
structed the  General  OfTicers  to  contribute  the 
sum  of  $250.00  to  the  .American  Red  Cross  to 
be  used  in  the  relief  of  the  Kansas  Flood 
\'ictinis. 

Case  No.  6— GROUP  INSURANCE. 

Your  Executive  Council  again  renewed  its 
discussion  of  a  Group  Life  Insurance  Plan 
pursuant  to  the  action  of  our  20th  convention 
in  order  to  study  the  material  which  had  so 
far  been  obtained  and  compiled  by  our  Inter- 
national Office. 

While  the  International  Office  did  not  ob- 
tain in  excess  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  form  questionnaire  cards  returned  by 
our  local  unions,  therefore  the  Council  was 
compelled  to  temporarily  accept  the  compila- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  rates  based  upon  the 
cards  furnished  which  was  the  only  available 
data  to  our  international  office  and  the  in- 
surance companies.  This  material  was  discussed 
thoroughly  with  a  representative  of  the  Union 
Labor  Life  Insurance  Co.  from  their  New  York 
office  and  all  the  various  possible  factors 
analyzed  from  the  material. 

As  the  Executive  Council  is  desirous  of  ob- 
taining the  greatest  possible  benefits  for  the 
lowest  possible  rates,  it  was  felt  that  additional 
information  should  be  obtained  from  the  in- 
surance companies  in  order  that  every  member 
of  our  International  Union,  including  tax- 
exempt  members  and  with  a  possibility  of  ap- 
prenticeship coverage,  could  obtain  a  substan- 
tial life  insurance  policy  as  comprehensive  as 
possible. 

It  was  therefore  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council  that  we  postpone  a  definite  recom- 
mendation at  this  time  until  our  next  Board 
meeting  in  order  that  a  more  comprehensive 
coverage  of  our  membership  may  be  embodied 
in  the  information  submitted  to  the  insurance 
companies,  and  in  the  interim  that  we  obtain 
complete  data  in  order  that  we  can  be  pre- 
pared to  recommend  the  best  possible  cover- 
age for  our  members  to  our  International  Con- 
vention to  be  held  in  Houston,  Texas. 


Case  No.  7— LEGALITY  OF  SECTION 
104A  INTERNATIONAL  CONSTITUTION. 

Your  Executive  Council  considered  a  ruling 
of  the  Wage  and  Hour  Division,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  as  agents  for  the  Wage  Stabili- 
zation Board  declaring  that  Section  104 A  of 
our  International  Constitution  could  not  be 
applied  on  a  job  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  Con- 
tractor Ollie  Tope  from  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Your  Council  recognized  the  dangerous  prec- 
edent established  by  this  ruling  as  it  affects 
Section  104 A  of  our  International  Constitution, 
but  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  same  ruling 
will  not  necessarily  be  applied  in  every  in- 
stance in  other  regions  and  areas  as  we  believe 
that  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board  Regional 
and  area  panels  now  being  established  will  be 
in  position  to  obtain  first  hand  and  pertinent 
data  at  the  local  level  in  similar  cases,  and  will 
not  necessarily  be  guided  by  this  early  decision 
of  the  Wage  and  Hour  Division  acting  as  agent 
for  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  at  the  time  this 
decision  was  made  that  the  regional  and  area 
panels  had  not  been  established,  but  from  in- 
formation at  hand  it  appears  that  they  either 
are  already  establishd  in  a  number  of  regions 
and  areas  or  soon  will  be  established  and  pre- 
pared to  handle  cases  of  this  sort. 

We  would  therefore  urge  our  local  unions 
to  continue  to  press  their  claims  for  compliance 
with  Section  104A  in  conformity  with  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Wage  Stabilization 
Board  and  in  every  instance  where  a  question 
is  raised  with  respect  to  this  section  of  our 
International  Constitution  that  our  local  unions 
present  full  information  and  verbal  arguments 
before  the  respective  area  or  Regional  Boards. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  all  regional 
or  local  rules  may  be  appealed  to  the  National 
Wage  Stabilization  Board  which  is  the  final 
authority  in  all  cases. 

The  Executive  Council  would  call  to  thr 
attention  of  our  affiliates  that  Section  104A  has 
been  a  part  of  our  Constitution  long  before  the 
establishment  of  the  Office  of  Price  Stabiliza- 
tion or  its  component  parts,  such  as  the  Wage 
Stabilization  Board,  and  that  this  section  of 
our  Constitution  was  not  adopted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  wage  increases  but  rather 
for  the  stabilization  of  rates  of  pay  of  our 
membership. 

Case  No.  8— ADVERSE  JOB  OR  SPOT 
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DECISIONS  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUS- 
TEES, NATIONAL  JOINT  BOARD  FOR 
THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  JURISDICTIONAL 
DISPUTES,  BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUC- 
TION INDUSTRY. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  our  Executive 
Council,  at  which  a  strong  protest  was  au- 
thorized and  made  by  the  General  President 
against  a  number  of  spot  decisions  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settle- 
ment of  Jurisdictional  Disputes,  rendered  in 
violation  and  complete  disregard  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  Building  &  Construction 
Trades  Department  and  the  Associated  General 
Contractors  of  America,  as  agreed  to  at  the 
time  of  their  formation,  your  Executive  Coun- 
cil has  received  an  additional  number  of  com- 
plaints against  this  same  body  for  their 
continued  ignoring  of  the  bona  fide  trade  juris- 
diction of  our  International  Union. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  board  has  seen 
fit  to  continue  to  completely  ignore  the  many 
previous  decisions  outlining  the  jurisdiction  of 
our  International  Union,  which  are  contained 
in  the  Green  Book  entitled  "Agreements  and 
Decisions  Rendered  Affecting  the  Building  In- 
dustry" your  Executive  Council  feels  that  our 
International  and  local  unions  must  take  a 
strong  and  decisive  stand  against  this  continued 
infringement  on  the  age-old  and  well-established 
jurisdiction  of  our  International  Union  by  their 
operation  in  violation  of  the  agreement  under 
which  they  were  established. 

Because  the  records  of  our  International 
Office  are  replete  with  continued  strong  and 
well-founded  protests  by  our  General  Presi- 
dent against  the  functions  of  this  board  and 
because  it  seems  apparent  that  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  obtain  just  treatment  from  it,  your 
Council  has  authorized  the  General  President 
to  notify  the  National  Joint  Board  for  the 
Settlement  of  Jurisdictional  Disputes  that  our 
International  Union  and  our  local  unions  will 
not  abide  by  any  decisions  which  are  rendered 
in  violation  of  the  agreement  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Building  and  Construction  Trades 
Department  and  the  Associated  General  Con- 
tractors. 

We  further  urge  all  of  our  local  unions  to 
strongly  resist  any  attempt  made  by  any  other 
trade  to  encroach  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
International  Union  whenever  such  work  has 
been  previously  awarded  to  our  International 
Union  by  recognized  awarding  authorities  and 


which  decisions  and  agreements  arc  a  matter  of 
iccord  and  cont.iincd  in  the  Green  Book. 

Case  No.  9— AMERICAN  FEDERATION 
OF  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  RE- 
QUEST FOR  CONTRIBUTION. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Execu- 
tive Council  has  authorized  the  General  Officers 
to  contrihutc  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  10— REQUEST  FOR  FINAN- 
CIAL ASSISTANCE  FROM  THE  NATION- 
AL FARM  LABOR  UNION  TO  AID  STRIK- 
ERS IN  THE  RICH  IMPERIAL  VALLEY 
OF  CALIFORNIA. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  authorized  the  General 
Officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  11— REQUEST  FROM  THE  NA- 
TIONAL FOUNDATION  FOR  INFANTILE 
PARALYSIS,  INC. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Cuncil  has  authorized  the  General 
Officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  12— APPEAL  FOR  CONTRIBU- 
TION FROM  THE  FREE  TRADE  UNION 
COMMITTEE,  LABOR'S  LEAGUE  FOR 
HUMAN  RIGHTS. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  authorized  the  General 
Officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  13— EXTENDING  FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT  TO  THE  1951  HEART  FUND. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  authorized  the  General 
Officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  14— REQUEST  FOR  FINAN- 
CIAL ASSISTANCE  TO  AID  THE  WORK 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  LABOR  COMMITTEE 
OF  UNITED  CEREBRAL  PALSY  ASSOCIA- 
TIONS, INC. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  authorized  the  General 
Officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  15— REQUEST  OF  THE 
UNITED  BROTHERHOOD  OF  CARPEN- 
TERS AND  JOINERS  OF  AMERICA  TO 
ABROGATE  AGREEMENT  OF  JANUARY 
14,  1903. 

In    connection    with    the    request    of  the 
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Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  to  abro- 
gate the  long-standing  agreement  made  Jan- 
uary 14,  1903,  your  Executive  Council  feels 
that  the  abrogation  of  this  agreement  at  this 
time  would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
parties  thereto  or  the  building  and  construction 
industry  as  a  whole. 

This  agreement  originated  as  a  result  of  a 
resolution  introduced  by  Lathers'  delegates  in 
the  1902  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  was 
later  consummated  by  the  signatures  of  the 
representatives  of  both  unions  in  1903. 

The  existence  of  this  document  has  been 
beneficial  to  the  parties  thereto  as  well  as  the 
construction  industry  as  a  whole  and  has  re- 
sulted in  harmonious  relationship  over  the 
years  with  respect  to  the  work  outlined  in  the 
provisions  contained  therein. 

Because  of  the  benefits  which  have  been 
derived  from  this  document,  your  Executive 
Council  by  unanimous  action  voted  to  author- 
ize the  General  President  to  oppose  its  abroga- 
tion and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  meet  with 
the  officials  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  cancellation  or  abrogation  of  this 
agreement. 

Case  No.  16— OUR  AGREEMENT  ON 
CORNER  BE.\DS  WITH  OPERATIVE 
PLASTERERS  AND  CEMENT  MASONS 
INTERNATIOX.\L  ASSOCIATION  DATED 
OCTOBER  13,  1937.  FAILURE  OF  SOME 
OF  OUR  LOCALS  TO  .'\DHERE  THERE- 
TO. 

General  President  John  E.  Rooncy  and  First 
Vice  President  John  J.  Hauck  appeared  before 
the  Executive  Council  calling  to  our  attention 
a  number  of  complaints  received  from  their 
local  unions  setting  forth  the  failure  of  our 
membership  to  respect  the  agreement  with  the 
Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement  Masons  In- 
ternational Association  and  our  International 
Union  on  corner  beads  dated  October  13, 
1937. 

An  investigation  of  the  complaints  by  these 
two  officials  of  the  Operative  Plasterers  and 
Cement  Masons  International  Association 
showed  that  in  a  few  instances,  some  of  our 
locals  refused  to  abide  by  the  above  mentioned 
agreement. 

As  the  Executive  Council  is  of  the  opinion 


that  this  agreement  has  extended  benefits  to  our 
International  Union  and  its  members  since  its 
consummation,  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  its 
continuation  is  important  for  harmonious  re- 
lationship to  both  organizations  in  the  buildine 
industry. 

For  the  purpose  of  clarifying  any  misunder- 
standings which  might  exist,  the  General 
President  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  meet  with  a  like  Committee  of  the 
Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement  Masons  In- 
ternational Association  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  situation 
set  forth  above. 

Case  No.  17— APPEAL  OF  LOCAL  NO. 
140  FROM  DECISION  OF  GENERAl- 
PRESIDENT  IN  CASE  OF  S.  L.  BATTS, 
42007  VS.  THAT  LOC.\L  UNION. 

After  considering  all  the  evidence  presented 
in  this  case,  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried 
that  the  decision  of  the  General  President  be 
sustained. 

Note — Wee  President  Fairbanks  not  voting. 

Case  No.  18— ANTI-LABOR  LEGISLA- 
TION IN  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS  AND 
OTHER  STATES. 

Your  Executive  Council  gave  considerable 
thought  and  study  to  the  concerted  campaign 
now  being  made  by  the  anti-labor  interests  in 
iheir  attempts  to  have  the  National  Congress 
and  State  Legislatures  adopt  anti-labor  legisla- 
tion which  would  destroy  the  potency  and  nor- 
mal function  of  our  trade  unions. 

The  records  show  that  to  date  a  large  num- 
ber of  states  have  already  adopted  anti-labor 
legislation,  specifically  in  the  form  of  the  so- 
called  "Right  to  Work  Bill"  which  destroys 
and  abrogates  every  union  shop  contract  in 
existence.  The  latest  state  to  adopt  this  legis- 
lation was  the  State  of  Texas,  where  that  State 
Legislature  has  recently  adjourned  after  placing 
the  abovcinentioned  Bill  on  its  Statute  books. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  our  membership  must  be  alerted  to 
the  need  for  complete  participation  in  the  polit- 
ical activities  of  all  of  their  various  states,  as 
well  as  the  national  level,  if  we  are  to  prevent 
complete  destruction  by  the  wild  rampant  anti- 
labor  forces  now  operating  with  such  power. 

It  must  be  recognized  that  all  of  the  gains 
made  by  our  trade  unions  throughout  the  years 
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ia  their  normal  Icg.il  funclioii  can  l)c  destroyed 
and  annulled  by  one  bad  law  on  the  national 
or  state  level. 

If  wc  are  to  avoid  the  passage  of  further 
anti-labor  legislation,  and  if  wc  arc  to  success- 
fully repeal  the  existing  laws  which  arc  now 
hampering  our  activities  and  destroying  our 
effectiveness,  it  is  of  paramount  importance 
that  our  membership  align  themselves  with 
their  local,  state  and  national  Political  Leagues 
so  as  to  assist  in  choosing  the  right  kind  of 
candidates  for  public  office. 

Our  officers  and  members  must  of  necessity 
cooperate  in  the  choice  and  election  of  good 
citizens  to  public  office  and  the  removal  of 
those  now  in  public  office  who  are  subservient 
to  the  whims  and  caprices  of  the  anti-labor 
and  anti-social  elements  now  seeking  to  destroy 
our  unions,  and  deny  the  right  of  the  worker 
to  cooperate  with  his  trade  union  for  the 
benefit  of  himself,  the  entire  society  and 
posterity. 

Your  Executive  Council  strongly  urges  all 
of  our  local  unions  and  their  families  to  heed 
the  great  danger  which  now  confronts  us  and 
to  take  the  proper  steps  to  defeat  those  in- 
terests which  are  seeking  to  destroy  us. 

Note — The  Executive  Council  has  instructed 
the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  to 
print  the  address  of  Wm.  J.  McSorley, 
Jr.  representative  of  Labor's  League 
for  Political  Education,  delivered  be- 
fore the  convention  of  the  New  York 
State  Federation  of  Labor  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  in  the  next  issue  of  our  journal 
for  the  information  of  our  members. 

Case  No.  19.~WAGE  STABILIZATION. 

Your  Executive  Council  is  aware  that  our 
local  unions  and  membership  are  and  will  be 
concerned  with  a  number  of  complex  problems 
due  to  the  formation  of  the  Wage  Stabilization 
Board  and  its  various  rules  and  regulations,  as 
they  affect  the  function  of  our  local  unions 
inasmuch  as  they  pertain  to  wage  rates  and 
their  adjustment. 

As  mentioned  previously  in  these  Minutes, 
the  Wage  Stabilization  portion  of  the  Office  of 
Price  Stabilization  is  now  becoming  fairly  well 
organized  through  regional  and  local  boards, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  our  unions  to  keep 
in  touch  with  members  of  those  boards  and  the 
rules  and  regulations  which  they  issue.  While 


we  do  not  belittle  the  importance  of  the  rc- 
Kional  and  local  Boards,  wc  arc  aware  that  all 
national  policy  is  issued  from  the  National 
Wage  Stabilization  Board,  and  in  order  that 
our  membership  may  be  kept  abreast  of  various 
rules,  regulations,  etc.  issued  liy  this  office, 
your  Executive  Council  has  instructed  the 
General  Officers  to  continually  keep  before 
our  membership  these  regulations  and  orders 
as  they  arc  issued  either  by  direct  mail  or 
through  the  columns  of  our  journal,  in  order 
that  our  local  officials  will  be  familiar  with 
the  functions  and  the  various  orders  and 
changes  as  made  by  this  National  Board. 

Case  No.  20— PROMOTION. 

Realizing  that  the  building  and  construction 
industry  is  highly  competitive  and  that  sub- 
stitutes are  constantly  being  advanced  to  re- 
place lath  and  plaster,  your  Executive  Council 
feels  that  our  International  and  Local  Unions 
should  be  continually  promoting  the  use  of 
lath  and  plaster  materials  in  order  to  preserve 
and  advance  our  trade. 

In  order  to  offer  guidance  and  assistance  to 
our  local  unions,  the  Executive  Council  has  in- 
structed the  General  President  to  prepare 
necessary  material  in  the  form  of  pamphlets, 
etc.  which  can  be  used  in  communicating  this 
information  to  architects,  builders,  home-own- 
ers, the  general  public,  etc. 

The  Executive  Council  urged  particular 
stress  be  laid  on  the  use  and  value  of  acoustical 
materials  applied  by  the  lather  and  plasterer, 
which  are  becoming  more  popular  as  we  find 
processes  are  introduced  and  would  be  pre- 
ferred over  the  use  of  other  acoustical  materials 
if  the  interested  parties  had  knowledge  of  their 
lasting  value  and  effectiveness. 

Case  No.  21— UNIVERSITIES'  TRADE 
UNION  PROGRAMS. 

Your  Executive  Council  considered  the  fact 
that  many  progressive  states  are  operating 
schools  for  workers,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
cost  being  borne  by  the  University  through 
State  grants  and  subsidies.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  that  there  are  many  members  of 
our  various  local  unions  who  are  desirous  of 
advancing  themselves  educationally  and  would 
be  happy  to  take  advantage  of  the  various 
courses  which  are  offered  by  these  institutions, 
and  thereby  advance  themselves  in  their  trade 
unions,  as  well  as  in  the  community  and  busi- 
ness life  in  the  area  in  which  they  reside. 
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Your  Council  therefore  reconimcnds  to  our 
various  local  unions  that  they  obtain  informa- 
tion on  these  various  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  that  portion  of  their  membership 
which  is  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of  these 
opportunities. 

We  again  further  recommend  that  our 
General  President  cooperate  with  our  various 
local  unions  wherever  desired  by  the  local 
union  to  establish  a  plan  along  these  lines  of 
assisting  a  worthy  member  either  from  a  local 
union  or  a  district  council  to  take  advantage 
of  these  courses  by  aiding  and  partially  financ- 
ing his  tuition — not  to  exceed  fifty  percent  of 
the  cost. 

Case  No.  22— CITY  OF  HOPE  ENDORSE- 
MENT. 

In  recognition  of  the  splendid  humanitarian 
work  being  accomplished  by  an  institution 
known  as  "The  City  of  Hope"  located  in 
Duarte,  California  your  Executive  Council  is 
herewith  reprinting  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  20th  Convention  which  we  trust 
will  serve  as  the  means  of  calling  the  attention 
of  our  local  unions  to  the  worthiness  of  this 
splendid  and  humanitarian  institution: 

"WHEREAS,  The  City  of  Hope  has  been 
providing  modern  medical  care  of  needy  tuber- 
culars  on  a  free,  non-sectarian  basis  for  the 
past  36  years;  and 

"WHEREAS,  This  national  hospital  was 
founded  by  labor-minded  people  to  serve  work- 
ing people  who  cannot  afford  the  high  cost  of 
medical  care  and  treatment;  and 


"WHEREAS,  Many  International  Unions, 
State  Federations  of  Labor  have  endorsed  the 
outstanding  medical  center  while  President 
Green  has  hailed  it  for  performing  'magnificent 
work  for  the  victims  of  illness,  among  them 
thousands  of  trade  unionists  and  their  families'; 
and 

"WHEREAS,  The  International  Ladies  Gar- 
ment Workers,  the  Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Workers,  the  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters,  Milli- 
nery Workers,  the  Painters  and  the  Hotel, 
Restaurant  Employees  and  Bartenders  have 
made  major  contributions  in  the  form  of  hos- 
pital buildings  at  the  City  of  Hope  or  in  grant- 
ing financial  assistance;  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  City  of  Hope  in  realiza- 
tion of  said  program  is  presently  engaged  in 
a  much  needed  expansion  program  embracing 
free  medical  service  to  the  needy  sick  in  other 
major  diseases  including  cancer;  therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  20th  Convention  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Inter- 
national Union  goes  on  record  endorsing  the 
humanitarian  medical  program  of  the  City  of 
Hope." 

Having  completed  the  agenda  and  there 
being  no  further  business,  the  meeting 
adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harry  J.  Hagen,  First  Vice  President, 
Chairman. 

C.  J.  Haggerty,  Second  Vice  President, 
Secretary. 


Minutes  of  International  Executive 
Council  Meeting 

Held  at  Qeveland,  Ohio,  June  9  to  13,  1952 


Meeting  called  to  order  Monday,  June  9, 
1952  at  10  a.m.  by  First  Vice  President  Harry 
J.  Hagen.  Members  of  the  Council  present 
were: 

First  Vice  President  Harry  J.  Hagen 

Second  Vice  President  C.  J.  Haggerty 

Third  Vice  President  John  P.  Cook 

Fourth  Vice  President  Sal  Maso 

Fifth  Vice  President  John  J.  Langan 


Seventh  Vice  President  J.  P.  Boyd 

Eighth  Vice  President  H.  H.  Fairbanks 

Ninth  Vice  President  C.  R.  Nicholas 

Tenth  Vice  President  Lionel  Brodeur 

Eleventh  Vice  President  Louis  Rodicr 

Twelfth  Vice  President  J.  J.  Mathis 

Sixth  Vice  President .  .  .  Frank  R.  Smith — absent 

due  to  illness 

Case    No.    1 — Request    from  Hospitalized 
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Veterans  Service  of  the  Musicians  Enicrgency 
Fund,  Inc.,  for  a  financial  contribution. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  2 — Request  of  William  Green, 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
pursuant  to  the  action  of  its  last  convention 
for  a  financial  contribution  to  the  Conunittee 
for  the  Nation's  Health. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your 
Executive  Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  3 — Request  of  the  Free  Trade 
Union  Conunittee,  Labor's  League  for  Human 
Rights  for  a  financial  contribution. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your 
Executive  Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  4 — Request  from  the  American 
Federation  of  the  Physically  Handicapped,  Inc. 
for  a  financial  contribution. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your 
Executive  Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  5 — Request  from  the  American 
Cancer  Society  for  a  financial  contribution. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your 
Executive  Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  6 — Request  from  the  American 
Heart  Association  for  a  financial  contribution. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  your 
Executive  Council  has  authorized  the  general 
officers  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $100.00. 

Case  No.  7 — Withdrawal  from  further  par- 
ticipation in  the  functions  or  affairs  of  the 
National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of 
Jurisdictional  Disputes,  Building  and  Construc- 
tion Industry. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  our  Executive 
Council  at  which  our  general  officers  were  in- 
structed to  inform  the  National  Joint  Board 
for  the  Settlement  of  Jurisdictional  Disputes, 
Building  and  Construction  Industry  that  our 
international  and  local  unions  would  not  com- 
ply with  or  abide  by  any  decisions  which  were 
rendered  in  violation  of  the  agreement  entered 


into  between  the  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Department  and  the  Associated  General 
Contractors,  at  wliich  time  it  was  understood 
that  this  Board  would  not  and  could  not  make 
decisions  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  and 
agreements  which  are  clearly  defined  in  the 
Green  Book  entitled  "Agreements  and  Decisions 
Rendered  Affecting  The  Building  Industry". 

Notwithstanding  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  General  Officers  this  Board  has 
continued  to  render  decisions  in  conflict  with 
those  contained  in  the  abovementioned  Green 
Book,  and  has  ignored  the  well-founded  pro- 
test of  our  General  Officers  against  their 
actions. 

The  evidence  before  your  executive  council 
from  numerous  local  unions  throughout  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  report  of  the  general 
president,  indicates  that  actions  of  this  Joint 
Board  are  a  serious  threat  to  the  well-defined 
and  long  established  jurisdiction  claims  of  our 
international  union. 

Your  executive  council  is  convinced  that  we 
can  no  longer  participate  in  the  affairs  of  this 
setup,  and  the  general  president  was  there- 
fore instructed  to  inform  the  National  Joint 
Board  for  the  Settlement  of  Jurisdictional  Dis- 
putes that  our  international  union  will  no 
longer  participate  in  the  functions  and  affairs 
of  the  National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement 
of  Jurisdictional  Disputes. 

Case  No.  8 — Report  on  Negotiations  with 
Committee  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  of  the 
executive  council  at  its  last  meeting,  and  in  a 
sincere  attempt  to  correct  and  clarify  the 
misinterpretations  of  the  existing  agreement 
between  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America  and  our  International 
Union,  entered  into  on  May  10,  1950,  the 
Committee  of  our  international  union  met  with 
the  Committee  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America  on  two  oc- 
casions, attempting  to  obtain  a  proper  inter- 
pretation of  the  existing  agreement  between 
our  two  organizations,  and  forwarded  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  the  executive  council 
of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America,  through  Maurice  Hutche- 
son,  General  President: 
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"Miami,  Florida 
January  31,  1952 

Mr.  Maurice  Hutchcson,  Genl.  Pres. 
United  Brhd.  of  Carpenters  & 

Joiners  of  America 
Carpenters  Bldg.,  222  Michigan  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir  .md  Brother: 

We  herewith  submit  for  the  consideration 
and  action  of  yourself  and  executive  board  the 
interpretation  our  committee  places  on  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  agreement  dated  May  10, 
1950  which  our  committee  negotiated  with  your 
committee. 

We  also  call  your  attention  to  our  attitude 
in  reference  to  other  matters  discussed  at  the 
meeting  yesterday  at  the  Robert  Richter  Hotel 
and  submit  same  in  writing  at  your  committee's 
suggestion  for  the  consideration  and  action 
these  matters  merit. 

The  first  matter  concerns  the  agreement 
referred  to  above  and  our  statement  concern- 
ing same  follows: 

The  lathers'  committee,  signatories  to  the 
agreement  between  the  lathers  and  carpenters 
dated  May  10,  1950,  desires  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  executive  council  of  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America  the  fact  that  our  interpretation  of 
paragraph  2  of  the  agreement,  in  reference  to 
the  exception  contained  therein,  in  parenthesis, 
which  deals  with  corner  beads  or  guards,  is 
meant  to  cover  all  types  of  corner  beads  and 
guards,  regardless  of  the  names  of  the  manu- 
facturers or  numbers  they  may  bear.  Our  con- 
tention is  that  all  corner  beads  or  guards,  re- 
gardless of  types,  names  or  numbers  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lather.  This  in- 
cludes plaster  stops  and  screeds  and  door  and 
window  casing  beads  such  as  we  exhibited  to 
your  committee  during  our  meetings  with  them. 

We  also  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
your  executive  council  the  fact  that  in  the 
past  years,  when  various  Presidents  of  the  Bldg. 
Trades  Dept.  made  "spot"  decisions,  they 
awarded  this  type  or  class  of  work  to  the 
Lather,  using  as  their  authority  the  Derision 
dated  April  28,  1920  in  the  Green  Book 
which  is  a  reaffirmation  by  the  Board  of  Juris- 
dictional Awards,  of  the  decision  of  the  Novem- 


ber, 1908  decision  made  at  the  Denver  Con- 
vention of  the  Building  Trades  Department. 

The  next  item  on  which  we  wish  to  make  a 
statement  concerns  the  Nailock  Systems.  The 
erection  and  installation  of  all  light  iron  work 
in  connection  with  the  Nailock  System  of  fur- 
ring for  acoustical  treatment,  except  the  finish 
tile  is  tlic  work  of  the  lather. 

The  installation  of  this  type  of  suspended 
ceiling  is  fundamentally  and  primarily  a 
Lulling  feature. 

The  hangers  and  carriers  are  identically  the 
same  as  in  a  suspended  light  iron  furred  ceiling 
and  the  light  iron  furring  construction  used  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  suspended  metal  lath 
and  plaster  board  ceilings.  The  lath  or  base  for 
the  acoustic  blocks  is  nailed  to  the  furring  in- 
stead of  being  tied  or  clipped  to  the  furring 
as  in  the  other  types. 

The  type  of  work  involved  in  the  erection 
and  installation  of  the  Nailock  Systems  is 
dearly  set  forth  in  the  agreement  between  the 
Lathers  and  Carpenters  dated  January  14, 
1903,  which  is  still  in  force  and  effect  as  con- 
tained in  the  agreement  of  record,  which  is 
published  in  the  Green  Book  of  November, 
1950,  and  is  also  clearly  set  forth  as  coming 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  W.  W.  &  M.  L. 
Intl.  Union  in  the  November  1908  decision 
of  the  Denver  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  which  decision  was  re- 
affirmed by  the  National  Board  for  Jurisdic- 
tional Awards  in  their  decision  dated  April 
28,  1920.  . 

The  other  matter  we  desire  to  call  to  your 
attention  at  this  time  is  in  reference  to  the  fact 
that  some  local  unions  of  carpenters  are  at- 
tempting to  claim  jurisdiction  over  the  instal- 
lation of  the  combination  metal  track  and 
screed  used  in  connection  with  2  inch  solid 
plaster  board  partitions. 

This  type  of  construction  was  never  even 
discussed  in  any  phase  during  our  meetings 
with  your  committee  and  it  was  never  intended 
to  be  considered  in  any  way  as  a  part  of  the 
agreement  dated  May  10,  1950. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  our  right  to 
install  this  class  of  work  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned. 

We  trust  you  will  give  these  matters  your 
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rarly  ronsidfijition  and  notify  us  of  llic  ;irtion 
taken  by  your  organization. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Wm.  J.  Mc.Sorlcy,  General  President 
W.  W.  &  M.  L.  International  Union" 

We  have  since  been  informed  tiiat  the  ex- 
ecutive council  of  the  I'nitcd  Brotiierhood  of 
C^arpcnters  and  Joiners  has  referred  this  entire 
subject  matter  back  to  their  Conmiittcc  for 
continued  negotiation  with  the  Committee  for 
our  International  I'liion. 

Your  executive  council  therefore  instructed 
our  Committee  to  continue  their  efforts  to 
obtain  an  amicable  settlement  with  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America. 

Case  No.  9 — Certification  of  our  trade  by 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board. 

Your  executive  council  has  noted  that  some 
international  unions  are  obtaining  certification 
from  the  regional  offices  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board. 

Your  council  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  mat- 
ter should  receive  the  careful  attention  of  our 
general  officers  and  local  unions,  and  has 
therefore  instructed  the  general  president  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  investigate  the 
feasibility  of  obtaining  certification  of  our 
trade,  and  has  authorized  him  to  proceed  to 
take  whatever  steps  he  deems  necessary. 

Case  No.  10 — Encroachment  of  Substitutes 
and  the  Need  for  Promotional  Activity. 

Your  executive  council  is  alarmed  at  the 
continued  use  of  substitutes  for  lath  and 
plaster  throughout  this  country,  and  reports  in 
this  office  indicate  the  increasing  use  of  sub- 
stitutes with  its  attendant  elimination  of  the 
use  of  lathing  and  plastering,  and  the  resultant 
loss  of  work  to  our  members  and  injury  to  our 
trade.  Notwithstanding  efforts  of  our  Inter- 
national Union  to  continually  obtain  the  co- 
operation of  our  local  unions  and  other  seg- 
ments of  our  industry  to  promote  the  use  of 
lath  and  plaster,  we  find  the  steady  advance  of 
substitutes  and  continued  decline  of  the  use  of 
materials  applied  by  our  members. 

The  lathing  and  plastering  crafts  are  recog- 
nized as  old  and  honorable  trades,  and  the 
continued  decrease  of  the  use  of  materials  of 
our  trade  and  replacement  by  numerous  sub- 


stitutes iinisl  be  stopped  if  we  are  to  maintain 
our  rightful  position   in   the  construction  in- 

While  we  re(ogni/e  the  intensive  promotion.il 
campaign  of  the  manufacturers  of  substitutes, 
we  also  realize  that  the  most  intensive  cam- 
paign could  not  be  successful  if  our  member- 
ship and  the  employers  in  the  industry  were 
taking  proper  steps  to  combat  this  substitute 
campaign. 

Your  executive  council  feels  that  if  we  are 
to  curtail  the  use  of  substitutes  our  membership 
nmst  realize  their  obligation  as  trade  unionists 
and  members  of  an  honorable  trade  who  take 
pride  in  their  work  and  to  assist  in  the  pro- 
motion and  advancement  of  materials  applied 
by  them. 

If  we  are  to  maintain  our  place  in  the 
competitive  field  in  the  construction  industry, 
we  must  perform  a  fair  day's  work  for  a  fair 
day's  pay,  as  the  records  show  that  the  wage 
scales  of  our  local  unions  are  always  in  excess 
of  those  unions  whose  membership  apply  and 
erect  substitutes,  thus  automatically  placing  an 
additional  burden  upon  our  industry. 

While  our  international  union  has  always 
sponsored  and  promoted  good  working  condi- 
tions for  our  members,  we  must  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  too  frequently  are  we  confronted 
with  records  of  some  of  our  local  unions  whose 
laws  contain  excessive  work  restrictions  over 
and  above  that  required  for  the  protection  of 
our  members,  and  which  work  restrictions  re- 
sult in  excessive  costs  which  give  aid  to  the 
promoters  of  substitutes. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  our  membership, 
both  locally  and  internationally  are  small  com- 
pared to  the  competing  unions  who  install  sub- 
stitutes and  our  unions  should  always  be  in  a 
position  to  furnish  the  required  number  of  men 
to  properly  perform  the  work  of  our  trade 
and  avoid  shortages  in  localities  which  too 
often  exist  because  of  the  refusal  of  our  n'em- 
bership  to  train  sufficient  apprentices  so  that 
we  may  replenish  the  ranks  of  our  members 
and  increase  the  number  of  our  mechanics  in 
order  to  supply  a  sufficient  number  of  mechan- 
ics if  we  are  to  compete  with  substitutes  and 
other  trades. 

Your  executive  council  was  pleased  to  receive 
the  report  from  the  general  president  to  the 
effect  that  the  Contracting  Plasterers  Inter- 
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national  Association  have  agreed  to  revive  the 
promotional  campaign  in  concert  with  our 
international  and  other  international  unions 
of  the  lathing  and  plastering  industry,  and  are 
hopeful  of  obtaining  the  full  participation  and 
cooperation  of  all  other  segments  of  the  indus- 
try, including  the  manufacturers,  producers 
and  suppliers  of  all  materials  used  in  the 
lathing  and  plastering  industry. 

In  continuing  to  promote  and  advance  the 
interests  of  our  industry,  your  executive  council 
has  instructed  the  general  president  to  give 
full  support  and  cooperation  vyrith  all  segments 
of  our  industry,  to  the  end  that  we  may  once 
again  obtain  our  rightful  place  as  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  the  construction  in- 
dustry by  the  increased  use  of  our  materials. 

Case  No.  11 — Defense  Production  Attempt 
to  Increase  Production  of  Electric  Power  by 
Adoption  of  a  System  of  Multiple  Shifts  on 
the  Erection  of  all  Proposed  New  Plants. 

Your  executive  council  had  for  consideration 
communications  from  Mr.  Joseph  D.  Keenan, 
Assistant  Administrator,  Office  of  Labor,  De- 
fense Production  Administration,  and  from  Mr. 
Manly  Fleischmann,  Administrator,  Defense 
Production  Administration,  referring  to  the 
immediate  need  for  expansion  of  electric 
power  as  a  means  of  increasing  the  production 
of  atomic  energy,  aluminum,  steel,  and  chem- 
ical production,  and  pointing  out  the  urgency 
of  this  program  as  a  great  stimulation  to  the 
present  defense  effort  of  our  nation  for  the 
purpose  of  discouraging  any  enemy  country 
from  engaging  this  nation  in  all-out  war. 

Your  executive  council  points  with  pride  to 
the  full  cooperation  of  our  international  and 
affiliated  organizations  for  the  splendid  co- 
operation they  have  rendered  in  past  emer- 
gencies, and  to  the  immediate  response  to  any 
call  upon  our  membership  who  have  proven 
to  be  outstanding  American  citizens  and  will 
undoubtedly  continue  to  be  such  in  the 
future. 

The  question  of  multiple  shifts  in  the  erec- 
tion of  these  vital  power  plants  is  one  that  will 
receive  the  full  support  and  cooperation  of  our 
affiliated  unions  in  whose  territory  these  plants 
will  be  erected,  and  your  executive  council 
therefore  recommends  that  our  local  unions,  in 
concert  with  all  other  trades  in  the  building 
and  construction  industry  extend  full  and 
complete  cooperation  to  the  Defense  Produc- 


tion Administration  if  and  when  called  upon. 

Case  No.  12 — Request  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America  to 
abrogate  Agreement  of  January  14,  1903. 

Your  executive  council  again  reviewed  the 
request  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  to  abrogate  the  long- 
standing agreement  of  Jan.  14,  1903  and  is 
still  convinced  that  the  abrogation  of  this  agree- 
ment would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
parties  or  the  building  and  construction  indus- 
try as  a  whole. 

This  agreement  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
parties  thereto  as  well  as  the  whole  construction 
industry,  and  resulted  in  harmonious  relation- 
ship ever  since  its  consummation,  with  par- 
ticular respect  to  the  work  outlined  in  the 
provisions  contained  therein. 

Because  of  the  benefits  that  have  been  de- 
rived from  this  document,  your  executive 
council  feels  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  prevent  its  abrogation.  Therefore  instructs 
the  general  president  to  continue  his  efforts  in 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  the  execu- 
tive council  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  this 
agreement  in  its  present  form  and  to  prevent 
its  cancellation  or  abrogation. 

Case  No.  13 — Recommendation  to  our  mem- 
bership to  purchase  United  States  Defense 
Bonds. 

Your  executive  council  had  before  it,  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Lloyd  C.  Murdock, 
A.  F.  of  L.  Labor  Representative  of  the  United 
States  Savings  Bonds  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department,  pointing  out  the  advan- 
tages of  learning  to  save  through  the  purchase 
of  United  States  Savings  Bonds,  and  praising 
our  organization  for  the  splendid  record  of 
bond  purchases  made  in  the  past,  and  their 
fine  support  of  the  United  States  Defense 
Bonds  Program. 

Realizing  that  in  these  critical  times,  the 
safest  investment  for  any  American  and  espe- 
cially a  worker  is  the  United  States  Savings 
Bonds,  your  executive  council  therefore  recom- 
mends this  type  of  investment  as  the  best 
possible  to  our  membership  as  it  affords  the 
utmost  protection  of  their  savings. 

Your  executive  council  further  instructs  the 
general  officers  to  purchase  $20,000  worth  of 
U.  S.  Savings  Bonds. 
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Case  No.  14 — Increased  Funeral  Benefits 
for  our  Members. 

Your  executive  council  has  been  studying 
ways  and  means  of  increasing  funeral  benefits 
through  group  insurance  since  the  referral  of 
Resolutions  1  and  3  by  the  1949  convention. 

Your  executive  council  and  the  general 
officers  have  made  a  very  careful  study  of  all 
possible  plans  that  could  be  used  to  carry  out 
the  intent  and  purpose  as  expressed  in  the 
above  resolutions.  After  more  than  two  years 
of  this  study,  your  executive  council  recom- 
mends to  the  convention,  that  changes  be  made 
in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  constitution 
to  provide  for  an  increase  in  Funeral  benefits 
for  members  for  more  than  15  years  and  more 
than  20  years  continuous  good  standing — the 
costs  of  such  increased  benefits  to  be  borne  by 
increasing  the  per  capita  tax  by  $1.00  per 
month  per  member,  and  in  order  to  accomplish 
this,  that  the  following  section  of  our  inter- 
national constitution  be  amended: 

Amend  Section  93  on  page  30  of  our  inter- 
national constitution  on  line  4,  by  changing  the 
figure  "one  dollar  ($1.00)"  to  "two  dollars 
($2.00)." 

.\mend  Section  166  on  page  52  by  changing 
the  figure  "$500.00"  on  the  last  line  to  "$750.00" 
and  add — "at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years 
continuous  good  standing  he  shall  receive 
$1000.00." 

These  amendments  to  be  submitted  to  the 
21st  convention,  as  recommended  by  your 
executive  council. 

Case  No.  15 — Appeal  of  Brother  A.  A. 
Banks,  No.  36207  re  Payment  of  $15.00  As- 
sessment by  Local  No.  526. 

After  reviewing  all  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
it  was  the  unanimous  action  of  your  Council 
that  the  appeal  of  brother  A.  A.  Banks  be 
sustained  as  Local  526  was  in  error  in  assessing 
the  above  amount. 

Case  No.  16 — Request  of  Local  No.  42 A  to 
levy  an  additional  assessment  of  $125.00 
against  J.  H.  Waskom,  41386. 

After  reviewing  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
it  was  the  unanimous  action  of  your  executive 
council  that  the  request  of  Local  42A  to  levy 
this  additional  assessment  of  $125.00  against 
J.  H.  Waskom  be  granted. 


Case  No.  17 — Labor's  League  for  Polilical 
Education. 

Your  executive  council  was  favored  with  a 
visit  from  William  J.  McSorley  Jr.,  Assistant 
Director  of  Labor's  League  for  Political  Educa- 
tion. Brother  McSorley  favored  the  Council 
with  a  very  intelligent  explanation  of  the  aim! 
and  purposes  of  the  League,  and  reported  or 
the  outcome  of  the  primary  elections  in  the 
various  states,  with  particular  respect  to  the 
successful  qualifications  or  election  of  candi- 
dates supported  by  the  national  and  state 
Leagues.  He  laid  particular  stress  on  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Taft-Hartley  Act  which  placed 
tight  restrictions  on  the  method  and  means  ol 
collecting  funds  to  support  candidates  for  fed- 
eral office  and  pointed  out  that  the  enemies  oi 
organized  labor  had  unlimited  funds  to  support 
unfriendly  candidates  and  urged  all  of  our  local 
unions  to  support  the  fund-raising  campaign  of 
the  League  by  obtaining  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  $1.00  per  member  and  to  use  the  books 
which  had  been  mailed  out  to  all  local  unions 
by  the  League,  which  gave  membership  in  the 
League  to  every  trade  unionist  who  contributed 
the  sum  of  $1.00. 

In  the  1950  campaign  our  international 
union  and  their  affiliates  were  one  of  the 
foremost  organizations  in  the  amounts  of  money 
contributed  to  the  League  at  that  time,  and 
your  council  is  extremely  conscious  of  the 
urgency  of  giving  full  support  and  cooperation 
to  the  national,  local  and  state  Labor  Leagues 
if  we  arc  to  prevent  any  further  anti-labor  laws 
being  adopted  by  Congress  and  the  various 
State  Legislatures,  and  we  are  once  again 
urging  our  membership  to  extend  themselves 
by  supporting  their  local,  state  and  national 
leagues  in  every  possible  way,  as  we  are  con- 
fronted with  a  wave  of  anti-labor  legislation 
in  the  various  states  and  Congress,  which  can 
be  defeated  only  by  the  election  of  friendly 
and  sympathetic  candidates. 

Your  council  further  feels  that  an  informed 
trade  unionist  is  an  intelligent  trade  unionist, 
and  we  therefore  urge  our  local  unions  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  A.  F.  L.  News  Reporter  for  their 
entire  membership,  as  we  are  convinced  this 
publication  will  keep  our  membership  informed 
on  the  essential  matters  from  week  to  week  on 
matters  of  importance  to  them,  as  well  as  keep- 
ing them  informed  of  the  attitude  and  actions 
of  their  congressmen  and  senators  on  legisla- 
tion important  to  them  as  workers  and  Amer- 
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ican  Trade  Unionists.  This  subscription  can  br 
cbtaincd  by  writing  to  Mr.  George  Mcany, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  A.  F.  of  L.  Building,  Washing- 
ton 1,  D.  C,  and  these  papers  will  be  mailed 
weekly  direct  to  the  home  of  each  member,  at 
the  very  nominal  rate  of  $1.25  per  year 
individual  subscription  and  $1.00  per  year  by 
group  subscription  through  local  unions. 


Having  completed  the  agenda  and  tlicre 
being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Harry  J.  Hagen,  First  Vice  President, 
Chairman 

C.  J.  Haggerty,  Second  N  ice  President, 
Secretary. 


(^ther  Actions  Taken  by  the  Executive  Council 
Outside  of  Executive  Session 


Approved  request  of  Local  No.  315  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $150.00  against 
Edouard  Levesque  No.  39368. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  341  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
W.  A.  Davis  No.  41033. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  108  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
R.  E.  Wilkinson  No.  43862. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  346  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
John  Irons  No.  13397. 

June,  1950:  Approved  recommendation  of 
General  President  in  contributing  the  sum  of 
$500.00  to  the  Manitoba  Flood  Relief  Fund. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  238  to  levy 
an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
each  of  the  following  members:  J.  E.  Gentry 
40165,  E.  H.  Griffith  42315,  Paul  E.  Myers 
43196,  M.  J.  Parkerson  40282. 

June,  1950:  Approved  agreement  with 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 

on  metal  base  and  metal  door  and  window 
casing  trim. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  Ill  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  $100.00  assessment  against 
K.  Reno  No.  38363. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  6  in  levying 
an  additional  assessment  of  $200.00  against  T. 
Schizzano  No.  35236,  contractor. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  492  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
E.  J.  Voge  No.  37946,  contractor. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  215  in  levy- 


ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
each  of  the  following  members:  M.  A.  Restuccia 
44571,  P.  Restuccia  44572,  P.  Restuccia  41831. 

Voted  to  grant  the  request  of  Local  50  to 
remove  the  additional  assessment  of  $125.00 
against  R.  Cox  No.  42072  which  was  originally 
approved  on  May  17,  1949. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  341  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
Clifford  Donovan  No.  33810. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  172  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
G.  M.  Holmes  No.  35817. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  53  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
R.  J.  Stephens  No.  45126. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  42a  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
P.  E.  Honeycutt,  contractor. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  301  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
J.  C.  Put f ark  No.  35607. 

October,  1951:  Approved  General  President's 
reconmiendation  to  postpone  the  1952  conven- 
tion one  month,  or  from  September  8,  1952  to 
October  13,  1952. 

January,  1952:  Approved  the  General  Presi- 
dent's recommendation  to  donate  the  sum  of 
$250.00  to  the  National  Foundation  for  In- 
fantile Paralysis,  Inc. 

Approved  request  of  Local  No.  172  in  levy- 
ing an  additional  assessment  of  $100.00  against 
each  of  the  following:  A.  G.  Shoden  40403, 
(contractor),  H.  E.  Branson  46662. 
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March,  19r)2:  Approsed  the  (Icncial  Prrsi- 
dent's  rcroinmcndation  to  donate  tlir  sum  of 
$250.00  to  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Voted  to  grant  the  request  of  Local  172 
to  rcmoxc  the  additional  assessment  of  $100.00 
apainst  G.  M.  Holmes  No.  35817  which  was 
originally  approved  on  August  7,  \950. 

.Approved  request  of  Local  No.  85  in  levying 
an  addiiion.il  assessment  of  $200.00  against 
Ralph  M.  Codomo,  No.  38346. 

In  CONCLUSION,  I  wish  to  express  the 


appreciation  of  the  Council  memlicrs  f(jr  the 
many  courtesies  shown  them  by  the  Cicncral 
President,  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
the  office  force  at  our  general  headquarters  in 
Cleveland.  They  were  patient,  courteous  and 
kind  at  all  times  and  their  cooperation  helped 
make  our  meetings  successful.  We  also  desire 
to  thank  the  officers  and  members  of  local 
unions  who  appeared  before  the  Council  in 
various  cases  for  their  sincere  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
HARRY  J.  HAGEN,  C:hairman 
Executive  Council. 
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Wednesday  Morning  Session 

October  15,  1952 


The  meeting  convened  at  ten  o'clock,  Presi- 
dent McSorlcy  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  be  in  order. 

We  will  have  the  invocation  from  the  Rev- 
erend Stanley  E.  Wilkes,  Pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Temple. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  .  .  . 

REV.  ST.\NLEY  E.  WILKES:  Almighty 
God,  our  Father,  we  thank  Thee  for  the  priv- 
ilege that  is  ours  in  invoking  Thy  blessings 
upon  every  endeavor.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
privilege  of  calling  Thee  our  Father,  and  of 
knowing  that  Thou  dost  have  interest  and 
concern  for  each  of  us  in  our  each  and  every 
responsibility. 

We  pray  Thy  blessings  upon  this  assembly 
today,  upon  its  deliberations,  upon  its  leader- 
ship, upon  its  personnel.  Grant  unto  each  one 
wisdom  according  to  his  need,  for  this  par- 
ticular task. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  achievements  of 
labor.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  laboring  man, 
for  his  contribution  to  the  general  welfare  of 
our  state  and  of  our  nation  and  of  our  world. 

We  pray,  O,  God,  that  the  leaders  of  our 
organizations  may  seek  Thy  leadership  and 
may  seek  to  lead  into  paths  that  are  right  in 
the.  sight  of  God  and  in  the  sight  of  man. 

We  pray,  dear  Father,  that  there  may  be  in 
our  minds  even  as  we  deliberate  this  day 
something  other  than  the  building  in  steel  and 
mortar  and  stone.  May  we  realize  also  the 
objectives  before  us  in  the  building  of  lives 
and  character,  in  the  building  of  a  mighty  and 
strong  nation,  in  the  building  of  a  way  of  life 
that  shall  be  for  the  good  of  all  mankind. 

For  these  things  we  pray,  O  God,  that  Thou 
wouldst  grant  unto  us  this  day  as  we  need. 

We  would  not  pass  from  this  moment,  dear 
Father,  without  praying  that  somehow  peace 
may  again  come  to  the  world.  We  pray  for 
our  fighting  men  in  Korea.  We  pray  that  those 
who  have  charge  of  these  affairs  may  be  so  led 
that  peace  may  soon  come  to  our  nation  and 
to  this  troubled  world. 

Forgive  us  of  every  sin  and  lead  us  now  by 
Thy  spirit,  for  we  pray  in  the  Name  of  Jesus, 
our  Savior  and  our  Lord. 

Amen. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  shall  now 
have  the  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee. 
Delegate  Rodier. 

BROTHER  LOUIS  RODIER: 


Local    City  Delegate 

43    Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  J.  Bostrom" 

50    Charleston,  S.  C  N.  A.  Esclavon 

67    Hudson  County,  N.  J...F.  Capone,  Alt. 

131     Saginaw,  Mich  A.  W.  Ruble 

207    Vancouver,  B.  C,  Can..  .M.  G.  Finlayson 

264    Delavan,  Wis  M.  VanDeBogert 

401    AUentown,  Pa  H.  Sassaman 

466    Tallahassee,  Fla  R.  W.  Ford 

517    Santa  Fe,  N.  M  D.  Rascon 

New  Jersey  State  Council  P.  Kuhar,  Alt. 

Now,  at  the  present  time,  we  have  the  local 
delegates  represented  here  as  264.  The  Council 


Delegates  as  37.  The  alternate  delegates  from 
Local  Unions  as  21  and  from  Councils  as  8,  mak- 
ing a  total  attendance  of  330  at  this  convention. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  reported. 

...  It  was  duly  and  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Credentials  be  adopted 
and  the  delegates  recorded  therein  seated.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  (Question  was  called  for).  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

We  shall  now  have  the  roll  call  of  officers. 

.  .  .  The  roll  of  officers  was  called  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Secretary 
will  now  call  the  roll  of  delegates. 

.  .  .  The  roll  of  delegates  was  called  .  .  . 


Local    City  Delegate 


1 

Columbus,  Ohio  

 R.  E.  Stuart 

2 

Cleveland,  Ohio  

.  .J.  E.  Ferguson 

4 

Scranton,  Pa  

 H.  J.  Karius 

5 

 R.  Wetzel 

6 

Queens  County,  N.  Y. . 

7 

Birmingham,  Ala  

 J.  R.  Davis 

8 

Des  Moines,  Iowa  

.  E.  E.  Weichman 

9 

Washington,  D.  C  

 E.  J.  Cale 

10 

Milwaukee,  Wis  

.  .  .  .  M.  J.  Moran 

C.  E. 

Duerr,  Alternate 

1 1 

Norfolk,  Va  
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Local    City  Delegate 

12    Duluth,  Minn  C.  T.  Peterson 

14    Rochester,  N.  Y  J.  E.  Ferguson 

17  Savannah,  Ga  H.  Williams 

18  Louisville,  Ky  R.  Garrett 

19  Joliet,  111  E.  Johnston 

20  SprinRficld,  111  L.  Rodicr 

23  Bridgeport,  Gonn  J.  R.  Piccirillo 

24  Toledo,  Ohio  E.  VandcrhofT 

25  Springfield,  Mass  R.  J.  La  Valley 

26  Oklahoma  City,  Okla  O.  Jones,  Sr. 

27  Kansas  City,  Mo  E.  Eshe 

28  Youngstown,  Ohio  R.  Mosgrove 

29  Atlantic  City,  N.  J  H.  H.  Burk 

30  Dayton,  Ohio  J.  U.  DeBrosse 

31  Holyoke,  Mass  A.  Faille 

32  Buffalo,  N.  Y  S.  G.  Hoppel 

33  Pittsburgh,  Pa  L.  H.  Bagc 

34  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind  G.  H.  Hallock 

36    Peoria,  111  R.  K.  Lowder 

39  Indianapolis,  Ind  A.  M.  Kunkle 

40  Muncie,  Indiana  M.  Hibbard 

41  Asheville,  N.  C  W.  C.  Liner 

42  Los  Angeles,  Calif  C.  J.  Haggerty 

42a  Los  Angeles,  Calif  A.  J.  Flanders 

43  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  J.  Bostrom 

45  Augusta,  Ga  P.  Colbert 

46  New  York,  N.  Y  W.  M.  Matthews 

H.  A.  Birney,  Alternate 

47  Cincinnati,  Ohio  C.  C.  Murray 

48  Colorado  Springs,  Colo  O.  L.  Freed 

.  49    Pueblo,  Colo  V.  B.  Winters 

50  Charleston,  S.  C  N.  A.  Esclavon 

51  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. .  .C.  M.  Bongiovanni 

52  Utica,  New  York  F.  Percacciante 

53  Philadelphia,  Pa  L.  Brodeur 

J.  R.  Shane,  Alternate 

54  Portland,  Oregon  J.  Mathis 

55  Memphis,  Tenn  C.  F.  McKinney 

57    Binghamton,  N.  Y  D.  Braman 

59    Jacksonville,  Fla  B.  Shannon 

62  New  Orleans,  La  F.  Brocker 

63  Richmond,  Va  H.  G.  Gibson,  Jr. 

64  E.  St.  Louis,  111  F.  J.  Wilbert 

W.  P.  Horstman,  Alternate 

65  San  Francisco,  Calif  J.  F.  Healy 

B.  E.  Thompson,  Alternate 

66  Trenton,  N.  J  H.  D.  Kelly 

67  Hudson  County,  N.  J  J.  Fitzgerald 

F.  Capone,  Alternate 

68  Denver,  Colo  D.  A.  Richter 

69  Butte,  Montana  J.  McCord 

71  Akron,  Ohio  A.  Nicholson 

72  Boston,  Mass  J.  L.  Coullahan 

73  St.  Louis,  Mo  H.  J.  Hagen 

H.  Miller,  Sr.,  Alternate 


Local    City  Delegate 

74  Chicago,  111  D.  A.  McVcy 

J.  J.  Stevens,  Alternate 

75  Baltimore,  Md  J.  P.  Boyd 

76  Sharon,  Pa  B.  H.  Goodall,  Jr. 

77  Everett,  Wash  W.  E.  Farris 

78  Hartford,  Conn  M.  Matikinus 

79  Worcester,  Mass  H.  L.  Pepin 

80  (^harleroi.  Pa  C.  W.  Shetterly 

81  Pasadena,  Calif  W.  B.  Conklin 

82  South  Bend,  Ind  K.  E.  Mitchell 

83  Fresno,  Calif  M.  J.  Fitch 

84  Superior,  Wis  C.  C.  Jubenvillc 

85  Elizabeth,  N.  J  J.  N.  Temple 

87  Reading,  Pa  H.  D.  Brubaker 

88  Oakland,  Calif  E.  V.  Davidson 

90    Lawrence,  Mass  J.  Somerset 

93    Spokane,  Wash  R.  H.  Woody 

97  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can  H.  V.  Rinneard 

W.  J.  Johnston,  Alternate 

98  Stockton,  Calif  N.  Alexander 

99  Lynn,  Mass  E.  Conrad 

102  Newark,  N.  J  J.  J.  Vohden,  Jr. 

103  Chicago  Hts.,  Ill  G.  F.  Michael 

B.  W.  Franzman,  Alternate 

104  Seattle,  Wash  A.  M.  Sherwood 

106  Plainfield,  N.  J  H.  O.  Lynn 

107  Hammond,  Ind  M.  W.  Fertal 

J.  R.  Marzs,  Alternate 

108  Wilmington,  Del  C.  A.  Tweedy,  Sr. 

109  Sacramento,  Calif  R.  H.  Worthy 

110  Kankakee,  111  A.  Papineau 

111  Madison,  Wis  J.  B.  White,  Sr. 

G.  A.  Buergin,  Alternate 

113  Sioux  City,  la  R.  Hall 

114  Rockford,  111  J.  Giesey 

115  Cedar  Rapids,  la  S.  C.  Moore 

117    Oshkosh,  Wis  H.  W.  Seal 

120  Schenectady,  N.  Y  A.  Dinsmore 

121  Aurora,  111  T.  Plant,  Jr. 

W.  J.  Tyma,  Alternate 

122  WatsonviUe,  Calif  D.  S.  Seefeldt 

123  Brockton,  Mass  J.  F.  Tobin 

125  Waterbury,  Conn  R.  L.  Mogren 

126  Canton,  Ohio  R.  Walter 

127  El  Paso,  Texas  C.  Knight 

E.  Storey,  Alternate 

131  Saginaw,  Mich  A.  W.  Ruble 

132  Topeka,  Kansas  J.  L.  Young 

134    Jackson,  Mich  H.  C.  Nicholson,  Sr. 

136  Omaha,  Nebraska  L.  A.  Porter,  Jr. 

137  Portland,  Maine  G.  E.  Bergh 

139  Fall  River,  Mass  A.  Bernier 

140  Dallas,  Texas  E.  R.  Goff 

142  Waltham,  Mass  F.  C.  Burke 

143  Paterson,  N.  J  S.  Maso 

144  San  Jose,  Calif  S.  P.  Robinson 
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Local    City  Delegate  Local 

145    Hamilton,  Ont.,  Canada  E.  Dunn  262 

147  Winnipeg,  Man.,  Canada...?.  Schindel  263 

149    Sioux  Falls,  S.  D  J.  C.  Eckart  264 

151  Syracuse,  N.  Y  B.  R.  Furze  265 

152  White  Plains,  N.  Y  A.  A.  Pelleticr  268 

155  Tacoma,  Wash  L.  P.  Randall  269 

156  Chico,  Calif  W.  F.  Emery  277 

161     Lincoln,  Neb  H.  Snyder 

165  LaPorte,  Ind  J.  A.  Milzarek  278 

166  Albany,  N.  Y  A.  W.  Clothcr  281 

168  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa  J.  Conway  286 

169  Enid,  Okia  R.  Brooks  292 

171  Lorain,  Ohio  C.   Malone  295 

W.  S.  Limes,  Alternate  300 

172  Long  Beach,  Calif  C.  B.  Gariss  301 

173  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J  S.  J.  Kopystecky  302 

176    Pittsfield,  Mass  L.  H.  Stone  303 

180  Lansing,  Mich  C.  J.  Rich  305 

181  Wheeling,  W.  Va  J.  L.  Bonenc  308 

185    Wichita,  Kansas  L.  S.  Houston  309 

C.  Lyons,  Alternate  311 

190    Minneapolis,  Minn  D.  Roe  313 

192    Galcsburg,  111  O.  F.  Larson  315 

197    Rock  Island,  111  R.  L.  Daley  326 

202  Champaign,  111  O.  E.  Roberts  328 

203  Springfield,  Mo  O.  Miller  331 

207  Vancouver,  B.  C,  Canada  340 

M.  G.  Finlayson  341 

208  Reno,  Nevada  R.  A.  Roberts  344 

209  LaSalle,  111  L.  B.  Liesse  345 

212    Missoula,  Mont  O.  E.  Crousc  346 

214  Tampa,  Fla  J.  L.  Johnson  350 

215  New  Haven,  Conn  A.  Alogna  356 

216  Mobile,  Ala  L.  F.  Dickson  358 

217  Williamsport,  Pa  G.  E.  Betts  359 

222    Danville,  111  M.  W.  Baughman  360 

224  Houston,  Texas  W.  H.  Palmer  364 

W.  G.  Allen,  Alternate  366 

225  Kenosha,  Wis  M.  C.  Lentz  371 

226  Yonkers,  N.  Y  J.  J.  Langan  374 

228    Tulsa,  Okla  J.  G.  Garrison  378 

230    Fort  Worth,  Texas  B.  B.  Lindsay  379 

232    Racine,  Wis  J.  Kelly  380 

234  Atlanta,  Ga  J.  Bailey  383 

235  Daytona  Beach,  Fla  G.  A.  Brewer  386 

238    Albuquerque,  N.  M  E.  E.  Wehling  387 

240    Montgomery,  Ala  N.  Percival 

243  Santa  Rosa,  Calif  A.  L.  Fautley  388 

244  Brooklyn,  Kings  County,  N.  Y..  .S.  Stone  391 

246    Lowell,  Mass  D.  J.  Chaput  392 

250    Morristown,  N.  J  D.  J.  Miller  395 

252    San  Bernardino,  Calif  I.  L.  Buck  396 

254  New  Bedford,  Mass  R.  E.  LaPlante  401 

255  Knoxville,  Tenn  C.  Courtney  406 

257    Jackson,  Tenn  C.  Edmonds  407 

260    San  Diego,  Calif  W.  R.  Bakeman  413 


City  Delegate 

Nashville,  Tenn  C.  C.  Taylor 

New  Brighton,  Pa  H.  C.  Eiler 

Delavan,  Wis  M.  Van  DeBogert 

Chattanooga,  Tenn  P.  Morgan 

San  Rafael,  Calif  J.  O.  Dahl 

Columbia,  S.  C  A.  E.  Palmer 

Huntington,  W.  Va  G.  W.  Wheatley 

P.  A.  Brock,  Alternate 

San  Mateo,  Calif  E.  H.  Halverson 

Boise,  Idaho  H.  Hoover 

Stamford,  Conn  E.  Gwinnell 

Charleston,  W.  Va  H.  W.  Williams 

Erie,  Pa  R.  R.  Brown 

Bakersfield,  Calif  C.  H.  Collins 

San  Antonio,  Texas.... N.  W.  Simpson 

Vallejo,  Calif  G.  Carlquist 

Centralia,  111  C.  C.  Seats 

Great  Falls,  Mont  B.  N.  Sims 

New  York,  New  York  M.  A.  Rizzo 

Jamestown,  N.  Y  B.  N.  Johnson 

Amarillo,  Texas  O.  F.  Teed 

Columbia,  Mo  D.  Saville 

Montreal,  Que.,  Can  F.  J.  Horan 

Little  Rock,  Ark  J.  E.  JefTeries 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming  A.  B.  Darling 

Pottsville,  Pa  J.  Bertsch 

Lexington,  Ky  W.  M.  Sparks 

Modesto,  Calif  J.  Watson 

Lafayette,  Ind  H.  E.  Harrington 

Miami,  Fla  J.  E.  Sloan 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J  R.  Sorensen 

Portsmouth,  Ohio  F.  A.  Kline 

New  Westminster,  B.  C,  Can..  .A.  Burton 

Johnstown,  Pa  R.  S.  Reighard 

Providence,  R.  I  R.  H.  McHale 

London,  Ont.,  Canada  T.  Sadler 

Waco,  Texas  F.  E.  Bundy 

San  Pedro,  Calif  E.  O.  Dunkin 

Pocatello,  Idaho  D.  MofTitt 

Phoenix,  Ariz  F.  H.  Martin 

Marion,  111  A.  D.  O'Neil 

Santa  Barbara,  Calif  A.  K.  Johnston 

Salem,  Oregon  R.  Comstock 

Flint,  Michigan  K.  Cushman 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y  W.  Hignight 

LaCrosse,  Wis  M.  C.  Dixon 

C.  Dixon,  Alternate 

Green  Bay,  Wis  W.  Maynard 

Marysville,  Calif  W.  L.  Partlow 

Elmira,  N.  Y  H.  Warren 

Warren,  Ohio  J.  BarnofF 

Rochester,  Minn  J.  Willis 

Allentown,  Pa  H.  Sassaman 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla  J.  W.  Black 

Austin,  Texas  C.  B.  Bowling 

Norwalk,  Conn  E.  Irish 
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Local    Cily  Delegate 

4 1 4  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon . .  F.  O.  McKcchan 

415  Vancouver,  Wash  C.  V.  Gates 

416  Beaumont,  Texas  W.  M.  Fishcro 

422  Battle  Creek,  Mich  F.  R.  Venton 

423  Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada.  .N.  N.  Guilbcault 

424  Lubbock,  Texas  J.  Goodgion 

T.  M.  Jones,  Alternate 
429    Harrisburg,  Pa  W.  E.  Albright 

434  Merced,  Calif  R.  E.  Gordon 

435  Shrcveport,  La  R.  Johnson 

438  Medford,  Oregon  H.  W.  Steelman 

439  Windsor,  Ont.,  Canada.. E.  J.  Cardinal 

440  Santa  Ana,  Calif  T.  L.  Byrd 

446    Elgin,  111  A.  Scdcrstram 

449    Visalia,  Calif  M.  C.  C.  Cox 

451    Charlotte,  N.  C  B.  L.  Henry 

454  Palm  Springs,  Calif  L.  J.  Wiswell 

455  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla  F.  J.  Allen 

460    Ventura,  Calif  R.  L.  H.  Benner,  Jr. 

466    Tallahassee,  Fla  R.  W.  Ford 

480    Las  Vegas,  Nev  R.  W.  Sion 

483    St.  Paul,  Minn  L.  PefTer 

485  Jackson,  Miss  A.  M.  Hatten 

486  Columbus,  Ga  G.  Dukes 

487  Redding,  Calif  G.  M.  Titmus 

488  Pensacola,  Fla  R.  Fair 

489  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  C.  G.  Culver 

491  Honolulu,  T.  H  T.  M.  Escobar 

492  Philadelphia,  Pa  E.  G.  Mars 

494    St.  Louis,  Mo  J.  O.  Hahn 

C.  H.  Dotson,  Alternate 

497  Baton  Rouge,  La  J.  H.  Nobles 

498  Johnson  City,  Tenn  C.  W.  Furches 

499  Newsburgh,  N.  Y  H.  Mills 

500  Lafayette,  La  A.  A.  Mouton 

503    Wilmington,  N.  C  A.  B.  Smith 

505    Detroit,  Mich  H.  Pingston 

507  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif. .  .  L.  H.  Prescott 

510  Raleigh,  N.  C  R.  B.  Jeffreys 

511  State  College,  Pa  F.  I.  Earner 

513  Midland,  Texas  O.  H.  Blase 

514  Alexandria,  La  D.  L.  Evans 

517  Santa  Fe,  N.  M  D.  Rascon 

518  Pasco,  Wash  W.  J.  Walker,  Jr. 

519  Minot,  N.  D  M.  C.  Munger 

523  El  Centro,  Calif  L.  E.  Bain 

524  Roswell,  N.  M  L.  J.  Bowers 

525  Eau  Clair,  Wis  H.  Robinson 

526  Biloxi,  Miss  C.  Checkley 

527  Vista,  Calif  C.  E.  Knee 

530  Longview,  Texas  W.  H.  Stark 

531  Halifax,  N.  S  H.  S.  Brannon 


DLSIRICT  AND  STATE  COUNCILS 
Council  Delegate 

Badger  State  Council  E.  F.  Bra»ch 

Buckeye  State  Council  C.  Kcclcr 

California  State  Council  N.  Donnelly 

Capitol  District  Council  C.  Geiger 

Central  New  Jersey 

District  Council  J.  F.  Singleton 

Central  New  York  District  Council.  .J.  Bowser 
Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties 

&  Vicinity  District  Council.  .  .  .N.  B.  Smith 

Georgia  State  Council  W.  F.  Davis 

Golden  Gate  District  Council.  .  .J.  A.  McGuire 
Greater  Boston  District  Council.  .L.  Robichaud 
Greater  Newark  &  Vicinity  D.  C..A..  F.  Vohden 
Greater  New  York-Long  Island 

District  Council  F.  Robinson 

Greater  St.  Louis  &  Vicinity 

District  Council  T.  J.  Fredrickson 

W.  J.  B.  Fredrickson,  Alternate 
Hudson  Valley  District  Council ....  J.  Lennox 

Illinois  State  Council  G.  T.  Moore 

E.  J.  McMahon,  Alternate 
Intcr-Provincial  Council  H.  R.  Weller 

G.  M.  Morrice,  Alternate 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  J.  E.  Parker 

Lone  Star  State  Council  T.  G.  Bundy 

Massachusetts  State  Council  J.  P.  Cook 

Mississippi  Valley  District  Council.  .H.  Baldwin 

B.  Rauch,  Alternate 
Missouri  State  Council  K.  Stroup 

H.  Miller,  Jr.,  Alternate 
New  Jersey  State  Council  P.  W.  Mullane 

P.  Kuhar,  Alternate 

New  York  State  Council  J.  M.  Kioes 

B.  J.  Dillon,  Alternate 
North  Carolina  State  Council.  .  .  . J.  A.  Henry 
Northern  New  Jersey  District  Council  .E.  Maso 

Nutmeg  State  Council  C.  Rivers 

Rocky  Mountain  D.  C  B.  E.  Boyles 

Southern  California  District 

Council  L.  A.  Mashburn 

Southern  New  Jersey  D.  C  W.  Johntry 

Southern  Ohio  District  Council ....  W.  Evans 

Tri-state  District  Council  C.  W.  King 

\^olunteer  State  Council 

of  Tennessee  L.  F.  Shipman 

Washington  &  Oregon  State 

Council  W.  Turner 

Westchester  District  Council.  .  .H.  C.  Spillane 
J.  T.  Tierney,  Alternate 

Western  Massachusetts  D.  C  H.  Ruel 

Western  New  York  District 

Council  W.  E.  O'Connor 

West  Penn.  District  Council  J.  B.  Rairigh 


103 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
Brothers  whose  names  haven't  been  called? 

.  .  .  Those  whose  names  had  not  been  called 
registered  present  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further?  If 
not,  the  roll  will  be  completed  as  called,  and 
the  absentees  noted. 

Are  any  committees  ready  to  report?  The 
report  of  the  Committee  on  President's  Report. 

BROTHER  WALTER  MATTHEWS  (Local 
46):  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  not  ready  to  report 
until  either  tomorrow  morning  or  late  this 
afternoon. 

BROTHER  C.  GEIGER  (Capitol  District 
Council):  Was  the  Capitol  District  Council 
called  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Too  late  now. 
Brother.  We  have  closed  it. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

BROTHER  TIM  SPILLANE:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, not  ready  as  yet. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Board's  Report?  Not 
ready. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer's Report. 

BROTHER  HARRY  J.  HAGEN  (Local 
73):  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee  on  Secre- 
tary's Report  and  Auditing  is  now  ready,  and 
Secretary  Mullane  will  make  the  report. 

BROTHER  PAT  MULLANE:  Chairman, 
Brothers:  We,  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of 
the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Auditing 
have  very  carefully  checked  over  the  many 
detailed  accounts  that  have  been  very  ably 
compiled  and  recorded  by  our  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Terry  Ford. 

We  note  the  many  different  capitulations 
under  which  the  financial  affairs  are  accounted 
for  have  been  recorded  in  an  efficient  and 
business-like  manner  by  our  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

We  also  find  that  all  the  books  and  records 
of  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  are  in  first- 
class  shape. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  balance  as  per  audit  presented  to  the  last 
convention,  September,  1949: 


.\dministrative  Account   $195,517.36 

Organizing  Fund    66,540.10 

Executive  Board  Fund   2,188.97 

Convention  Fund    89,249.40 

Building  Fund    841.43 


Total  Balance   $354,337.26 

While  the  audit  of  July  31,  1952  shows  the 
following: 

Administrative  Account   $191,996.24 

Organizing  Fund    74,591.52 

Executive  Board  Fund   2,041.11 

Convention  Fund    181,166.27 

Building  Fund  Deficit   110.73 


Total  Balance   $449,795.14 


showing  an  increase  in  our  funds  of  $95,457.88, 
which  in  itself  is  proof  of  the  healthy  and 
sound  conditions  of  our  International  Union. 

CONVENTION   FUND  INFORMATION 

Balance  in  Fund  on  July  31,  1952  .$181,166.27 

Less  transportation  checks  for  the 
delegates  who  attended  the 
Convention    36,205.98 

Balance  $144,960.29 

Less  expense  checks  for  the  dele- 
gates who  attended  the 

Convention   60,720.00 

Balance  $  84,240.29 

As  a  detailed  printed  copy  of  the  transactions 
regarding  the  receipts  and  expenditures  has 
been  distributed  to  the  delegates  of  this  con- 
vention, we  have  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
printed  copy  of  the  General  Secretary-Treas- 
urer's report  be  accepted  and  approved. 

H.  J.  Hagen,  Local  73,  Chairman 

J.  Goodgion,  Local  424 

Wm.  Cohen,  Local  6 

Fred  Brocker,  Local  62 

E.  J.  Cale,  Local  9 

A.  A.  Pelletier,  Local  152 

Frank  Burke,  Local  142 

J.  J.  Mathis,  Local  54 
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C:.  C.  Culver,  Lociil  '189 

S.  C.  Moore,  Local  115 

R.  Walter,  Local  126 

C.  Knight,  Loral  127 

L.  A.  Porter,  Jr.,  Local  136 

E.  R.  Goff,  Local  140 

Pat  Mullane,  N.  J.  D.  C,  Secretary 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Report 
of  the  Conunittce  on  the  Secretary-Treasurer's 
Report  and  Auditing  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Arc  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? (Question  called).  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye"; 
contrary  ?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Organiza- 
tion. 

BROTHER  HOPPEL:  Mr.  Chairman,  no 
report  as  yet. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Committee  on 
Grievances. 

BROTHER  COOK:  No  report  as  yet. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Committee  on 
Resolutions  and  Laws. 

MEMBER:  We  are  not  going  to  report  yet. 
Not  ready. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That's  about  the 
line  of  the  committees.  There  are  a  few  an- 
nouncements that  we  would  like  to  make,  and 
if  there  are  no  committees  ready  to  report,  I 
think  that  we  could  start  in  right  at  this  time 
to  take  up  that  collection  for  Labor's  Political 
League,  and  we  would  like  to  appoint  several 
of  the  members  as  collectors,  to  go  amongst 
the  delegates  and  endeavor  to  get  a  donation. 
The  League  needs  this  money,  because  it  has 
donated  and  contributed  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  our  friends,  and  such  of  our  friends 
who  need  our  assistance,  because  just  as  my 
boy  told  you  yesterday,  when  they  start  to 
support  us,  then  the  people  that  have  the 
dough-bag  on  the  other  side  desert  them,  and 
we  must  take  up  the  cudgels  and  try  to  do  for 
them  as  best  we  can  and  reward  them  for  aid- 
ing and  assisting  us. 

I  will  appoint  Brother  Mullane,  Brother 
Hagen,  Brother  Spillane,  and  Brother  Mash- 
burn  to  go  through  amongst  the  delegates  and 
take  up  this  collection. 

I  might  also  state,  while  I  am  on  it  at  this 
time,  that  on  Thursday  after  the  adjournment 


of  this  convenion,  wc  would  like  to  have  a  pic- 
ture taken  of  all  of  the  delegates  and  their 
wives,  on  the  steps  of  the  City  Hall,  at  eleven- 
thirty.  The  City  Hall  is  the  most  appropriate 
place  to  have  it  taken  beiausc  we  have  a  good 
background  there,  and  the  photographer  has 
derided  to  select  the  cast  side  of  the  City  Hall. 
So  I  wish  that  everybody  would  take  notice  and 
come,  and  bring  their  wives  and  other  visitors 
to  the  convention  to  have  their  picture  taken. 
It  is  right  across  the  street  from  the  Music 
Hall. 

BROTHER  HAGEN:  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
your  son  talked  here  yesterday  he  stated  that 
the  Lathers  had  donated  very  cheerfully  in 
our  1948  and  in  our  present  collection.  He  also 
stated  that  the  collections  have  not  come  in  as 
freely,  that  they  have  not  received  as  large 
amounts  as  they  did  in  1948,  and  that  we 
should  all  try  and  do  as  well  as  we  did  in  1948. 

Now,  I  am  guilty  of  not  contributing  as 
much  myself  this  time.  In  1948  I  personally 
contributed  $130,  that  I  remember.  This  time 
I  have  only  put  in  $80  so  far.  So  I  am  going 
to  add  an  extra  $50  and  bring  it  up  close  to 
what  I  put  in  before.  President  McSorley  is 
also  going  to  chip  in  $50.  He  did  that  before, 
and  we  also  contributed  at  the  recent  conven- 
tion in  New  York. 

Now,  all  of  you  boys  are  here  and  have  all 
received  transportation,  and  so  forth,  and  every 
dollar  that  you  contribute  to  this  fund  is  going 
to  redound  to  your  own  benefit.  Therefore  I 
would  suggest  that  if  you  can  possibly  see  your 
way  clear  to  donate  at  least  five  dollars  apiece, 
that  it  will  react  to  your  own  gratification  in 
the  entire  labor  movement.  We  have  a  wonder- 
ful record  there  for  our  contribution  to  Labor's 
League  for  Political  Education,  and  after  you 
heard  the  remarkable  speech  yesterday  and  the 
type  of  individuals  we  have  to  fight,  I  think 
the  least  we  can  do  is  contribute  a  five  dollar 
bill  while  you  are  here  and  having  your  ex- 
penses paid. 

BROTHER  LLOYD  MASHBURN:  Presi- 
dent McSorley,  I'd  just  like  to  emphasize  the 
need  of  the  local  unions  while  we  are  here.  It's 
all  right  for  us  delegates  to  take  part  of  our 
expenses  sitting  here  to  put  into  this  fund. 
That  isn't  going  to  amount  to  much  unless 
we  get  our  membership  to  contribute  to  the 
fund.  And  we  want  to  get  this  thing  organized 
and  get  going,  but  at  the  same  time  we  want 
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you  to  emphasize  in  your  local  unions  to  get 
your  membership  to  participate. 

I  think  we  have  done  a  fine  job  economically 
in  getting  the  wages,  hours,  and  conditions 
we've  got.  But  politically  we  have  done  a  poor 
job,  and  we  all  admit  it.  If  we  can  do  a  good 
job  in  our  local  unions,  maybe  we  can  main- 
tain that  record. 

If  Harry  will  take  the  center  aisle,  Pat  has 
the  other  end,  and  I'll  take  this  side,  and  if 
you're  ready,  Mar,  we'll  start  collecting.  We're 
nil  ready,  and  wr  can  get  going. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let's  get  going. 

.  .  .  Voluntary  contributions  were  made  for 
Labor's  League  for  Political  Education  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  should  like  to 
announce.  Brothers,  at  this  time  that  we  col- 
lected $1,080.00.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  SPILLANE:  On  behalf  of  the 
officials  of  Local  46  I  want  you  to  add  $475.00. 
(Applause) 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  makes  a 
total  of  $1,555.00.  (Applause).  I  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  delegates. 

Inasmuch  as  there  arc  no  further  committees 
to  report  at  this  time,  and  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  business  of  the  convention,  1  think  tliat  it 
would  be  advisable  for  us  to  adjourn  so  as  to 
give  the  committees  an  opportunity  to  go  to 
work  and  complete  some  of  the  work  which  is 
within  their  hands,  after  we  have  announce- 
ments that  may  be  made  by  the  chairmen  of 
the  committees.  Arc  there  any  announcements? 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  announcements?  If  not,  the  convention 
will  stand  adjourned. 

If  there  is  no  objection  we  stand  adjourned 
until  2:00  o'clock. 

.  .  .  The  Convention  recessed  at  11:15 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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Wediiosday  Allenioon  Session 

October  15,  1952 


The  meeting  convened  at  i\vo-li\c  o'clock, 
Pirsidcnt  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  CU.nvmtion 
will  please  be  in  order. 

We  are  operating  under  the  reports  of  stand- 
ing committees.  Is  the  Committee  on  President's 
Report  ready  to  report  ? 

BROTHER  WALTER  MATTHEWS  (Local 
46):  The  Committee  on  General  President's 
Report  is  ready,  and  Secretary  Mashburn  will 
read  the  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Secretary  Mash- 
burn. 

BROTHER  LLOYD  MASHBURN:  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Delegates:  This  is  THE  RE- 
PORT OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
GENERAL  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  21st 
Triennial  Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers  International  Union: 

The  undersigned  Committee  appointed  to 
report  on  the  General  President's  Report  wishes 
to  make  their  report  as  brief  as  possible,  as  did 
our  General  President  his  report. 

However,  we  believe  that  there  ha\e  been 
so  many  important  matters  which  have  occurred 
since  our  last  Convention,  and  matters  which 
are  of  great  importance  to  the  future  success 
of  our  International  LInion  and  upon  which 
our  General  President  touched  but  because  of 
brevity  we  believe  should  be  emphasized  and 
made  a  matter  of  record  of  this  convention. 

The  General  President  in  writing  his  report 
has  touched  briefly  upon  the  history  of  this 
International  Union  and  its  increase  in  member- 
ship and  total  finances  since  its  beginning  and 
thanks  the  officers  and  delegates  as  well  as  the 
local  representatives  of  the  unions  for  their 
cooperation  since  the  last  convention  and 
pointed  out  the  accomplishments  over  this 
period. 

He  has  also  indicated  the  volume  of  business 
transacted  by  the  International  Union  during 
the  past  three-year  period  which  amounted  to 
$992,736.92  and  also  pointed  out  that  there 
are  no  major  outstanding  obligations  against 
our  International  Union  and  that  the  Interna- 
tional Union,  counting  real  estate,  bonds,  cash, 
and  other  assets,  is  worth  $632,293.68.  Whereas 
48  years  ago  when  our  General  President  took 
office,  total  cash  and  other  assets  of  this  In- 


ternational Union  amounted  to  $1,183.00.  This 
in  itself  indicates  responsible  and  conscientious 
leadership  on  the  part  of  our  General  President. 
This  is  without  taking  into  consideration  the 
increase  in  membership  which  in  1901,  ;it  the 
time  our  General  President  took  office,  was  an 
average  membership  of  3,892  and  in  1952  has 
an  average  membership  of  14,937,  or  an  in- 
crease of  1 1,045. 

The  General  President  in  his  initial  state- 
ment has  also  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  being 
on  the  watch  for  conmiunism  and  any  other 
type  of  "ism"  which  may  creep  into  our  locals 
or  International  Union  indicating  that  this  can 
only  flourish  where  there  is  illiteracy,  poverty, 
and  misery  existing  and  cannot  where  we  have 
strong  unions  and  good  leadership.  The  com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  this  International 
Union  and  its  affiliated  local  unions  are  gen- 
erally free  of  that  type  of  "isms".  However, 
they  wish  to  emphasize  the  General  President's 
statement  and  to  ask  every  delegate  and  every 
representative  of  every  affiliated  union  to  be  ever 
on  the  alert  against  any  other  "i.sms"  other 
than  .'\mericanism. 

ORGANIZING 

The  General  President  has  pointed  out  that 
since  our  last  convention  we  have  had  on  the 
road  at  different  times  more  than  1  7  organizers 
working  in  behalf  of  the  International  Union 
in  different  sections  of  the  country.  He  has  also 
pointed  out  that  a  good  deal  of  time  has  been 
spent  in  ironing  out  difficulties  between  the 
members  of  our  own  affiliated  local  unions. 

The  committee  believes  that  they  should  point 
out  to  the  delegates  that  they  should  in  turn 
point  out  to  their  membership  and  the  leader- 
ship of  their  local  unions  that  time  spent  in 
ironing  out  the  difficulties  between  our  members 
within  their  own  local  unions  is  time  unneces- 
sarily spent  because  the  local  unions  should 
take  care  of  themselves  and  in  that  way 
give  sufficient  time  to  our  organizers  to 
take  care  of  many  of  the  difficult  situations 
that  we  have  in  fighting  substitute  materials, 
raids  on  jurisdiction  by  other  International 
Unions  and  local  unions  which  are  covered  in 
another  portion  of  this  report. 

The  committee  wishes  to  further  point  out 
that  they  attended  a  caucus  wherein  resolutions 
were  submitted  and  explained  asking  for  an 
increase  in  per  capita  tax  and  full-time  organ- 
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izcrs  and  while  the  committee  believes  that  this 
is  necessary,  they  believe  that  the  local  unions 
should,  insofar  as  possible,  take  care  of  their 
own  internal  disputes  so  that  the  organizers,  if 
and  when  appointed,  may  devote  their  time 
to  the  above  matters  which  will  be  much  more 
beneficial  to  the  membership. 

In  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions  there 
seemed  to  be  some  misunderstanding  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  delegates  in  respect  to  the 
duties  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  this  Interna- 
tional Union,  some  of  the  delegates  feeling  that 
Vice  Presidents  were  paid  organizers.  The  com- 
mittc  wishes  in  this  report  to  advise  these  dele- 
gates that  the  \'ice  Presidents  of  this  Inter- 
national Union  are  organizers  only  when 
delegated  to  be  organizers  by  the  General 
President  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may 
designate,  that  there  are  no  full-time  organ- 
izers on  the  payroll  of  this  International  Union 
and  that  many  of  the  Vice  Presidents  are  not 
in  a  position  to  take  assignments  from  the 
General  President  because  they  are  not  full- 
time  paid  organizers  but  are  paid  to  do  some 
other  job  which  will  not  permit  them  to  take 
such  assignments. 

In  these  cases  the  General  President  has  used 
other  members  of  the  International  Union  at 
various  times  instead  of  the  vice  presidents,  and 
the  vice  presidents  and  these  other  members 
have  been  used  purely  on  the  basis  of  trouble 
shooters.  Even  so,  with  this  limited  amount  of 
organizational  activity,  the  results  of  those 
efTorts  was  a  total  of  4,345  members  enrolled 
since  our  last  convention,  a  total  of  1,236 
members  reinstated,  and  of  both  new  and  re- 
instated members  since  our  last  convention 
there  have  been  5,581  as  against  1,215  suspen- 
sions for  all  causes. 

Another  indication  of  the  results  of  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  limited  work  on  the  part  of  the 
organizers  and  a  tribute  to  the  representatives 
of  the  local  unions  is  that  this  is  the  largest 
convention  that  this  International  Union  has 
ever  held.  (It  necessarily  would  have  to  be  in 
Texas.  You  know  that  after  hearing  the  Mayor 
yesterday.)  There  are  at  the  present  time  300 
delegates,  possibly  302 — two  hadn't  shown  up 
at  the  time  we  made  this  report;  29  alternates, 
with  approximately  500  visitors.  At  the  20th 
Convention  there  were  256  delegates  and  21 
alternates,  with  about  the  same  number  of 
visitors. 

TRANSFERS 
In  the   General   President's  report  at  the 
20th  convention,  he  pointed  out   that  there 


had  been  some  difliculty  in  respect  to  vari- 
ous local  unions  refusing  to  accept  trans- 
fers and  pointed  out  at  that  time,  as  he, 
does  again  this  time,  that  the  transfer  system 
of  our  International  Union  is  the  basic  principle 
upon  which  the  International  Union  was 
founded  and  requested  the  cooperation  of  every- 
one concerned  to  eliminate  this  evil  of  refusing 
transfers  under  proper  conditions  and  com- 
mends the  efforts  and  cooperation  of  the  dele- 
gates at  this  convention  for  having  received 
very  few  complaints  in  respect  to  this  matter 
since  the  last  convention.  The  committe  wishes 
to  further  emphasize  this  commendation  to  the 
delegates  and  officers  of  the  local  unions. 

APPRENTICES 
It  is  pointed  out  in  the  General  President's 
report  that  there  was  a  total  of  2,138  ap- 
prentices indentured  by  the  International  Union 
in  the  past  three  years  and  that  there  is  now 
a  total  of  1,992  serving  their  apprenticeship  as 
against  1,822  serving  at  the  time  of  the  last 
convention.  The  committee  believes  that  they 
should  add  to  the  General  President's  com- 
mendation of  the  local  unions  and  their  rep- 
resentatives for  this  activity  in  indenturing  and 
training  of  apprentices  to  more  adequately  take 
care  of  our  trade.  We  believe  that  some  of  the 
difficulties  in  respect  to  encroachment  by  sub- 
stitute materials  and  jurisdictional  disputes  is 
caused  because  of  our  inability  to  furnish  men 
in  the  proper  quantitv  and  quality,  and  this, 
of  course,  necessitates  the  indenturing  and 
training  of  apprentices.  The  committee  further 
wishes  to  point  out  that  the  Kirkpatrick  Act, 
which  is  a  national  act  necessitating  the  em- 
ployment of  apprentices  properly  indentured 
on  federal  work,  also  provides  a  provision  where 
the  state  may  pass  an  enabling  act,  which 
California  has  done  under  the  name  of  the 
Shelley-Maloney  Act,  to  set  up  joint  appren- 
ticeship committees  of  labor  and  management 
for  the  indenturing  or  training  of  apprentices. 
We  are  informed  that  several  other  states  have 
a  similar  act  which  has  proved  valuable  to  our 
industry  and  suggest  that  in  those  states  that 
do  not  have  such  an  act,  their  affiliated  local 
unions  and  delegates  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  have  such  a  state  enabling  act  passed, 
as  well  as  to  use  reference  books  which  are 
available  at  our  International  headquarters  for 
the  training  of  apprentices.  The  authors  of 
these  books  are  well  known,  Brothers  Percy 
Satterlee  and  Harry  Hagen. 

PUBLIC  HOUSING 
The   committee  believes  that   the  General 
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President  has  adeciuately  taken  care  of  the 
situation  in  respect  to  public  housing  and  re- 
quests each  and  every  delegate  to  read  and 
thoroughly  study  the  report  of  the  General 
President  on  public  housing  and  to  do  every- 
thing possible  to  comply  with  his  recommenda- 
tions in  respect  to  this  matter  so  that  all  of 
our  people  may  have  adequate  housing,  as  well 
as  to  furnish  work  to  our  membership. 

(Those  of  us  in  California  have  gone  through 
quite  a  siege  in  respect  to  this  matter,  and  are 
quite  familiar  with  it — and  probably  some  of 
you  in  other  places,  too — where  apartment 
house  owners  and  the  real  estate  people,  have 
defeated  a  public  housing  program  of  110  mil- 
lion dollars.  It's  stopped  at  the  present  time.) 

WAGE  ST.MilLIZATION 
The  General  President  has  emphasized  the 
necessity  for  representatives  of  the  local  unions 
to  properly  fill  out  their  requests  for  wage 
increases.  We  believe  the  delegates  should  carry 
back  to  their  officers  who  are  not  present  at 
this  convention  and  who  have  the  responsibility 
for  filling  out  these  blanks  the  necessity  of  see- 
ing that  they  are  correctly  filled  out  so  that 
they  may  be  sent  on  to  our  International  rep- 
resentative, Jim  Gale,  in  Washington,  in  proper 
form  which  will  expedite  the  handling  of  these 
wage  complaints  before  the  Wage  Stabilization 
Board.  The  committee  urges  one  more  thing 
and  that  is,  that  when  there  is  insufficient  in- 
formation contained  in  these  applications  and 
more  is  requested  by  him  or  the  International 
office,  the  representatives  responsible  immedi- 
ately comply  with  that  request  and  get  such 
needed  information  since  it  is  impossible  to 
have  these  wage  requests  acted  upon  by  the 
Board  until  such  information  is  available  to 
them. 

JURISDICTIONAL  DISPUTES 
The  General  President  in  his  report  on  juris- 
dictional disputes  has  set  forth  the  many  prob- 
lems confronting  our  International  Union  in 
respect  to  jurisdictional  disputes.  Your  com- 
mittee touched  upon  this  previously  in  their 
report  when  they  stated  that  they  believed  that 
an  inadequate  supply  of  men  were  in  many 
cases  responsible  for  jurisdictional  disputes.  The 
committee  further  believes  that  certain  local 
unions  who  have  established  restrictive  prac- 
tices which  apparently  have  been  modified  to 
some  extent  since  our  last  convention,  are  also 
responsible  to  some  extent  for  jurisdictional 
disputes.  The  committee  further  believes,  how- 
ever, that  the  primary  reason  for  jurisdictional 
disputes  is  the  fact  that  many  of  the  inter- 


national mions  are  more  interested  in  per 
capita  cax  than  they  arc  in  the  wages,  hours, 
and  working  conditions  of  their  membership, 
and  even  though  this  International  Union  and 
its  affiliated  local  unions  have  the  best  wages, 
hours,  and  working  conditions  of  any  craft, 
the  other  international  unions  and  affiliated 
local  unions  will  attempt  to  take  our  jurisdic- 
tion even  though  it  means  the  tearing  down  of 
these  wages,  hours,  and  working  conditions 
in  gain  for  per  capita  tax. 

The  committee  firmly  believes  that  the  present 
jurisdictional  Board  of  Awards  is  not  adequate 
machinery  for  the  settling  of  jurisdictional 
disputes  and  should  be  replaced  by  other  means 
and  methods  and  the  committee  believes  that 
this  can  be  done  even  with  the  Taft-Hartley 
Act. 

LAW  SUITS 
The  General  President  has  reported  that  this 
International  Union  has  been  faced  with  minor 
law  suits  even  under  the  Taft-Hartley  Act,  and 
commends  the  local  unions  for  their  diplomacy 
in  being  able  to  avoid  numerous  law  suits  which 
may  have  occurred  under  the  Taft-Hartley  Act. 
The  Committee  is  very  hopeful  that  we  may  be 
able  to  continue  to  maintain  this  very  good 
record  in  the  coming  year.  The  Committee, 
however,  has  serious  doubts  in  respect  to  this 
matter  because  of  the  Taft-Hartley  Act. 

FUNERAL  BENEFITS 
The  General  President  in  his  report  has 
pointed  out  the  increased  amount  of  money 
paid  out  in  funeral  benefits  and  the  Committee 
believes  that  it  is  obvious  that  this  is  one  of 
the  potential  serious  financial  problems  of  this 
International  Union.  However,  they  understand 
that  the  Executive  Board  has  a  report  in  respect 
to  this  matter  so  no  further  comments  will  be 
made  by  the  Committee. 

NATIONAL  AFFILIATION 

Th  General  President  has  pointed  out  the 
necessity  for  being  affiliated  with  every  national 
organization  and  we  believe  that  the  committee 
need  not  emphasize  upon  this  point.  However, 
there  is  one  group  which  is  not  as  well  known 
as  the  other  national  organizations  and  this 
organization  is  the  Workers'  Educational  Bu- 
reau. We  believe  that  each  and  every  one  of 
our  affiliated  local  unions  who  are  able  to  do  so 
should  affiliate  with  this  Bureau  so  that  the 
membership  of  those  unions  might  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  educational  facilities  of  this 
Bureau. 
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NATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
LATHING  AND  PLASTERING 
The  General  President  has  stated  that  he 
believes  that  a  National  Foundation  for  Lath- 
ing and  Plastering  may  now  again  be  on  its 
way  to  do  the  job  that  it  in  the  first  instance 
set  out  to  do,  which  was  to  protect  our  industry 
both  against  substitutes  and  inferior  work.  He 
has  pointed  out  that  not  all  of  this  work  can 
be  done  on  a  national  level  and  that  the  local 
unions  with  their  contracting  plasterers  and 
lathers  on  a  local  level  should  participate  and 
be  guided  by  the  policy  of  this  foundation  in 
order  to  properly  meet  the  accomplishments  of 
the  policy  set  up  by  the  National  Foundation 
for  Lathing  and  Plastering,  and  the  Committee 
urges  all  delegates  to  set  up  committees  within 
the  industry  to  advance  and  promote  the  lath- 
ing and  plastering  industry. 

LABOR'S  LEAGUE  FOR  POLITICAL 

EDUCATION 
The  Committee  believes  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enlarge  upon  the  report  of  the  General  Presi- 
dent in  respect  to  this  matter  because  he  has 
been  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  organization 
and  we  believe  that  all  of  the  delegates  realize 
that,  while  organized  labor  has  done  a  good  job 
in  the  economic  field,  they  so  far  have  done  a 
very  poor  job  in  the  political  field.  And  even 
though  they  have  made  gains  economically, 
unless  they  register  and  vote  and  participate 
actively  in  politics  they  will  lose  their  gains 
through  bad  legislation  as  is  indicated  by  the 
Taft-Hartley  Act. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
The  Committee  believes  that  the  explanation 
given  by  the  General  President  and  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Council  is  self-explanatory. 
However,  the  Committee  wishes  to  request  all 
of  the  delegates  not  only  to  read  the  General 
President's  report  and  the  Executive  Board  re- 
port but  study  them  and  to  thoroughly  fa- 
miliarize themselves  with  those  reports. 

IN  MEMORIAM 
The  General  President  reports  that  since 
our  last  convention  563  of  our  members  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  have  passed  on  and 
recommends  at  a  proper  time  that  we  rise  and 
stand  silent  for  the  period  of  one  minute  as  a 
token  of  our  sympathy  and  respect  for  our  de- 
parted brothers.  Your  Committee  recommends 
that  this  time  be  when  the  convention  convenes 
Friday  morning,  the  last  day  of  the  convention. 

IN  CONCLUSION 
The  General  President  in  his  conclusion  has 
thanked  the  Executive  Council  and  all  of  the 


members  and  representatives  of  local  unions 
for  their  cooperation.  He  has  also  thanked  the 
delegates  of  the  past  conventions.  The  Com- 
mittee in  its  final  recommendation  may  qualify 
this,  the  cooperation,  to  some  extent,  but  it's 
meant  as  constructive  criticism  and  we  believe 
the  recommendation  carries  something  con- 
structive in  the  way  of  helping  out  our  Inter- 
national Union. 

COMMITTEE  STATEMENT 

Your  Committee  has  commented  upon  and 
emphasized  various  points  in  the  General  Presi- 
dent's report.  In  reviewing  this  report  of  the 
General  President  we  find  substantial  progress 
both  in  membership  and  in  finances  of  this 
International  Union.  The  Committee  is  of  the 
opinion,  however,  that  had  the  General  Presi- 
dent had  more  finances,  more  authority  to  em- 
ploy assistance  in  respect  to  organizers  and 
other  help  necessary  to  do  the  work  of  this  In- 
ternational Union,  at  salaries  which  permitted 
the  employment  of  the  type  of  people  which  he 
would  select,  that  progress  of  this  International 
Union  would  have  been  greater  than  indicated 
in  his  report. 

The  Committee  is  familiar  with  a  resolution 
to  place  a  minimum  of  four  organizers  in  the 
field.  The  Committee  assumes,  because  of  the 
favorable  comments  that  they  have  heard,  that 
this  resolution  may  pass.  The  Committee 
further  assumes  that  since  there  is  approxi- 
mately $84,000.00  in  the  Organizing  Fund, 
that  the  past  practice  of  employing  trouble- 
shooters  will  still  be  continued  to  the  extent 
that  the  Organizing  Fund  will  permit. 

The  Committee  is  aware  that  there  has  been 
some  criticism  from  the  delegates  to  this  con- 
vention, complaints  that  they  have  not  been 
able  to  get  immediate  decisions  from  our  Inter- 
national office  nor  have  they  been  able  to  get 
organizers  when  needed.  The  Committee  believes 
that  there  is  some  justification  for  this  criticism. 
However,  the  Committee  believes  that  the  crit- 
icism probably  should  be  directed  toward  those 
of  us  who  have  been  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion for  a  number  of  years  in  not  seeing  to  it 
that  our  General  President  had  the  funds  and 
the  authority  to  employ  the  necessary  assistance 
to  do  this  job. 

The  Committee  firmly  believes  that  no  one 
man  can  do  this  job.  The  Committee  wishes  to 
point  out  that  they  believe  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient money  in  the  General  Fund  to  permit 
the  employment  of  an  assistant  to  the  President 
at  a  salary  which  will  permit  the  President  to 
appoint  a  man  of  his  desire  who  will  be  capable 
and  qualified  to  fill  in  this  gap  and  take  some 
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of  the  great  load  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
Oencral  President  and  also  more  adequately 
serve  our  afliliated  organizations. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  point  out  that  if 
the  resolution  in  respect  to  the  employment 
of  organizers  is  passed,  it  will  be  absoutely 
necessary  to  have  someone  in  the  International 
Office  at  all  times  to  direct  the  activities  of 
these  organizers  as  well  as  to  give  immediate 
decisions  to  the  afTiliated  local  unions.  Other- 
wise the  time  of  the  organizers  will  be  wasted 
in  waiting  for  decisions  in  respect  to  policy 
matters. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Committee  wishes  to 
again  point  out  that  the  membership  of  this 
International  Union  receives  the  highest  wages, 
hours,  and  conditions  of  any  international 
union  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  or 
any  place  else.  The  Committee  firmly  believes 
that  this  is  due  to  a  great  extent  to  the  man 
who  has  been  our  leader  for  48  years,  a  man 
who  has  given  every  bit  of  his  intelligence,  his 
energy,  his  heart,  his  soul,  his  vitality,  and 
his  life  to  this  organization.  We  do  not  believe 
that  the  delegates  to  this  convention  should 
expect  President  McSorley  or  any  other  presi- 
dent to' carry  such  a  load;  paticularly  that  load 
that  has  been  carried  for  the  past  7  or  8  years 
with  all  of  the  adverse  laws  which  have  been 
passed;  the  adverse  conditions,  internationally 
and  nationally;  as  well  as  the  routine  business 
of  the  office  to  be  carried  on,  with  the  many 
conventions  and  meetings  which  necessarily  are 
a  part  of  this  job.  It  seems  to  the  Committee 
that  it  leaves  no  time  for  the  General  President 
of  this  organization  to  devote  to  thinking  out 
ways  and  means  for  the  advancement  of  this 
organization. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommends  that 
this  21st  Convention  go  on  record  as  giving  the 
authority  to  the  General  President  to  appoint 
an  assistant  to  the  President,  at  a  salary  equal 
to  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  salary,  and  when 
the  Assistant  General  President  is  sent  on  the 
road,  his  expenses  shall  be  the  same  as  that 
of  the  General  President. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
Committee's  report. 

W.  M.  Matthews,  Local  46,  Chairman 

J.  J.  Langan,  Local  226 

L.  H.  Bage,  Local  33 

J.  L.  Coullahan,  Local  72 

R.  H.  Woody,  Local  93 

H.  Pingston,  Local  505 

R.  E.  LaPlante,  Local  254 

Albert  Sederstram,  Local  446 

J.  P.  Boyd,  Local  75 


R.  K.  Lowder,  Local  36 
J.  i$ostrom.  Local  43 
C.  C.  Murray,  Local  47 
F.  Percacciante,  Local  52 
B.  Shannon,  Local  59 
L.  A.  Mashburn,  Southern  Calif. 
D.  C,  Sec. 
The  motion  was  regularly  seconded. 
BROTHER  MASHBURN:  May  I  say,  this 
is  a  unanimous  report,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  President's  Report  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  (Question  was  called 
for)  Any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Executive 
Council. 

BROTHER  TIM  SPILLANE:  We  are 
ready,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Secretary  Voh- 
den,  of  the  Committee. 

BROTHER  J.  J.  VOHDEN,  JR.:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, reporting  for  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
executive  Council's  Report: 

We,  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report,  have  carefully  discussed  the  report, 
and  wish  to  emphasize  the  following: 

1.  We,  the  members  of  our  International 
Union,  each  and  every  one  of  us,  are  cautioned 
and  urged  to  recognize  the  stupidity  of  restric- 
tions on  work  production  or  creating  an  artifi- 
cial shortage  of  mechanics.  These  practices  will 
slowly  paralyze  and  strangle  our  industry.  In- 
dications of  which  are  now  plainly  visible. 

2.  We  commend  the  Executive  Council  for 
their  action  in  voting  to  withdraw  from  the 
National  Joint  Board  for  the  Settlement  of 
Jurisdictional  Disputes  because  of  the  unfair 
and  illegal  decisions  handed  down  against  us. 

3.  We  are  encouraged  by  the  progress  of  our 
members  in  various  localities  in  the  erection 
of  metal  lath  houses.  Our  object  should  be 
FHA  and  VA  approval  for  financing,  which 
the  Armour  Institute  further  tests  at  this  time 
will  help  crystallize. 

4.  Every  local  union  and  all  members  of  the 
L.  I.  U.  should  lend  their  efforts  to  the  pro- 
motion of  our  work.  We  are  engaged  in  a 
highly  competitive  business  and  should  apply 
our  brains  and  know-how  to  the  promotion  of 
our  work. 

5.  We  are  alarmed,  as  is  your  Executive 
Council,  at  the  inroads  of  substitutes  for  lath 
and  plaster.  During  the  last  three  years  we 
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have  seen  too  many  substitutes  replace  our 
work.  Let  us  all  resolve  to  roll  up  our  sleeves 
and  give  a  fair  day's  work  for  a  good  day's 
pay  to  insure  a  healthy  industry.  Excessive 
costs  through  blind  restrictions  on  our  work 
are  ruinous. 

Wc  concur  in  the  report  with  the  excep- 
tion of: 

1.  The  matter  of  increase  in  funeral  benefits. 

2.  The  May  10,  1950  Agreement  re  Lathers 
and  Carpenters  on  metal  base,  etc. 

3.  The  Lathers-Plasterers  Agreement  of  Oc- 
tober 13,  1937,  because  of  their  controversial 
nature. 

In  conclusion,  we  compliment  and  commend 
the  Executive  Council  for  the  fine  work,  well 
done,  reflecting  the  many  hours  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  lathers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Tim  Spillane,  Westchester  D.  C, 

Chairman 
J.  J.  Vohden,  Jr.,  Local  102 

C.  M.  Bongiovanni,  Local  51 
Randolph  Johnson,  Local  435 
A.  J.  Flanders,  Local  42a 

F.  J.  Horan,  Local  315 
E.  VandcrhofT,  Local  24 
T.  L.  Byrd,  Local  440 

D.  A.  Richter,  Local  68 
M.  Matikinus,  Local  78 

E.  Conrad,  Local  99 

G.  F.  Michael,  Local  103 
J.  B.  White,  Sr.,  Local  1 1 1 
C.  W.  King,  Tristate  D.  C. 

L.  F.  Shipman,  Volunteer  S.  C. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  report,  and  I 
move  adoption. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Do  I  understand 
you  to  say  that  the  Committee  recommends 
that  these  agreements  all  be  repudiated? 

BROTHER  VOHDEN:  No,  they  didn't  con- 
cur in  the  Executive  Council's  report.  I  under- 
stand there  are  resolutions  in  the  meeting  that 
will  take  care  of  the  controversial  sections. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  I  think 
that  portion  of  the  report  perhaps  should  be 
held  in  abeyance  until  there  is  a  report  upon 
the  entire  subject  matter.  There  are  a  lot  of 
explanations  that  may  be  necessary  in  refer- 
ence to  some  of  these  contentions.  Would  you 
mind  reading  that  over  again,  John,  until  I 
hear  that  portion  of  it? 

BROTHER  \'OHDEN:  The  last  part? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  VOHDEN:  "We  concur  in  the 
report  with  the  exception  of:   1.  The  matter 


of  increase  in  funeral  benefits.  2.  The  May  10, 
1950  Agreement  re  Lathers  and  Carpenters 
on  metal  base,  etc.  3.  The  Lathers-Plasterers 
.\grcement  of  October  13,  1937,  because  of 
their  controversial  nature." 

It  was  the  understanding  of  the  Committee 
that  there  are  resolutions  in  the  hopper  at  the 
moment  pertaining  to  these  items  and  there 
was  no  agreement  on  that  portion  of  it. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Then  I  under- 
stand that  these  matters  will  practically  be  held 
in  abeyance  until  there  is  a  report  by  those 
committees  ? 

BROTHER  VOHDEN:  That  would  be  the 
assumption. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  With  that  as- 
sumption, we  will  put  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  vote  of  the  Convention. 

It  has  been  regularly  moved — 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  you  do  that,  may  I  point  out  that  there 
are  two  resolutions,  I  believe,  contained  in  the 
proceedings  of  yesterday  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  agreement  of  May,  1950 
with  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Wood 
Workers  Association,  and  also  with  the  old 
agreement  of  1937  with  respect  to  the  Plas- 
terers' International  tJnion  and  our  Interna- 
tional Union.  I  might  point  out  as  to  funeral 
benefits,  too,  that  we  have  several  on  funeral 
benefits,  and  we  have  delayed  acting  on  them 
pending  the  report  of  this  Committee,  frankly. 
Now  we  have  them  back  in  our  lap,  and  we 
will  do  our  best  with  them. 

BROTHER  TIM  SPILLANE:  Mr.  Chairman, 
speaking  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Executive  Council's  Report,  we  felt  as  though 
there  was  going  to  be  a  situation  on  this  floor 
in  reference  to  the  corner  beads,  the  metal 
base,  and  the  funeral  benefit.  And  we  at  no 
time  want  to  throw  it  back  in  the  hands  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee,  but  we  felt  as  though 
there  was  going  to  be  quite  a  discussion.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  we  know  there  is  going  to 
be  quite  a  discussion,  and  we  didn't  want  to 
touch  on  that  one  subject,  or  the  three  subjects. 

As  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  I  move 
you  at  this  time  that  the  report  should  be 
adopted  with  the  exception  of  those  three  items. 
I  make  that  as  a  motion. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  an 
amendment  to  the  motion.  You  have  heard  the 
amendment. 

BROTHER  M.  A.  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Mr. 
Chairman,  may  I  ask  the  delegates,  too,  to 
take  note  that  on  page  79,  Case  No.  6,  of  the 
Executive  Council's  report,  is  in  reference  to 
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;i  case  that  was  referred  to  the  Convention  in 
1949  at  Los  Angeles  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council.  I  wish  that  the  delegates  to 
this  Conventon  will  get  that  particular  case 
and  study  the  decision  on  that  case,  because 
we  are  going  to  hear  more  about  it  at  this 
C'onvention  in  the  way  of  resolutions  which 
were  handed  to  the  Grievance  Committee.  I 
hope  you  will  digest  the  report  as  made  by 
the  Executive  Council. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion  re- 
curs on  the  amendment  to  the  Committee's 
report.  It  is  that  the  report  be  concurred  in 
with  the  exception  of  the  three  items  enum- 
erated, and  that  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the 
report  of  the  Resolutions  and  Law  Committee. 

BROTHER  S.  STONE  (Local  244):  Mr. 
President,  I'd  like  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
the  Executive  Board's  decision  with  reference 
to  the  controversy  existing  in  New  York  City 
between  46,  244,  and  308,  if  I  may. 

BROTHER  W.  M.  MATTHEWS  (Local 
46):  Mr.  Chairman,  I,  as  a  representative  of 
Local  46,  will  object  to  that,  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  trying  any  cases  here  before 
this  Convention  at  the  present  time.  I'd  object 
to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  a  point  of  order. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  point  of 
order  would  be  well  taken,  until  the  subject 
matter  properly  comes  before  the  Convention. 

BROTHER  STONE  (Local  244):  May  I 
ask,  Mr.  President,  when  will  that  be? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  When  the  report 
comes,  I  presume,  from  either  the  Grievance 
Committee  or  whatever  committee  has  that  sub- 
ject in  hand. 

BROTHER  STONE:  Mr.  President,  you  evi- 
dently misunderstand  what  I  mean.  I  feel  that 
I  would  have  the  right  to  oppose  the  Execu- 
tive Council's  report  with  respect  to  this  matter, 
and  take  the  appeal  to  the  Convention  floor. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You'd  have  a 
perfect  right  to  do  that  here. 

BROTHER  STONE:  That's  exactly  what  I 
want  to  do,  Mr.  President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is,  as  long 
as  it  is  germane  to  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council. 

BROTHER  STONE:  Can  I  do  it  now? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes,  go  ahead. 
There  isn't  anything  going  to  stop  you. 

BROTHER  STONE:  All  Right.  In  opposing 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Council  dealing 
with  the  said  controversy,  as  I  have  stated  be- 
fore, I  want  to  clarify,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
delegates  of  this  Convention  or  those  who  are 
here  for  the  first  time  and  are  not  quite  fa- 


miliar with  the  |)r(jl)l(iiis  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 

I  want  to  say  that  three  years  ago  wc  pre- 
sented to  the  delegates  of  the  20th  Conven- 
tion a  petition  or  resolution  calling  to  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  the  pitiful  state 
to  which  the  members  of  our  local  have  been 
reduced  by  the  unbrotherly  and  arbitrary 
actions  of  Local  46  down  through  the  years. 
That  convention  saw  fit  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  International 
Union  for  hearing  and  investigation.  And  such 
a  hearing  was  had  by  the  interested  locals  be- 
fore the  Executive  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
York  on  January  17  and  18  in  1950.  They 
established  at  that  hearing  the  fact  that  Local 
46  had  continuously  and  regularly  disregarded 
the  terms  and  conditions  imposed  by  the  In- 
ternational Convention  of  1920  wherein  Local 
46  was  reinstated  as  a  local  by  the  Interna- 
tional. It  was  fully  proven  that  Local  46,  in 
entering  into  an  agreement,  disregarded  the 
terms  of  said  agreement  as  it  likewise  dis- 
regarded all  agreements  by  the  International. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE:  Can  I  rise  for  a 
point  of  order? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 
BROTHER  SPILLANE:  We  find  nothing  in 
the  Executive  Council  report  in  reference  to 
what  this  gentleman  is  talking  about. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  What  particular 
portion  of  the  Executive  Council's  report  do 
you  attribute  your  statements  to? 

BROTHER  STONE:  The  decision  of  the 
Executive  Council  with  respect  to  our  contro- 
versy. Case  number  6. 

BROTHER  W.  M.  MATTHEWS  (Local 
46):  I  object  to  this  testimony  being  read  into 
the  record  because  the  resolutions  that  these 
gentlemen  have  presented  to  the  convention 
here  have  not  been  acted  on  and  the  people 
in  this  convention  here  would  prejudge  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  International 
Lathers  on  another  case  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  these  resolutions,  and  if  the  committee 
were  to  reject  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  sustain  them,  then  these  resolutions 
that  they  bring  in  another  date  would  be  con- 
firmed and  we  wouldn't  have  an  opportunity 
or  chance  to  defend  ourselves.  I  absolutely  wish 
the  records  of  this  man's  statement  to  be 
stricken  from  the  record  until  such  time  as  the 
resolutions  come  before  this  body  and  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Resolutions  Committee  are 
concurred  in  or  rejected.  I  object  to  the  state- 
ment being  put  in. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  the  proper 
method  of  procedure  in  this  particuar  kind  of 
a  case  would  be  that  that  portion  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council's  report  would  be  referred,  just 
like  the  other  three  items,  to  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  and  Law. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46^:  I  so 
move. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council):  I  understand  this 
controversy  had  been  referred  to  the  Grievance 
Committee  and  until  such  time  as  the  Griev- 
ance Committe  makes  a  report  to  it,  we  won't 
know  what  we  are  talking  about.  The  discus- 
sion is  out  of  order. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  will  be  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  that  the  subject  matter  con- 
tained in  the  proposition  number  6  will  be  held 
over  in  abeyance  the  same  as  the  other  three 
items  until  the  report  on  resolutions. 

BROTHER  STONE  (Local  244):  I  will  go 
along. 

BROTHER  McVEY  (Local  74):  I  wonder 
if  the  Chairman  of  that  committee  or  the 
Chairman  would  advise  us  as  to  what  the  three 
articles  are  that  are  being  withheld. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE:  I  will  try  to  en- 
lighten the  gentleman.  One  is  in  reference  to 
the  position  or  the  agreement  that  was  entered 
into  in  1937  in  reference  to  the  corner  beads 
with  the  Plasterers.  The  other  was  in  reference 
to  the  agreement  that  was  entered  into  with 
the  Carpenters  in  the  year  of  1950  and  the 
other  was  in  reference  to  the  death  benefits. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  And  this  addi- 
tion of  number  6  is  included  in  the  reference. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  amended  will  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Is  there  any  further  committee  ready  to 
report  ? 

Delegate  Cook  of  the-  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances. 

BROTHER  J.  P.  COOK  (Massachusetts 
State  Council):  This  grievance,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, was  referred  to  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee, who  in  turn  referred  it  to  the  Grievance 
Committee.  Now,  you  will  find  a  disp\itcd  ques- 
tion under  Resolution  Number  11,  on  page  50 
of  the  Tuesday  minutes,  morning  session. 

"RESOLVED  that  Local  No.  53  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  through  its  Charter  re- 
stricting Local  No.  492  to  lot  work  constitutes 
an  unfair  and  discriminatory  act.  The  agree- 
ment between  the  two  Locals  is  not  staple  in 


that  selected  workers  are  drawn  from  Local 
No.  492  by  Local  No.  53  in  time  of  shortage 
to  do  work  in  direct  violation  of  both  Charters. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED  we,  the  members  of 
Local  No.  492,  feel  that  we  are  fair  and  ask 
without  animosity  that  we  be  permitted, 
through  amendment  to  our  Charter,  the  return 
of  nail-on  work  regardless  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  structure. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

Elmer  Mars,  Local  No.  492" 

Now,  your  Grievance  Committee  took  this 
matter  up  directly  after  adjournment  this  morn- 
ing, had  both  representatives  of  both  local 
unions  there,  492  and  53,  and  it  seems  that 
this  resolution  came  directly  to  this  convention 
without  first  going  to  the  lower  court,  as  it 
might  be,  which  is  the  District  Council  in 
this  respect. 

Now,  your  committee  recommends  that  this 
resolution  or  grievance  be  referred  to  the  Dis- 
trict Council  of  Philadelphia.  As  the  case  now 
stands,  it  has  never  been  before  that  body  and 
we  recommend  this  procedure  to  follow.  The 
Grievance  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  this  report.  I  move,  sir,  that  the  report  be 
adopted. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Grievances  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question  ? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Loral  308):  We  note, 
too,  that  Resolution  No.  6  and  Resolution  No. 
12  were  both  referred  to  the  Grievance  Com- 
mittee and  those  resolutions  were  introduced  as 
a  resolution  for  action  of  this  convention  and 
not  as  a  grievance.  However,  whoever  saw  fit  to 
throw  them  into  the  Grievance  Committee  I 
don't  think  believes  in  the  Grievance  Commit- 
tee. I  think  it  is  a  resolution  that  should  be 
acted  upon  by  the  Resolutions  Committee.  I 
want  to  make  that  for  the  record,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? There  is  one  thing  that  must  be  under- 
stood here,  that  in  a  great  many  of  these  du- 
plicate charters  that  have  been  issued  in  dif- 
ferent localities,  that  they  call  for  special,  spe- 
cific regulations  and  conditions,  and  before  any 
of  them  can  be  amended  or  thrown  out,  the 
action  of  the  previous  convention  relating  to 
them  would  have  to  be  repealed.  We  want  to 
keep  that  in  mind. 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  will  signify  by  saying 
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"aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  is  sd 
ordered. 

BROTHER  COOK:   1  hat  lonipletfs  tlir  k 
port  at  this  time. 

.  .  .  Announcement  .  .  . 

BROTHER  STONE  (Local  244):  Mr. 
President,  just  after  reading  this  resolution,  it 
is  clearly  stated  here  that  the  intent  of  the 
resolution  is  not  a  complaint  for  the  Grievance 
Committee.  We  intended  it  as  a  resolution  ask- 
ing certain  things  from  this  convention  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  much  has  been  said  and  done 
at  the  last  convention,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Council  and  we  got  nowhere  and  we 
wanted  to  fight  it  out  on  the  floor.  Wc  didn't 
intend  it  as  a  grievance.  However,  are  we  com- 
pelled to  go  to  the  Grievance  Committee  or 
can  we  get  it  out  of — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  is  a  grievance 
between  your  local  unions  and  the  Executive 
Council  and  Local  No.  46  and  244. 

BROTHER  STONE:  In  other  words,  the 
Executive  Council  should  be  included  in  the 
grievance. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  are  pro- 
testing against  their  action.  At  least,  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Rizzo  were. 

BROTHER  STONE:  All  right. 

BROTHER  RIZZO:  I  protested  against  the 
action  of  the  Executive  Council,  which  is  true. 
However,  the  resolution  calls  for  a  specific 
action  by  this  convention  which  was  not  taken 
at  the  last  con\ention  because  it  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Council.  Now,  the  Executive 
Council  gave  no  decisions  that  would  straighten 
out  the  matter.  Then  I  think  it  reverts  back 
to  this  convention  for  definite  action.  That  is 
why  I  believe  that  it  belongs  in  the  Resolutions 
Committee  and  not  the  Grievance  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  will  be  up 
to  the  Grievance  Committee  to  decide  that 
when  they  hear  the  case. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY  (Committee  on 
Resolutions  and  Law):  He  left  the  impression 
that  somebody  pulled  a  fast  one  in  referring 
these  two  resolutions,  6  and  12,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances.  I  would  like  to  point 
out  that  when  I  saw  the  resolutions  in  the 
Secretary's  ofTice,  prior  to  his  assigning  them, 
and  I  was  handed  three  copies  of  this,  in  the 
first  instance,  by  delegate  Rizzo — reading  the 
top  of  the  petition,  it  says  "A  Petition  and  a 
Resolution."  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  com- 
pletely a  grievance  between  Local  No.  46,  No 
244  and  308  and  so  forth.  It  is  all  set  forth 
in  the  fifteen  or  sixteen  page  petition,  which 


ilclails  a  grievance  u{  the  thrrf  lo(  ;il  unions 
.igaiiist  Ifi,  expresses  great  dissatisfaction  with 
the  decision  of  the  Executive  Clounril  in  New 
York  over  a  year  ago. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  purely  and  simply  a 
grievance  and  does  not  belong  to  any  resolu- 
tions but  I  would  be  happy  to  abide  by  the 
rule,  of  course,  of  the  convention. 

As  I  understand  it,  the  Secretary  asssigns 
resolutions;  the  convention  doesn't  assign  them. 
The  convention  may,  if  it  is  in  their  judgment, 
reassign  them  to  any  committee  they  like.  But 
in  the  first  instance  the  Secretary  assigns  reso- 
lutions and  assigns  all  business  before  the  con- 
vention to  the  proper  committee  and  I  again 
repeat  that  in  my  judgment  this  is  purely  and 
simply  a  grievance  and  not  a  resolution,  in  the 
full  sense  of  the  word. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chairman 
has  already  decided  on  that  point,  that  it  is 
properly  before  the  Committee  on  Grievances. 

Are  there  any  further  committees  to  report? 
If  not,  I  should  like  to  make  a  little  further 
announcement  in  reference  to  our  collection 
here  this  morning.  I  desire  to  inform  you  that 
there  was  a  flat  sum  of  $1700.00  subscribed 
for  Labor's  League  for  Political  Education. 
(Applause) 

If  there  are  no  further  committees  to  re- 
port, I  think  it  would  help  to  expedite  the 
business  of  the  convention  if  we  adjourned 
now,  after  we  have  a  communication  and  a 
few  announcements,  until  tomorrow  morning 
so  that  the  committees  may  get  to  work  and 
finish  up  on  their  reports  and  report  to  the 
convention  tomorrow. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46):  I 
should  like  the  committee  to  be  discharged 
with  a  vote  of  thanks. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  So  ordered. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:   The  Secretary 
will  read  a  telegram: 
SECRETARY  FORD: 
"NEW  YORK  NY 

"WILLIAM  J.  McSORLEY  PRESIDENT 
WOOD,    WIRE,   METAL  LATHERS 
UNION  CONVENTION 
RICE  HOTEL,  HOUSTON 
"GREETINGS  AND  BEST  WISHES  FOR 
A   SUCCESSFUL   CONVENTION.  MAY 
YOUR  DELIBERATIONS  AND  DECI- 
SIONS REDOUND  TO  GREAT  BENEFIT, 
NOT  ONLY  TO  YOUR  MEMBERS  AND 
ORGANIZATIONS,  BUT  EMBRACE  AS 
WELL  THE  FUTURE  WELL-BEING  OF 
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ALL  WORKERS  AND  TRADE  UNION 
ORGANIZATIONS.  THAT  IS  THE 
SINCERE  WISH  OF  THE  UNION  LABOR 
LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  AND  OF 
THE  UNDERSIGNED.  WITH  INTEREST 
ON  THE  PART  OF  ORGANIZED  LABOR 
IN  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PLANS 
AND  PROGRAMS  THROUGH  COLLEC- 
TI\E  BARGAINING  STEADILY  IN- 
CREASING THEREBY  NECESSITATING 
GREAT  CARE  AND  CAUTION  IN  DEAL- 
ING WITH  INTRICATE  PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED,  BE  ASSURED  WE  WILL  BE 
PLEASED  TO  PLACE  OUR  RESEARCH, 
INFORMATION  AND  CONSULTATIVE 
DEPARTMENT  AND  SERVICES  AT  THE 
CALL  OF  YOUR  OFFICERS,  LOCAL 
.\ND  INTERNATIONAL,  WITHOUT 
THOUGHT  OF  COMPENSATION  AND 
RENDER  YOUR  ORGANIZATION  ALL 
POSSIBLE  AID  AND  COOPERATION  IN 
DEALING  WITH  STUDIES  AND  PROB- 
LEMS INVOLVED.  DO  NOT  HESITATE 
TO  CALL  ON  ME  FOR  ANY  OTHER 
SERVICE  I  CAN  RENDER.  NEVER  WAS 
THERE  GREATER  NEED  FOR  OUR 
COOPER.A.TING  WITH  ONE  ANOTHER 
FOR  OUR  MUTUAL  WELL-BEING. 
WITH  WARM  PERSONAL  REGARDS  TO 
YOUR  GOOD  SELF  AND  ASSOCIATES. 

MATTHEW  WOLL." 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 

objection,   that   will   be   incorporated   in  the 

record. 

SECRETARY  FORD: 
"CLEVELAND  OHIO 

"WILLIAM  J  McSORLEY,  GENL  PRES 
WOOD  WIRE  AND  METAL  LATHERS 
INTL  UNION— RICE  HOTEL  HOUSTON 
"THE  METAL  LATH  MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATION  EXTENDS  TO  YOU  AND 
YOUR  MEMBERS  GREETINGS  AND  BEST 
WISHES.  THE  L.\THING  AND  PLAS- 
TERING INDUSTRY  IS  FACING  SEVERE 
COMPETITION  THESE  DAYS  BUT  WE 
FIRMLY  BELIEVE  THAT  VIGOROUS 
PROMOTION  CAN  BE  THE  MEANS  OF 
EXPANDING  THE  DEMAND  FOR  THE 
INDUSTRYS  PRODUCT. 
"WE  WANT  TO  WORK  WITH  YOU 
AND  YOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  AD- 


VANCING IN  EVERY  WAY  POSSIBLE 
THE  INDUSTRY  IN  WHICH  WE  ALL 
HAVE  SO  MUCH  AT  STAKE.  I  AM 
VERY  SORRY  THAT  I  WAS  UNABLE 
PERSONALLY  TO  ACCEPT  YOUR  IN- 
VITATION TO  BE  PRESENT  AT  YOUR 
CONVENTION  THIS  WEEK  BUT  UN- 
AVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCES  INTER- 
VENED. WE  WISH  YOU  EVERY 
SUCCESS  IN  YOUR  MEETING  AND 
ASSURE  YOU  OF  OUR  COOPERATION 
ON  THE  MANY  MATTERS  WHICH  ARE 
OF  MUTUAL  CONCERN. 
"METAL  LATH  MANUFACTURERS 
ASSN  DONALD  R  WADLE  MANAGING 
DIRECTOR  636  ENGINEERS  BLDG 
CLEVELAND  14  OHIO." 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  will  be  incorporated  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  convention. 

Secretary  Ford  desires  to  make  an  announce- 
ment. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

BROTHER  C.  J.  HAGGERTY  (Local  42): 
Because  of  my  concern  for  the  time  of  the  con- 
vention, the  fact  that  we  are  going  to  lose  an 
hour  or  two  tomorrow  morning  because  this  hall 
has  to  be  vacated  by  this  convention,  I  would 
like  to  move  that  the  rules  of  order  be  sus- 
pended with  respect  to  that  portion  referring 
to  the  starting  time,  and  that  for  tomorrow 
morning  only  we  start  at  nine  o'clock.  It  takes 
an  hour  to  get  the  checks  out,  so  I  move  that 
we  suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and  convene  at 
nine  o'clock  instead  of  ten  o'clock  for  tomorrow 
morning  only. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  that  when  we  adjourn  this  after- 
noon, we  adjourn  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye;"  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

We  stand  adjourned. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  thrcc-ten 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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Thursday  Morning  Session 

October  16,  1932 


The  meeting  convened  at  nine-five  o'clock, 
President  McSorlcy  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  lonie  to  order.  We  will  now  have 
the  invocation  from  the  Reverend  Ben  K. 
Bering,  Jr.,  of  the  Park  Place  Methodist 
Church. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  .  .  . 

REV.  BEN  K.  BERING,  JR.:  Let  us  pray. 
We  come  this  morning,  our  Father,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  day,  to  invoke  Thy  blessing. 
We  come  with  gratitude  because  we  remember 
the  blessings  that  have  been  ours  through  our 
lifetime.  We  come  with  grateful  hearts  because 
we  remember  that  Thou  hast  given  us  a  goodly 
and  rich  land  in  which  to  live.  We  come  with 
grateful  hearts  because  we  are  conscious  that 
the  freedom  and  liberty  which  is  ours,  the 
heritage  of  a  free  nation,  is  very  rare  in  this 
world. 

We  come  to  pray  Thy  blessing  upon  the 
deliberations  of  this  day,  upon  the  actions 
taken  here.  And  we  pray  Thy  blessing  upon 
those  whom  we  represent,  not  only  the  men 
who  labor,  but  their  families  at  home. 

We  thank  Thee,  O,  Lord,  that  we  can 
come  this  morning  as  a  free  people  to  deter- 
mine our  business,  to  settle  our  affairs,  to  plan 
our  progress,  knowing  that  under  Thee  all 
things  work  together  for  good. 

And  so  we  pray  Thy  blessing  not  only  upon 
this  session  this  morning,  not  only  upon  this 
Convention,  but  upon  the  days  and  years  ahead 
for  which  these  men  have  met  to  plan.  For  we 
ask  it  all  with  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  in 
Christ,  our  Lord.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  No  report. 

PRESIDE1VT  McSORLEY:  There  will  be 
no  report.  Delegate  Haggerty. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates:  Yesterday  the  Secretary  an- 
nounced that  we  would  have  the  disbursement 
of  checks  this  morning  by  roll  call.  I  am  going 
to  move  this  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  sav- 
ing time,  that  we  dispense  with  the  roll  call 
and  the  disbursement  of  the  checks  in  the 
meeting  hall,  go  on  with  the  business  of  the 
convention,  and  the  checks  be  disbursed  out- 
side, and  the  roll  call  be  dispensed  with  in 
this  session. 


.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  roll  call  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  this  session.  You  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
(Question  was  called  for.)  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

.  .  .  Announcement  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  With  those  in- 
structions we  will  proceed  with  the  work  of 
the  convention.  Is  the  Committee  on  Organiza- 
tion ready  to  report?  Secretary  Hoppcl  on  the 
Committee  on  Organization. 

BROTHER  S.  G.  HOPPEL  (Local  32):  The 
Committee  on  Organization  recommends: 
RECOMMENDATION  No.  1: 

That  we  join  in  a  national  promotion  pro- 
gram and  that  at  least  one  or  two  organizers 
devote  full  time  to  building  contractors,  build- 
ers suppliers,  architects,  etc. 
RECOMMENDATION  No.  2: 

That  limitation  work  be  abolished  and  that 
every  lather  strive  to  do  a  fair  day's  work  for 
eight  hours'  pay,  in  order  to  protect  our  in- 
dustry. 

RECOMMENDATION  No.  3: 

In  locals  where  there  is  a  shortage  of  man- 
power, that  more  apprentices  be  put  on  by  such 
locals  to  relieve  such  shortages. 
RECOMMENDATION  No.  4: 

In  areas  where  locals  are  far  afield,  more 
locals  should  be  set  up  in  order  to  provide 
more  manpower  and  thus  take  care  of  lathing 
that  is  gradually  slipping  away  from  us. 

S.  G.  Hoppel,  Local  32,  Chairman 
Elvis  Johnston,  Local  19 
J.  R.  Piccirillo,  Local  23 
A.  Dinsmore,  Local  120 
A.  W.  Clother,  Local  166 
R.  Sorensen,  Local  346 
I.  L.  Buck,  Local  252 
A.  G.  Graham,  Local  1 1 
A.  Nicholson,  Local  71 
A.  B.  Darling,  Local  328 
E.  Dunn,  Local  145 
L.  B.  Liesse,  Local  209 
A.  Alogna,  Local  215 
S.  Stone,  Local  244 
C.  Courtney,  Local  255 
Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORl.EY:  Is  it  tlu  th  sin 
o\  tlic  convention  to  act  on  this  en  blix ,  or 
do  yod  want  to  take  it  up  seriatim? 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20):  I  move, 
Mr.  C'hairnian,  wr  concur  with  the  rccoin- 
niendations  of  the  C^oininittee  on  Organization. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  lias  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  dealt  with  en  bloc.  You  ha\c 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  cjues- 
tion?  (Question  called.) 

I  want  to  make  a  suggestion  here,  nnself. 
I  want  to  suggest  that  that  portion  that  deals 
with  the  question  of  appointing  two  organizers 
to  handle  this  thing  steadily  be  held  in  abey- 
ance until  after  wc  have  the  conference  on 
promotion  work  next  month,  somewhere  around 
about  the  twentieth  of  November,  and  we  will 
know  what  the  program  is  going  to  be  at  that 
time. 

I  don  t  think  that  we  could  afford  to  assign 
any  two  organizers  to  contacting  contractors. 
I  think  there  might  be  a  better  way  of  getting 
around  the  promotional  scheme,  through  the 
promotion  commission  that  is  going  to  be 
elected  or  voted  on.  We  will  have  to,  I  sup- 
pose, subscribe  to  that  somewhat,  too,  and  that 
is  going  to  take  a  lot  of  money  to  pay  for 
advertising,  and  so  forth. 

So  I  just  want  to  make  that  suggestion,  that 
wc  defer  acting  on  that  until  after  this  pro- 
motion meeting  in  the  month  of  November. 

BROTHER  SPILL.ANE    (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  it 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
.  .  The  motion  was  sci  ondcd  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  that  portion  of  the 
report  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
President  to  take  up  and  act  upon  at  that 
particular  time.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have 
it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Now  the  question  comes  on  the  adoption  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended.  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievance. 

BROTHER  J.  P.  COOK:  No  report  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Auditing. 

BROTHER  HAGEN:    Mr.  Chairman,  the 


r('])ort  was  complete  yesterday. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Was  tliat  a  com- 
])lete  report  you  made  ? 

BROTHER  HAGEN:  Yes. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Laws.  Delegate 

1  laggerty. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
and  Laws  is  prepared  to  make  a  partial  report 
on  the  resolutions  so  far  reported  out  of  that 
Committee.  And  if  you  will  follow  me  with 
your  proceedings,  the  Tuesday  proceedings,  I 
will  try  to  give  you  the  resolution  number  and 
the  page,  but  just  read  the  Resolve,  except  in 
some  cases  where  it  is  necessary  to  read  the 
entire  resolution.  We  can  do  that,  too,  but 
generally  we  will  confine  ourseKes  to  the 
Resolve. 

Resolution  No.  2,  and  Item  3  of  the  General 
President's  Recommendations.  Resolution  No. 

2  is  on  page  4 1  of  Tuesday's  proceedings.  The 
General  President's  Rcconunendation  is  on 
page  60  of  Tuesday's  proceedings.  This  reso- 
lution is  sponsored  by  J.  Earl  Ferguson,  Buck- 
eye State  and  Lake  Erie  Council;  Wm.  Evans 
and  Herman  Goebel  of  the  Southern  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Council.  The  Resolution: 

"We,  the  members  of  the  Buckeye  State  and 
Lake  Erie  and  Southern  District  Councils  from 
the  State  of  Ohio,  respectfully  submit  for  your 
consideration,  the  following  resolution: 

"Whereas,  Our  International  Union  has  for 
many  years  published  a  monthly  trade  journal, 
entitled,  'The  Lather,'  and 

"Whereas,  This  monthly  journal  has  been  an 
(xcellent  medium  of  informative  and  educa- 
tional material  for  our  members,  and 

"Whereas,  Under  the  present  method  of  dis- 
tribution, many  members  do  not  obtain  a  copy 
of  this  journal,  and 

"Whereas,  If  this  monthly  journal  were  to 
reach  each  and  every  member  of  our  Inter- 
national Union,  it  would  be  very  instrumental 
in  promoting  trade  unionism  within  our  own 
ranks  and  trade  unionism  in  general;  there- 
fore be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  our  International 
office  shall  institute  a  mailing  system  whereby 
each  member  of  our  International  Union,  shall 
receive  a  copy  of  our  monthly  Journal  mailed 
directly  to  his  home  address." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your  Com- 
mittee recognized  the  value  of  this  resolution, 
but  believes  that  more  information  should  be 
obtained  and  complete  knowledge  had  prior  to 
placing  the  intent  of  the  resolution  into  cfl'ect. 
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'I'hc  Ooiniiiittcf  tlirreforr  rccoiiiiiicncis  lliis 
resolution  and  the  President's  rcioniincndatlon 
bf  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council 
for  further  study  to  ascertain  the  advisabilitx 
of  phicing  the  intent  of  this  resolution  into 
effect,  with  full  power  to  act. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  It  has  been  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
he  adopted.  Are  there  any  remarks? 

BROTHER  J.  EARL  FERGUSON  (Buck- 
eye State  Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  being  the 
sponsor  of  this  resolution,  I  am  naturally  in- 
terested in  it.  Although  I  can't  quarrel  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee, I  am  assuming  that  referring  this  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Council  will  mean  that 
we  will  go  another  three  years  before  this 
recommendation  can  be  adopted.  Is  that  cor- 
rect? 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  That  is  incor- 
rect. The  recommendation  is  to  the  Council 
with  full  power  to  act.  And  if  the  Council,  in 
its  judgment,  deems  it  advisable,  the  cost 
within  reason,  and  it  can  be  accomplished,  then 
the  Executive  Council  can  make  this  a  reality 
within  its  next  meeting,  or  by  its  next  meeting. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON:  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? (Question  was  called  for.)  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying,  "aye";  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 
The  Committee. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No.  4, 
page  42,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored  by 
Jack  Bailey,  Delegate,  Local  No.  234. 

"Our  experience  with  the  Apprentice  Train- 
ing Program  after  an  extensive  study  of  the 
average  apprentice,  we  believe  that  the  min- 
imum time  should  be  three  (3)  years  instead 
of  two  (2)  years.  This  will  make  better  lathers 
and  be  beneficial  to  the  apprentice  and  the 
trade. 

"THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That 
the  first  paragraph  of  Section  172  be  amended 
on  line  fi\e  to  read  'three'  instead  of  'two' 
years." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDA- 
TION: Your  Committee  is  firmly  convinced 
that  the  matter  of  minimum  qualifying  time  for 
apprentices  is  properly  the  obligation  of  a  local 
union  whose  .\pprenticeship  Training  Commit- 


ter work  in  ( ()iijun(  tion  with  the  stale  and 
n.itional  apprenticeship  training  councils.  There- 
fore recommended  non-concurrence. 

I  move  the  Conunittee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Conmiittee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
(Question  was  called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No.  9. 
page  50,  Tuesday's  pro<  ecdings.  Introduced  b\- 
Delegate  Peffer,  Local  No.  483: 

"Whereas,  That  in  the  Northwest  new  de- 
velopments are  being  found  such  as  the  Oil 
Strikes  in  North  Dakota  and  the  Iron  Mining 
Industry  in  Minnesota  is  embarking  in  a  new 
enterprise  converting  low  grade  ore  into  high 
grade  ore  called  Taconite,  and 

"Whereas,  The  Steel  Industry  is  now  spend- 
ing over  one-half  billion  dollars  building  new 
plants  with  new  cities  springing  up  and  houses 
being  built  to  accommodate  new  workers,  and 

"Whereas,  It  is  our  opinion  that  a  new  Vice 
President  from  the  Northwest  be  added  who  is 
familiar  with  the  general  surroundings  in  this 
District  who  would  be  called  for  organizational 
duties;  therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  At  this  Convention  conven- 
ing here  in  Houston  that  we  gi\e  this  our  due 
consideration." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  The 
Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  gist  of 
this  resolution  is  a  request  for  an  organizer  in 
the  area  of  the  sponsor,  and  believes  it  is  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  the  Executive  Council  by 
the  addition  of  one  vice-president. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommends  non- 
concurrence  in  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
pertaining  to  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
vice-president,  and  recommends  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  resolution  requesting  the  services  of 
an  organizer  be  referred  to  the  General  Presi- 
dent, with  the  Committee's  recommendation 
for  favorable  consideration  with  respect  to  this 
request. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded.  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  was  called  for.)  .•\ny  remarks?  AH 
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those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
13,  page  51,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by:  Frank  C.  Burke,  Massachusetts  State  Coun- 
cil; Lionel  Brodeur,  Tri-State  Council;  Chas. 
Rivers,  Nutmeg  State  Council;  L.  F.  Shipinan, 
\'olunteer  State  Council;  Lloyd  Mashburn,  Cal- 
ifornia State  Council;  Jos.  M.  Kiocs,  New  York 
State  Council;  Pat  Mullane,  New  Jersey  State 
Council;  J.  A.  Henry,  North  Carolina  State 
Council. 

"Whereas,  The  Convention  Fund  has  accu- 
mulated approximately  One  Hundred  Eighty- 
One  Thousand  Dollars  ($181,000.00),  and 

"Whereas,  It  will  cost  approximately  One 
Hundred  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  ($110,000.00) 
to  hold  this  Convention,  and 

"Whereas,  That  will  leave  approximately 
Seventy  Thousand  Dollars  ($70,000.00)  in  the 
Convention  Fund,  and 

"Whereas,  Section  203  of  the  International 
Constitution  provides  that  we  shall  collect  from 
our  membership  a  special  assessment  of  thirty- 
five  cents  (35c)  per  member  per  month  for 
the  purpose  of  financing  said  fund,  and 

"Whereas,  This  thirty-five  cents  (35c)  per 
member  per  month  has  accumulated  this  ap- 
proximate surplus  of  Seventy  Thousand  Dol- 
lars ($70,000.00),  over  a  period  of  three  years, 
and 

"Whereas,  There  are  probably  other  resolu- 
tions to  be  submitted  which  will  propose  to  in- 
crease the  per  capita  tax  to  the  International 
Union,  and 

"Whereas,  a  reduction  in  the  per  capita  tax 
to  the  Convention  Fund  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  entire  membership;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  203  of  the  In- 
ternational Constitution  be  changed  to  read 
'twenty  cents  (20c)  per  month'  instead  of 
'thirty-five  cents  (35c)  per  month';  and  be  it 
further 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  balance  of  approxi- 
mately Seventy  Thousand  Dollars  ($70,000.00) 
shall  be  applied  towards  the  Twenty-Serond 
International  Convention  Fund." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
that  the  language  of  the  last  resolve  be 
changed  to  read  as  follows:  "Be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  balance  of  approxi- 
mately $70,000  shall  be  transferred  to  the  22n(l 
International  Convention  Fund." 

As  amended,  your  Committee  recommends 
concurrence. 


I  might  explain,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
words  "applied  towards"  seemed  inadequate  to 
be  sure  of  a  transfer  to  the  new  Convention 
Fund.  This  merely  changes  the  words  "applied 
towards"  to  "transferred  to." 

I  move  concurrence. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded.  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  Any 
remarks  ?  .^11  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  will  signify  by 
saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  cutting  this  short  on  the  assumption  the 
delegates  have  read  these  resolutions,  you  have 
heard  them  explained  generally  through  the 
week  at  various  times,  and  if  I  am  going  too  fast 
or  not  giving  you  full  details,  please  advise  me 
and  I'll  read  the  whole  resolution  if  you  so 
desire,  or  explain  them.  But  I  am  doing  it  on 
the  assumption  that  you  know  what  it's  all 
about  and  have  read  and  are  acquainted  with 
the  text  and  intent  of  the  resolution. 

Resolution  14,  page  52,  Tuesday's  proceed- 
ings. Introduced  by  the  same  sponsors  of  the 
previous  resolution,  No.  13. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  Section  96  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Effective  December  1,  1952,  the  monthly 
assessment  placed  upon  every  member  of  our 
International  Union  by  the  1936  Convention 
shall  be  raised  to  fifty  cents  ($0.50)  monthly 
and  shall  be  continued  until  the  next  conven- 
tion. Said  assessment  to  be  placed  in  a  separate 
fund  for  the  enlarged  organizational  work  and 
for  the  protection  of  our  jurisdictional  claims 
and  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  promotion  of  our 
general  welfare. 

"The  President  shall  also  appoint  not  less 
than  four  (4)  organizers  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed with  due  regard  to  the  geographical 
limits  of  our  International  Union,  and  to  pro- 
mote its  Educational  activities  in  order  to  per- 
petuate our  Industry.  These  organizers  shall  be 
placed  upon  a  full  time  basis  and  shall  devote 
all  of  their  efforts  to  aiding  in  the  organiza- 
tional work  of  the  International  Union." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE.  I  move  the  Committee 
report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
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Committf-e  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  Any 
remarks?  All  those  in  favor  wiW  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER   IIAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

15,  page  52,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Signed  by 
the  same  spon.sors  as  13  and  14. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  Section  126  of 
the  Constitution  shall  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

"Wherever  any  official  of  any  local  union 
has  been  found  short  in  his  accounts,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  President,  upon  being 
notified  by  any  three  members  of  any  such 
local,  to  proceed  immediately  to  collect  such 
shortage,  and  failing  to  collect  such  shortage, 
he  will  immediately  proceed  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  reimburse- 
ment of  such  shortage." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your 
Committee  recommends  that  this  resolution 
be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  woid  "ac- 
counts" in  the  second  line  of  the  resolve  the 
following  words:  "or  unable  to  satisfactorily 
explain  an  item  or  items  thereof."  With  this 
amendment,  your  CommiHei  recommends  con- 
curence  in  this  resolution  as  amended.  I  move 
the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  was  called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 

16,  page  52,  Tuesday's  proceedings,  signed  by 
the  same  sponsors  as  the  previous  three  reso- 
lutions. 

"WHEREAS,  the  headquarters  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  has  been  in  Cleveland,  Ohio 
for  many  years  and  during  said  time  has  ade- 
quately served  the  needs  of  our  International 
Union,  and 

"WHEREAS,  with  the  fast  changing  times 
the  many  laws  emanating  from  the  capitol  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  the  many  boards  having  to 
do  with  the  problems  of  our  Union  and  the  fact 
that  the  Building  Trades  Department  as  well 
as  many  correlated  industries  arc  now  located 
in  Washington,  D.  C, 

"THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  thai 
the  President  shall  appoint  a  committee  within 


ninety  days  (90)  after  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion, with  power  to  dispose  of  our  headquarters 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  such  price  and  on  such 
terms  as  such  committee  in  its  discretion  may 
deem  advisable  and  that  the  committee  be  fur- 
ther empowered  to  rent,  lease,  or  buy  quarters 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  or  close  proximity  thereto, 
to  the  end  that  our  International  headquarters 
shall  be  transferred  from  Cleveland,  Ohio." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your 
Committee  recommends  that  the  resolve  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
the  President  shall  appoint  a  committee  within 
ninety  (90)  days  after  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion, which  Committee  is  authorized  after  ap- 
proval by  the  Executive  Council  to  dispose  of 
our  headquarters  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  such 
price  and  at  such  terms  as  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil may  approve;  and  that  the  Committee  be 
further  authorized  after  approval  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  to  rent,  lease  or  buy  quarters 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  or  close  proximity  thereto, 
to  the  end  that  our  International  headquarters 
shall  be  transferred  from  Cleveland,  Ohio  to 
Washington,  D.  C." 

As  amended,  your  Committee  recommends 
concurrence. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded.  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Ques- 
tion was  called  for.)  Any  remarks? 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  We  understand  that  the  Execu- 
tive Board  is  to  approve  of  the  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Committee's  re- 
port. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Let  me  read  it 
again,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  may.  The  intent  of 
the  Committee  is  not  to  approve  of  the  commit- 
tee but  to  approve  of  all  their  actions  and  prior 
to  any  actions  of  the  committee  it  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive  Council.  The  Chair- 
man or  the  President  appoints  the  committee 
at  his  own  discretion  but  from  that  time  on 
everything  they  do  must  be  approved  by  the 
Council  prior  to  coming  in  efTect. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? All  those  in  favor  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is 
so  ordered.  I  understand  there  is  one  dissent- 
ing vote. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 

17,  page  53,  Tuesday's  proceedings,  by  the 
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samr  sponsors  of  the  previous  four  resolutions. 

"BE  IT  RESOIA  ED:  That  Section  95  of  the 
present  Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

"When  the  treasury  drops  below  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($50,000.00),  the  General  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall,  the  following  month,  levy 
an  International  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  ($.25)  extra  pcr-capita  tax  a  member  and 
so  on  from  month  to  month,  until  the  treasury 
reaches  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000.00), 
when  such  assessment  shall  cease." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE.  I  so  move. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Ques- 
tion was  called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  Carried. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
18,  page  53,  Tuesday's  proceedings,  by  the 
same  sponsors  of  the  previous  five  resolutions. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  Section  93  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
"The  revenue  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union  shall  be  derived 
from  a  per  capita  tax  of  one  dollar  and  ten 
cents  ($1.10)  a  member  a  month;  Interna- 
tional reinstatement  fee  of  three  dollars  ($3.00) 
and  fifty  per  cent  (50%)  of  all  'local  reinstate- 
ment fees'  collected  in  accordance  with  Section 
108;  50%  of  all  renewal  fees  on  withdrawal 
cards;  the  profits  on  supplies;  all  L.I.U.  fines 
that  may  be  imposed  and  collected;  and  all 
initiated  members  of  the  L.I.U.  shall  be  charged 
the  sum  of  five  dollars  ($5.00)  for  the  fee  of 
enrollment  at  Headquarters.  Said  five  dollars 
($5.00)  shall  be  in  addition  to  the  local's  in- 
itiation fee. 

"All  expenses  of  the  Executive  Council  meet- 
ings shall  be  defrayed  from  the  General  Fund." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE.  I  so  move. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Ques- 
tion was  called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All  those  in 
favor  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

BROTHER   HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 


19,  page  53,  the  same  sponsors  as  the  previous 
six  resolutions: 

"Whereas,  Section  93  of  the  Constitution  has 
been  amended  to  take  care  of  the  per  capita 
tax  fund  created  under  Section  94  of  the  Con- 
stitution; now,  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  91  of  the  Con- 
stitution be  deleted  in  total." 

I  will  explain  that  by  saying  the  previous 
Section  No.  93  that  was  adopted  a  few  minutes 
ago  makes  this  section  unnecessary.  It  would 
be  superfluous. 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER   HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

20,  page  54,  by  the  same  sponsors  as  the  pre- 
vious seven  resolutions: 

"Whereas,  During  the  present  troublesome 
times  and  the  ever  changing  as  well  as  ever 
increasing  problems  afTecting  the  future  of  the 
members  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union  require  that  more  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  such  changes  and  that  the 
Executive  Council  should  be  fully  aware  of 
these  changes  as  they  occur;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  present  Section  19 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  be  elimi- 
nated and  in  place  instead  thereof  the  follow- 
ing shall  be  inserted: 

"  'Section  19:  He  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Council  twice  a  year  and  that  one 
of  such  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council  shall 
be  held  at  the  same  time,  date  and  place  as 
that  set  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Department.'  " 

THE  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  It  has 
been  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  Any  remarks?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 
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BROrilKR  llACUiKRlY:  Resolution  No. 
21,  page  T)!,  saiiu-  sponsors  as  the  previous 
1  ('solutions: 

"VVluTL-as,  riic  iii.in\  changes  in  laws,  rul- 
ings and  administrative  findings  require  that 
more  and  closer  attention  be  paid  to  such  laws, 
rules  and  findings  to  the  end  that  members  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  Interna- 
tional Union  shall  be  advised  and  infoniied  in 
such  matters;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  21  of  the  Con- 
stitution be  amended  by  adding  the  words,  'He 
shall  engage  counsel  to  be  used  in  actual  litiga- 
tion and  in  a  consultative  capacity.'  " 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your  Com- 
mittee recommends  that  the  resolve  of  this 
resolution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  "He 
shall  engage  counsel  to  be  used  in  actual  liti- 
gation and  in  a  consultative  capacity  when  in 
his  judgment  he  deems  it  necessary." 

That  means  the  President  shall  be  judge  of 
when  he  wants  counsel  and  under  what  condi- 
tions. Your  Committee  recommends  adoption 
as  amended.  I  move  the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Moved  and 
seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  (Question  called.)  Any 
remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

I  may  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  got 
to  be  careful  about  the  legal  gentlemen,  because 
if  they  once  get  a  bite  on  you,  they  never  let 
go.  (Laughter) 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Your  Committee, 
Mr.  President,  agreed  that  that  was  true,  and 
that  is  why  they  wanted  you  to  be  judge  as  to 
whether  you  should  engage  counsel — when, 
where,  and  how  much.  That  is  very  important, 
because  with  that  group  there  is  no  bargaining. 
There  is  no  bargaining  with  an  attorney.  They 
submit  a  bill  and  you  pay  it,  or  they  go  to 
court  and  you  get  sued  for  it.  There  are  no 
two  parties  to  that.  It's  a  unilateral  agreement 
there. 

Resolution  No.  23,  page  55,  submitted  by 
C.  W.  Furches,  Local  498;  N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local 
50;  J.  A.  Henry,  North  Carolina  State  Council; 
Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265;  A.  A.  Mouton, 
Local  500;  R.  B.  Jeffreys,  Local  510;  W.  C. 
Liner,  Local  41;  Ben  Shannon,  Local  59;  B.  L. 
Henry,  Local  451;  J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7; 
Philip  Colbert,  Local  45;  C. F. McKinney,  Local 
55;  R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466;  Charles  Edmonds, 
Local  257;  Richard  Fair,  Local  488;  W.  F. 


D.is  is,  (Ja.  Slate  Couiuil;  J.n  k  Bailey,  Loc  al 
234;  Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235;  N.  B.  Smith, 
Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  &  Vi- 
cinity D.  C;  George  Dukes,  Local  486;  Chris 
Taylor,  Local  262;  John  W.  Black,  Local  406; 
I'rank  J.  Allen,  Local  455;  A.  B.  Smith,  Local 
W.i:  Herbert  G.  Gibson,  Jr.,  Local  63,  L.  F. 
Shipman  Vol.  St.  Co. 

"Whereas,  In  the  past  there  has  been  some 
lack  in  specifying  the  eligibility  and  current 
standing  in  the  L.LU.,  a  member  should  have, 
before  being  allowed  to  follow  a  contractor  as 
a  foreman,  and 

"Whereas,  There  have  been  many  complaints 
and  caused  much  confusion  in  the  locals  and 
the  expense  of  a  delegate  going  in  to  straighten 
out  such  matters  caused  by  a  foreman  with 
little  standing  in  the  L.I.U.;  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  75  on  page  24 
of  the  International  Constitution  be  amended 
as  follows  (Second  Paragraph): 

'When  a  foreman  is  sent  in  by  a  contractor 
from  another  jurisdiction  he  must  have  at  least 
two  years  continuous  good  standing  in  the 
L.I.U.' 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your 
Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  subject 
matter  of  this  resolution  lies  properly  within 
the  hands  of  our  local  unions  whose  autonomy 
in  this  matter  should  not  be  usurped. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommends  non- 
concurrence.  I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  Any 
remarks?  All  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  con- 
sent by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
26,  page  57,  Tuesday's  Proceedings,  introduced 
by  J.  E.  Sloan,  Local  345;  V.  B.  Winters, 
Local  49;  J.  J.  Mathis,  Local  54;  Walter  Turner, 
Washington-Oregon  State  Council;  L.  P.  Ran- 
dall, Local  155;  Robt.  H.  Woody,  Local  93; 
Walter  E.  Farris,  Local  77;  Cecil  V.  Gates, 
Local  415;  B.  R.  Sims,  Local  305;  O.  E. 
Grouse,  Local  212;  Dewitt  MofTitt,  Local  371; 
Frank  O.  McKeehan,  Local  414;  H.  W.  Steel- 
man,  Local  438;  Harry  Hoover,  Local  281;  Roy 
Comstock,  Local  380;  Donald  A.  Richter, 
Local  68. 

"Whereas,  The  Delegates  to  this  Convention 
are  subjected  to  an  enormous  expense  and  loss 
of  time  to  attend  this  Convention,  and 

"Whereas,  There  was  a  surplus  left  over  at 
the  1949  Convention  in  Los  Angeles  which  was 
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divided  among  the  delegates  in  attendance; 
therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  we  follow  the  same 
procedure  at  this  Convention;  and  be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  Thirty-five  Cents 
(35c)  per  capita  assessment  be  left  as  it  is." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
non-concurrence.  I  move  the  Committee's 
report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Wasn't  there  one 
member  of  the  Committee  that  wanted  to 
speak  on  this?  One  delegate  in  attendance  that 
wanted  to  talk  against  his  own  Coiiiinittee's 
report  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  remarks? 
(Question  called.)  If  not,  we  will  proceed  to 
vote.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so 
ordered. 

I  would  like  to  also  say  in  connection  with 
that,  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
condition  that  existed  in  1949  and  that  which 
exists  in  the  law  today.  The  law  provides  the 
stipend  which  is  paid  to  all  of  the  delegates, 
by  constitutional  act.  So  this  would  really  be 
out  of  order,  unless  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  was  introduced. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  It  is  out  of  order 
now.  You  just  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee. 

The  reason,  Mr.  Chairman — I  want  to  apolo- 
gize for  breaking  in,  for  the  moment — but  one 
delegate  of  the  committee,  one  member  said 
he  wanted  to  talk  about  it.  There  has  been  too 
much  accusation  around  this  convention  about 
not  being  too  democratic,  and  I  want  to  be 
sure  my  committee  has  full  say.  You  ought  to 
come  in  some  time  and  watch  them.  Very 
democratic — I  will  promise  you  that. 

Resolution  No.  28,  page  57,  Tuesday's  pro- 
ceedings, submitted  by  Charles  C.  Murray, 
Local  47: 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  By  this  International 
Convention  of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers  International  Union  that  an  amend- 
ment to  Section  164  and  165  of  the  Interna- 
tional Constitution  to  read  as  follows: 

'Section  164: 

'Whereas,  A  reinstated  member  shall  be  in 
full  benefit  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  full 


months   continuous   good   standing   at  head- 
quarters for  amount  of  years  credit  at  time  of 
suspension.' 
'Section  165: 

'Whereas,  Provided  when  a  member  is  re- 
instated who  has  previously  been  suspended  and 
reinstated  one  or  more  times  he  shall  be  in  full 
benefit  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  full 
months  continuous  good  standing  at  head- 
quarters for  amount  of  years  credit  at  time  of 
suspension.' 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
non-concurrence.  I  move  the  Committee 
report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report  will  signify  by  saying  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

BROTHER   HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

29,  page  57,  Tuesday's  proceedings,  sponsored 
by  R.  E.  Stuart,  Local  No.  1: 

"Whereas,  Our  International  Union  covers 
a  vast  amount  of  territory  of  which  there  are 
some  sections  that  have  no  international  officer 
near  at  hand,  while  other  sections  have  more 
than  their  share,  so  in  fairness  to  all;  there- 
fore be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  our  International  Terri- 
tory be  divided  into  districts,  and  a  Vice- 
President  elected  from  each  district,  and  said 
Vice-President  be  used  as  an  organizer  in  the 
district  assigned  to  him." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Due  to  the 
adoption  of  Resolution  No.  14  by  this  conven- 
tion which  provides  for  not  less  than  four  (4) 
full  time  organizers  on  a  geographical  basis, 
your  Committee  recommends  non-concurrence. 
I  move  the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Committee  report  will  signify  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

30,  page  57,  Trade  Jurisdiction,  submitted  by 
Charles  C.  Murray,  Local  47: 

"Section  3.  It  shall  have  jurisdiction  over 
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the  following  work:  Erecting  and  installing  all 
iron  construction,  furring,  making  and  erection 
of  brackets,  clips,  hangers,  wood,  wire  and 
metal  lath,  plastic  board,  or  other  material 
which  takes  the  place  of  same,  to  which  plastic 
or  acoustical  material  is  adhered;  corner  beads, 
all  floor  lath,  arches  erected  for  purpose  of 
holding  plastic,  cement  or  any  otiicr  plastic  or 
acoustical  material." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  This 
changes  the  present  jurisdiction.  Your  Com- 
mittee reconmiends  non-concurrence.  I  move 
the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Moved  and  sec- 
onded that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  Any  remarks?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

32,  page  58,  by  L.  Wiswell,  Local  454: 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the  International 
apply  and  exhaust  every  effort  to  have  the 
Lathers  as  a  craft  recognized  by  the  various 
branches  of  our  Government  agencies." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT: 
As  your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  subject  matter  of  this  resolution  requires 


further  study,  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  agencies  of  the  government  throughout 
this  country  with  different  standards  and  dif- 
ferent techniques,  we  recommend  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Council  with  full  power  to  act. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  called.)  Any  remarks?  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is 
so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  completes  the  partial  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  and  Law.  We  are  going 
back  into  session  just  as  soon  as  we  recess  after 
this  morning's  session.  I  hope  to  have  some 
more  for  you  as  soon  as  we  can  get  them  out. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  committees  ready  to  report  ? 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  an- 
nouncements? If  not,  we  will  adjourn  the 
convention  until  two-thirty  this  afternoon. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  nine  forty-five 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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Tluirsflav  Afternoon  Session 


October  16,  1952 


The  meeting  convened  at  two-fifty-fivc 
o'clock,  President  McSorlcy  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  be  in  order. 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I'd  like  to  make  a  motion  at  this 
time  that  we  dispense  with  the  roll  call  and 
proceed  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  we  again 
dispense  with  the  roll  call.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  called  for.)  All  those  in  favor  will 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye";  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

Is  the  Committee  on  Grievance  ready  to  re- 
port? Not  ready.  Then  we  will  proceed  with 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
and  Laws.  Is  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
ready  to  proceed  again  ? 

Then  I  think  we  had  better  arrange  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  order  of  business  as  set  forth 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
namely  the  nomination  of  the  ofTicers  of  this 
Convention.  You  must  understand  that  the 
nominations  are  to  be  made  today,  the  Secre- 
tary is  instructed  to  print  a  ballot  with  the 
nominees  placed  on  it,  and  the  election  to  be 
held  tomorrow. 

BROTHER  E.  V.  DAVIDSON  (Local  88): 
Brother  Chairman,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  is  ready  to  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Good;  that's 
fine.  Come  forward.  The  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation, Brother  Davidson. 

BROTHER  E.  V.  DAVIDSON  (Local  88): 
We,  your  Committee  on  Education,  wish  to 
submit  the  following  report  and  reconmien- 
dations: 

1.  That  all  local  unions  strive  for  closer 
cooperation  with  the  Plasterers  and  Hod  Car- 
riers local  unions,  with  whom  we  work,  to  the 
end  that  we  may  more  than  double  our 
economic  strength.  Our  problems  in  the  fight 
against  substitutes  and  jurisdictional  raids  are 
identical  and  can  only  be  met  and  overcome 
by  a  united  front. 

2.  Your  Committee  also  recommends  that  all 
local  unions  who  arc  not  at  present  affiliated 


with  District  Councils  or  State  Councils  make 
such  affiliations  or  form  such  Councils  where 
none  exist,  and  that  they  take  concerted  action 
in  the  drive  to  restore  our  trade  to  its  rightful 
place  in  the  construction  industry;  also  that 
thcN  use  their  prestige  and  bend  every  effort 
to  iiiflucmc  architects  to  specify  lath  and 
|)la.st(  1  in  place  of  sut)stitutes. 

3.  Your  Committee  further  recommends  that 
the  delegates  assembled  here  take  back  to  their 
local  membership  the  thought  that  it  is  the 
duty  and  obligation  of  e\ery  member  of  the 
International  l^nion  to  advance  the  cause  of 
unionism  and  cooperation  at  every  opportunit\ 
and  to  promote  the  use  of  lath  and  plaster, 
realizing  this  is  the  only  means  to  effect  the 
survival  of  our  business. 

4.  Your  Coiiiinittee  also  reconuiiends  that  the 
remarks  and  facts  placed  before  this  conven- 
tion by  the  various  speakers  on  Tuesday  be 
given  further  consideration  by  the  delegates 
and  that  these  thoughts  be  brought  back  to 
their  local  membership. 

5.  Your  Committee  is  in  accord  and  feels, 
due  to  the  scope  of  our  work,  that  the  minimum 
of  apprentice  training  time  be  increased  to 
three  years  and  that  all  apprentices  be  trained 
in  all  branches  of  our  trade,  when(\cr  pos- 
sible. 

In  conclusion,  your  Conmiittee  strongly  urges 
that  we  support  the  LLPE  and  our  friends  in 
the  present  and  future  campaigns,  in  the  full 
knowledge  that  to  ignore  or  overlook  this  im- 
portant part  of  the  education  of  our  member- 
ship will  mean  hardship  in  the  future. 

We  move  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

E.  V.  Davidson,  Local  88,  Chairman 

John  E.  Ferguson,  Local  14 

J.  U.  DeBrosse,  Local  30 

A.  M.  Kunkle,  Local  39 

C.  F.  McKinney,  Local  55 

O.  H.  Blase,  Local  513 

A.  M.  Sherwood,  Local  104 

r.  W.  Plant,  Jr.,  Local  121 

Elwood  Eshe,  Local  27 

P.  Morgan,  Local  265 

E.  H.  Halverson,  Local  278 

H.  W.  Williams,  Local  292 

C.  H.  Collins,  Local  300 
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VV.  p.  Rvans,  Sonthrni  Ohio  D.  C. 
.  .  .  Thr  motion  was  regularly  scrorulcd  ,  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  hem 
rrpularly  moved  and  secondrd  that  thr  report 
on  the  Committee  of  Education  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Arc  you  ready  for 
the  question? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  I  think 
Brother  IlagKcrty  wanted  to  say  what  I  wanted 
to  say  too,  I  guess,  if  I  can  read  his  mind.  I 
don't  know.  However,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  resolu- 
tion was  brought  in  by  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee this  morning  on  the  three-year  appren- 
ticeship system  and  I  think  that  the  resolution 
was  non-concurred  in  by  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee and  that  it  is  the  w-ay  we  wanted  it. 
According  to  what  I  understand  now,  accord- 
ing to  the  Committee  on  Education,  they  favor 
a  three-year  resolution.  Now,  do  I  understand 
that  if  we  concur  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  that  we  are  automatically 
going  back  to  the  three-year  apprenticeship  sys- 
tem and  throwing  out  the  work  that  we  did  this 
morning  on  the  resolution  on  the  three  years? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  would 
necessitate  that  the  subject  matters  contained 
in  the  report  be  taken  up  seriatim.  We  will 
vote  on  them  separately.  Read  number  one  and 
we  will  vote  on  that  and  then  number  two. 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  Number  1.  That 
all  local  unions  strive  for  closer  cooperation 
with  the  plasterers  and  hod  carriers  local  unions, 
with  whom  we  work,  to  the  end  that  we  may 
more  than  double  our  economic  strength.  Our 
problems  in  the  fight  against  substitutes  and 
jurisdictional  raids  are  identical  and  can  only 
be  met  and  overcome  by  a  united  front. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  What  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  convention  with  this  portion 
of  the  Committee  on  Education  report  ? 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  I  move  the  adop- 
tion. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  this  portion 
of  the  report  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (The 
question  was  called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  Number  2.  Your 
Committee  also  recommends  that  all  local 


unions  who  are  not  at  present  afTilialed  with 
District  Councils  or  State  Councils  make  such 
affiliations  or  form  such  Councils  where  none 
exist,  and  that  they  take  concerted  action  in 
the  drive  to  restore  our  trade  to  its  rightful 
place  in  the  construction  industry;  also  that 
they  use  their  prestige  and  hrnd  every  cfTort 
to  influence  architects  to  specify  lath  and 
plaster  in  place  of  substitutes. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  that  portion. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  that  portion 
of  the  Committee's  report  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the 
question?  (Question  was  called  for.)  Any 
remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered.  Third  portion. 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  The  next  couple 
arc  not  controversial.  I  will  go  through  it  if 
you  like. 

The  Committee  fuithrr  recommends  that 
the  delegates  assembled  here  take  back  to  their 
local  membership  the  thought  that  it  is  the 
duty  and  obligation  of  every  member  of  the 
International  Union  to  advance  the  cause  of 
unions  and  cooperation  at  every  opportunity 
and  to  promote  the  use  of  lath  and  plaster, 
realizing  this  is  the  only  means  to  effect  the 
survival  of  our  business. 

I  move  its  adoption. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  that  portion  of  the 
report  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Question  was 
called  for.)  Any  remarks?  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  Number  4.  Your 
Committee  also  recommends  that  the  remarks 
and  facts  placed  before  this  convention  by  the 
various  speakers  on  Tuesday  be  given  further 
consideration  by  the  delegates  and  that  these 
thoughts  be  brought  back  to  their  local  mem- 
bership. 

I  move  its  adoption. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  that  portion 
of  the  Committee's  report  be  adopted.  You 
have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  (Question  was  called  for.)  Any 
remarks?   All   those    in   favor   will    give  th? 
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usual  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  DA\TDSON:  Number  5.  Our 
committee  is  in  accord  and  feels  that,  due  to 
the  scope  of  our  work,  that  the  minimum  of 
apprentice  training  time  be  increased  to  three 
years  and  that  all  apprentices  be  trained  in 
all  branches  of  our  trade,  whenever  possible. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  action  taken 
this  morning  dealt  with  that  subject  matter, 
and  we  decided  that  it  came  under  the  auton- 
omous rights  of  the  local  unions  to  designate 
as  to  what  the  time  might  be,  and  as  I  take  it, 
your  recommendation  is  only  in  the  form  of  a 
recommendation,  and  it  is  not  supposed  to  be 
compulsory  as  law  of  the  organization. 

BROTHER  DAVIDSON:  It  is  in  the  form 
of  a  suggestion. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY  (Local  42):  Well, 
Mr.  Chairman,  just  for  a  point  of  information, 
while  this  recommendation  is  not  law  if  adopted 
by  the  Convention,  it  is  in  conflict  with  the  ac- 
tion taken  this  morning  wherein  we  concurred 
with  the  resolution  opposing  the  same  thing. 
As  this  was  a  matter  of  local  autonomy,  it  does 
set  policy. 

I  move  that  this  portion  of  the  report  be 
filed. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  this  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
be  filed.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  J.  B.  RAIRIGH  (West  Penn 
District  Council):  Brother  Chairman,  I  think 
there  should  be  something  in  that  resolution  or 
in  that  report  dealing  with  apprentice  attend- 
ing school  at  least  three  terms  a  year,  where 
they  can  learn  the  theory  and  mathematics, 
and  the  practical  end  of  it  we  can  teach  them 
on  the  job.  I  think  they  should  be  forced  to 
attend  school  at  least  three  terms  a  year  during 
their  apprenticeship. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? All  those  in  favor  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying 
"aye" — which  carries  with  it  the  amendment 
to  eliminate  it,  of  course.  All  those  opposed? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  E.  O.  DUNKIN  (Local  366): 
I  am  a  little  confused  here.  Are  our  apprentices 
now  on  a  two-year  or  three-year  basis? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  a  matter 
for  the  local  union.  The  law  remains  as  it  is. 


but  the  local  union  can  specify  three  years  or 
four  years  if  they  want  to. 

BROTHER  DUNKIN:  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
further  committee  to  report?  We  will  now  pro- 
ceed with  the  special  order,  which  is  the 
nomination  of  officers  for  the  coming  year. 

BROTHER  R.  WETZEL  (Local  5):  Brother 
Chairman,  I  don't  know  whether  we  have  had 
a  final  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee 
or  not.  Mine  hasn't  been  read.  Brother  Hag- 
gerty  this  morning,  as  I  understand  it — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  report  of 
the  Resolutions  Committee  was  only  a  partial 
report,  and  they  are  not  ready  to  report  the 
balance.  They  will  be,  later  on. 

If  there  is  no  objection,  we  will  proceed 
into  the  nomination  of  officers.  I  will  turn 
the  gavel  over  to  First  Vice-President  Hagen. 

.  .  .  First  Vice-President  Hagen  assumed 
the  Chair  .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  HAGEN:  NOMINATIONS 
FOR  GENERAL  PRESIDENT  ARE  NOW 
OPEN. 

BROTHER  W.  E.  O'CONNOR  (Western 
New  York  District  Council):  Brother  McSorley. 

BROTHER  G.  T.  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council):  Brother  Chairman,  it  is  a  privilege 
and  an  honor  to  stand  before  this  Convention 
this  afternoon  and  place  in  nomination  one 
with  whom  I  have  worked  as  an  official  of  this 
organization,  one  whom  I  have  known  in  my 
younger  days,  as  an  early  member  of  this 
International  Union.  It  goes  back  many  years. 
I  wish  the  delegates  would  bear  with  me  for  a 
few  minutes  until  I  cover  the  road  of  this 
young  man  as  I  have  known  him. 

Picture,  if  you  will,  a  tall  young,  slim 
fellow,  long  coat  and  hard  hat,  leaving  the 
City  of  Brotherly  Love  48  years  ago,  traveling 
to  the  state  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  traveled, 
not  in  the  Pullmans  of  today,  but  in  a  coach, 
to  that  little  city  along  the  side  of  the  great 
Mississippi  River,  East  St.  Louis.  Not  to  a 
gathering  as  you  see  here  today,  but  to  less 
than  24  members,  delegates  to  that  convention. 

These  delegates  who  came  to  that  convention 
came  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  organiza- 
tion, not  for  politics.  Their  minds  were  set  on 
the  advancement  of  the  organization,  to  build 
this  great  organization  out  on  the  prairie  that 
you  are  attending  here  in  this  convention. 

Many  a  man  who  was  at  that  assembly  in  that 
organization  remembers  that  it  was  not  in  a 
large  hall  like  you  are  in  here  today,  but 
just  in  a  labor  hall.  They  didn't  come  into 
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a  grand  hotel.  No,  tticy  clidn'l  have  one. 
Many  a  delrgate  who  was  at  that  inpetini?  had 
his  hatchet  in  his  \est  so  that  hr  could  work 
probably  on  the  way  back,  to  carry  him  along. 

They  were  missionaries  to  this  great  organiza- 
tion. They  were  the  ones  that  helped  to  make 
it.  And  when  you  go  over  the  list  of  the 
Executive  Council,  or  Executive  Board,  as  they 
railed  it,  you  will  find  later  on  men  like 
Eddie  Murphy,  Eddie  Kelly,  Luke  McKinney, 
and  men  that  I  could  continue  to  name,  who 
were  part  and  parcel  of  building  this  organiza- 
tion. 

But  this  brilliant  young  man,  who  was 
elected  over  the  representatives  of  the  local 
with  which  I  was  affiliated,  had  more  on  his 
mind  than,  as  I  said  previously,  politics.  He 
had  the  future  and  the  building  of  this  organi- 
zation. And  one  of  the  things  that  he  saw 
that  would  bring  about  the  assembly  that  we 
are  gathered  in  here  today — and  bear  in 
mind  it  was  one  of  the  things  that  brought  about 
its  growth — was  that  the  injury  to  one  was  the 
concern  of  all.  And  he  left  that  as  one  of 
the  foremost  things  of  this  organization,  that 
he  would  try  to  the  best  of  his  ability  to  bring 
that  about.  In  my  estimation,  that  was  one  of 
the  things  that  he  did. 

When  he  passed  through  many  of  the  roads 
from  the  office  in  Cleveland,  he  didn't  travel, 
as  I  said  previously,  in  Pullmans.  Yes,  he  re- 
ceived $1.50  a  day  for  his  expenses.  He  went 
by  coach  to  many  of  the  places  where  he 
was  asked  to  assist.  He  went  there,  probably 
met  other  representatives  that  were  in  this 
coach.  Times  were  tough.  Sometimes  he  would 
meet  with  some  other  representatives,  and  they 
slept  together  in  the  hotel,  not  like  this. 

Those  were  the  things  that  he  went  through 
during  the  hard  times  and  building  up  this 
organization.  And  sometimes  I  myself  grieve  at 
the  criticism  that  is  cast  as  to  how  this  organi- 
zation was  built  and  why  so  many  of  the 
things  should  be  done  that  they  should  be 
given  that  weren't  done. 

1  want  to  say  to  this  assembly,  this  young 
man  that  I  spoke  of  then,  his  mind  is  still 
as  clear  as  it  was  then.  And  when  I  say  that,  I 
say  that  with  all  sincerity,  because  during  the 
time  of  Samuel  Gompers,  that  little  Jew  from 
the  East  Side,  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  who  said  that  to  be  an 
American  is  one  of  the  greatest  possessions  a 
man  can  have,  and  secondly  to  be  a  good  trade 
iinionist  is  next — ^my  candidate  for  ihi^  office 
sat  in  conference  many  times  with  Samuel 
Gompers. 


It  w.is  stated  here  only  yesterday  or  the 
day  before  yesterday  by  one  of  the  previous 
speakers  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  this  man 
that  I  am  going  to  present  to  you  is  held.  I  do 
not  want  to  carry  on  any  further.  You  know 
him  as  well  as  L  His  brilliant  character.  Hi» 
associates  within  the  building  industry  hold 
him  in  high  esteem,  as  well  as  you  or  I. 

I  give  to  you  this  man,  and  I  present  for 
his  election  as  the  leader  of  this  21st  Inter- 
national Union  Convention,  William  J.  Mc- 
Sorley. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose,  applauded,  and 
cheered  .  .  . 

BROTHER  KIOES:  The  New  York  State 
Council  wishes  to  second  the  nomination  of 
William  J.  McSorley. 

BROTHER  L.  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  Mr. 
Chairman,  Delegates,  it  has  always  been  a  priv- 
ilege to  me  to  attend  these  conventions  and 
place  in  nomination  many  of  the  nominees 
that  I  feel  arc  qualified  for  ofiFice.  But  in  this 
particular  case  I  felt  that  I  should  relinquish 
the  honor  I  have  had  for  the  last  few  years 
to  Brother  Moore,  as  an  older  member  and 
associate  and  friend  of  our  General  President. 
But  I  want  to  rise  at  this  time  to  second  the 
nomination,  in  behalf  of  my  own  local  union, 
of  which  President  McSorley  is  still  a  mem- 
ber, and  the  Tri-state  District  Council  and  the 
West  Penn  District  Council. 

BROTHER  P.  W.  MULLANE:  The  New 
Jersey  State  Council  of  Lathers  wishes  to  be 
recorded  that  every  local  union  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Brother  McSorley. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN:  As  Chairman  of 
the  California  delegation  I  would  like  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  our  President.  The  only 
thing  further  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Committee  yesterday  expressed  our 
feelings,  in  that  I  think  that  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  had  a  great  deal  more 
experience  with  Brother  McSorley  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Building  Trades  Council  and  as 
President  of  the  State  Council  of  Lathers. 
When  I  came  in  a  green  kid,  with  need  of  help, 
every  time  I  went  to  Brother  McSorley,  I  got 
it.  It  didn't  make  any  difference  whether  it  was 
help  for  the  Lathers  or  whether  it  was  help 
for  any  other  trade.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
wise  guidance  of  our  General  President,  Neil 
Haggerty,  and  others  like  him,  we  would  not 
be  in  California  what  we  are  today,  and  I 
know  what  it  was  when  I  came  in  there  in 
1932. 
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I  therefore  second  the  noiniii.ition  of  Brother 
McSorley  on  behalf  of  tlie  California  dele- 
tration. 

BROTHER  W.  M.  MATTHEWS:  As  a 
representative  of  Local  46,  I  would  like  to 
second  the  nomination  of  our  General  Presi- 
dent. 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20):  On  be- 
half of  the  Lathers  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  of 
which  I  am  Chairman,  we  want  to  go  on  rec- 
ord seconding  the  nomination  of  William  J. 
McSorley. 

CHAIRMAN  HAGEN:  You  arc  supposed  to 
include  Missouri  in  that,  you  know. 

BROTHER  J.  E.  FERGUSON  (Local  2): 
Speaking  for  the  delegates  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  we  wish  to  wholeheartedly  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  McSorley.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  R.  WETZEL  (Local  5):  Speak- 
ing for  the  members  of  the  Detroit  locals,  I 
am  sure  that  I  endorse  the  nomination  of  the 
President,  and  I  am  sure  my  brothers  do,  also. 

BROTHER  L.  F.  SHIPMAN:  I  wish  to 
second  the  nomination  of  our  General  Presi- 
dent for  the  Volunteer  State  Council  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

BROTHER  FAIRBANKS:  It  is  a  pleasure 
for  us  to  second  the  nomination  of  our  great 
President. 

BROTHER  F.  C.  BURKE  (Local  142): 
Every  local  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has 
instructed  me  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  McSorley. 

BROTHER  H.  R.  WELLER  (Inter-Provin- 
cial Council):  On  behalf  of  the  Canadian  dele- 
gation of  Lathers,  it  is  our  pleasure  to  second 
the  nomination  of  William  J.  McSorley  as 
General  President. 

BROTHER  C.  RIVERS:  On  behalf  of  the 
Nutmeg  State  Council,  we  want  to  go  on  rec- 
ord as  seconding  the  nomination  of  William 
J.  McSorley. 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH:  On  behalf  of 
the  Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  and 
Vicinity  District  Council,  it  is  indeed  a  pleas- 
ure to  second  the  nomination  of  our  great 
President,  William  J.  McSorley. 

BROTHER  E.  J.  CALE  (Local  9):  I  would 
like  to  second  the  nomination  of  President  Mc- 
Sorley. 

BROTHER  K.  E.  MITCHELL  (Local  82): 
We  want  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
McSorley. 

BROTHER  W.  TURNER:  On  behalf  of  the 
Washington  and  Oregon  State  Council  of  Lath- 


ers, I  wish  to  second  tlie  nomination.  That 
covers  British  Columbia,  Washington,  Oregon, 
Montana,  Idaho,  and  Nevada. 

BROTHER  WEHLING  (Local  238):  On 
behalf  of  the  delegates  of  the  State  of  New 
Mexico,  I  wish  to  second  the  nomination  of 
General  President  William  J.  McSorley. 

CHAIRMAN  HAGEN:  Arc  there  any  fur- 
ther nominations?  Motion  has  been  made  that 
the  nominations  be  closed.  All  in  favor  sig- 
nify by  saying  "aye";  those  opposed?  It's  unan- 
imous. 

.  .  .  President  McSorley  rcsimied  the 
Chair  .  .  . 

(Applause) 

VOICE:  Mr  President,  I  believe  you  are  out 
of  order  when  you  closed  the  nominations. 
After  all,  these  have  been  seconded,  but  maybe 
somebody  else  wants  to  nominate  somebody. 
I  don't  think  the  nominations  should  be 
closed  yet. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chairman 
at  the  time  asked,  "Are  there  any  further  nom- 
inations?" Nobody  seemed  to  respond,  but  if 
you  want  to  reopen  them  again,  it's  all  right 
with  me. 

VOICES:  Move  we  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  W.  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386): 
I  move  we  proceed  with  the  nominations  as 
scheduled. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  not,  we  will 
proceed  with  the  nominations. 

NEXT  IS  THE  NOMINATION  OF  1ST 
VICE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  K.  STROUP  (Missouri  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  Brother  Delegates,  I 
would  like  to  place  in  nomination  a  man  who 
has  been  associated  with  us,  who  I  have  been 
associated  with  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
a  man  that  we  all  know.  I  can  stand  here  for 
an  hour  and  tell  of  his  many  accomplishments, 
but  I  don't  think  it  would  be  necessary,  because 
we  all  know  him.  We  know  him  for  his  book, 
"Craft  Problems,"  covering  the  trade  as  far  as 
possible.  I  wish  to  place  in  nomination  Harry 
J.  Hagen  for  1st  Vice  President.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS:  Local  46  wishes 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Harry 
Hagen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Harry 
Hagen  has  been  nominated. 
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BRC)1'HE,R  KU)P:S:  New  York  State  (loiin- 
ril  wishes  to  scrond  the  nomination  of  H;irr\ 
Hagen  for  1st  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  Speaking  on  be- 
half of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  we  want  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Harry  Hagen  for 
1st  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
California  delegation  wishes  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Hagen. 

BROTHER  BURKE:  The  Massachusetts 
State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  sec- 
onding the  nomination  of  Brother  Hagen. 

BROTHER  ESHE  (Local  27):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, Local  27  of  Kansas  City  wishes  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination. 

BROTHER  C.  RIVERS:  The  Nutmeg  State 
Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Harry  Hagen. 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20):  The  Illi- 
nois State  Council  of  Lathers  wants  to  go  on 
record  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Hagen. 

BROTHER  J.  E.  PARKER  (Lake  Erie  Dis- 
trict Council):  For  the  entire  State  of  Ohio  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Harry  Hagen  for  First  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  L.  BRODEUR:  On  behalf  of  the 
West  Penn  District  Council  and  the  Tri-Statc 
District  Council,  I  wish  to  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  Brother  Hagen  for  1st  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

BROTHER  G.  M.  MORRICE:  As  Secre- 
tary of  the  Inter-Provincial  Council  of  Can- 
ada, I  wish  to  at  this  time  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  Brother  Hagen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Arc  there  any 
further  nominations? 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions be  closed  for  Brother  Harry  Hagen  for 
the  office  of  1st  Vice  President.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Ready  for  the  question?  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

NOW  WE  ARE  OPEN  FOR  THE  OFFICE 
OF  2ND  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN:  In  our  meetings 
of  the  California  delegation — and  we  have  also 
had  Arizona  represented — -we  have  agreed  to 
unanimously  place  before  this  convention  the 


name  of  our  2nd  Vice  President.  There  is  no 
use  of  my  taking  up  your  time.  All  of  you 
delegates  know  what  Neil  Haggerty  has  been 
to  this  International  Union.  We  in  particular, 
in  California,  know  what  Neil  Haggerty  has 
done  for  this  International  Union.  I  think  he 
is  well  enough  known.  However,  if  I  had  the 
vocabulary  and  the  eloquence  of  George  T. 
Moore  I  would  be  glad  to  say  what  he  said 
about  Mac.  I  haven't  got  it.  You  know  him. 
I  don't  want  to  take  up  your  time.  You  are 
going  to  vote  for  him  anyway.  So  I  place  his 
name  before  you.  Brother  Neil  Haggerty.  (Ap- 
plause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  C.  J 
Haggerty  has  been  nominated. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  On  behalf  of  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Lathers,  I  wish  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Neil  Haggerty  as  2nd 
Vice  President  of  the  International. 

BROTHER  C.  B.  GARISS  (Local  172):  As 
President  of  the  California  State  Council  of 
Lathers,  I  wish  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Haggcil/. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  The  New  Jersey 
State  Council  of  Lathers  wishes  to  go  on  rec- 
ord for  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Haggerty  for  2nd  Vice 
President. 

BROTHER  G.  T.  MOORE:  It  has  been  a 
privilege  of  mine  for  a  number  of  years — since 
1929 — to  second  the  nomination  of  Cornelius 
J.  Haggerty  for  2nd  Vice  President.  But  I  do 
want  to  say  a  few  words.  He  is  worthy  of  any- 
thing that  has  been  stated  by  the  previous 
speaker  who  placed  his  name  in  nomination.  He 
is  one  of  the  outstanding  officials  of  this  organi- 
zation, in  my  estimation,  and  I  think  he  is  a 
great  leader,  not  only  in  the  State  of  California 
but  throughout  the  United  State  and  Canada, 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the 
nomination  for  the  entire  delegation  of  the 
Illinois  State  Council. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS:  I  wish  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Neil  Haggerty,  on  behalf 
of  Local  46. 

BROTHER  BUNDY:  It  gives  me  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Haggerty  as  2nd  Vice  President,  on 
behalf  of  the  Lone  Star  State  Council. 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  a  pleasure  for  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Cornelius.  Nobody 
knows  about  his  ability,  I  think,  better  than  I. 
I  have  worked  with  him  for  many  years  on 
International  problems. 
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BROTHER  BURKE:  The  Massachusetts 
State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Delegate  Haggerty  for 
2nd  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  J.  A.  HENRY:  The  North  Caro- 
lina State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as 
seconding  Brother  Haggerty's  nomination  for 
2nd  \'ice  President. 

BROTHER  F.  J.  HORAN  (Local  315):  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Cornelius  J.  Haggerty. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON  (Local  2):  Mr. 
Chairman,  speaking  for  the  Ohio  delegation 
and  also  the  city  of  Huntington,  West  Virginia, 
we  desire  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Neil  Haggerty. 

BROTHER  RIVERS:  The  State  Council  of 
Connecticut  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Neil  Haggerty. 

BROTHER  TURNER:  The  Washington  and 
Oregon  State  Council  wants  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Neil  Haggerty. 

BROTHER  SHIPMAN:  The  Volunteer 
State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Brother  Haggerty.  Dele- 
gates of  Tennessee  included. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations  ? 

BROTHER  BOSTROM  (Local  43):  Salt 
Lake  City  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing Neil  Haggerty. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations?  If  not,  a  motion  to  close 
the  nominations  is  in  order. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  nominations 
for  the  office  of  2nd  Vice  President  close  on 
Brother  Neil  J.  Haggerty  for  the  ensuing  term. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying  "aye;"  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

NEXT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  3RD  VICE 
PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  BURKE  (Local  142):  It  gives 
me  great  pleasure  in  attending  this  convention, 
as  it  did  in  Los  Angeles,  to  present  to  you  the 
delegate  of  the  New  England  States  as  your  3rd 
Vice  President,  John  P.  Cook.  I  so  present  his 
name  to  you  today  as  the  nomination  from  the 
New  England  States. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  John  P. 
Cook  has  been  nominated. 


BROTHER  MATTHEWS:  Local  46  wishes 
to  second  the  nomination. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  The  New  York  State 
Council  wishes  to  second  the  nomination  of 
John  P.  Cook  for  3rd  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  West  Penn  State  Council  and 
also  the  Tri-State  Council  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  Delaware,  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  John  P.  Cook  for  3rd  Vice 
President. 

BROTHER  R.  H.  McHALE  (Local  359): 
It  is  an  honor  and  a  privilege  for  me  to  stand 
before  these  many  delegates  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  John  P.  Cook.  Now,  we  in  New 
England  think  that  Johnny  Cook  has  done 
more  for  the  lathing  industry  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States  than  any  one  man.  He  is  a  man 
that  can  go  into  any  job  and  call  any  man 
working  with  tools  by  his  first  name.  As  I 
said  before,  it  is  an  honor  and  a  privilege  for 
me,  coming  from  the  smallest  state  in  the  Un- 
ion, to  second  the  nomination  of  John  Cook 
for  3rd  Vice  President.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  J.  B.  WHITE,  SR.  (Local  111): 
The  Badger  State  Council  of  Wisconsin  wishes 
to  second  the  nomination  of  John  P.  Cook  as 
3rd  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  A.  PAILLE  (Local  31):  It  is 
an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  endorse  this  man 
who  has  done  so  much  for  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. I  thank  you. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON  (Local  2):  The 
entire  State  of  Ohio  and  the  city  of  Hunting- 
ton, West  Virginia,  would  like  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Johnny  Cook. 

BROTHER  RIVERS:  The  Nutmeg  State 
Council  is  glad  to  endorse  John  P.  Cook. 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20):  Mr. 
Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  lathers  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  and  the  State  of  Illinois,  we  want 
to  go  on  record  in  regards  to  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Johnny  Cook. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  New  Jersey  wants 
to  go  on  record  seconding  the  nomination  of 
John  P.  Cook  for  3rd  Vice  President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  E.  J.  CARDINAL  (Local  439): 
Windsor,  Ontario,  Canada,  wishes  to  go  on 
record  for  the  members  of  its  local,  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Brother  Cook. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 
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...  It  wa.s  moved  and  regularly  srcondcd 
that  tiic  nominations  be  clo-scd  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  ha.s  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  .seconded  that  the  nomination.s 
close  on  Brother  John  P.  Cook  for  the  ofl'iee  of 
3rd  Vice  President.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in 
favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

NEXT  IS  THE  NOMINATIONS  FOR 
THE  OFFICE  OF  4TH  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  MULLANE :  It  is  a  great  honor 
for  me  to  get  up  and  place  before  this  conven- 
tion the  name  of  a  man  who  is  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  4th  Vice  Presidency.  He  is  a 
man  who  went  into  Local  143  in  Paterson,  as 
a  journeyman,  became  business  agent  and  be- 
came president  of  the  Building  Trades  Council 
of  that  city  and  vicinity,  and  was  called  to  New 
York  as  the  president  of  the  Building  Trades 
and  Construction  Trades  Council.  He  made 
that  job  a  full-time  job,  and  everybody  in  the 
state  could  call  on  him  for  service,  and  he 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  bring  renown  to  the 
lathers  in  that  state.  He  has  served  in  the 
majority  of  times  without  pay,  and  we  certainly 
think  it  is  a  wonderful  privilege  to  place  before 
this  convention  the  name  of  our  own  dynamo 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  Sal  Maso.  (Ap- 
plause) 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  The  spokesman  for  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Lathers  wants  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Brother  Sal  Maso. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS:  Local  46  wishes 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Sal  Maso 
for  4th  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  A.  F.  VOHDEN  (Local  102): 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  a  distinct  pleasure 
and  I  know  it's  an  extreme  privilege  to  stand 
here  and  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Maso.  Few  of  the  men  sitting  in  this  room  know 
of  the  efforts  he  has  put  forth  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country,  and  in  Washington  labor  circles.  His 
integrity  is  without  question.  He  has  done 
yeoman  service  for  the  labor  movement.  I 
don't  know  of  any  occasion  in  the  state  of  New 
Jersey — and  that  goes  for  the  lather  or  any 
one  of  the  trades  connected  with  the  Building 
Trades  Council,  when  they  have  called  for 
help,  that  he  did  not  respond,  and  with  no  pay 
whatsoever.  I  want  the  delegates  to  know  that 
he  is  highly  honored  and  respected  both  in  civil 
life  and  in  labor,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 


in  his  own  county,  and  in  labor  circles  in 
Washington.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Brother  Maso. 

BROTHER  O.  E.  ROBERTS  (Local  202): 
I  wish  to  second  the  nomination. 

BROTHER  J.  EARL  FERCUSON:  Mr. 
Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  delegates  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  City  of  Huntington,  West  Vir- 
ginia, we  wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Sal  Maso. 

BROTHER  K.  E.  MITCHELL  (Local  82)  : 
From  all  the  reports  we  have  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  we  certainly  would  be  lax  if  we 
didn't  get  up  here  and  second  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Sal  Maso  for  4th  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  B.  L.  HENRY  (Local  451):  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Maso  as  4th  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR:  Mr.  Chairman, 
once  again — -this  gets  repetitious,  and  some  of 
the  Brothers  who  never  attended  these  con- 
ventions wonder  what  it  is  all  about — but  never- 
theless I  want  to  take  this  opportunity,  on  be- 
half of  the  West  Penn  District  Council  and  the 
Tri-state  District  Council,  to  second  the  nomi- 
nation of  Brother  Maso. 

BROTHER  C.  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State 
Council)  :  We  want  to  go  on  record  as  endors- 
ing Sal  Maso. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  I  would 
be  remiss  in  my  duty  if  I  didn't  add  my  name 
to  the  seconding  of  the  nomination  of  a  com- 
patriot of  mine,  Sal  Maso.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions be  closed  for  the  ofTice  of  4th  Vice  Presi- 
dent on  Brother  Sal  Maso.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  was  called  for)  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye" ; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICE  OF  5TH 
VICE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council)  :  I  want  to  place  the  nomination 
for  5th  Vice  President  on  John  J.  Langan. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  John  J.  Langan 
has  been  nominated  for  the  ofTice  of  5th  Vice 
President.  Are  there  any  further  nominations? 

BROTHER  P.  W.  MULLANE  (New  Jersey 
State  Council)  :    We  know  what  Langan  has 
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done  not  only  throiiith  that  portion  of  the 
country  but  through  the  entire  length  and 
breadth  of  the  International.  It  is  a  distinct 
pleasure  and  privilege  for  New  Jersey  to  second 
the  nomination  of  John  J.  Langan  as  5th  Vice 
President. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council):  I  should  like  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Langan  for 
the  California  delegation  and  on  behalf  of 
myself  because  he  is  the  only  guy  in  the  dele- 
gation I  can  lick. 

BROTHER  J.  A.  HENRY  (North  Carolina 
State  Council):  We  wish  to  go  on  record  as 
seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother  John  J. 
Langan.  He  is  a  fellow  who  has  been  working 
very  closely  with  us  in  the  past  and  hope  to 
have  him  again. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46):  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brotlier  John  Langan. 

BROTHER  H.  G.  GIBSON,  Jr.  (Local  63)  : 
I  have  known  John  Langan  ever  since  I  came 
into  the  International  Union.  I,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  Local  63,  take  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  nomination  of  John  Langan. 

BROTHER  BURKE  (Local  142):  I  second 
the  nomination  of  Brother  John  Langan. 

BROTHER  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State  Coun- 
cil): We  wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Jack  Langan. 

BROTHER  ESCL.WON  (Local  50)  :  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Langan. 

BROTHER  O.  E.  ROBERTS  (Local  202): 
I  want  to  second  the  nomination  of  Jack 
Langan. 

BROTHER  L.  F.  SHIPMAN  (Volunteer 
State  Council  of  Tennessee)  :  In  behalf  of  the 
locals  of  Tennessee  I  should  like  to  go  on 
record  as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Langan. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Missouri 
wants  to  second  the  nomination.  The  Illinois 
delegate  was  supposed  to  mention  that.  He 
forgot. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  There  appear- 
ing to  be  none,  it  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  the   nominations  close  on  Brother  Jack 


Langan  for  the  ofl'ice  of  5th  Vice  President. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  6TH 
VICE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  J.  E.  PARKER  (Lake  Erie  Dis- 
trict Council)  :  Speaking  for  the  Buckeye  Coun- 
cil, the  Lake  Erie  District  Council,  and  Hunt- 
ington, West  Virginia,  and  Southern  Ohio 
District  Council,  I  wish  to  state  at  this  time 
that  we  have  a  man  that  we  have  known  for  a 
good  many  years,  a  man  who  has  given  every 
efTort,  plenty  of  his  time,  and  a  man  who  is 
endorsed  whole-heartedly  by  the  entire  State  of 
Ohio.  A  man  who  is  Business  Agent  of  his 
Local,  Local  2  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Secretary 
of  our  Lake  Erie  District  Council,  Secretary  of 
our  Buckeye  State  Council. 

We  feel  that  this  Brother  can  do  us  a  lot 
of  good.  At  this  time  it  gives  me  a  great  pleas- 
ure, and  it  is  quite  an  honor,  because  I  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  like  this  before,  to 
give  you  J.  E.  Ferguson  from  Local  2  for  Sixth 
Vice-President.  I  thank  you.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Fergu- 
son has  been  nominated  for  the  office  of  Sixth 
Vice  President. 

BROTHER  K.  E.  MITCHELL  (Local  82): 
Brother  Chairman,  having  been  instructed  by 
the  entire  Indiana  delegation  to  this  Conven- 
tion, it  gives  me  a  great  pleasure  to  second  the 
nomination  of  our  friend  and  neighbor  to  the 
East,  Brother  J.  E.  Ferguson,  for  Sixth  Vice- 
President.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  J.  M.  KIOES  (New  York  State 
Council) :  On  behalf  of  the  New  York  State 
Council,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  endorsing  the 
name  of  J.  Earl  Ferguson  for  Sixth  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

DELEGATE  H.  G.  GIBSON,  JR.  (Local 
63):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  instructed  by 
the  delegation  of  the  Southern  States  to  en- 
dorse J.  Earl  Ferguson  as  our  Sixth  Vice- 
President.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  P.  W.  MULLANE  (New  Jersey 
State  Council)  :  The  State  of  New  Jersey  wel- 
comes the  opportunity  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  new  man  into  the  office  as  Vice- 
President,  and  we  want  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Ferguson. 

BROTHER  E.  R.  GOFF  (Local  140):  I 
want  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Fer- 
guson. 

BROTHER  E.  J.  CALE  (Local  9)  :  I  would 
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like  lo  srcoiitl  llii-  iioiiiinatioii  of  Kail  I'ci nu.soii 

BROTHER  W.  M.  MATTHEWS  (Local 
46)  :  Mr.  Cliairman,  I'd  like  to  go  on  record 
as  endorsing  J.  Earl  Ferguson  for  the  ofTice  of 
Sixth  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  W.  EV.^NS  (Southern  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Council)  :  I  wish  to  go  on  record,  includ- 
ing Huntington,  West  Virginia,  to  endor.se 
whole-heartedly  anil  a  hundred  per  cent  the 
nomination  of  J.  E.  Tergu.son  for  our  Sixth 
Vice-President. 

BROTHER  R.  WETZEL  (Local  5):  Greater 
Detroit  wishes  to  express  the  same  thoughts 
toward  the  nomination  of  Brother  l'"erguson  of 
Ohio. 

BROTHER  G.  T.  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council)  :  It's  a  great  honor  to  second  the 
nomination  of  this  young  man  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  this  great  Inter- 
national Union  of  ours.  And  in  behalf  of  the 
Illinois  State  Council  of  Lathers,  and  I'd  also 
accept  the  privilege  that  was  given  me  by  the 
Missouri  State  Council,  they  gave  me  the  honor 
of  seconding  the  nomination  of  J.  Earl  Fer- 
guson. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

BROTHER  F.  C.  BURKE  (Local  142):  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Fergu- 
son for  the  office  of  Sixth  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  R.  E.  STUART  (Local  1):  I 
want  to  endorse  J.  Earl  Ferguson. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  C.  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State 
Council):  I  wish  to  endorse  Brother  Ferguson. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  further 
nominations?  It  has  been  regularly  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  nominations  close  for  the 
ofTice  of  Sixth  Vice-President  on  J.  Earl  Fergu- 
son of  Local  No.  2.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
(Question  was  called  for.)  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye"; 
contrary  ?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so 
ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  7TH  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  CALE  (Local  9):  It  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  nominate  Brother  J.  P.  Boyd  as 
Seventh  Vice-President,  one  of  our  old-timers. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  New  York  State  Council 
takes  great  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  name  of 


J.  1'.  Boyd  for  Srvenlli  \'i( c  I'l e.sldenl. 

BROTHER  P.  W.  MULLANE:  New  Jersey 
seconds  the  nomination  of  J.  P.  Boyd  for 
Seventh  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Brothers,  it's  a  privilege  again 
for  me,  on  behalf  of  the  West  Pcnn  District 
Council  and  the  Tri-State  Clouncil  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Brother  J.  P.  Boyd  for  Sev- 
enth \'ice-President. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46):  I  wish 
to  go  on  record  as  endorsini;  the  candidacy  of 
J.  P.  Boyd. 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH  (Dade,  Broward, 
Palm  Beach  Counties  and  Vicinity  District 
Council):  I  have  been  authorized  to  second 
the  nomination  for  Seventh  Vice-President  of 
J.  P.  Boyd. 

BROTHER  J.  E.  PARKER  (Lake  Erie  Dis- 
trict Council):  For  the  Buckeye  State  Council, 
Lake  Erie  District  Council,  the  Southern 
Ohio  District  Council,  and  Huntington,  West 
Virginia,  we  wish  to  go  on  record  endorsing 
Brother  Boyd. 

BROTHER  BURKE  (Local  142):  The 
Massachusetts  State  Council  wishes  to  go  on 
record  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Boyd. 

BROTHER  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State 
Council):  We  want  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Brother  Boyd,  too. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations?  There  appearing  to  be  none,  the 
motion  is  in  order  to  close  nominations. 

BROTHER  HAGEN:  I  make  a  motion  we 
close  the  nominations  on  Brother  Boyd,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations 
close  on  Brother  J.  P.  Boyd  for  Seventh  Vice- 
President.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All  those  in  favor 
will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye"; 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so 
ordered. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  THE  NEXT 
IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  8TH  \  ICE-PRESI- 
DENT. 

BROTHER  GOFF:  As  Chairman  of  the 
Texas  and  Oklahoma  Delegation,  I  have  been 
chosen  for  the  privilege  of  nominating  T.  G. 
Bundy.  It  was  an  overwhelming  majority  that 
voted  to  nominate  T.  G.  Bundy  for  this  ofTice. 


135 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  T.  G. 
Biindy  has  been  nominated. 

BROTHER  B.  B.  LINDSAY  (Local  230): 
Brother  Chairman,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  second  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Tom  Bundy  for  Eighth  Vice- 
President. 

BROTHER  R.  JOHNSON  (Local  435):  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  endorsing  Brother  T.  G. 
Bundy  for  Eighth  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  New  York  State  Council 
wishes  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomi- 
nation of  T.  G.  Bundy  for  Eighth  Vice- 
President. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  The  State  of  New 
Jersey  goes  on  record  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Bundy. 

BROTHER  J.  A.  HENRY  (North  Carolina 
State  Council):  We  wish  to  go  on  record 
as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother  Bundy. 

BROTHER  H.  G.  GIBSON,  JR.  (Local  63): 
We  wish  to  second  the  nomination,  for  the  en- 
tire Southern  States  delegation,  for  Brother 
Bundy. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations  ? 

BROTHER  WEHLING  (Local  238):  I  wish 
to  go  on  record  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Tom  Bundy  for  Eighth  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

BROTHER  F.  BROCKER  (Local  62):  I 
would  like  to  go  on  record  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Tom  Bundy. 

BROTHER  W.  H.  PALMER  (Local  224): 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  stand 
before  this  Convention  this  afternoon  and 
place  in  nomination  the  name  of  a  man  who 
is  well  known  to  this  Convention.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  place  in  nomination  the  name 
of  Brother  H.  H.  Fairbanks  to  succeed  himself 
as  Eighth  Vice-President  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
and  Metal  Lathers  International  Union.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Fair- 
banks has  been  nominated.  Is  there  any  further 
nominations?  If  not,  a  motion  to  close  the 
nominations  on  Brother  Bundy  and  Brother 
Fairbanks  will  be  in  order. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  the  nominations  close  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
regularly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomi- 
nations close  on  Brother  Bundy  and  Brother 
Fairbanks  for  the  office  of  Eighth  Vice-Presi- 
dent. You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  (Question  was  called 
for).  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 


consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it;  it's  so  ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  9TI1 
VICE-PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  GIBSON  (Local  63):  Mr.  Chair- 
man and  Delegates  to  the  Convention:  I  am 
going  to  offer  you  the  name  of  a  young  man. 
I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  how  long  I  have 
known  him,  because  he  is  about  the  same  age 
as  I  am.  He  and  I  were  initiated  into  the 
International  Union  on  the  same  day  of  the 
month.  The  only  thing  is  that  I  ranked  him 
by  one  month. 

He  has  performed  all  the  duties  that  have 
been  delegated  to  him,  and  he  has  held  several 
offices  in  Local  262  over  the  past  eight  years. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  Secretary  of  the 
Volunteer  State  Council  of  Tennessee,  and  he 
has  held  this  office  for  the  past  five  years.  He 
has  done  a  splendid  job  in  this  capacity.  He 
has  performed  an  excellent  job  in  all  of  his 
dealings  with  the  labor  movement  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee  and  in  the  South.  This  Brother 
has  had  many  labor  dealings  with  the  TVA 
authorities,  and  in  all  of  these  dealings  he  has 
always  come  out  in  labor's  favor. 

My  colleagues  and  I  know  that  he  would 
make  an  excellent  man  on  the  Executive 
Board.  He  has  always  worked  in  the  South  and 
for  the  labor  movement  of  the  South. 

He  is  a  young  man  of  noble  character,  is 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  of  his  col- 
leagues and  the  ones  who  know  him.  I  need  say 
no  more  at  this  time. 

Therefore,  I  offer  you  Brother  Lewis  F.  Ship- 
man  for  the  office  of  9th  Vice-President. 
(Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Ship- 
man  has  been  nominated  for  the  office  of  9th 
\^ice-President. 

BROTHER  KIOES:  Mr.  Chairman,  in  be- 
half of  the  New  York  State  Council,  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Lewis  Shipman  for  9th  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL  (Local  82): 
Brother  Chairman,  it's  with  deep  sorrow  in 
my  heart  and  in  the  heart  of  the  Indiana 
delegation  here  that  the  gentlemen  that  is  leav- 
ing the  9th  Vice-Presidency  leaves  us.  He  has 
been  a  personal  friend  of  mine  since  back  in 
my  apprentice  days  in  the  middle  '20's.  But  we 
know  that  "Dad"  Nicholas  has  asked  to  step 
out,  and  so  it  will  be  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege 
to  cement  this  relationship  between  the  North 
and  the  South.  I  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Lewis  Shipman  for  9th  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON  (Local  2):  Speak- 
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ing  for  tlic  Stale  of  Ohio  aiul  llic  City  of 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  via  the  grapevine 
we  learned  that  Brother  Shipman  had  been 
selected  to  replace  "Dad"  Nicholas.  The  Ohio 
Delegation,  after  investigation,  knows  that 
"Dad"  Nicholas  has  made  a  fine  selection,  along 
with  the  people  from  the  southern  states  of 
this  country. 

It  certainly  gives  us  a  great  pleasure  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Shipman 
from  the  southern  states. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  We  in  New  Jersey  would  like  to  pay 
our  tribute  to  "Dad"  Nicholas.  We  are  sorry 
to  see  him  go.  But  that  is  the  way  things  go— 
it  is  his  wish.  We  are  willing  to  go  along  with 
him,  and  we  are  going  to  wish  him  happy  days 
no  matter  where  he  goes.  And  it's  a  distinct 
pleasure  for  me  at  this  time  to  place  New 
Jersey  on  record  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Shipman. 

BROTHER  F.  BROCKER  (Local  62): 
Brother  President,  I  don't  believe  there  is  any 
city  in  the  United  States  that  will  miss  "Dad" 
Nicholas,  as  we  call  him,  or  "C.  R.,"  as  some 
called  him,  more  than  the  City  of  New 
Orleans,  and  62.  Because  he  came  in  there  a 
long  time  ago,  he  brought  that  town  up  from 
nothing  to  where  today  we  have  got  a  pretty 
nice  organization  down  there. 

I  want  to  congratulate  our  Brother  Ship- 
man.  I  know  that  every  member  in  this  hall 
that  knows  "Dad"  Nicholas  will  grieve  when 
he  leaves  this  International  Union,  because 
he  has  been  a  good,  faithful,  and  honest  worker 
for  the  International  Union.  I  thank  you  very 
kindly. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Brother  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Shipman. 

BROTHER  D.  L.  EVANS  (Local  514): 
Brother  President,  we  will  miss  "Dad"  Nicho- 
las, but  we  will  honor  Lewis  Shipman,  as  we 
believe  that  the  Carolina  boys  say  they  have 
got  something,  and  we  need  something.  And 
we  will  honor  Lewis  Shipman  and  be  glad  to 
have  him  in  our  jurisdiction.  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations  ? 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH  (Dade,  Broward, 
Palm  Beach  Counties  and  Vicinity  District 
Council):  We  regret  to  say  goodbye  to  "Dad," 
the  wonderful  man  that  he  has  been.  I  know  he 
was  offered  at  the  last  Convention  as  "The  rose 
of  New  Orleans."  We  say  goodbye,  "Dad," 
and  may  the  rose  bloom  forever. 

I  speak  for  the  entire  delegation  of  the  State 


of  I'lorida  in  scronrliiii;  the  noiiiinatinn  (>( 
Lewis  Shipmnn. 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  known  "Dad'I-  Nicholas  for  over 
30  years.  I  knew  he  was  going  to  retire.  He 
told  our  E.xecutive  Board  at  the  last  meeting. 
He  has  a  bad  heart  condition.  He  worked  in 
St.  Louis  as  a  foreman.  He  is  a  good  mechanic, 
good  organizer,  good  union  man.  We  arc  sorry 
to  sec  him  go.  But  we  want  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Shipman. 

BROTHER  HENRY  (North  Carolina  State 
Council):  We  wish  to  state  at  this  time,  for 
all  locals  in  North  Carolina,  we  feel  if  this 
man  is  elected  that  he  will  work  for  the  good 
of  the  International  as  much  as  he  has  in  this 
section  he  has  been  confined  to.  And  we  believe 
that  this  is  a  wise  and  well-placed  selection. 

BROTHER  C.  C.  TAYLOR  (Local  262): 
Speaking  in  behalf  of  the  Delegates  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  my  own  Local  262,  we  wish  to  go 
on  record  as  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Shipman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations  ?  There  seem  to  be  no  further 
nominations.  A  motion  will  be  in  order  to 
close. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  nominations  close  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions on  Brother  Shipman  close  for  the  office 
of  9th  Vice-President.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor,  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's 
so  ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  THE  NOMINATION  OF 
A  lOTH  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  C.  W.  KING  (Tri-state  District 
Council):  Mr.  President,  it  gives  me  a  great 
honor  here  today — I  have  carried  a  card  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  I  have  known  this  man 
for  a  long  time,  worked  with  him  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  He  has  represented  Local 
53  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  representative. 
I  would  like  to  put  in  nomination  the  name  of 
Lionel  Brodeur  of  Philadelphia  for  10th  Vice- 
President. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Brodeur 
has  been  nominated.  Any  further  nominations? 

BROTHER  KIOES:  In  behalf  of  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Lathers,  I  wish  to  second 
the  nomination  of  Lionel  Brodeur  for  10th 
\'ice-President. 
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HROI  HKR  Ml  1.1. ANK:  N<\v  Jciscy  State 
C'.ouiuil  wants  to  i;t>  on  iccord  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Brodeur  for  10th  \'irr- 
I'resident. 

BROTHER  O.  E.  ROBERTS  (Local  202)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  Missouri  and 
Illinois  State  Councils,  I  wish  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Brodeur. 

BROTHER  M.XTTHEWS  (Local  46):  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Lionel  Bro- 
deur of  Local  53. 

BROTHER  R.MRIGH:  Speaking  for  ilu 
West  Penn  District  Council  and  the  Tri-State 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, we  wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Brother  Brodeur  for  10th 
\'ice-President  of  the  International  L'nion. 

BROTHER  PARKER  (Lake  Erie  District 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  the  entire  State  of 
Ohio,  and  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  wish  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Brother  Brodeur  for 
10th  \'ice-President. 

BROTHER  RI\'ERS  (Nutmeg  State  Coun- 
cil ) :  W'v  want  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Brother  Brodeur. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations?  If  not,  a  motion  is  in 
order  to  close  the  nominations  on  Brother 
Brodeur  for  the  office  of  10th  \'ice-Presidcnt. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularh'  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  s<  conded  that  the  nomina- 
tions close  on  Brother  Brodeur.  You  ha\e  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  ha\e 
it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

THE  NEX  T  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  11111 
\  ICE-PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  F.  J.  WILBERT  (Local  61); 
Mr.  Chairman,  Brother  Members:  It  is  indeed 
an  honor  for  me  today,  after  attending  all 
these  past  conventions,  to  have  the  honor  ol 
placing  in  nomination  as  1 1th  Vice-President 
a  man  with  whom  I  have  worked  on  the  scaf- 
fold, and  with  whom  I  have  been  associated 
for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  now  a  great  pleas- 
ure for  me  to  nominate  Louis  Rodier  of  Local 
No.  20,  Springfield,  Illinois.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Rodier 
has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any  further 
nominations  ? 

BROTHER  KIOES:  Mr.  Chairman,  New 
York  State  Council  wishes  to  second  the  nom- 
ination of  Louis  Rodier  for  11th  Vice-President. 

BROTHER   MITCHELL    (Local  82): 


Brother  Chairnuin,  1  again  rise  for  the  entire 
delegation  from  the  State  of  Indiana  to  second 
the  nomination  of  a  man  that  we  think  is  just 
one  grand  guy.  Brother  Louis  Rodier.  (Ap- 
plause) 

BROTHER  ROBERTS  (Local  202):  Mr 
Chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  Illinois  State  Coun- 
cil, I  want  to  second  the  nomination  of  Lou 
Rodier. 

BROTHER  WHITE  (Local  111):  Mr 
c:hairman.  Badger  State  Council  wants  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Brother  Rodier. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  Mr.  Chairman. 
.\ew  Jersey  wants  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Brother  Rodier. 

BROTHER  BRODEl'R  (Local  5:?):  Mr. 
Chairman,  again  in  behalf  of  the  West  Penn 
District  Clouncil  and  Tri-State  Council,  I'd 
like  at  this  time  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Lou  Rodier.  They  have  an  awful  time, 
Mr.  Chairman,  between  Lou  Rodier  and  my- 
self in  getting  these  names  correct,  but  it's 
all  right. 

BROTHER  M.\TTHEWS  (Local  46):  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Louis  Rodier. 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH  (Dade,  Broward, 
Palm  Beach  Counties  and  Vicinity  District 
Council):  I  have  been  authorized  by  the  entire 
Southern  delegation  to  second  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Rodier  for  11  th  Vice  President.  We 
in  Florida  are  going  to  lay  claim  to  Brother 
Rodier  and  gi\e  you  his  address  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Journal  when  he  comes  down. 
'  .\pi)lause) 

BROTHER  W.  EVANS  (Southern  Ohio 
District  C'ouncil'i:  1  wish  to  speak  for  the  dele- 
gates of  Ohio  and  Huntington,  West  Virginia, 
and  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Rodier  for  11th  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  RI\'ERS  (Nutmeg  State  Coun- 
(  il ) :  I  wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Rodier. 

BROTHER  K.  STROUP  (Missouri  State 
Council):  The  Missouri  delegation  wishes  to 
go  on  record  as  endorsing  Brother  Rodier. 

BROTHER  GEORGE  MOORE  (Illinois 
State  Council):  So  the  delegates  won't  have 
any  misunderstanding  or  confusion  in  their 
minds,  I  take  this  personal  privilege  of  second- 
ing the  nomination  for  my  pal  whom  I  have 
associated  with  for  more  years  that  I  want  to 
mention.  He  and  I  have  traveled  this  road 
from  coast  to  coast,  from  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  I  did  want  to 
give  the  privilege  to  the  delegates  of  our  State 
Council  in  placing  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Rodier  to  this  con\(ntion.  As  I  stated  previ- 
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ously,  1  wiint  to  scconci  tlic  nomin.ition. 

BROTHER  BURKE  (Local  M2):  I  u^uit 
to  go  on  iTcoid  as  seconding  the  nomination. 

BROTHER  McVEY  (Local  74):  Chairman 
and  Brother  Dclegalcs:  I  feel  that  I  would  be 
very  remiss  if  I  didn't  mt  into  the  record  at 
this  time.  (Laughter)  I  have  known  the  candi- 
date who  is  before  you  for  years.  I  want  to  say 
to  you  sincerely  that  I  still  \ote  for  what  I  see 
and  hear.  I  am  not  seconding  this  nomination 
because  he  is  a  friend  of  mine.  I  am  seconding 
his  nomination  because  I  feel  that  he  is  well 
qualified  for  any  of  those  jobs  and  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  giving  you  the  sure  promise  that 
the  delegate  from  74  will  vote  for  Lou  Rodier. 
(Applause) 

BROTHER  E.  O.  DUNKIN  (Local  366): 
Three  years  ago  in  Los  Angeles  we  had  a  sit- 
uation come  up  there.  Our  delegate  was  sud- 
denly, just  a  few  days  before  the  convention, 
stricken  and  died  from  a  heart  attack.  Our  al- 
ternate was  sick  and  wasn't  able  to  attend 
and  we  had  a  special  meeting  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  and  a  letter  was  taken  to  the  Cre- 
dentials Committee  and  I  was  elected  to  serve 
on  that  as  a  delegate  to  this  convention.  I  gave 
that  letter  to  Brother  Lou  Rodier  and  he  did 
everything  in  his  power,  and  eventually — I 
think  it  was  the  second  day — I  was  put  in  as 
a  delegate.  And  Local  366  would  like  to  sec- 
ond the  nomination  of  Brother  Rodier. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations  ?  If  not,  a  motion  is  in 
order  to  close  the  nominations  on  Brother  Louis 
Rodier  for  the  office  of  11th  Vice  President. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nomina- 
tions close  for  the  office  of  11th  Vice  President 
on  Brother  Louis  Rodier.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  was  called)  All  those  in  favor  will 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye;"  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  12TH 
\TCE  PRESIDENT. 

BROTHER  W.  TURNER  (Washington  & 
Oregon  State  Council):  I  was  instructed  by 
the  entire  delegation  from  the  Northwest  to 
place  the  nomination  of  J.  J.  Mathis. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  J.  J. 
Mathis  has  been  nominated.  Are  there  any  fur- 
ther nominations  ? 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council):  I  should  like  to, 
on  behalf  of  the  California  delegation,  second 


tlie  nomination  of  Brother  Mathis.  Wr  ha\r 
remained  silent  before  purely  to  expedite  this 
convention.  We  don't  want  anyone  to  think 
that  we  weren't  for  all  the  candidates  named. 
There  seems  to  be  soine  (onfusion  in  respect 
to  Tom  Bundy.  He  Is  our  selection  and  we  en- 
dorse him. 

BROTHER  J.  M.  KIOES  (New  York  State 
Council):  I  wish  to  second  the  nomination  of 
J.  J.  Mathis  for  12th  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  New  Jersey  wants 
to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Brother  Mathis  for  12th  Vice  President. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  I  know 
this  is  the  twelfth  time  possibly  and  it  is  getting 
a  little  boring,  but  on  behalf  of  the  West  Penn 
District  Council  and  the  Tri-State  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  we  once 
again  wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Mathis  for   12th  Vice-President. 

BROTHER  R.  MOSGROVE  (Local  28): 
The  entire  delegation  of  Ohio  wants  to  go  on 
record  as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Mathis. 

BROTHER  V.  B.  WINTERS  (Local  49): 
I  wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  J.  J.  Mathis. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46):  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Brother  Mathis  from  Oregon. 

BROTHER  WHITE:  Badger  State  Council 
wishes  to  second  the  nomination  of  J.  J.  Mathis. 

BROTHER  SHIPMAN:  Our  Volunteer 
State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  sup- 
porting the  nomination  of  J.  J.  Mathis. 

BROTHER  M.  G.  FINLAYSON  (Local 
207):  This  may  be  an  oversight,  but  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Local  in  Vancouver  didn't  give  me 
the  authority  to  vote  for  any  Vice-President 
here.  But  I  am  sure  that  I  can  go  back  to 
\'ancouver  and  look  them  straight  in  the  face 
when  I  say  I  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Mathis  as  our  r2th  Vice-President  be- 
cause I  can  assure  you  in  the  last  three  years 
he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  assist  all  of  us. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  BURKE:  We  want  to  go  on 
record  as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Mathis. 

BROTHER  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State  Coun- 
cil): I  want  to  go  on  record  as  endorsing 
Brother  Mathis. 

BROTHER  STROUP:  The  Missouri  State 
Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  as  endorsing 
Brother  Mathis. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  be 
closed  for  the  ofTice  of  12th  Vice  President  on 
Brother  Mathis.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Arc  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Question  was 
called)  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

THE  NEXT  IS  THE  OFFICE  OF  GEN- 
ERAL SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  As  spokesman  for  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Lathers,  we  want  to  place  in 
nomination  Terry  Ford  for  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  our  International. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Terry  Ford  has 
been  nominated. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN:  On  behalf  of  the 
California  delegation,  it  gives  us  a  lot  of  honor 
and  pleasure  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Brother  Terry  Ford  for  Secretary-Treasurer. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  get  on  this  floor  and  second  the  nomination 
of  a  man  who  has  refused  to  autograph  a  check 
for  me  (laughter)  and  one  time  I  was  in  Cleve- 
land and  I  asked  him  if  I  could  make  a  local 
call  and  he  told  me  I  could  so  I  said  to  him, 
"Well,  I  want  to  call  Los  Angeles."  He  said, 
"You  want  to  call  what?"  I  said,  "I  want  to 
call  Los  Angeles."  He  said,  "What  do  you 
mean — a  local  call?"  "Well,"  I  said,  "it  is  an 
International  Union  so  isn't  that  a  local  call? 
It  is  within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States." 
(Laughter)  So,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  and  I  feel  a  great  honor 
upon  me  to  get  up  here  and  represent  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  and  second  the  nomination 
of  Terry  Ford  for  General  Secretary-Treasurer. 
( Applause ) 

BROTHER  WHITE  (Local  111):  I  second 
the  nomination  of  Terry  Ford. 

BROTHER  J.  B.MLEY  (Local  234):  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  for  Terry  Ford 
as  Secretary-Treasurer. 

BROTHER  PARKER  (Lake  Erie  District 
Council):  The  entire  State  of  Ohio  and  Hunt- 
ington, West  Virginia,  wishes  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Brother  Terry  Ford. 

BROTHER  STROUP:  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
Missouri  State  Council  wishes  to  go  on  record 
as  endorsing  Brother  Terry  Ford.  Best  regards 
from  our  Secretary. 

BROTHER  E.  DUNN  (Local  145):  I  wish 
to  go  on  record  and  all  of  Canada  wishes  to  go 
on  record  endorsing  Terry  Ford.  He  has  done 
a  wonderful  job.  I  hope  he  will  continue  doing 


the  same  for  many  years. 

BROTHER  H.  BALDWIN  (Mi  ssissippi 
Valley  District  Council)  :  On  behalf  of  the 
State  Council  of  Ohio,  and  all  the  delegates 
of  Ohio,  wc  would  like  to  go  on  record  as 
seconding  the  nomination  of  Terry  Ford. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL  (Local  82):  The 
entire  delegation  from  the  State  of  Indiana 
wants  to  go  on  record  as  endorsing  and  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Brother  Ford. 

BROTHER  BURKE  (Local  142):  I  wish 
to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomination 
of  Terry  Ford. 

BROTHER  RIVERS:  The  Nutmeg  State 
Council  are  very  happy  to  endorse  Terry  Ford. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  an) 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  M.  C.  C.  COX  (Local  449):  1 
should  like  to  place  a  name  in  nomination  that 
I  have  known  a  long  time,  for  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  Maybe  we  won't  give  quite  as  good 
a  speech  or  maybe  we  won't  carry  quite  as 
much  weight  as  a  few  of  the  speakers  ahead 
of  us  but  I  can  guarantee  that  this  man  is  well 
qualified  for  the  job.  He  is  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  State  Council  at  this  time.  He  has  held 
numerous  ofTices.  He  has  been  conscientious. 
On  top  of  that  he  is  a  lather.  He  has  worked 
at  the  trade  and  he  knows  our  conditions.  He 
will  attend  to  business.  I  would  like  to  give  you 
Sam  Robinson  of  San  Jose. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Sam 
Robinson  of  San  Jose,  Local  144,  has  been 
nominated. 

BROTHER  HENRY  (North  Carolina  State 
Council)  :  I  want  to  second  this  nomination. 
To  keep  this  democratic,  we  will  have  a  con- 
tested ballot  there.  I  don't  think  that  Brother 
Ford  has  any  worry  about  his  job.  (Laughter) 

BROTHER  A.  W.  RUBLE  (Local  131):  I 
wish  to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomina- 
tion of  Sam  Robinson  for  Secretary-Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  an) 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  M.  J.  FITCH  (Local  83):  I 
want  to  go  on  record  as  endorsing  Sam  Robin- 
.son.  He  is  a  worker  and  he  is  a  fighter  and  1 
think  we  need  some  new  blood  in  our  organi- 
zation. This  practically  isn't  going  to  be  an 
election.  What  I  mean  is  we  have  nominated 
one  man  for  each  office.  It  has  been  that  way 
all  the  way  through.  I  think  we  should  have  a 
little  competition.  I  think  that  the  men  whom 
we  elect  to  our  offices  would  be  much  more 
efficient  if  they  did  have  a  little  competition. 
It  isn't  a  healthy  condition  without  competi- 
tion. So  I  think  we  ought  to  elect  Sam  Robin- 
son. (Applause) 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

BROTHER  D.  ROE  (Local  190):  I  will 
second  that  nomination  of  Sam  Robinson. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  As  one  of 
the  names  that  have  been  mentioned  in  some 
of  the  circulars  that  are  going  around  the 
country  as  running  for  Secretary-Treasurer,  I 
wish  to  second  the  nomination  of  Terry  Ford 
for  Secretary-Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations?  If  not,  a  motion  is  in  order  to 
close  the  nomination  on  Brother  Ford  and 
Brother  Robinson. 

...  It  was  moved  and  regularly  seconded 
that  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations 
close  on  these  two  Brothers.  You  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Ques- 
tion was  called)  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
The  "ayes"  have  it  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  COX  (Local  449):  I  should 
like  for  Sam  Robinson  to  stand  for  a  minute. 
Let  everybody  see  him,  please.  (Applause) 

.  .  .  The  candidate  arose  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  THE  NEXT 
IS  THE  DELEGATE  TO  THE  BUILDING 
AND  CONSTRUCTION  TRADES  DE- 
PARTMENT AND  THE  AMERICAN  FED- 
ERATION OF  LABOR  CONVENTIONS. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council) :  The  New  York  State  Council 
wishes  to  nominate  as  delegate  to  the  Building 
and  Construction  Trades  Department  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  Walter  M. 
Matthews. 

BROTHER  STROUP  (Missouri  State  Coun- 
cil) :  The  State  of  Missouri  wants  to  second 
the  nomination. 

BROTHER  MULLANE :  New  Jersey  wishes 
to  go  on  record  as  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Walter  Matthews. 

BROTHER  RODIER  (Local  20)  :  The  State 
of  Illinois  wants  to  go  on  record  as  seconding 
the  nomination  of  Walter  Matthews  to  repre- 
sent our  International  at  the  Building  and  Con- 
struction Trades  Department  and  the  .American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  The 
West  Penn  District  Council  and  the  Tri-State 
District  Council  wish  to  second  the  nomination. 

BROTHER  R.  H.  McH.^LE  (Local  359): 
Providence,  Rhode  Island  wants  to  go  on  rec- 
ord as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Walter 
Matthews. 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  An-  there  any 
further  nominations? 

BROTHER  BURKE:  The  Massachusetts 
State  Council  wants  to  go  on  record  as  second- 
ing the  nomination  of  Walter  Matthews. 

BROTHER  EVANS.  Representing  the  South- 
ern Ohio  District  Council,  and  speaking  for  all 
the  delegates  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  Hunt- 
ington, West  Virginia,  wc  wish  to  go  on  record 
as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Walter 
Matthews. 

BROTHER  WHITE:  I  wish  to  go  on  record 
as  seconding  the  nomination  of  Brother 
Matthews. 

BROTHER  HENRY:  North  Carolina  State 
Council  wishes  to  go  on  record  at  this  time 
as  seconding  this  nomination. 

BROTHER  RIVERS  (Nutmeg  State  Coun- 
cil) :  I  want  to  endorse  Walter  Matthews. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  nom- 
inations? It  has  been  regularly  moved  and 
seconded  that  the  nominations  close  on  Walter 
Matthews  as  Delegate  to  the  Building  and  Con- 
struction Trades  Department  as  well  as  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Now  at 
this  time,  if  I  am  in  order,  I  want  to  make  a 
motion  to  the  effect  that  the  Secretary  will  cast 
one  ballot  for  each  of  the  uncontested  offices, 
and  that  the  ballot  to  be  printed  tomorrow  will 
only  contain  the  names  of  the  contestants  of 
the  8th  Vice  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Chair 
would  rule  that  out  of  order.  Everybody's  name 
has  got  to  be  on  the  ballot  to  make  it  a  legal 
ballot. 

BROTHER  RIZZO:  The  motion  to  cast  a 
vote  by  the  Secretary  of  those  uncontested  is 
out  of  order? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes.  It  won't 
be  cast  until  tomorrow,  and  it  will  be  by  ballot 
vote. 

BROTHER  RIZZO:  Withdraw. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  question  be- 
fore the  house  is  the  closing  of  the  nominations 
for  delegate  to  the  Building  Trades  and  A.  F. 
of  L.  conventions,  on  Walter  Matthews. 

BROTHER  LANGAN  (Local  226)  :  Move 
they  be  closed. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Regularly  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  nomination  be  closed. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question  ?  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
usual  consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Now  then,  NEXT  IS  THE  NAMING  OF 
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IHE  CONVF.N TIO.N  CITY. 

BROTHER  MATTHEWS  (Local  46): 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  wolud  like  to  take  the  next 
ronvcntion  to  the  city  of  New  York  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  city  of  New 
\'ork  lias  hecn  placed  in  nomination.  Are  there 
any  f\irtlirr  nominations? 

BROTHER  R.  WETZEL  (Local  No.  5): 
.\bout  three  years  ago  Detroit  asked  for  the 
convention,  but  today  we  are  willing  to  by- 
pass the  convention  for  New  York. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
other  nominations? 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jensey  State 
C^ouncil')  :  I  was  going  to  invite  the  convention 
there,  but  Matthews  beat  me  to  it.  I  would  like 
to  see  the  convention  called  to  New  York  City. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further 
nominations?  If  not,  a  motion  is  in  order  to 
close  the  nominations  on  New  York  City. 

...  It  was  regularly  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  nominations  be  closed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Moved  and 
seconded  that  the  nominations  for  the  next 
convention  city  be  closed  on  the  name  of  New 
York.  .Ml  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  D.  A.  McVEY  (Local  74):  I 
move  that  the  President  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  seven  to  conduct  the 
election  tomorrow,  to  count  the  votes. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Maybe  you  had 
better  get  somebody  else  other  than  the  Presi- 
dent. I  may  have  a  long  sleeve. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  I  didn't  include  that 
the  President  be  appointed  on  it.  I  didn't  want 
any  of  the  candidates  on  there,  because  then 
they  might  use  a  short  pencil.  But  I  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  have  a  committee  .so  that 
after  we  will  receive  our  ballots  we  won't  have 
to  go  back  and  let  Jim  Jones  and  Frank  Smith 
look  over  how  we  are  voting. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  appoint 
a  committee  right  prior  to  the  election,  McVey. 

Is  there  any  further  business  to  come  before 
the  convention? 

BROTHER  K.  E.  MITCHELL  (Local  82): 
This  is  a  little  unusual,  but  I  think  it  is  only 
fit  and  proper  that  this  body  of  men  ask 
Brother  Chairman  if  you  would  call  Brother 
"Dad"  Nicholas  to  the  rostrum.  He  was  leav- 
ing the  convention  today — he  was  going  to 
sneak  out — and  I  think  every  man  should 
rise  at  this  time. 

Will  you  call  Brother  Nicholas  to  the  stand, 
Mr  Chairman? 

PRESIDENT  xMcSORLEY:  Cm  on  up, 
"Dad,"  and  say  a  few  words. 


.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

BROTHER  C.  R.  NICHOLAS:  Well,  1 
just  don't  know  whether  this  applause  is  be- 
cause you  are  glad  to  get  rid  of  me,  or  what 
it  is  for.  (Laughter.)  But  I  would  like  to  say 
this.  I  am  retired.  I  have  enjoyed  my  term, 
have  made  lots  of  friends,  and  I  want  to  take 
it  easy  now.  But  a  lot  of  you  want  to  be 
pestered,  and  at  the  next  convention  you  are 
going  to  be  pestered  by  me. 

That's  about  all  I  have  to  say. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
further  committee  ready  to  report?  Is  the 
Committee  on  Grievances  ready  to  report? 

BROTHER  J.  P.  COOK:  No.  Tomorrow 
morning. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  the  Commit- 
tee on  Resolutions  and  Law  ready  to  make  anv 
further  report  at  this  time? 

If  not,  we  will  have  announcements. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council)  :  I  would  like  to  know 
if  a  motion  would  be  in  order  to  instruct 
the  Secretary  to  draw  a  proper  scroll  for 
"Dad"  Nicholas  for  his  long  term  of  office, 
indicating  what  we,  the  delegates,  and  those 
who  have  been  previously  delegates,  know 
what  "Dad"  has  done  for  this  organization.  If 
so,  I  would  like  to  move  it. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  severally  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  International  L^nion  prepare  a  proper 
scroll  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  for  presenta- 
tion to  Vice  President  Nicholas.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 
.•\11  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have 
it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  R.  J.  LaVALLEY  (Local  25):  I 
don't  know  if  I  would  be  out  of  order  or  not, 
speaking  about  a  \'ice  President  that  is  running. 
Would  I,  Mr.  Chairman?  Where  there  is 
competition,  would  I  be  in  order  if  I  said 
something? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No.  I  don't  think 
that  would  be  in  order  right  now,  because  we 
can't  resort  to  the  tise  of  the  floor  of  the 
convention  for  electioneering.  (Laughter.) 

Are  there  any  further  committees  to  report? 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  adjourn 
the  convention  until  tomorrow  morning  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  the  Secretary  will  be  instructed  to 
Ijrepai'c  the  ballots  to  carry  out  the  election. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  four-fifty 
o'clock  .  .  . 
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The  meeting  convened  at  ten-five  o'clock, 
President  McSorley  presiding. 

PRESIDENT  MeSORLEY:  1  he  Clonvention 
will  please  be  in  order.  We  will  have  the  invo- 
cation this  morning  from  our  good  friend, 
Father  Donahue,  whom  we  will  acquaint  you 
with  and  tell  you  a  little  about  a  little  later 
on  in  this  convention  when  he  addresses  you 
for  a  few  moments.  We  will  now  have  the 
invocation.  Father  Donahue. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  .  .  . 

REV.  J.  L.  DONAHUE:  O,  powerful,  ever- 
lasting God,  behold  us,  your  children,  gathered 
here  in  convention  where  through  several  days 
of  deliberations,  we  ha\c  labored  for  the  im- 
provement and  the  betterment  of  the  members 
of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union. 

If  we  have  failed,  O,  Lord,  it  is  because  of 
our  human  limitations  and  not  because  of 
malice  or  neglect  of  effort,  but  fully  cognizant 
of  our  own  frailties.  We  beg  you,  O,  God,  to 
be  our  guide  in  all  the  affairs  of  life,  that 
justice  and  right  will  ever  live  in  our  hearts. 

Soon  we  shall  journey  to  our  respective 
homes,  and  we  pray  Thee,  O,  God,  to  watch 
over  us  on  our  travels  and  bring  us  safe  and 
sound  to  our  dear  ones. 

Finally,  wc  recommend  to  Thy  bountiful 
mercy,  O,  God,  the  souls  of  those  who,  when 
living,  were  members  of  this  organization.  May 
their  souls  and  all  the  souls  of  the  faithful 
departed,  through  your  mercy,  O,  God,  rest 
in  peace.  Amen. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

BROTHER  RODIER:  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
have  no  credentials  this  morning,  and  at  this 
time,  this  completes  the  work  of  your  Creden- 
tials Committee.  I  want  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity, as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to 
extend  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  all  of 
those  members  who  worked  on  the  Credentials 
Committee  with  me.  Thank  you. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 

Louis  Rodier,  Local  20,  Chairman 

M.  J.  Moran,  Local  10 

R.  A.  Wetzel,  Local  5 

F.  J.  Wilbert,  Local  64 

Sal  Maso,  Local  143 

W.  R.  Bakeman,  Local  260 

Walter  Higriight,  Local  386 


Henry  Warren,  Local  392 

W.  H.  Palmer,  Local  224 

J.  E.  Parker,  Lake  Erie  District  Council 

O.  Jones,  Sr.,  Local  26 

R.  Mosgrove,  Local  28 

H.  H.  Burk,  Local  29 

A.  Paillc,  Local  31 

G.  H.  Hallock,  Local  34 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  final  report  of  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials. All  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port will  signify  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

Is  the  Committee  on  Grievances  ready  to 
report? 

Delegate  Cook. 

BROTHER  J.  P.  COOK  (Massachusetts 
State  Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  Delegates  to 
the  Convention. 

This  grievance  between  Local  6,  244,  and 
308  was  submitted  to  the  convention  as  Reso- 
lution No.  6.  The  transcript  is  to  be  found  on 
pages  42-49  inclusive,  of  Tuesday  morning's 
proceedings. 

The  resolution  was  submitted  by:  Local  6, 
Queens  County,  New  York  City,  by:  Wm. 
Cohen;  Local  244,  Kings  County,  New  York 
City,  By:  Samson  Stone;  Local  308,  New 
York  County,  New  York  City,  By:  Michael 
A.  Rizzo. 

IN  RE 

PETITION  AND  RESOLUTION  OF 
LOCALS  6,  244  and  308  OF  THE  WOOD, 
WIRE,  AND  METAL  LATHERS'  IXTER- 
N.A,TIONAL  UNION,  ADDRESSED  TO 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION, 
TO  BE  HELD  AT  HOUSTON,  TEXAS, 
COMMENCING  OCTOBER  13,  1952: 

"TO  THE  HONORABLE  DELEGATES 
OF  THE  CONVENTION: 

•BRETHREN: 

"At  the  1949  Convention,  we  submitted  a 
petition  and  resolution  to  you  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  peace  and  amity  among  our  Local 
Unions  in  the  Metropolitan  area  of  New  York 
City. 

"We  presented  undisputed  facts  at  that  time. 
The  convention's  resolution  committee  made 
the  following  recommendation: 

"  'Your  committee  recommends  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Incoming  Execu- 
tive Council  and  urges  that  the  Council  bring 
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about  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  con- 
troversy in  the  best  interest  of  all  concerned.' 

"Brother  Walter  M.  Matthews,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  Local  46,  wound  up  the  discus- 
sion on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  committee's 
report  with  these  words: 

"  'Mr.  Chairman,  this  controversy  has  been 
going  on  since  1917,  and  any  statements  that 
are  made  would  only  antagonize  the  situation. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  case  is  referred 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Board,  it  can  be 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned.' (Page  106.) 

"The  Executive  Council  met  in  New  York 
City  for  two  days,  January  17th  and  January 
18th,  1950,  heard  the  parties  at  length,  delib- 
erated for  some  time,  and  then  like  the  moun- 
tain which  labored  and  brought  forth  a  mouse, 
the  labors  of  the  Executive  Council  produced 
a  figurative  slap  on  the  wrist  of  Local  46,  in 
a  decision,  which  we  set  forth  in  full: 

"  'Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  resolu- 
tions and  law  adopted  by  the  20th  Conven- 
tion which  reads:  "  '  "Your  Committee  rec- 
ommends that  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Council,  and  urges 
that  Council  bring  about  the  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  this  controversy  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  parties  concerned." 

"  'Your  Executive  Council  held  full  and 
lengthy  hearings  on  this  matter  at  which 
verbatim  records  were  made  by  a  court 
reporter  permitting  all  parties  to  this  con- 
troversy unlimited  time  to  present  their  testi- 
mony and  fully  set  forth  their  position.  It 
was  the  hope  of  your  Executive  Council 
that  a  satisfactory  adjustment  could  be  made 
of  this  dispute  and  every  effort  was  made 
to  adjust  this  situation  during  the  session 
of  your  Council.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that 
we  are  compelled  to  report  our  failure  to 
bring  about  an  adjustment  as  the  evidence 
submitted  and  the  attitude  of  the  parties, 
convince  us  that  the  present  controversy 
exists  due  to  the  failure  of  the  parties  to 
carry  out,  to  their  full  intent  and  purposes, 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  1920  Con- 
vention by  which  Local  46  was  reinstated 
and  placed  in  good  standing  with  our  Inter- 
national Union.  Your  council  believes  that 
compliance  with  this  document  by  Local  46 
with  the  full  cooperation  of  Locals  6,  244 
and  308  would  prevent  continuation  of  this 
controversy  and  bring  about  a  more  har- 
monious condition  for  the  future.  It  is 
therefore,  the  recommendation  of  the  Ex- 


ecutive Council  that  Local  16  live  up  to  and 
romply  with  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
above-mentioned  document  in  its  entirety, 
applying  the  various  sections  of  that  docu- 
ment in  good  faith  and  sincerity,  and  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  membership  of  our  Local 
Unions  in  Greater  New  York,  and  surround- 
ing areas.  We,  therefore,  urge  and  recom- 
mend that  Locals  6,  244  and  308  interpret 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  action  of  the 
1920  Convention,  and  in  cooperation  with 
Local  46,  in  applying  its  terms  and  condi- 
tions and  in  good  faith  and  in  harmony  with 
the  administration  of  Local  46,  as  we  believe 
that  this  document  contains  the  proper  spirit 
and  intent  to  bring  about  harmony  and  con- 
structive action  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  disputing  Locals  in  our  International 
Union.' 

"It  is  clear  that  the  Executive  Board  could 
not,  on  the  evidence,  avoid  finding  Local  46, 
guilty,  as  charged.  It  did  so  reluctantly  with 
unwarranted  and  unexplained  sniping  at  the 
complaining  local  unions,  as  ' — convinces  us 
that  the  present  controversy  exists  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  parties  to  carry  out  to  their  full 
intent  and  purposes,  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  1920  convention,  by  which  Local  46 
was  reinstated  and  placed  in  good  standing 
with  the  International  Union.'  Speaking  of 
'The  failure  of  the  parties,'  is  an  unwarranted 
afTront  to  the  Locals  6,  244  and  308.  There 
was  no  proof  existing  that  these  locals  were  in 
any  way  remiss.  In  fact,  the  Executive  Board 
recognized  that  Local  46  was  the  sole  culprit 
by  saying  shortly  thereafter: 

"  'It  is  therefore  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive  Council  that  Local  46  live  up  to 
and  comply — '  not  that  'the  parties'  do  so — 
thus  admitting  that  Local  46  is  solely  at  fault. 

"Before  we  go  on  to  discuss  the  effect  of  the 
failure  of  the  Executive  Council  to  remedy  the 
situation,  it  would  be  helpful  to  state  what 
the  issue  is.  We  can  best  do  that  by  quoting 
the  petition  and  resolution  submitted  to  the 
1949  Convention: 

(Beginning  of  Quotation  of  1949  Resolution) 
"  'We  address  this  petition  and  resolution  to 
you  in  the  hope  that  you  will  take  steps  to 
remedy  a  situation  which  threatens  not  only 
to  spell  the  death  of  our  Locals  and  the  eco- 
nomic destitution  of  our  members,  their  wives 
and  children,  but  also  to  bring  our  general 
organization  into  disrepute. 

"The  slogan  of  our  International  has  been 
since  its  inception  'THE  INJURY  TO  ONE 
IS  THE  CONCERN  OF  ALL.'  We  know  that 
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most  of  our  im-iiibers  and  ollicials  have  given 
sincere  and  loyal  adherence  to  the  spirit  of 
this  slogan. 

"Unfortunately,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
New  York  City  there  is  one  local — Local  46 — 
which  not  only  ignores  the  spirit  of  this 
fraternal  slogan,  but  insists  on  violating  the 
decisions  of  our  organization  and  its  own  con- 
tractual conmiitnicnts.  This,  as  we  will  set 
forth  in  more  detail,  tends  to  create  a  scan- 
dalous condition  within  the  jurisdiction,  which, 
if  permitted  to  continue,  would  inevitably  tend 
to  dishonor  our  general  organization  and  dam- 
age the  prestige  and  fine  reputation  which  it 
enjoys  at  the  present  time  in  the  labor  move- 
ment and  with  the  public  generally. 

"As  you  probably  know.  Local  46,  before  it 
was  accepted  into  the  International,  was  an 
independent  organization  known  as  'METAL- 
LIC LATHERS'  UNION  OF  NEW  YORK 
AND  \TCINITY.'  When  it  was  admitted  into 
the  International,  it  was  definitely  understood 
that  its  jurisdiction  would  be  confined  to 
metal  lathing.  Little  by  little,  through  the 
years,  it  has  infringed  upon  the  jurisdiction  of 
other  locals,  causing  friction,  dissension  and 
public  dispute,  which  has  not  redounded  to  the 
welfare  and  prestige  of  our  union. 

"By  1917,  the  interference  of  Local  46  with 
the  other  locals  within  Greater  New  York  City 
had  become  so  acute  that  the  International 
organization  took  a  hand,  and  as  a  result, 
Local  46  was  suspended  from  the  International. 
Later,  its  application  for  reinstatement  was  ap- 
proved upon  certain  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  International  Executive  Board, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  September,  1920, 
convention  held  at  Toledo,  Ohio. 

"The  International  Executive  Board  re- 
ported to  the  convention,  as  follows: 

"  'Brothers: 

"  'We,  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Inter- 
national Union,  in  conformity  with  the  in- 
structions of  the  Cleveland  Convention,  have 
made  a  careful  investigation  of  the  conditions 
within  the  so-called  25-mile  radius  of  New 
York  City,  and  after  a  full  deliberation,  have 
come  to  the  following  decision: 

"  'First:  That  former  Local  No.  46  be  re- 
instated upon  their  complying  with  the  lav^r  of 
the  International  L^nion  in  reference  to  rein- 
statements. 

"  'Second:  Local  No.  46  shall  be  granted 
jurisdiction  over  Light  Iron  Furring,  Metal 
Lathing,  Reinforced  Concrete  and  Fireproof 
Arches  in  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx,  Staten 
Island,  Kings  and  Queens  Counties;  that  part 


of  Long  Island  and  Westchester  (;(ninty  which 
come  within  the  original  25  inil<:  radius,  with 
the  following  provisions: 

"  'a.  Corner  beads  on  wood  jobs,  plaster- 
boards   when   nailed,   the   nailing  and 
stapling  of  Metal  Lath,  shall  be  consid- 
ered neutral,  except  that  Local  No.  46 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  corner  beads 
on  all  other  classes  of  work. 
"  'b.  When  Local  No.  46  is  unable  to  supply 
a  full  quota  of  men,  they  shall  give 
working  permits  to  journeymen  mem- 
bers of  Local  Unions  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion where  work  is  being  done,  and  shall 
receive  transfers  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  International  Union.' 
"This  decision  was  approved  by  the  con- 
vention. It  definitely  gave  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  other  local  unions  in  the  territory 
of    all    work    except    what    was  specifically 
awarded  to  Local  46.  It  also  required  Local 
46,  whenever  it  is  unable  to  supply  a  full  quota 
of  men  upon  the  work  over  which  it  has  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction,  to  give  working  permits  to 
members  of  other  local  unions  within  the  juris- 
diction where  work  is  being  done. 

"We  regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  report 
to  the  convention  that  Local  46  has  persistently 
violated  this  decision,  solemnly  approved  by  a 
previous  convention. 

"Local  46,  despite  the  almost  constant  pro- 
tests of  the  petitioning  local  unions,  has  given 
permits  to  members  of  other  crafts,  men  with 
or  without  union  books  of  any  International, 
and  lathers  from  other  jurisdictions,  while  our 
members  suffered  the  evil  of  unemployment. 

"In  1936,  as  a  result  of  the  complaints  of 
Local  308  and  Local  244,  which  locals  threat- 
ened to  bring  before  the  impending  convention, 
conferences  were  held  and  additional  agree- 
ments were  entered  into,  one  between  Local  46 
and  308,  which  read  as  follows: 

"  'Agreement  between  Local  No.  308,  L. 
I.  U.  and  Local  No.  46,  L.  I.  U.  covering 
such  building  operations  known  as  Flat 
houses,  alteration  jobs  or  other  types  of 
building  operations  where  wood  floors,  beams 
and  wood  studs  and  wood  furring  strips  are 
used. 

"  'On  the  above  class  of  work  Local  No. 
308  agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  corner 
beads,  base  beads  and  picture  beads  or  any 
other  type  of  beads  used  in  connection  with 
plastering  work. 

"  'On  the  above  class  of  work,  Local  No. 
46  agrees  to  waive  claim  to  all  nailing  or 
stapling  on  of  wire  lath,  metal  lath,  or  other 
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lath  or  plasterboard  material  nailed  or 
stapled  on  in  connection  with  plastering 
work. 

"  'Local  No.  308  and  Local  No.  46  agree 
that  permits  will  be  given  to  members  of 
both  Locals  whenever  either  local  is  unable 
to  furnish  men  for  the  above  mentioned 
work.' 

and  the  other  between  Local  46  and  244,  read- 
ing as  follows: 

"'l.The  members  of  Local  46  Wood,  Wire 
&  Metal  Lathers  International  Union 
agree  to  concede  to  the  members  of 
Local  No.  244  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal 
Lathers,  the  right  of  jursidiction  over 
all  nailing  and  stapling  on  of  all  metal 
lath  and  wood  construction  jobs  in  the 
territory  of  Kings,  Queens  and  Suffolk 
Counties,  New  York. 
"  '2.  The  members  of  Local  No.  244,  Wood, 
Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  of  Kings,  Queens, 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties,  New 
York,  agree  to  concede  to  the  members 
of  Local  No.  46,  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  light  iron  furring,  steel  for 
reinforcing  for  concrete  construction 
and  other  appurtenances  used  on  fire- 
proof buildings  and  which  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  claims  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  &  Metal  Lathers  International 
Union. 

"  '3.  Both  parties  to  this  agreement  hereby 
agree  to  at  all  times  carry  out  the  strict 
enforcement  of  this  agreement  and  to 
prevent  their  members  from  violating 
same. 

"  '4.  Where  there  are  100  yards  of  stapling, 
it  would  belong  to  Local  46;  over  100 
yards   of  stapling   on   any   mixed  job 
would  belong  to  Local  244.' 
"Again  we  are  constrained  to  report  that 
Local  46  has  disregarded  its  solemn  obliga- 
tions under  these  agreements  and  has  forced 
us  to  commence  and  prosecute  legal  proceed- 
ings for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
agreements. 

"In  1938,  Local  244  coniinenced  an  action  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Kings  County,  which  resulted  in  a  judgment 
against  Local  46,  in  which  it  was  provided: 
"  'ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED   that    the   defendants,    Walter  M. 
Matthews,  individually  and  as  treasurer  of 
Local  46,  of  the  Wood,  Wire   &  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union,  Timothy  Spil- 
lane,  Leonard  Klink  and  Michael  Finn  and 
each  and  all  of  the  officers  and  members  of 


the  said  Union,  Local  46  of  the  Wood,  Wire 
(Sc.  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  and 
all  their  agents,  servants  and  employees,  and 
confederates  and  all  persons,  acting  under 
their  and  each  of  their  authority,  control, 
order,  assent,  advice  or  direction,  be  per- 
manently enjoined  'from  contracting  for, 
agreeing  to,  or  undertaking  to  perform — ,  or 
obtaining  the  performance,  or  actually  en- 
gaging in  the  performance  of  any  nailing  or 
stapling  on  of  any  metal  lath  on  any  wood 
construction  job  in  the  territory  of  Kings, 
Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  it  is  further 

"  'ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  this  matter  be  referred  to  an 
Official  Referee  to  take  proof  and  determine 
the  damages  which  the  plaintiff  or  its  mem- 
bers or  any  of  them  have  suffered  by  reason 
of  the  violation  of  the  said  agreement  by 
the  defendants, — .' 

"In  1945,  Local  308  was  compelled  to  com- 
mence injunction  proceedings  against  Local  46, 
which  also  resulted  in  a  judgment  against 
Local  46,  providing  as  follows: 

"  'ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED that  the  defendant  and  each  and  all 
of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  servants  and 
employees  of  the  defendant.  Local  46,  and 
all  persons  acting  under  their  and  each  of 
their  authority,  control,  order,  assent,  ad- 
vice or  direction,  be  permanently  enjoined 
and  restrained  from  contracting  for,  agreeing 
to,  or  undertaking  to  perform,  or  obtaining 
the  performance  or  actually  engaging  in  the 
performance  of  any  nailing  or  stapling  on  of 
wire  lath,  metal  lath  or  other  lath  or  plaster 
board  materials  in  connection  with  plaster- 
ing work  on  alteration  jobs  or  other  types 
of  building  operations  where  wood  floors, 
beams,  wood  studs  and/or  wood  furring 
strips  are  used  within  the  territory  of  New 
York,  Bronx,  and  Richmond  Counties;  and 
it  is  further 

'"ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED that  the  defendant  and  each  and 
all  of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  servants 
and  employees  of  the  defendant.  Local  46, 
and  all  persons  acting  under  their  and  each 
of  their  authority,  control,  order,  assent, 
advice,  or  direction,  be  permanently  enjoined 
and  restrained  from  contracting  for,  agree- 
ing to,  or  undertaking  to  perform  or  obtain- 
ing the  performance  or  actually  engaging  in 
the  performance  of  any  nailing  or  stapling 
on  of  wire  lath,  metal  lath,  or  other  lath  or 
plaster  board  material  in  connection  with 
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thr  plastcrinK  work  on  any  multiple  dwell- 
ing, apartment  house  and/or  flat  house, 
within  the  territory  of  New  York,  Bronx 
and  Richmond  Counties;  and  it  is  further 

"  'ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  the  defendant  and  each  and  all 
of  the  olficers,  numbers,  agents,  servants  and 
i  inijloyecs  of  the  defendant.  Local  46,  and  all 
persons  acting  under  their  and  each  of  their 
authority,  control,  order,  assent,  advice  or 
direction,  be  permanently  enjoined  and  re- 
strained from  contracting  for,  agreeing  to, 
or  undertaking  to  perform,  or  obtaining  the 
performance,  or  actually  engaging  in  the 
performance  of  any  nailing  or  stapling  on 
of  wire  lath,  metal  lath  or  other  lath  or 
plaster  board  material,  in  connection  with 
the  plastering  work  on  any  construction  jobs 
where  nailing  or  stapling  and  also  tying  on 
of  such  lath  is  done  and  where  such  nailing 
or  stapling  on  exceeds  100  yards,  on  any 
one  of  such  jobs,  within  the  territory  of 
New  York,  Bronx  and  Richmond  Counties; 
and  it  is  further 

"  'ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  AND  DE- 
CREED, that  the  defendant  and  each  and  all 
of  the  officers,  members,  agents,  and  servants 
and  employees  of  the  defendant,  Local  46, 
and  all  persons  acting  under  their  and  each 
of  their  authority,  control,  order,  assent,  ad- 
vice or  direction,  be  permanently  enjoined 
and  restrained  from  contracting  for,  agreeing 
to,  or  undertaking  to  perform,  or  obtaining 
the  performance,  or  actually  engaging  in  the 
performance  of  applying  material,  known  as 
corner  beads,  or  any  construction  job,  where 
nailing  or  stapling  on  and  also  tying  on  of 
such  lath  is  done  and  where  such  corner 
beads  amounting  to  400  feet  or  less  are  ap- 
plied on  any  one  job;  within  the  territory 
of  New  York,  Bronx  and  Richmond  Coun- 
ties;' 

"Despite  the  latter  injunction,  Local  46  per- 
sists in  continuing  its  violations  and  its  infringe- 
ment upon  the  jurisdiction  of  Local  308,  which 
necessitated  a  motion  to  punish  the  officers  of 
Local  46  for  contempt  of  Court.  No  decision 
was  rendered  on  that  motion,  a  stipulation  be- 
ing entered  into  between  the  parties  before 
the  Court,  settling  the  matter  as  far  as  it  con- 
cerned the  particular  jobs  there  in  issue. 

"That  this  situation  seriously  affects  the  wel- 
fare and  livelihood  of  the  members  of  our  Local 
Unions,  should  be  clear  without  any  arguments. 
When  the  decision  of  1917  was  made  by  the 
International  Convention,  most  of  the  work  in 
the  lathing  industry  was  wood  lathing.  Metal 


lathing  was  inconsequential,  and  at  that  time, 
the  local  unions  which  were  engaged  in  wood 
lathing,  were  eager  and  anxious  to  help  Local 
•16  exist  and  made  substantial  compromise  for 
the  benefit  of  Local  46. 

"Local  46  has  a  long  record  of  infringement 
and  violation  of  both  decisions  and  contract. 

"In  1936,  it  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Local  244  giving  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  that 
local  of  all  nailing  and  stapling,  but  soon 
entered  on  a  course  of  violations  which  resulted 
in  Local  244  petitioning  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Board  for  relief.  President  McSorley, 
under  date  of  October  29th,  1937,  ordered 
Local  46  to  cease  its  violations,  but  the  order 
was  ignored.  Local  244  was  then  forced  to  com- 
mence injunction  proceedings  leading  to  the 
judgment  against  Local  46,  to  which  we  ha\e 
already  referred. 

"Now  the  economic  conditions  have  changed. 
The  trend  in  the  industry  is  towards  fireproof- 
ing  and  the  bulk  of  lathing  is  all  metal  con- 
struction or  reinforced  concrete.  Comparatively 
very  little  wood  lathing  is  being  used. 

"As  an  illustration  of  our  problems,  we  refer 
to  the  use  of  gypsum  board.  We  contend  that 
gypsum  board  is  merely  a  plaster  board  with 
another  name.  Local  46,  on  the  other  hand, 
claims  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  gypsum 
board  work. 

"We  respectfully  urge  this  convention  to 
make  a  general  ruling  that  Local  46  has  juris- 
diction only  over  light  iron  furring,  metal  lath- 
ing and  reinforced  concrete  and  fireproof 
arches;  that  work  on  any  other  material  of  any 
nature  whatsoever,  is  within  our  exclusive 
jurisdiction. 

"If  our  local  unions  arc  to  survive,  we  must 
insist  not  only  upon  Local  46  strictly  adhering 
to  the  decisions  of  our  organization  and  its  con- 
tractual obligations,  but  some  attention  must 
be  paid  by  our  general  organization  for  the 
reallocation  of  jurisdiction  so  as  to  effect  jus- 
tice and  fair  play  and  permit  each  of  our  or- 
ganizations to  survive  and  provide  a  decent 
livelihood  for  all  its  members.' 

"At  the  hearing,  evidence  was  submitted  that 
Local  46  was  persisting  in  violating  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  and  the  decision  of  the  In- 
ternational in  granting  certificates  to  outsiders, 
when  members  of  our  Local  were  out  of  work. 

"Despite  the  verdict  of  guilty,  against  Local 
46,  and  the  fact  that  the  violations  had  been 
committed  for  a  long  time,  all  the  Executive 
Council  could  do  was  to  'recommend'  to  Local 
46  to  'live  up  to  and  comply.'  It  was  not  even 


147 


An  order.  No  indication  was  given  as  to  the 
consequences  for  failure  to  honor  the  'recom- 
mendation.' 

"As  was  to  be  expected,  from  such  a  wishy- 
washy  decision,  Local  46  has  completely  ig- 
nored the  'recommendation'  of  the  Executive 
Council. 

"By  July  7th,  1950,  we  felt  constrained  to 
again  complain  to  President  McSorley,  in  the 
following  letter: 

"  'July  7th,  1950 
"  'Mr.  William  J.  McSorley 
2605  Detroit  Avenue 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

"  'Again  we  must  lodge  a  formal  protest 
with  you  against  Local  46's  violations  of  the 
decisions  of  the  International. 

"  'Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  90  to  110 
of  our  members  idle,  Local  46  has  laid  off 
our  members  who  were  working  on  its  jobs, 
while  keeping  members  of  outside  locals, 
particularly  New  Jersey,  at  work. 

"  'In  your  decision  after  the  hearings  in 
January,  1950,  you  said: 

"  'It  is  therefore  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  Council  that  Local  46  live  up 
to  and  comply  with  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  the  above  mentioned  document  in  its  en- 
tirety, applying  the  various  sections  of  that 
document  in  good  faith,  and  sincerity,  and 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  membership  of 
our  Local  Unions,  in  Greater  New  York, 
and  surrounding  areas." 

"  'We  repeat  our  oft-made  request,  that 
the  International  take  effective  action  in  the 
matter. 

"  'Fraternally  yours, 

Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers 
Int'l  Union  Local  308. 
(Signed)  Michael  A.  Rizzo, 

President.' 
(End  of  Quotation  of  1949  Resolution) 
"No  relief  was  forthcoming. 
"After  many  other  complaints,  during  the 
intervening  period,  we  wrote  Brother  Matthews 
the  following  letter,  giving  details. 

"  'June  26th,  1952. 
"  'Mr.  Walter  M.  Matthews 

Metallic  Lathers  Union,  Local  46 
1322  Third  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York. 
"  'Dear  Brother  Matthews: 

"  'Again  I  am  forced  to  write  you  concern- 
ing the  violation  by  Local  46  of  our  long 
standing  agreement  approved  by  the  Inter- 
national requiring  Local  46  to  give  prefer- 
ence to  members  of  Local  308  upon  all  jobs 


within  the  jurisdictional  area  of  Local  308. 

"  'This  matter  has  been  before  the  Inter- 
national bodies  several  times  and  in  each 
instance,  Local  46  cither  promised  to  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  the  said  agree- 
ment and  decision  or  the  bodies  hearing  the 
complaints  ordered  Local  46  to  comply. 

"  'We  regret  to  have  to  say  that  Local  46 
is  still  violating  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
said  agreement  and  decisions. 

"  'I  will  recite  just  one  or  two  instances 
occurring  within  the  very  recent  past: 

"  '1.  On  the  Al  Smith  Housing  Project, 
at  New  Chambers  Street,  New  York  City, 
we  know  that  at  least  three  men  from  out 
of  town  were  doing  furring  and  lathing  work 
under  the  supervision  of  Local  46  from  about 
April  15,  1952  to  about  June  15,  1952,  to 
our  own  knowledge  and  possibly  later.  This 
information  we  have  obtained  from  indis- 
putable sources.  Some  of  our  members  who 
were  employed  on  that  project  were  laid  off 
about  a  week  ago,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  men  hired  from  outside  our 
jurisdiction,  continued  to  work. 

"  'In  the  approximate  two  months  men- 
tioned above,  during  which  time  you  were 
placing  persons  not  from  our  Local  on  the 
Al  Smith  Housing  Project,  Local  308  had 
70  or  more  members  who  were  unemployed 
men  who  had  previously  done  work  under 
the  supervision  of  Local  46  and  whose  com- 
petency was  never  questioned. 

"  '2.  On  the  St.  Nicholas  Housing  Proj- 
ect, at  127th  Street  and  7th  Avenue,  N.  Y. 
C.,  we  know  that  at  least  10  men  from  out 
of  town  were  working  under  your  supervi- 
sion— men  who  obtained  their  jobs  through 
Local  46  and  worked  from  about  April  1, 
1952  to  June  15,  1952,  during  a  period,  as 
I  have  already  set  forth,  when  our  local  had 
at  least  70  available  qualified  lathers. 

"  'There  can  be  no  excuse  in  those  in- 
stances for  failure  of  Local  46  to  have  rem- 
edied the  situation. 

"  'I  have  spoken  to  you  several  times  and 
to  your  business  agent,  Tim  Spillane.  Each 
time  I  spoke  to  you  or  Tim  Spillane,  you 
denied  any  knowledge  of  the  situation  and 
promised  to  make  an  investigation  and  report 
back  to  me.  Although  week  upon  week 
passed,  no  report  was  made  to  me,  as  to 
the  correctness  of  my  charge  or  any  facts 
to  disprove  same. 

"  'We  cannot  permit  this  condition  to  con- 
tinue any  longer.  Unless  we  have  binding 
assurance  that  these  violations  will  stop,  we 
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will  be  coiiiix-llcd  to  coiiiiiicnce  legal  pro- 
ceedings. We  hope  that  this  will  not  he 
necessary. 

"  'It  should  be  possible  for  two  sister  locals 
in  the  same  International  to  iron  out  their 
difliculties  without  resort  to  outside  elements, 
but  if  it  must  be  done,  wc  will  do  it. 

"  'We  hope  that  wc  will  obtain  from  you, 
a  comradely  and  fraternal  consideration  of 
this  matter,  to  the  end  that  friction  between 
us  will  cease  and  to  the  benefit  of  your 
members,  our  members  and  the  lathing  in- 
dustry in  general. 

"  'Fraternally  yours, 

Wood,   Wire   and   Metal  Lathers' 
Int'l  Union,  Local  No.  308 
(Signed)  Michael  A.  Rizzo, 
MR:iac  President 
cc:  Mr.  Tim  Spillane 

Metallic  Lathers  Union, 

Local  46.' 

"It  is  now  clear  that  this  matter  can  no 
longer  be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Local 
46  which  has  shown  an  evident  intent  to  avoid 
carrying  out  its  obligations,  nor  can  we  de- 
pend any  longer  upon  the  Executive  Council 
which  has  handled  the  issue  with  lack  of  un- 
derstanding, lack  of  courage  and  with  an  obvi- 
ous intent  to  avoid  liquidation  of  the  horrible 
conditions  existing  among  our  Locals  in  New 
York  City. 

"The  issue  must  be  decisively  dealt  with,  and 
that  can  only  be  done  by  this  Convention, 
which  has  the  objectivity,  impartiality,  cour- 
age and  desire  to  effect  Justice,  even  against 
the  depredation  of  a  powerful  Local.  Let  it 
not  be  said  that  even  our  Conventions  fear 
Local  46;  let  it  not  be  hinted  that  our  Con- 
vention can  only  'Pass  the  Buck';  let  it  use 
the  scalpel,  cut  deep,  and  effect  a  complete 
cure. 

"For  that  purpose  we  propose  and  move: 
"That  in  view  of  the  findings  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  that  Local  46  has  been  persist- 
ently infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the  under- 
signed Local  Unions,  and  that  despite  the 
'recommendation'  of  the  Executive  Council, 
'That  Local  46  live  up  to  and  comply  with 
the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  above  men- 
tioned document  in  its  entirety,  applying  the 
various  sections  of  that  document  in  good  faith 
and  sincerity,  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
membership  of  our  Local  Unions  in  Greater 
New  York,  and  surrounding  areas,'  Local  46 
is  still  continuing  its  violations,  that  the  Char- 
ter of  Local  46  be  revoked  by  this  Convention 
and  that  its  jurisdiction  be  transferred  to  the 


undersigned  Locals  to  be  exercised  within  tlicii 
respective  territories. 

"Wc  submit  this  matter  to  you  fully  con- 
fident that  you  will  make  a  decision  which  will 
be  just,  fair  and  beneficial  to  the  members 
involved." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Local  6,  Queens  County 
New  York  City 

by:  Wm.  Cohen 
Local  244,  Kings  County 
New  York  City 

by:  Samson  Stone 
Local  308,  New  York  County 
New  York  City 

by:  Michael  A.  Rizzo 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT: 

BROTHER  J.  P.  COOK:  Your  committee, 
the  full  committee,  met  on  October  15,  at 
night.  The  roll  call  showed  all  members  pres- 
ent. Brother  Rizzo  requested  that  he,  being  a 
member  of  the  Grievance  Committee,  be  dis- 
qualified in  participation  of  the  final  results. 
That  was  granted.  Brother  Rizzo  introduced 
evidence  by  reading  Resolution  No.  6  by  rul- 
ing of  the  Chairman. 

Brother  Matthews  in  rebuttal  read  from 
executive  council  findings  of  an  executive  coun- 
cil's ruling  and  suggestions. 

Brother  Cohen  of  Local  6  presented  evidence 
as  to  their  grievances  in  detail. 

Brother  Stone  submitted  1917  agreement  for 
New  York  vicinity  as  evidence  on  grievance 
referring  to  agreement  in  which  Local  46  was 
suspended  and  later  by  application  was  rein- 
stated by  Executive  Board  of  LIU  and  further 
read  from  records  of  executive  council  Case 
No.  3  on  transfer  law. 

Brother  Matthews  in  rebuttal  in  reference  to 
using  members  of  Locals  6,  244  and  308  in 
preference  to  using  locals  adjacent  to  greater 
New  York,  stating  by  evidence  and  by  com- 
parison in  a  period  from  April  1950  to  July 
1952  moneys  earned  by  lathers  on  certain  proj- 
ects, $1,580,604.47,  of  which  $985,978.70  was 
earned  by  Locals  6,  244  and  308. 

Brother  Spillane  in  rebuttal  on  Stuyvesant 
Housing  Project  in  regards  to  an  injunction 
and  picketing  of  jobs  contrary  to  local  agree- 
ment of  308,  picketing  or  attempting  to  picket 
while  men  from  6  and  Local  244  were  working. 

Brother  Robinson  asked  and  received  from 
both  parties  answers  to  two  questions  which 
he  deemed  pertinent  to  the  subject.  Brother 
Rizzo  continually  stated  that  he  still  thought 
it  was  a  resolution  instead  of  a  grievance. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  general  chair- 
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m.m  was  in  liis  riitlil  by  callini;  pi  rtiiifiit  sub- 
ject bcini;  acted  on  by  this  bodN-  a  grievance. 
Brother  Riz/o  asked  thr  chair  to  cxchide  him- 
self from  deliberation  on  this  grievance.  All  in- 
terested parties  were  asked  to  leave  so  that  the 
committee  could  continue  further  deliberations. 

Brother  Jack  Bailey  made  the  motion  that 
Chairman  Cook  remain  as  chairman.  Seconded 
and  carried  by  a  \otc  of  the  committee. 

After  going  through  all  of  the  subjects  I  have 
here  enumerated,  your  committee  reconunends 
that  this  grievance  be  referred  back  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Council.  The  motion  was 
carried. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  action  of  this  com- 
mittee is  that  the  entire  subject  matter  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 
I  move  you,  sir,  that  that  recommendation  be 
approved  and  adopted. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  regu- 
larly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Grievance  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have 
heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion ? 

BROTHER  SAMSON  STONE  (Local  244): 
I  don't  want  to  start  out,  Mr.  President,  in 
a  nasty  mood.  But  I  wonder  who  is  kidding 
whom?  I  am  really  surprised  and  shocked  at 
this  pigeon-holing  of  our  resolution  back  to 
the  Executive  Council. 

I  say  this  with  full  knowledge  and  thought, 
that  this  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Council  by  our  last  convention,  where  the 
Executive  Council  had  extensive  hearings  in 
the  city  of  New  York — I  believe  it  was  January 
1950 — where  it  required  two  days  to  take  the 
necessary  testimony  and  arrive  at  a  decision.  For 
the  Grievance  Committee  now  to  go  back  and 
refer  it  back  to  the  Executive  Council  would 
be  silly,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  Executive 
Council  has  already  entered  on  its  decision, 
and  I  doubt  if  it  is  going  to  reverse  itself. 
After  all,  they  are  the  highest  echelon  of  our 
organization,  and  I  wouldn't  expect  them  to  do 
that. 

However,  since,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  you 
stated  two  days  ago  that  it  is  the  proper  place 
for  this  resolution  to  go  before  the  Grievance 
Committee,  and  with  the  Executive  Council 
Report,  along  with  this  Grievance  Committee 
Report,  that  I  would  have  the  opportunity  to 
talk  about  the  Executive  C^ouncil  Report  and 
the  Grievance  Committee  Report,  I  can  save 
time.  Am  I  correct  in  my  assumption?  .MI 
right.  Then  I  want  to  make  myself  clear. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  chosen,  in 
order  to  save  time — you  know  we  are  pressed 


lor  time — I  have  hccu  chosen  by  tlie  delegates 
of  Local  6  and  .308,  myself  in  244,  as  their 
spokesman,  in  order  to  save  time.  And  if  I  go 
over  my  bounds  a  little  bit,  please  bear  with 
me  and  kindly  have  patience.  However,  they 
told  me  they  reserved  the  right  to  point  out 
certain  pointers  to  me  if  I  should  miss  some, 
or  something.  I  hope  I  don't. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to  start 
with  the  Executive  Council  report.  It  has  been 
brought  out  throughout  the  testimony  taken  by 
the  Executive  Council  in  the  City  of  New 
York  where  Local  46  has  totally  disregarded 
its  agreements,  covenants,  and  its  contractual 
obligations  throughout  the  years.  By  that  I 
mean  its  1917  agreement.  I  call  it  an  agree- 
ment. Really,  it  is  not  an  agreement,  because 
we  or  46  have  never  agreed  to  it.  It  was  only 
a  decision  handed  down  by  the  Executive 
Council  in  1917  and  subsequently  ratified  in 
the  1920  Convention.  In  other  words,  we  were 
told,  "Go  along — or  else." 

Now  hereafter,  when  I  refer  to  the  word 
"Agreement,"  it  will  mean  exactly  that.  In  my 
opinion,  it's  ;i  dictum.  However,  every  point  of 
issue  has  been  definitely  stated  and  brought  out 
before  the  Executive  Council.  The  Executive 
Council  went  through  all  the  gymnastics  of 
showing  how  they  are  listening  to  our  com- 
plaints and  everything  else.  After  two  days, 
they  gave  birth  to  a  mouse.  They  handed  down 
a  decision,  a  wishy-washy  decision,  stating  that 
we  are  to  cooperate — that  6,  244,  308,  are  to 
cooperate — with  the  administration  of  46,  and 
everything  will  be  hunky-dory.  I  wonder  who's 
kidding  who,  again. 

This  has  been  hanging  fire  for  35  years,  and 
the  Exccuti\'e  Council  is  fully  familiar,  and 
many  of  you  gentlemen  in  this  room  are  fully 
familiar  with  the  high-handed  and  arbitrary 
tactics  of  Local  46.  Yet  they  said  that  we  are 
to  cooperate,  as  though  we  were  the  culprits 
and  not  Local  46. 

Now  you  expect  us  to  go  back  before  the  same 
Committee— and  I'm  sorry  to  say,  Johnny;  I 
Mean  Brother  Cook — I'm  sorry  to  say  you,  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  who  knows 
the  situation  thoroughly,  that  you  are  sending 
us  back  to  the  lion's  den. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  say,  with 
respect  to  the  Executive  Council,  I  am  not 
as  naive  as  all  of  that;  that  politics  do  not 
exist  here  or  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  I  am 
not  going  to  dispute  that.  But  there  must  be  a 
line  of  demarcation  where  politics  ends  and  a 
realistic  approach  to  a  problem  that  has 
plagued  one-fifth  of  the  membership  of  the  In- 
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Ici  natii)ii.il  Liiiioii  with  icsijcct  to  thr  situation 
in  New  York  City. 

I  say  this:  That  bring  politically-minded,  the 
Executive  Council  could  have  at  least  attempted 
to  find  some  sort  of  an  arrangement  or  any 
arrangement,  or  a  modus  vi\endi,  as  we  would 
call  it,  for  the  peaceful  cooperation  and  co- 
existence among  tlie  locals  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  I  am  sorr>'  to  sav  that  they  missed 
the  boat. 

Again,  ,it  least  if  they  were  so  politically 
connected  that  they  couldn't  or  wouldn't  do 
anything,  they  could  have  devised  a  face- 
saving  method  by  which  we  could  all  live. 
Even  that  wasn't  done.  I  am  not  kidding  any- 
one, and  I  don't  think  anyone  can  kid  mc. 
I  have  been  around  several  conventions,  and 
I  am  not  the  oldest  member  in  the  Inter- 
national, but  I  have  been  29  years  a  member 
of  this  International  Union. 

Now  I  will  proceed  and  attempt  to  show 
the  1917  agreement,  that  is  the  dicta  com- 
monly referred  to  as  the  1917  agreement. 

I  didn't  read  these  at  the  last  convention.  I 
am  only  going  to  read,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
save  time,  the  last  paragraph  of  the  1917 
agreement,  under  which  Local  -16  was  re- 
instated and  under  which  all  the  locals  in 
that  locality  are  being  governed.  You  can 
all  find  it  in  our  minutes  of  the  last  con- 
vention. It  says: 

"b.  When  Local  No.  46  is  unable  to  supply 
a  full  quota  of  men,  they  shall  give  working 
permits  to  journeymen  members  of  Local 
Unions  within  the  jurisdiction  where  work 
is  being  done,  and  shall  receive  transfers  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  International 
Union." 

This  paragraph  was  distinctly  and  unequi\  o- 
cally  stated  before  the  Executive  Council, 
particularly  the  last  paragraph  with  respect  to 
transfers.  I  want  to  quote  a  little  further.  I 
am  not  going  to  go  through  the  whole  thing. 
I  am  speaking  of  the  Executive  Council,  where 
they  blow  hot  and  cold  on  this  issue.  This  is 
Case  No.  3,  Executive  Council  Minutes,  July 
23  to  27,  1951,  where  it  says: 

"Refusal  of  Local  Unions  to  Accept  Trans- 
fers," and  they  castigate  all  those  local  unions. 
I  won't  want  to  read  the  rest  of  it. 

"Transfers"  again.  Mr.  President,  you  your- 
self, in  your  President's  report  to  this  conven- 
tion, state:  "Upon  this  subject  I  am  pleased  to 
report  with  very  few  exceptions  our  local  unions 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  have 
complied  with  the  laws  of  the  International 
Union  in  reference  to  the  acceptance  of  clear 


transfers,  I  ayain  desire  lo  i(ilrrale  lh.it  the 
transfer  system  of  our  International  Union  it 
tlie  basic  principle  upon  whi(  h  the  Intertiational 
I  nion  is  founded." 

.Now,  the  Executive-  (Jouncil,  as  I  said  before, 
has  blown  hot  and  cold  on  this  issue,  ever  since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  tlic  International 
Union.  I  have  yet  to  remember,  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief,  that  Local  46  has  ever 
accepted  a  transfer  in  violation  of  the  Inter- 
national Constitution;  in  violation  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council's  report,  in  violation  of  your  own 
statement,  Mr.  President,  and  in  violation  of 
the  1917  agreement  by  which  we  arc  all 
governed. 

.\s  you  know,  you  cannot  take  an  old  lady 
and  dress  her  up  and  make  her  a  young 
woman.  The  1917  agreement  is  35  years  old. 
We  were  granted  the  exclusive  rights  of  wood 
lath.  Local  46  was  granted  the  exclusive  right 
to  metallic  lathing,  reinforcing,  concrete  arches, 
and  so  on  and  so  forth.  All  the  gentlemen 
assembled  here  today  know  what  happened 
to  wood  lath.  How  does  the  Executive  Council 
and  the  International  Union  expect  900  mem- 
bers, comprising  the  locals  6,  244  and  308,  to 
li\e?  Whereas  on  the  other  side,  local  46  has 
had  an  abundance  of  work  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  the  methods  of  construction  in  the 
country,  generally,  and  particularly  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  where  a  number  of  slum- 
clearance  housing  projects  are  being  built,  are 
all  of  fireproof  construction — and  I  refer  to 
housing  which  had  never  been  done  in  the 
days  of  the  wood  lath.  We  have  always  had 
housing  with  wood  lath  and  public  buildings 
were  always  fireproof  construction. 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the 
Executive  Council  refuses  to  hear  our  request, 
900  members  are  doomed  to  extinction.  I  want 
you  gentlemen  to  bear  that  in  mind.  We  are 
not  talking  of  small  organizations  of  ten, 
twenty  or  fifteen  men,  or  what  have  you.  This 
is  practically  one-fifteenth  of  our  total  member- 
ship of  the  International  Union. 

I  want  to  say  further,  Mr.  Chairman — 
maybe  it's  a  sour  note,  but  I  might  just  as  well 
say  it — much  has  been  said  at  this  convention, 
at  other  conventions,  at  meeting  halls,  that  we 
are  a  type  of  an  organization,  and  we  are  a 
small  organization,  that  one  or  more  of  the 
larger  organizations — I  don't  want  to  divulge 
too  much — would  be  willing  and  ready  to  gob- 
ble us  up.  I  want  to  go  a  little  further  on 
this  proposition,  in  saying  this,  that  we  all 
know — and  you,  yourself,  Mr.  President,  have 
expressed  the   same   thought   in  your  speech 
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to  this  convention  and  other  conventions  (1 
have  heard  you  talk  many,  many  times  before) 
that  it  is  only  the  underprivileged  and  the 
downtrodden  that  will  revolt,  and  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  Government,  the 
policy  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  lift  the  standards 
of  the  underprivileged  and  bring  them  up  to 
par,  thereby  protecting  our  whole  civilization 
and  our  whole  way  of  life  and  our  democratic 
form  of  go\ernment. 

I  hope  that  the  Executive  Council  will 
practice  what  it  preaches.  I  want  to  continue 
on  this  line  by  saying — and  I  want  to  tell 
others,  too — that  there  were  some  approaches 
to  our  people  that  we,  the  officers  of  the 
three  local  unions,  have  rebuffed,  because  after 
all,  we  want  to  be  loyal  to  the  International 
Union.  However,  it  may  occur  that  we  can  be 
engulfed  by  the  tide,  and  when  a  man  is 
hungry  he  is  subject  to  every  demagogic  or- 
ganization or  individual  that  he  may  follow, 
and  I  don't  think  that  I  or  the  rest  of  the 
officers  who  are  associated  with  this  resolution 
will  be  able  to  stop  it,  because  we  might  be 
engulfed  by  the  tide  ourselves. 

I  dare  say  that  in  the  decision  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  where  they  openly  slapped  Local 
46  on  the  wrist,  they  have  done  nothing,  they 
have  violated  nothing.  I  only  want  to  say,  in  the 
words  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  "For  they  have 
sown  the  wind,  they  shall  reap  the  whirl-wind.'" 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  reluctantly  must 
agree  that  this  case  should  be  heard  again 
before  the  Executive  Council.  But  I  am  fully 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  it  will  probably  take 
us  three  days  or  maybe  three  weeks  to  hear 
all  our  testimony.  As  this  is  our  last  day  of  the 
convention,  I  accept  this  decision  with  great 
reluctance. 

Thank  you  for  your  indulgence. 

BROTHER  H.  C.  SPILLANE  (Westchester 
District  Council):  Speaking  at  this  time  on 
behalf  of  the  officers  and  members  of  Local 
46,  we,  too,  accept  the  recommendation  of  the 
Grievance  Committee,  and  are  willing  that  it 
go  before  the  Executive  Council. 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  The  re- 
port of  the  Grievance  Committee  brought  out 
some  of  the  testimony  that  was  given  by  Brother 
Matthews  to  the  effect  that  some  million-odd 
dollars  had  been  earned  by  the  members  of 
Locals  6,  308  and  244.  However,  they  did  not 
mention  some  of  the  evidence  that  was  intro- 
duced by  Brother  Matthews,  especially  to  the 
effect  that  not  only  6,  244  and  308  had  men 
on  their  job,  but  a  list  of  twenty  other  locals 
had  men  on  the  particular  projects  in  New 
York,  while  at  the  same  time  members  of  our 


local  were  unemployed.  That's  the  part  you 
didn't  put  in  your  record. 

It  was  also  brought  out  by  Brother  Mat- 
thews— and  let  me  say  this  in  passing,  that  I 
think  Brother  Matthews  made  a  very  good 
witness  for  the  complaint — that  the  amount 
of  men  that  were  called  from  Local  6,  244  and 
308  did  not  exhaust  the  manpower  before  they 
put  these  other  men  from  different  locals  on 
the  particular  projects. 

Brother  Matthews  also  said  that  he  believed 
that  reinforced  concrete  belonged  to  Local  46, 
and  they  were  going  to  do  anything  they 
pleased  about  it. 

I  think  that  Brother  Stone  covered  the  situa- 
tion enough,  so  that  I  don't  take  any  more 
of  your  time.  But  I  just  wanted  to  make  those 
observations. 

BROTHER  SAh  MASO  (Local  143):  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, I  wish  th('  delegates  of  this  convention  to 
thoroughly  understand  that  every  member  of 
that  Executive  Council  is  above  reproach,  and 
their  integrity,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. 

We,  as  the  Executive  Council,  like  any  other 
tribunal,  heard  all  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  the 
facts  presented  by  both  sides.  We,  like  any  other 
tribunal,  can  only  judge  on  the  facts  that  are 
presented.  We,  as  the  Executive  Council,  are 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  protecting  the 
interests  of  our  local  unions.  Rest  assured, 
gentlemen,  that  that  was  exactly  what  we  did 
with  the  facts  that  were  presented.  No  one  on 
the  Executive  Council  played  politics;  no  one 
on  the  Executive  Council  at  any  time  would 
have  any  desire  to  destroy  any  of  our  local 
unions. 

This  is  nothing  new.  It  has  been  going  on 
for  a  number  of  years. 

We  in  the  Executive  Council,  as  I  have  said 
before,  were  hopeful  after  we  had  given  our 
decisions  that  they  would  go  back  home  and 
adjust  their  differences. 

Gentlemen,  there  was  a  whole  lot  involved 
in  this  whole  situation.  The  matter  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  court.  What  is  the  responsibility 
of  your  International  Union,  your  Executive 
Council?  Was  it  to  get  involved  in  a  court 
case?  Was  it  to  involve  your  International 
Union  to  the  extent  that  it  may  destroy  us 
because  jjcople  sometimes  little  realize  some 
factual  evidence  that  is  presented?  Believe  me, 
we  carefully  scrutinized,  we  listened  and 
listened,  and  when  we  arrived  at  the  decision, 
it  was  certainly  not  in  haste. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  from  the  floor  that  both 


152 


sides  have  agreed  again  to  have  a  case  referred 
back  to  the  Executive  Council.  That,  in  my 
opinion,  proves  conclusively  that  they  have  the 
confidence  in  the  Executive  Council  to  handle 
this  matter.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  be  in 
order,  I  move  that  the  motion  be  adopted. 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Brother 
Chairman,  I  am  surprised  to  hear  Brother  Maso 
get  up  here  to  defend  the  Executive  Council  in 
their  report  after  the  session  of  January,  1950, 
very  much  surprised,  because  Brother  Maso  was 
sick  during  that  whole  situation  and  wasn't  even 
present. 

Now  we  talked  about  the  decision  that  the 
Executive  Council  made,  and  defending  that 
kind  of  a  decision,  and  it's  purely  just  one  of 
those  things  that  he  is  getting  up  here  to  de- 
fend the  Board  that  he  belongs  on,  and  yet 
didn't  hear  the  case  hirnsclf.  He  wasn't  present. 
But  so  long  as  the  matter  of  the  courts  has 
come  in,  let  me  say  this — and  it  has  been  a 
known  fact — that  I,  more  than  any  other  mem- 
bers of  my  organization,  have  kept  a  cooler 
head  and  tried  to  keep  the  rest  of  them  cool. 

It  got  to  a  point,  and  you  may  as  well  know 
this — it  got  to  a  point  where  we  got  a  decision 
in  the  courts,  and  then  46  violated  it  again, 
and  then  they  were  brought  in  again  for  con- 
tempt of  court,  and  it  came  to  a  point  where 
there  may  have  been  a  jail  sentence,  and  we 
stopped  it.  That  wouldn't  do  us  any  good  to 
send  anybody  to  jail.  We  don't  want  that.  But 
if  it  comes  to  the  same  point  again,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  let  the  chips  fall  where  they 
may. 

BROTHER  MASO:  Mr.  Chairman,  just  a 
point  of  correction.  At  this  particular  time 
when  the  case  was  heard  in  New  York,  yes,  I 
was  sick.  But  this  matter  has  been  brought 
before  the  Executive  Council  in  Cleveland  time 
and  time  again.  I  was  in  Cleveland  and  I 
heard  the  case.  And  it  was  just  a  repetition.  It's 
repetitious  and  repetitious.  So  that  I  am  fully 
familiar  with  the  facts.  No  question  about  that. 
I  just  wanted  to  make  that  correction,  Mr. 
Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let  us  confine 
ourselves  to  the  question  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

BROTHER  STONE:  I  just  want  to  make 
one  observation,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  may. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  All  right,  go 
ahead. 

BROTHER  STONE:  Brother  Maso,  in  his 
eloquent  speech,  tried  to  straighten  the  Conven- 


tion out.  I  remember  vividly  and  correctly  thai 
he  didn't  even  act  on  the  case  in  New  York. 
I  want — Sal,  I  want  you  to  forgive  me — I  think 
that  you  conveniently  got  yourself  a  case  of 
arthritis.  (Laughter) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We're  not  going 
to  have  that.  We're  not  going  to  have  that.  We 
are  not  going  to  have  any  rross-firing.  None 
of  that. 

BROTHER  MASO:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't 
want  to  delve  into  [)er.<ionalities,  but  I  rest  my 
case  on  the  facts.  I  will  leave  it  with  the  rep- 
resentatives that  know  me.  I  will  leave  my 
illness  in  their  hands  as  to  my  integrity  as  to 
whether  or  not  I  was  able  to  attend.  If  you 
recall,  I  was  carried  in  for  one  day  by  the 
arms  of  two  men,  and  carried  out.  My  leg  was 
swollen,  I  was  unable  to  be  there  at  that  meet- 
ing. But  I  made  at  lea.st  an  attempt  to  stay. 
And  you  and  the  rest  of  the  Council  members 
and  those  that  were  pre.scnt,  even  those  from 
New  York,  from  244  and  6,  can  testify  that 
I  was  ill. 

.  .  .  Question  was  called  for  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  won't  have 
any  more  personalities,  please. 

BROTHER  WILLIAM  COHEN  (Local  6) : 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  going  to  go  into  any 
personalities  or  anything  like  that.  I  am  just 
going  to  say  this:  As  far  as  the  Executive 
Council's  report,  I  wouldn't  say  they  were  prej- 
udiced or  anything  at  all.  They  were  just  a 
little  naive,  that's  all.  But  I  have  my  confidence 
in  the  Executive  Council,  and  I'll  go  along 
with  the  report  of  the  Grievance  Committee  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  Executive  Council.  I'll  take 
my  chances  with  them. 

We  have  some  new  evidence,  and  we  have  a 
little  better  feeling  since  yesterday.  As  far  as 
Brother  Maso  is  concerned,  I  know  he  was  sick, 
because  I  tried  the  same  medicine  that  he  was 
taking,  and  I  gave  it  to  a  cousin  of  mine  and 
he  was  cured.  (Laughter)  So  I  just  say  to  you, 
I'll  go  along  with  the  Executive  Council. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  all  I  want  to  say  is 
this:  I  hope  that  the  Executive  Council  has 
the  full  power  to  act  this  time,  which  they 
didn't  have  three  years  ago.  I  thank  you. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council)  :  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  am  in  order,  I 
call  for  the  question. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Question  has 
been  called  for.  Is  there  a  sufficient  number? 
All  those  in  favor,  raise  their  hands.  (A  num- 
ber raised  their  hands)  There  is  a  sufficient 
number. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  is  the  adoption 
of  the  subject  matter  to  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  International  Union  for 
further  consideration  and  action.  You  have 
heard  the  action.  .\re  you  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? 

VOICE:  May  I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  that 
in  regard  to  Resolution  No.  6  and  No.  12,  both 
of  them? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  entire  mat- 
ter. All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  con- 
sent by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered,  and  the  subject 
matter  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Council  in 
its  entirety. 

BROTHER  COOK:  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
completes  the  report  of  the  Grievance  Commit- 
tee. The  rcprescntati\ es  on  that  committee 
were: 

J.  P.  Cook,  Mass.  Stale  Coun<  il.  Chairman. 

H.  D.  Kelly,  Local  66 

H.  D.  Brubaker,  Local  87 

S.  P.  Robinson,  Local  144 

F.  J.  .-Mien,  Loral  455 

L.  P.  Randall,  Local  155 

Jack  Bailey,  Local  234 

H.  V.  Rinneard,  Local  97 

Walter  Turner,  Wash. -Ore.  State  Council 

C.  C.  Seats,  Local  303 

H.  E.  Harrington,  Local  344 

F.  A.  Kline,  Local  350 

R.  H.  McHale,  Local  359 

Kenneth  Cushman,  Local  38!' 

This  completes  the  business  of  the  Grievance 
Committee.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  you  that 
the  Committee  be  discharged. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  the 
Committee  discharged.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  (Ques- 
tion was  called  for)  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered.  And 
the  Committee  is  given  a  vote  of  thanks. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Law. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chninnan 
and  Delegates,  continuing  the  partial  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Law. 

Resolution  No.  5,  Page  42,  Tuesday's  pro- 
ceedings. Sponsored  by:  J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7: 
Philip  Colbert,  Local  45 ;  Pruda  Morgan,  Local 
265;  Jack  Bailey,  Local  234. 

"BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  no  lathing  con- 
tractor that  is  registered  in  another  local  or  city 


be  permitted  to  come  in  another  local's  juris- 
diction and  sub-contract  work  from  a  contractoi 
that  lathers  are  already  employed  in  that  juris- 
diction." 

THE  COMMI  T  FEE  REPORT:  Your  Com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  the  condition 
which  ga\e  rise  to  this  resolution  as  explained 
l>y  the  sponsor  is  one  that  can  be  correctcc 
through  the  off  ice  of  our  International  Union 
and  does  not  require  a  change  in  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommends  non- 
concurrence,  and  I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  It  has 
been  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  Is  there  any  question' 
AW  those  in  favor  will. give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  so  ordered.  The  Committee. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
31,  Page  58,  Tuesday's  Proceedings.  Spon- 
sored by:  Ray  Venton,  Local  422;  California 
State  Council,  S.  P.  Robinson,  Secretary. 

"To  the  21st  Con\ention  of  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers: 

"RESOLVED:  That  we  change  the  8th  line 
of  Page  9,  Section  12  of  L.  I.  U.  C:onstitution 
from  the  words  'Anyone  of  the  twelve  Vice- 
Presidents'  to  read: 

"  'Any  member  of  the  L.  I.  U.  in  good  stand- 
ing for  five  (5)  years  shall  be  eligible  candi- 
date for  nomination  to  vacancy  of  General 
President  of  L.  I.  U.' 

■'The  rest  of  the  section  to  be  eliminated  or 
stricken  from  the  book." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPOR  T:  Your  Com- 
mittee recominends  that  this  resolution  be 
amended  by  deleting  the  present  Section  12 
from  the  Constitution  and  substituting  there- 
for the  following: 

"Section  12:  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  General  President  by  reason  of 
death  or  other  causes,  the  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer  shall  immediately  call  a  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Council  for  the  express  purpose 
of  electing  a  General  President.  Any  member 
of  the  Lathers  International  Union  in  contin- 
uous good  standing  for  a  jjeriod  of  not  less 
than  ten  (10)  years  shall  be  eligible  for  nom- 
ination to  this  vacancy.  The  candidate  receiv- 
ing the  majority  of  all  votes  cast  shall  be  im- 
mediately installed  as  the  General  President  for 
the  unexpired  term.  .\  complete  report  of  the 
nomination  and  vote  shall  be  |)ublished  in  the 
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next  siucccdiiiK  issue  of  ilic  ofricial  journal. 

"In  the  event  the  General  President  is  chosen 
from  the  ranks  of  the  Executive  Council,  then 
each  Vice-President  below  the  numerical  grade 
from  which  the  General  President  was  elevated, 
shall  advance  a  step  in  numerical  grade,  and 
the  Executive  Council  shall  by  majority  vote 
elect  a  member  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

"They  shall  fill  any  vacancy  in  their  own 
ranks  in  the  same  manner." 

As  amended,  your  Committee  rccommend.s 
concurrence.  I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
10,  Page  50,  Tuesday's  prorccdiiigs.  Sponsored 
by  William  E.  O'Connor,  Western  New  York 
District  Council. 

"WHEREAS,  Much  dissatisfaction  has  been 
caused  by  certain  acts  of  the  International 
office  such  as  the  agreements  with  the  car- 
penters and  the  plasterers,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Much  unrest  exists  because 
some  people  think  that  the  present  officers 
have  reached  an  age  of  retirement,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  present  International  of- 
fice has  listened  a  long  time  to  these  pres- 
sures without  fully  disclosing  the  full  weakness 
of  the  Lathers'  unions  in  any  of  the  general 
conventions,  such  as  A.  F.  of  L.  or  Building 
Trades,  and 

"WHEREAS,  To  disclose  the  full  weakness 
of  the  Lathers'  economic  force  in  the  voting 
at  Conventions  with  the  carpenters — ironwork- 
ers, etc.,  would  be  suicide,  and 

"WHEREAS,  should  anything  occur  to 
change  our  International  status  through  ill- 
ness or  death,  the  delegates  of  the  member 
locals  would  desire  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
election  of  our  representative  as  their  General 
President;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  12  of  Interna- 
tional By-Laws  be  rescinded  and  Section  5 
be  amended  as  follows:  After  the  word  'Presi- 
dent' insert  the  word  'Executive  Vice  Presi- 
dent'-— and  between  Sections  25  and  26,  insert 
the  words  'that  the  duties  of  the  Executive  Vice 
President  shall  be  to  assist  the  General  Presi- 
dent in  all  his  duties  and  to  take  his  place 
when  he  is  indisposed  and  further  that  he  shall 


succeed  liim  as  (icneral  President  in  event  ol 
death  or  any  other  failing  which  renders  hnii 
unable  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  his  office.' 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  As  the 
subject  matter  contained  in  this  resolution  was 
covered  by  the  passage  of  Resolution  No.  31, 
just  adopted,  we  recommend  this  resolution  be 
filed. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee 
report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  Any 
remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROIHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
27,  Page  57,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by:  Edward  F.  Vanderhoff,  Local  24,  and  J. 
Earl  Ferguson,  Buckeye  State  Council. 

"WHEREAS,  Because  there  ha\e  been  many 
substitutes,  introduced  to  eliminate  lathing  and 
plastering,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  largest  percentage  of  these 
substitutes  have  been  various  acoustical  systems, 
and 

"WHEREAS,  In  most  cases  of  acoustical 
systems,  they  include  a  method  of  light  iron 
furring,  clips,  splines,  etc.,  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  the  following  specific  acous- 
tical systems,  Hamly  ( Alumi-Coustic  Grid  Sys- 
tems) (Securitee)  Securitee  Standard  and  Econ- 
omy systems,  and  possibly  others,  the  method 
of  erection,  after  carrying  bars  have  been  in- 
stalled, is  such  that  the  application  of  the 
furring,  clips,  splines,  acoustical  tile  is  prac- 
tically one  operation,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Because  there  has  been  no  de- 
cision of  record  on  these  and  similar  systems; 
therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  our  International  Office 
instruct  our  local  unions  to  claim  jurisdiction 
for  this  type  of  acoustical  ceiling  in  its  en- 
tirety, and  further  that  our  General  President 
work  to  the  end  of  obtaining  a  permanent  de- 
cision on  same." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  In  view  ol 
the  fact  that  this  resolution  instructs  the  Inter- 
national Office  and  calls  upon  the  General 
President  to  instruct  our  local  unions  with  re- 
spect to  claiming  jurisdiction  on  this  type  of 
acoustical  ceiling  set  forth  therein,  your  Com- 
mittee recommends  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  General  President. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 
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PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  ha»  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  VANDERHOFF  (Local  24): 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  this,  in  our  International 
Constitution,  it  states  that  all  brackets  and 
clips  is  the  work  of  the  Lathers.  Now  all  these 
acoustical  ceilings  where  there  are  no  decisions 
rendered,  are  hung  by  clips,  and  the  Carpenter 
is  claiming  this.  And  your  Carpenters  Interna- 
tional sends  letters  to  their  local  representatives 
claiming  it.  When  our  Lathers  are  installing 
this  acoustical  block,  they  got  the  letter  from 
their  International  showing  that  their  Inter- 
national claims  this  work.  The  Lather  has 
nothing  to  show  outside  of  the  green  book 
where  it  says  "clips." 

My  idea  was  that  our  International  Presi- 
dent instruct  all  of  our  locals  to  claim  these 
acoustical  block  ceilings  which  are  rightfully 
ours  under  the  construction,  the  way  it  is 
put  up.  Wc  have  been  losing  all  this  work. 
We  have  big  high  schools  in  there,  where 
there  is  only  $700  or  $800  worth  of  lathing 
and  plastering.  The  rest  is  all  of  this  cemented 
ceiling  with  this  acoustic,  which  I  think  right- 
fully belongs  to  the  Lather. 

Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Arc  there  any 
further  remarks? 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  the  intent  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  is  to  see  that  the  proper 
channel  is  followed  through  to  take  care  of 
that,  to  see  that  all  work  that  belongs  to  us 
is  brought  back  to  the  International  Union. 
And  that  is  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee itself,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? I  want  you  all  to  keep  in  mind  that 
the  General  President  doesn't  carry  any  magic 
wand.  (Laughter)  He  has  got  to  fight  for  all 
these  things,  and  you  have  to  justify  them,  so 
that  is  what  we  still  have  to  try  to  do  with 
this  one,  the  same  as  anything  else. 

(Question  was  called  for.)  If  there  are  no 
further  remarks,  we  will  vote  on  the  question. 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report  will  signify  by  saying,  "aye;" 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

The  Committee. 

BROTHER   HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 


33,  Page  58,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by  W.  B.  Conklin,  Local  81. 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  Convention  adopt  a 
system  of  identification  such  as  picture  in  our 
dues  book,  so  that  positive  identification  can 
be  made  by  various  representatives  of  Locals 
before  putting  traveling  members  to  work." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your  Com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  merit  to 
the  intent  of  this  resolution,  and  believes  that 
it  warrants  futher  investigation  and  study. 

Recommends  that  this  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  with 
power  to  act. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:   Resolution  No. 

34,  Page  58,  Tuesday's  Proceedings,  sponsored 
by  General  President  McSorley. 

"WHEREAS,  The  members  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  have  learned  through  hard 
experience  that  the  goals  of  American  Labor 
are  not  limited  to  higher  wages  and  better 
working  conditions;  that  adequate  protection 
requires  a  broader  concern  with  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  trade  unionist,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Organized  Labor  knows  that 
it  has  an  important  stake  in  the  battle  against 
the  diseases  which  ravage  the  bodies  and  minds 
of  its  members  and  their  families,  and 

"WHEREAS,  We  can  be  thankful  that 
pioneers  in  the  ranks  of  labor,  as  long  as  39 
years  ago,  founded  the  CITY  OF  HOPE, 
where  sufferers  from  tuberculosis  are  treated 
without  one  penny  of  cost,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  CITY  OF  HOPE  has  now 
become  a  national  medical  center,  aiming  to 
treat  all  long-term  diseases,  and  has  already 
established  the  only  all-free  all-cancer  hospitcd 
under  philanthropic  auspices  in  America,  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the 
labor  movement,  facilities  at  the  CITY  OF 
HOPE  are  made  available  to  patients,  not  in  a 
sense  of  charity,  but  as  a  matter  of  social 
justice  with  full  regard  to  human  dignity  and 
individual  worth,  and 

"WHEREAS,  A  substantial  number  of  Inter- 
national Unions  are  presently  utilizing  the 
facilities  of  the  CITY  OF  HOPE  for  their 
members,  and 
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"WHEREAS,  Leading  International  Unions 
have  given  support  to  the  CITY  OF  HOPE,  in 
the  form  of  union-endowed  buildings,  depart- 
ments, and  equipment,  as  well  as  providing  for 
day  to  day  maintenance,  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  meeting  in  New 
York  City,  September  15-23,  wholeheartedly 
endorse  the  work  and  services  of  the  CITY  OF 
HOPE;  and  be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  we  urge  all  afTiliated 
International  Unions  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  embark  in  the  coming  year 
upon  a  campaign  effort,  which  will  culminate 
in  the  establishment  of  a  memorial  to  our  late, 
revered  leader,  Samuel  Gompers,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  CITY  OF  HOPE." 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
CONCURRENCE.  I  move  the  Committee  re- 
port. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
38,  Page  59,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by:  J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  228;  N.  B.  Smith, 
Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  &  Vic. 
D.  C;  Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235;  A.  B. 
Smith,  Local  503;  N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50; 
J.  W.  Black,  Local  406;  Oswald  Jones,  Sr., 
Local  26;  F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  62;  L.  F. 
Dickson,  Local  216;  Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local 
513;  R.  W.  Ford,  Local  466;  W.  F.  Davis,  Ga. 
State  Co.;  Pruda  Morgan,  Local  265. 

"WHEREAS,  In  our  small  locals  it  is  difficult 
for  the  Apprentice  to  learn  the  trade  in  the 
time  they  should,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  do 
not  have  steady  work  in  their  jurisdiction.  In 
some  cases  it  takes  three  to  four  years  for  them 
to  work  at  the  trade  the  required  two  years. 

"WHEREAS,  They  are  not  permitted  to 
transfer  or  follow  the  Contractor  or  Shop  to 
which  they  are  assigned  into  another  jurisdic- 
tion; this  is  an  unjust  hardship  on  these  deserv- 
ing boys  who  will  be  the  Lathers  and  Union 
leaders  of  tomorrow. 

"WHEREAS,  Other  Union  Crafts  permit 
their  Apprentices  to  follow  their  home  town 
Contractors  into  another  jurisdiction.  There- 
fore, be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  approving  this  resolution  to  permit 
Apprentices  to  transfer  when  following  the 


Contractor  or  Shop  to  which  they  arc  assigned. 
Be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  Section  169  through 
172  be  amended  to  read  'Apprentices  will  be 
permitted  to  transfer  when  following  the  Con- 
tractor or  Shop  to  which  they  arc  assigned, 
but  not  to  exceed  one  transferred  Apprentice 
per  job.'  " 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  As  your 
Committee  feels  that  the  Apprentice  Training 
Programs  are  being  conducted  in  the  main 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  by  our  local 
unions  in  conjunction  with  their  city,  state 
and  federal  apprenticeship  training,  the  Com- 
mittee feels  that  the  apprenticeship  program 
is  properly  a  matter  of  local  autonomy.  There- 
fore, recommends  non-concurence. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question?  Any 
remarks?  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual 
consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered.  The  Committee. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No.  1, 
Page  41,  Tuesday's  proceedings,  and  No.  37, 
Page  59,  the  same  day's  proceedings. 

Resolution  No.  1  is  sponsored  by:  Thomas 
V.  Hanlon,  Francis  G.  Baker,  Manuel  Farrell, 
and  Jas.  Healy,  Delegate,  Local  No.  65. 

"WHEREAS,  The  Wood,  Wire  &  Metal 
Lathers'  International  Union's  Journal  is  sup- 
posed to  keep  the  members  advised  of  the 
activities  of  our  International  and  Local 
Unions,  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  never  any  reports  in 
the  Journal  of  the  activities  of  the  International 
Vice-Presidents,  Special  Representatives  or  Or- 
ganizers, and 

"WHEREAS,  Many  other  International 
Unions  affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades  De- 
partment give  reports  of  the  activities  of  their 
International  Officers,  Vice  Presidents,  Special 
Representatives  and  Organizers;  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  Wood,  Wire  & 
Metal  Lathers'  International  Union  will  pub- 
lish monthly  reports  of  the  Vice  Presidents, 
Special  Representatives,  Organizers  and  others 
doing  organizing  work;  and  be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  following  informa- 
tion will  be  published  concerning  the  Interna- 
tional Organizers,  Vice  Presidents,  Special  Rep- 
resentatives and  others  doing  organizing  work, 
the  date  of  their  appointment,  geographical  area 
to  which  an  organizer  or  special  representative 
is  assigned,  the  number  of  the  Local  Union 
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having  dispute,  the  nature  of  the  dispute,  the 
meetings  attended,  tlie  names  of  conferees  and 
the  date  of  conferences,  and  the  support — or 
non-support — of  the  local  Building  Trades 
Councils." 

Resolution  No.  37  is  sponsored  by:  N.  B. 
Smith,  D.  B.  P.  B.  Counties  &  Vicinity;  Guy  A. 
Browcr,  Local  23.5;  N.  A.  Escla\on,  Local  50; 
J.  G.  Garrison,  I^ocal  228;  Oswald  Jones,  Sr., 
Local  26;  F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  62;  L.  F.  Dick- 
son, Local  216;  Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local  513;  R. 
W.  Ford,  Local  466: 

"WHEREAS,  For  the  past  several  years,  we 
the  members  of  the  L.LU.  have  been  paying  the 
salaries  of  the  organizers  of  the  L.  L  U  but 
we  never  receive  any  report  as  to  where  they 
went  or  what  they  did,  the  only  thing  they  tell 
us  is  how  much  their  expense  and  salary  was. 

"WHEREAS,  June,  1952,  Executive  Board 
Disbursement  was  $7,860.05.  June  1952,  Or- 
ganizing salary  was  $4,849.41.  We  were  on  a 
hot  and  dirty  job,  working  hard  and  sweating  to 
pay  these  bills.  Where  were  you  fellows  and 
what  did  you  do?  We  want  to  know.  Therefore, 
be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  approving  this  resolution,  that  a  full 
report  of  all  of  the  Officers  of  the  L.  I.  U  as 
to  where  they  were,  what  they  did  and  their 
expense  and  salary  be  published  in  the  Lather, 
the  official  organ  of  the  L.  L  U.  monthly." 
THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT: 

Both  of  these  resolutions  provide  for  the  pub- 
lishing of  detailed  reports  of  International  or- 
ganizers, Vice-Presidents,  and  special  representa- 
tives in  our  monthly  journal.  Your  Committee 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  intent  and  purpose  ex- 
pressed in  these  resolutions,  but  realize  that  all 
too  frequently  they  contain  information  which 
gives  ammunition  to  our  opponents  in  other 
organizations  which  has  been  in  the  past  too 
often  used  against  the  best  interests  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  and  its  affiliated  locals. 

Your  Committee  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  prior  to  1930,  our  official  journal  did 
carry  detailed  reports  of  our  organizers  on 
assignment  by  the  General  President,  which  re- 
ports were  many  times  used  by  opponents  of  our 
organization  against  our  best  interests. 

The  16th  Convention  (September,  1929)  saw 
fit  to  remove  this  provision  from  its  constitution, 
as  they  found  too  much  publicity  was  contained 
in  these  published  reports  which  proved  harm- 
ful to  the  best  interests  of  our  organization.  At 
that  Convention,  Section  30,  which  reads  as 
follows,  was  adopted  and  is  now  contained  in 
our  constitution: 


'Section  30.  The  reports  of  organizers  shall 
be  omitted  from  the  Official  Journal  of  the  L. 
I.  U.  and  the  General  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
furnish  a  monthly  report  of  the  activities  of  the 
organizers  to  all  local  secretaries.' 

Your  Committee  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  provisions  of  this  section  of  our  con- 
stitution have  not  been  complied  with. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  immediately  place  the  provisions  of 
this  section  in  full  force  and  effect  in  order  that 
our  local  unions  and  membership  may  properly 
be  advised  as  to  the  work  and  functions  of  our 
paid  organizers  and  special  representatives,  and 
recommend  that  Resolutions  1  and  37  be  filed. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  was  called  for)  I'd  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  myself. 

I  made  this  recommendation  in  part  of  my 
scries  of  recommendations.  We  are  changing 
the  policy  of  the  International  Union;  we  are 
going  to  have  steadily  employed  organizers. 
And  personally,  I  don't  see  any  reason  in  the 
world  why  they  should  not  make  a  report 
monthly.  Because  it  will  give  to  the  membership, 
who  are  paying  the  freight,  an  opportunity  to 
know  what  is  going  on  and  what  is  being  done. 
And  I  think  instead  of  trying  to  hide  behind 
a  barrel  or  under  any  form  of  secrecy,  that  we 
should  publicize  ourselves,  our  activities,  and 
our  aims  and  objectives.  And  I  think  there  is 
no  better  way  to  do  that  than  by  publishing  the 
report  of  our  paid  emissaries  every  month  in  the 
official  Journal.  I  recommended  it.  (Applause) 

It's  up  to  the  Convention.  It's  up  to  this 
Convention  to  decide  as  to  whether  they  want 
that  program  or  whether  they  do  not  want  it. 
We  will,  therefore,  put  the  question  to  the 
house. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  you  put  the  question,  I  think  it  should 
be  pointed  out  that  the  Committee  discussed 
this  thing  at  some  length,  discussed  this  prob- 
lem at  some  length.  And  the  statements  made 
by  the  President  were  also  considered  by  the 
Committee.  Remember,  it's  a  Committee  of  30, 
a  large  committee.  And  it  was  their  thought 
that  there  had  been  some  damage  in  the  past, 
as  explained  to  them  by  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  had  served  as  organizers  in  various 
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parts  of  the  country,  and  that  the  information 
in  the  Journal  had  been  used  against  the  In- 
ternational Union  by  its  opponents  and  other 
organizations.  And  they  felt  that  the  same  re- 
sults could  be  obtained,  would  have  been  ob- 
tained all  the  way  through,  had  the  reports 
been  mailed  by  the  Secretary  to  every  local 
secretary  in  our  International  Union. 

I  am  not  certainly  concerned  about  whether 
or  not  you  publish  it  in  the  Journal  myself, 
or  to  the  local  secretary  by  a  special  letter.  But 
the  fact  remains  that  danger  was  there.  The 
President  sees  fit  that  it  should  be  published 
in  the  open  Journal,  which  goes  to  all  interna- 
tional unions,  many  other  organizations  of  con- 
tractors, public  libraries,  and  it's  a  general  cir- 
culation of  a  magazine  which  I  think  goes  to 
many  people  outside  of  our  own  organization. 

In  voting  on  this  particular  matter,  you  have 
to  keep  in  mind  that — that  it  is  not  just  a 
matter  of  Journals  going  to  our  local  member- 
ships. If  you  could  eliminate  the  circulation  of 
them  to  libraries,  to  contractors'  organizations, 
to  other  international  unions,  and  so  forth,  who 
are  on  the  mailing  list,  I  assume,  like  any  other 
magazine  of  a  commercial  nature,  you  might 
avoid  the  problem  which  the  Committee  dis- 
cussed. But  I  leave  that   to  the  Convention. 

BROTHER  G.  T.  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council)  :  I  am  sorry  that  I  returned  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  1929  Convention,  as  I  was 
the  signatory  to  the  resolution  that  was  adopted 
at  the  St.  Louis  Convention  in  reference  to  this 
law  that  has  been  in  the  Constitution  since 
1929. 

If  you  delegates  will  recall,  that  we  were  in 
the  era  of  prohibition  at  that  time.  And  many 
of  the  dear  brothers  would  circulate  in  many 
"blind  pigs,"  etcetera,  and  you  could  go  into 
any  of  those  places  and  find  one  of  our  official 
journals,  in  the  central  labor  temples.  And  it 
showed  the  weakness  in  the  Journal  of  ourselves 
in  the  publicity  that  was  given  by  many  of  our 
organizers,  where  other  organizations  were  en- 
croaching upon  the  jurisdiction  of  our  organi- 
zation. 

My  thought,  in  thinking  of  that  time,  was 
trying  to  eliminate  this  publicity  from  getting 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  And  that  is  the 
reason  why  the  resolution  was  introduced  at 
the  1 6th  Convention  of  this  organization. 

I  don't  blame  the  delegates  for  criticizing 
the  reason  that  they  did  not  receive  the  reports 
from  the  oiganizers.  I  don't  blame  the  General 
President  in  the  position  he  has  taken  at  this 
time.  The  law  was  there.  It's  not  my  fault, 
when  I  introduced  the  resolution,  that  the  law 


wasn't  carried  out.  I  know  when  I  i cjjrcscnted 
this  organization,  I  sent  in,  befonr  the  25th  of 
the  month,  a  detailed  report  of  my  activities  in 
this  organization.  And  while  I  wai  in  office 
these  reports  were  sent  to  the  organization  in 
line  with  the  constitution. 

Now  for  the  life  of  me,  I  just  can't  under- 
stand that  it's  not  just  as  prevalent  today 
with  our  enemies  as  it  was  then,  and  more  so. 
Arc  we  going  to  give  them  food  for  thought? 
.Are  we  going  to  allow  them  to  get  some  more 
material  to  stack  up  against  us? 

I  only  just  have  to  say  in  the  report  of  the 
General  President  here  at  this  convention,  he 
states  here,  on  page  4,  in  one  of  the  para- 
graphs, under  Jurisdiction  disputes — and  he  is 
so  right  on  the  question — "I  will  therefore  re- 
frain from  further  comment  upon  these  sub- 
jects until  they  are  given  further  consideration 
by  the  Convention  Committees,  as  I  believe 
too  much  publicity  of  our  troubles  with  other 
trades  may  not  be  to  the  best  interest  of  our 
International  Union." 

That  is  my  thinking,  just  the  same  as  his. 
And  that  was  the  thinking  of  the  Committee. 
There  is  no  harm,  as  I  say,  if  the  section  of 
the  constitution  is  carried  out.  And  let  us  get 
the  reports  out  from  the  various  representatives 
of  this  organization  instead  of  publishing  it  in 
the  Journal.  And  that  is  my  thought  on  this 
resolution. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? 

BROTHER  PEFFER  (Local  483):  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  sat  in  on  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee with  some  of  the  members,  and  I  thought 
from  the  beginning  that  the  publicity  that  was 
sent  out  through  the  Official  Journal  should  be 
always  published.  Because  I  have  heard  com- 
ment after  comment  for  years  that,  "Why  isn't 
this  organizer  there?"  or  "Where  is  he  when 
he  was  sent  out?"  and  so  forth.  You  members 
should  find  out  the  activities  of  this  organizer. 
But  I  did  believe  and  thought  the  lesser  of  the 
two  evils,  during  the  Committee,  when  I  made 
a  motion,  after  considerable  discussion,  that  we 
would  recommend  to  the  General  Secretary  to 
send  out  publications  of  the  organizers  or  the 
Vice-Presidents  as  to  their  activities  once  a 
month. 

That  was  my  recommendation  as  a  motion 
in  this  meeting.  I  think  that  will  answer  the 
purpose,  because  I  felt  also  then  there  was 
some  activity  that  probably  we  would  not  want 
to  have  publicized,  for  different  purposes.  This 
Journal  does  not  only  reach  the  hands  of  our 
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members.  It  is  also  sent  out  sometimes  to  other 
people  and  the  press. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  just  want  to 
add  this  one  word:  That  I  am  one  of  those 
that  believe  that  we  have  nothing  to  hide. 
Wc  are  a  legitimate  organization.  We  are  doing 
business  legitimately.  And  we  shouldn't  be 
ashamed  or  attempt  to  secretly  hide  our  stuff 
under  any  pile. 

We  also  have  the  case  of  the  report.  The  re- 
port is  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  local  union. 
The  secretary  may  read  it,  and  he  may  not 
read  it.  Or  he  may  throw  it  in  a  drawer  or  a 
basket  and  forget  about  it.  If  the  efforts  and 
the  activities  of  our  representatives  are  pub- 
lished in  the  Journal  each  month,  then  our 
membership,  who  pay  the  freight,  will  get  an 
opportunity  to  know  and  understand  what  they 
are  doing. 

So  we  will  leave  it  up  to  the  convention  to 
decide  as  to  what  they  want  to  do. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  with  your 
remarks  that  we  have  nothing  to  hide.  But  we 
also  know  that  in  some  localities  in  the  country 
we  lose  certain  types  of  work,  maybe  through 
the  laxity  of  the  Union,  maybe  through  the 
laxity  of  the  organizer.  But  if  that  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Journal  that  we  lost  a  certain 
case,  it  not  only  hits  that  local,  but  it  hits 
every  other  local  in  the  country. 

We  shouldn't  hide  anything,  but  I'll  be 
darned  if  I  want  to  see  published  in  the 
L.'\THER  that  we  lose  base  bead  or  chair  rail 
or  something  else  in  Jersey  City,  and  have 
that  officially  recorded,  and  then  have  that 
LATHER  sent  to  the  Carpenters  International 
Union.  And  that  is  what  is  being  done,  or 
what  would  be  done  if  the  Carpenters'  Inter- 
national Union  requested  that  LATHER. 

Let's  not  give  them  any  ammunition.  If  a 
secretary  receives  a  report  and  he  doesn't  read 
it  off  to  his  local  union,  everybody  in  this  hall 
from  every  local  in  the  country  knows  that 
he  is  going  to  get  it.  And  if  he  doesn't  read 
it  off,  then  take  him  out  of  office.  He  doesn't 
belong  there.  Because  those  records  are  part 
of  that  International  Union  and  should  be 
read  to  that  local.  And  I  certainly  agree  with 
the  speakers  that  you  know  and  I  know  that 
the  LATHERS  are  left  around  in  different 
labor  union  buildings  where  any  trade  can 
pick  them  up. 

In  this  resolution  it  stated  about  the 
Plumber,  what  was  in  the  Plumbers'  Journal. 
Who  is  going  to  claim  the  Plumber's  work? 


The  steamfitter.  And  they  both  belong  to  the 
same  industry. 

So,  Gentlemen,  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  to 
disagree  with  the  General  President  on  this, 
but  I  believe  that  the  reports  arc  not  secret, 
but  they  should  be  mailed  to  the  Secretary, 
and  the  secretary  read  them  off  so  that  every 
member  of  the  local  imion  can  read  them. 
(Applause) 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  As  a 
member,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  Resolutions 
Committee,  and  a  delegate,  I  have  heartily 
concurred  as  an  individual  of  that  committee 
in  the  recommendation,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee,  I  believe,  was  unani- 
mous. But  there  is  one  other  factor  that  was 
involved  in  it  which  I  discussed  at  the  com- 
mittee meetings. 

I  have  never  objected  to  the  publication  of 
the  activities  of  the  organizers,  the  General 
President,  or  anything  else  we  might  do  under 
this  new  program.  But  I  have  felt  all  along, 
and  I  felt  it  should  have  been  placed  within 
that  particular  resolution — although,  as  I  say, 
some  of  them  didn't  agree,  and  their  opinions 
were  respected  by  me — that  there  should  have 
been  some  censorship  by  the  General  President 
in  reference  to  probably  certain  sections  of 
the  report  of  an  organizer,  or  a  vice-president 
who  might  be  on  the  road.  In  that  way  at 
least  the  objectionable  factors  that  we  know 
can  hurt  us,  that  might  be  detrimental,  would 
be  eliminated  from  the  report. 

I  didn't  feel,  when  I  concurred  in  this  reso- 
lution, that  placing  that  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  was  anything  that  would  be  detri- 
mental to  us,  even  though  it  would  be  the 
entire  report,  because  it  was  going  to  and 
could  be  confined  in  letter  form  and  mime- 
ographed. 

There  is  only  one  fact  otherwise  involved 
in  this  problem,  and  that  is  the  Journal.  It  is 
a  wonderful  magazine,  as  we  all  know.  It  is 
educational.  I  think  the  General  President  and 
the  Secretary  are  doing  an  excellent  job  in 
reference  to  the  entire  matter  of  covering  the 
Journal.  There  is  this  factor  involved,  also, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  problem  in  every  union  and 
in  this  International  Union,  including  my  own, 
which  is  what  we  consider  a  pretty  large  union. 
There  are  not  ten  per  cent  of  the  Journals 
that  are  sent  in  to  the  unions  that  arc  dis- 
tributed. Now,  we  blame  the  secretaries.  I  do, 
myself,  in  my  own  area.  We  expect  them  to 
see  that  it  is  properly  sent  out.  Nevertheless, 
we  have  so  many  problems  to  do  that  it  is 
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eventually  put  to  one  side  and  there  is  noth- 
ing done  about  it.  And  we  destroy,  1  would 
say  definitely,  without  equivocation,  75  per 
cent  of  the  Journals.  They  arc  thrown  in  the 
paper  rack  and  placed  outside  of  the  bnildinp; 
to  be  carted  away. 

It's  a  very,  very  contemptible  thing  to  realize 
that  wc  lose  that  publication,  which  is  so  grand. 
But  it's  one  of  the  factors  that  has  made  me, 
in  my  opinion,  feel  that  we  should  follow 
some  other  method,  and  I  still  believe,  in  my 
opinion — and  it  is  a  humble  one,  to  all  of 
you — that  the  Secretary  should  receive  the  re- 
ports, and  that  the  General  President,  at  his 
discretion,  or  the  Secretary,  whoever  you  may 
say,  should  at  least  censor  some  of  the  re- 
marks that  may  have  to  go  into  those  pub- 
lished reports,  and  that's  the  way  I  feel, 
brothers. 

BROTHER  C.  KNIGHT  (Local  127):  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  are  in  a  very  precarious  posi- 
tion in  the  state  of  Texas.  Brother  Fairbanks 
told  you  about  it  when  we  opened  this  conven- 
tion. We  brag  about  a  lot  of  things,  but  there 
is  one  thing  we  do  not  brag  about,  and  that 
is  our  labor  laws,  or  rather,  our  anti-labor  laws 
in  Texas.  They  are  very  vicious,  far  more  vi- 
cious than  the  Taft-Hartley  Act.  There  are 
numerous  cases  in  Texas  where  we  have  been 
hailed  into  court,  the  entire  records  of  the  or- 
ganization subpoenaed,  the  minutes  read  into 
the  court  records  and  used  against  us. 

Now,  this  is  the  one  thing  that  we  fear  is 
some  of  the  things  that  might  be  in  those  re- 
ports. It  is  extremely  difficult  to  operate  in 
the  state  of  Texas  without  violating  the  anti- 
closed  shop  laws,  and  those  things  could  very 
easily  be  taken  into  court  and  used  against 
us,  as  the  minutes  of  our  local  unions  have 
been  done  in  Texas.  Our  attorneys  have 
schooled  us  very  carefully  on  how  to  write  up 
our  minutes.  That  is  a  bad  situation,  but  never- 
theless, it  exists,  and  we  must  protect  ourselves 
to  our  very  best  ability  along  those  lines. 

BROTHER  SPILL ANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  we 
accept  the  report  of  the  Resolutions  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  before 
the  house.  We  are  talking  on  that. 

BROTHER  E.  R.  GOFF  (Local  140):  I 
suggest  that  if  this  goes  over,  to  publish  it  in 
the  Journal,  for  goodness'  sake,  in  Texas  let's 
send  it  to  our  State  Federation  of  Labor  at- 
torney and  ask  him  to  do  something  to  it  before 
it  is  published.  Because  they  have  a  right  at 
any  time  to  examine  our  minutes,  and  do. 


periodically.  There  arc  certain  tilings  in  Texas 
we  can't  put  in  our  minutes,  we  can't  put  on 
record  at  our  Executive  Board  meeting.  We 
are  fighting  such  things  as  that,  and  I  hate  to 
see  our  organizer  in  the  state  of  Texas  pub- 
lish lots  and  lots  of  things  that  will  really  put 
us  behind  the  state  laws. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL  (Local  82):  I 
don't  know  how  many  of  the  delegates  have 
been  invited  to  one  of  the  Carpenters'  Halls. 
A  year  ago,  under  the  dispute  between  the 
lathers  and  carpenters,  I  met  with  them  in 
their  hall  in  the  city  of  South  Bend,  and  on 
the  table  was  a  stack  of  letters  that  had  been 
presented  to  the  business  agent,  representative 
of  the  Carpenters'  Local,  by  his  International. 

We  are  not  going  to  hide  any  decisions  rend- 
ered against  us  from  the  Carpenters'  Union. 
Any  decision  handed  down  under  a  dispute  of 
any  kind,  regardless  of  whether  it  is  a  lather, 
ironworker,  plumber,  or  whatever  it  is — the 
Carpenters'  Locals  throughout  this  country  are 
immediately  notified  of  this  decision. 

So  I  go  along  with  the  General  President 
and  say  that  we  should  publish  it,  that  every 
lather  would  read  it  in  our  Journal.  We  have 
nothing  to  hide.  We'd  rather  fight.  Let's  print 
it  and  fight. 

BROTHER  F.  J.  WILBERT  (Local  64):  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
yourself.  Just  recently  in  the  city  of  East  St. 
Louis,  in  the  controversy  which  you  well  re- 
call, that  happened  in  the  last  week,  we  met 
with  the  committee  of  the  carpenters,  and  I 
went  down  with  one  sole  purpose,  to  find  out 
just  what  rights  they  had  to  claim  this,  if 
they  had  received  any  decisions  of  any  kind  in 
regards  to  this.  They  had  not.  But  you  know, 
you  requested  me  to  find  out  and  to  forward  it 
to  you,  and  I  was  surprised — in  fact,  the  first 
surprise  came  to  me  about  six  months  ago. 
I  went  down  there  with  nothing  in  my  hands, 
solely  to  find  out  information,  and  while  there, 
in  this  discussion,  out  came  a  book  compiled 
of  all  decisions  that  were  rendered  in  their 
favor.  That  has  been  compiled  into  an  enormous 
little  book.  I  don't  know  whether  it's  in  the 
other  sections  of  this  country,  but  I  will  say 
that  in  the  area  of  Southern  Illinois — and  I 
think  it  has  eaten  its  way  clear  up  around 
Chicago — they  have  that  in  an  open  book.  It's 
hard  to  get,  but  you  can  get  them.  They  are 
not  hiding  that. 

I  think  everything  should  come  out.  Decis- 
ions that  are  made  should  be  put  in  that 
book,  because  after  all,  it's  educational  for  us 


161 


if  we  can  scr  how  the  decisions  arc  made. 
It's  true  that  tliese  Journals  that  wc  get  are 
neglected,  but  I  will  say  one  thing  as  Secretary, 
which  I  have  been  for  a  long  time:  I  bring 
those  Journals  to  the  meeting  hall  every  meet- 
ing, and  before  I  leave  that  hall — it's  a  shame 
the  way  those  Journals  arc  scattered  and  left  on 
the  floors — I  ijathcr  those  up  and  take  them 
back  home,  and  I  keep  them  at  my  place. 
Every  since  I  have  been  secretary  I  have  kept 
copies  of  them,  and  also  the  copies  which  our 
General  Secretary  sends  us.  I  will  say  that  in 
the  last  several  years  I  have  not  received  any 
more,  and  that  is  why  the  rank  and  file  has 
questioned  me  a  lot  of  times  as  to  what  our 
organizers  and  vice  presidents  are  doing  to 
receive  this  money  that  they  are  receiving,  on 
their  missions.  And  I,  myself,  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  organization,  and  also  the  or- 
ganizers, to  give  the  true  facts,  because  I  think 
it  will  be  educational,  will  do  a  lot  of  good 
in  the  locals.  Once  they  are  placed  in  the 
Journal  or  read  before  the  body,  they  are 
familiarized  with  them,  and  in  case  something 
comes  up  you  can  refer  back  to  that,  so  that 
before  the  organizer  gets  there  you  have  some 
ground  to  work  on. 
I  thank  you. 

BROTHER  FAIRBANKS:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
want  to  carry  out  a  little  further  about  the 
Texas  law.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  committee's 
report  for  various  reasons,  and  I  won't  take 
too  much  of  your  time.  I  want  to  make  you 
aware  of  the  famous  Dale  Daniels  Act  100 
from  Texas.  They  compel  each  and  every 
organizer  in  this  state,  if  you  go  out  organizing 
outside  of  your  own  local — your  local  officers 
are  not  considered — but  anyone  paid  as  an 
organizer  in  this  state  has  to  be  registered 
under  the  Dale  Daniels  Act.  I  have  the  certifi- 
cate right  here  in  my  pocket. 

Therefore  you  are  subject  to  Texas  law.  It 
comes  along  in  your  famous  Bill  267,  and  we 
have  twelve — I  can't  name  all  of  them  here,  but 
we  have  twelve  vicious  anti-labor  laws  in  this 
state.  Any  one  of  them  is  far  more  vicious  than 
the  Taft-Hartley  Law.  We  went  through  a 
nation-wide  suit  here  that  carried  us  clear  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  the 
right  to  picket.  We  succeeded  in  winning  a 
decision.  It  cost  us  a  tremendous  sum  of 
money.  But  we  are  not  sure  that  we  will  win 
the  next  one.  It's  still  in  the  court. 

Now,  I  am  not  a  bit  afraid.  In  some  instances 
the  local  unions  where  I  operated — maybe  I 
created  a  little  dissension  on  my  decisions.  I 
would  readily  send  them  the  third  copy  of  my 


report  ni>self,  whidi  1  did.  1  srncl  our  U)  head- 
quarters, I  keep  one  myself,  and  1  .send  it  to 
the  local  union  involved.  Now,  none  of  the 
International  oflficers,  I  am  sure,  from  the 
President  down,  would  object  to  any  activities 
of  his  being  publicized.  We  are  perfectly  will- 
ing to  make  a  report.  I  like  to  make  a  report 
lionestly  and  sincerely.  But  in  many  cases  you 
have  to  make  a  report  of  the  facts  as  you  find 
them,  whether  the  trouble  is  in  the  outside  or 
whether  it's  within  the  union — what  methods 
we  are  using  to  correct  the  issue,  and  every- 
thing. If  you  make  a  report,  it's  no  good  unless 
it  is  complete.  If  you  leave  inferences  just  for 
your  superior  officer  to  read  between  the  lines, 
then  the  report  is  actually  of  no  consqucnce. 

So  I  am  in  favor  of  all  of  our  activities,  of 
course.  I  would  like  to  see  a  law  passed  that 
the  International  Union  men  have  a  report 
just  the  same  as  the  General  Secretary- 
Treasurer — have  a  full  three  years'  report,  a 
concise  report  of  their  activities,  because  the 
rank  and  file  most  certainly  should  know  what 
their  paid  officers  arc  doing,  and  no  Inter- 
national officer,  I  believe,  has  any  intention  of 
hiding  any  part  of  his  work  or  his  activities, 
or — excuse  the  expression — his  expense  account, 
or  anything  else,  from  the  rank  and  file.  And 
I  would  like  to  see  the  reports  made  in  such 
a  manner  that  our  enemies  will  not  be  able 
to  use  them. 

BROTHER  W.  HIGNIGHT  (Local  386): 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  not  arguing  on  the  point 
if  decisions  that  are  rendered  against  us.  We 
all  abide  by  those  decisions  to  the  best  of  our 
ability.  The  thing  that  we  are  arguing  about 
now  is  the  report  of  the  organizers  being 
published,  and  in  some  instances  where  they 
have  had  to  concede  to  our  enemies,  we  do 
not  wish  to  have  it  published,  because  in  other 
states  where  this  has  happened,  we  are  still 
fighting  and  we  hope  to  get  a  favorable  de- 
cision. Sometimes  we  lose.  But  in  this  instance 
where  the  organizers'  reports  are  published  and 
they  have  lost  on  certain  jobs,  a  job  decision, 
we  are  still  fighting,  and  we  would  not  like 
to  have  that  published  in  the  Journal.  On 
adverse  decisions  we  will  go  along  to  the  best 
of  our  ability. 

BROTHER  E.  H.  HALVERSON  (Local 
278):  It  seems  that  this  thing  has  developed 
into  quite  a  controversial  problem.  I  am  at  this 
convention  under  instructions  to  vote  for  the 
publication  in  the  Journal  of  organizers'  re- 
ports and  that  they  not  be  hidden.  After  hear- 
ing the  talk  here,  and  hearing  some  of  the 
speakers,  I  can  realize  that  if  the  reports  were 
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publishrd  in  the  journal  in  their  cntirrty,  thr 
Journal  would  he  the  size  of  the  Houston 
telephone  book,  which  is  the  biggest  one  I 
have  ever  seen.  So  I  believe  that  if  this  con- 
vention supports  the  contention  of  the  Chair, 
that  these  reports  should  be  published,  they 
should  be  edited  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
won't  do  any  harm,  partic\ilarly  to  the  organiz- 
ers in  Texas. 

Brother  Chairman,  I  nio\e  the  question. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Delegate  Hagcn 
wants  to  speak. 

It  is  not  in  order,  Brother  HaKerson,  to 
make  a  speech  and  then  move  the  question. 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  are  one  or  two  things  that  I  would 
like  to  clarify,  that  have  been  said  here.  You 
don't  say  very  much  but  I  know  that  you  have 
things  in  your  noggin  that  arc  well  preserved. 

Now,  I  might  state  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  who  talked  about  the 
carpenters'  booklet  that  they  have  printed,  in 
which  all  of  the  favorable  decisions  that  they 
receive  are  printed,  and  other  data  of  interest 
and  advantage  to  the  carpenters  are  printed  in 
booklet  form,  that  our  President  has  a  copy  of 
that  book.  True,  they  are  hard  to  get.  But 
fortunately,  in  a  conference  that  I  had  in  one 
of  the  cities  in  Illinois  in  the  Carpenters'  Hall, 
when  I  left  I  accidently  picked  up  one  of  those 
books  that  they  had  been  showing  us,  and  when 
I  got  home  I  thought  it  might  be  well  to  send 
it  to  the  General  President.  So  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  booklet.  That  is  their  official 
journal,  by  the  way. 

Now,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Executive 
Council  was  mentioned,  in  sort  of  a  critical 
way.  (Of  course,  we  are  used  to  that.)  I  might 
state  for  the  benefit  of  you  dear  brothers,  that 
on  two  occasions  the  Executive  Council  went 
on  record  to  have  printed,  or  photostated  and 
prepared,  all  decisions  made  favorable  to  the 
lather,  with  all  of  the  contesting  trades,  and 
furnished  to  all  of  the  business  agents.  If  I  am 
wrong,  I  want  to  be  corrected  by  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Board.  That,  to  my  knowledge, 
is  what  we  did,  and  to  my  knowledge,  it  was 
done  by  the  Board.  But  those  decisions  have 
never  been  sent  out  to  the  business  agents  so 
that  they  could  protect  themselves  in  an  in- 
telligent way.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  don't  think 
all  of  the  Board  members  received  them.  Now, 
whether  it  was  advisable  not  to  do  that,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  I  don't  know,  but  I  am 
merely  speaking  now  in  answer  to  the  brother 
from  Illinois,  when  he  mentioned  the  Execu- 


tive Council,  Mild  lliat  is  the  only  point  1 
wanted  to  clarify. 

Now,  I  have  been  on  the  road  a  few  times 
myself,  and  if  all  of  the  things  that  I  said  in 
my  report  were  printed,  I  could  be  prosecuted 
not  only  by  individuals  of  the  Union,  but  by 
the  United  States  Government,  for  violating 
the  postal  rules  and  regulations.  But  of  course, 
our  President  takes  care  of  tho.se  reports,  and 
if  they  are  printed,  I  am  sure  that  they  will 
be  carefully  scrutinized,  because  he  is  a  very 
careful  individual  and  doesn't  invite  any  legal 
entanglements,  because  they  cost  money. 

It  doesn't  make  any  difference  to  me  what 
you  do  with  this  resolution,  and  I  think  that's 
the  way  the  committee  feels  about  it,  that 
they  do  want  to  be  protected  along  the  lines 
that  I  have  menioned.  You  can't  put  every- 
thing in  a  report,  and  I  am  sure  that  our 
President  would  take  care  of  that  end  of  it. 
If  I  am  wrong  in  anything  I  said,  I  would 
like  to  be  corrected. 

PRESIDENT  MrSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks?  Anyone  that  hasn't  spoken 
already  desire  to  speak? 

BROTHER  F.  J.  WILBERT  (Local  64):  In 
regard  to  what  Harry  said  just  a  few  moments 
ago,  possibly  Harry  misunderstood  me.  I  didn't 
mean  the  full  conversation,  Harry.  I  am  refer- 
ring back  to  that  little  notice,  or  carbon  copy 
of  the  decision,  like  we  used  to  get  about  five 
years  ago,  set  on  the  record.  I  did  not  mean  the 
full  report,  because  that  is  published.  We  have 
them  today,  in  regards  to  what  the  vice  presi- 
dents do,  in  headquarters.  It  was  merely  some- 
thing where  a  controversy  came  up  in  regard 
to  things  that  referred  to  the  lathers,  and  that 
report,  when  it  was  settled,  was  usually  sent 
to  us,  and  I  have  those  copies  at  home  now. 
I  haven't  received  them  for  quite  some  time, 
and  what  I  would  like  to  know  is  this:  Has 
there  been  something  passed  or  is  there  any- 
thing so  that  we  can't  send  them  out  any  more  ? 
I  would  like  to  have  a  record  of  that,  so  that 
the  boys  at  home  might  know.  That's  what  I 
was  referring  to. 

I  brought  this  out,  and  probably  it  wasn't 
thoroughly  understood.  I  realize  we  couldn't 
incorporate  all  the  proceedings  and  every  con- 
troversy that  went  on,  because  it  would  take 
a  big  book. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  I  don't  want  to  leave  the  im- 
pression here  that  the  committee  is  not  interest- 
ed in  what  happens  to  its  report.  When  you 
appoint  a  committee  of  thirty  men  from  this 
convention  to  attempt  to  analyze  the  numerous 
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resolutions  which  you  present,  and  that  com- 
mittee spends  many  nights  and  days  in  doing 
their  best — and  these  thirty  men  are  a  cross 
section  of  this  great  nation  and  Canada — they 
certainly  don't  draft  a  report  thoughtlessly, 
just  to  have  somebody  say,  "Well,  they  don't 
care  what  happens  to  it."  I  am  sure  the  com- 
mittee of  thirty  members  are  behind  the  report, 
which  they  approved  and  which  they  assisted 
in  drafting  and  which  they  acted  upon. 

It  is  quite  obvious,  by  the  statements  made 
by  numerous  delegates  here,  that  the  same 
concern  is  expressed  on  the  floor  as  was  ex- 
pressed in  our  committee  by  numerous  members 
of  that  committee,  and  the  fact  remains  that 
there  appears  to  be  some  confusion.  I  would 
like  to  point  out  that  we  are  not  talking  now 
about  not  issuing  reports  of  the  organizers.  I 
understand  the  feeling  of  the  membership,  that 
they  want  to  know  why  a  person  is  being 
paid.  If  they  have  money  in  the  organization, 
they  arc  paying  taxes,  a  man  is  appointed  to 
represent  them,  they  want  to  know  what  he  is 
doing  besides  what  they  see  in  the  Journal 
about  just  his  salary  and  expense  account. 

In  fact,  one  little  fellow  says  here  (I  think  it's 
worth  reading) — he  points  out  in  Resolution 
No.  37  that  the  Executive  Board  spent  $7,000 
in  one  year  and  $4,000  in  another  for  an 
organizer,  and  "we  are  on  a  hot  and  dirty  job, 
working  hard  and  sweating  to  pay  these  bills. 
Where  were  you  fellows  and  what  did  you  do? 
We  want  to  know?" 

Well,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  know.  We 
have  a  right  to  know,  I  think,  in  a  constructive, 
intelligent  manner,  so  that  we  will  not  work 
injury  upon  the  local  organizer  just  because 
a  few  men  want  to  know  exactly  where  the 
organizer  was,  what  he  did  for  his  pay.  They 
arc  entitled  to  know,  and  I  think  they  will 
know,  if  the  mandate  of  this  report  is  carried 
out.  The  mandate  says  that  the  Secretary  shall 
be  instructed  to  mail  to  each  local  secretary  a 
complete  report  of  the  organizers — not  a  report 
which  has  been  censored  or  watered  down  or 
cut,  but  the  full  report  as  made  by  the  organ- 
izer, of  where  he  was,  whom  he  talked  to, 
what  he  did,  what  he  accomplished,  what  he 
failed  to  accomplish.  That's  the  usual  report 
that  an  organizer  makes. 

So  the  committee  analyzed  all  of  those 
features,  and  all  of  those  possibilities,  and  when 
a  delegate  says  he  didn't  think  the  committee 
cares  what  happens  to  a  report,  they  do  care. 
We  brought  it  in  to  you,  we  drafted  it,  for 
your  consideration.  We  think  it's  a  good  report, 
and  we  ask  your  adoption  of  it.  (Applause.) 


BROTHER  M.  J.  FITCH  (Local  83):  I  be- 
lieve there  should  be  two  reports.  I  think  the 
amount  of  money  an  organizer  spends  and 
maybe  a  brief  report  of  what  the  organizer  does 
should  be  in  the  Journal.  But  I  think  a  more 
detailed  report  should  go  to  your  Secretary.  In 
that  way,  if  a  part  of  the  report  is  in  the 
Journal,  the  members  will  demand  the  rest  of 
the  details  from  the  Secretary.  In  that  way  the 
Secretary  will  not  be  able  to  throw  it  in  the 
waste  paper  basket,  as  you  said,  and  I  believe  it 
will  get  to  your  members  and  not  everybody 
else's  members.  (Applause.) 

BROTHER  MITCHELL  (Local  82): 
Brother  Chairman,  I  will  ask  that  the  young 
lady  secretary  strike  what  I  say  from  the  rec- 
ord, and  that  it  not  be  published.  Three  weeks 
ago  last  Monday,  in  the  city  of  South  Bend — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  can't  make 
a  qualification  like  that.  You  are  talking  at  a 
convention  here. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL:  I  am  going  to  ac- 
cuse another  organization  of  something  that 
should  not  be  published. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Maybe  you  had 
better  not  say  it. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL:  I  think  it  should 
be  said  on  this  floor.  It's  important  to  this 
convention  and  to  the  members  of  this  or- 
ganization. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Then  it  should 
he  in  the  record. 

BROTHER  MITCHELL:  All  right.  I'll  word 
it  just  a  little  bit  differently,  then,  than  what 
I  was  going  to. 

Three  weeks  ago  last  Monday  morning,  in 
the  city  of  South  Bend,  at  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame,  I  started  a  job,  a  two  and  a  half 
million  dollar  job,  with  suspended  ceiling  and 
clip-on  rock  lath.  Every  organization  had  been 
instructed,  if  possible,  to  man  this  job,  ahead  of 
the  lathers.  Fortunately  enough,  another  busi- 
ness agent  in  the  city  of  South  Bend,  of  another 
local,  got  a  hold  of  the  letter.  He  presented 
this  letter  to  me,  and  I  called  Brother  Terry 
Ford  and  told  him  I  was  starting  immediately 
on  this  job  with  lathers.  There  was  nothing 
to  do — -it  wasn't  ready — but  we  got  the  scaffolds 
built.  We  stood  on  the  scaffolds  one  week 
without  putting  up  one  piece  of  work.  But  wc 
were  on  the  job.  Had  we  not  handled  this  job. 
another  craft  was  going  to  grab  it. 

Now,  I  am  not  asking  for  the  full  information 
and  decisions,  but  I  think  any  decisions  rend- 
ered in  favor  of  the  lathers  should  be  pre- 
sented to  us. 
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Now,  among  thr  smaller  organizations,  wc 
have  just  as  big  a  job,  just  as  big  a  fight  on 
our  hands  as  any  of  the  larger  organizations 
have,  and  we  have  to  be  informed  of  exactly 
what  is  going  on  and  of  decisions  that  arc 
being  made.  Among  our  organization  in  the 
past  years,  and  especially  since  I  returned  from 
the  service,  we  have  taken  on  apprentice  boys 
that  are  interested  in  our  organization.  They 
arc  men  that  have  not  only  graduated  from 
high  school,  they  are  men  who  have  a  year  to 
four  years  of  college.  They  are  pretty  clever 
little  boys,  too,  and  will  do  a  pretty  good  job 
in  smaller  organizations,  with  some  information 
and  help  from  out  International. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  AVe  will  now 
start  to  vote  on  this  subject. 

I  want  to  say  also.  Brother  Mitchell,  that 
the  remarks  that  you  made  in  reference  to 
that  job  would  be  good  information  to  have 
in  the  record,  because  it  may  inspire  some  of 
our  local  unions  in  other  locals  to  do  the 
same  thing  that  you  did. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN  (Southern  Cali- 
fornia District  Council):  We  are  voting  on  the 
committee  report?  A  motion  was  moved  for 
adoption,  is  that  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes,  that's  right. 

BROTHER  MASHBURN:  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  previous 
question  has  been  called  for. 

BROTHER  M.  J.  FITCH  (Local  83):  Mr. 
President,  we  have  talked  so  much  I  have 
almost  forgotten  what  it  was. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  A  little  order, 
please,  while  the  Secretary  of  the  committee 
reads  the  report,  and  then  we  will  proceed  to 
vote. 

.  .  .  Brother  Haggerty  read  the  report  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee  on  Resolutions  Nos.  1 
and  37,  again  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Question  has 
been  called  for.  We  will  now  proceed  to  vote. 
All  those  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  will  signify  by  saying  "aye" ; 
those  opposed?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so 
ordered.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
36,  Page  59,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by:  N.  B.  Smith,  D.,  B.,  P.,  B.,  Counties  and 
Vicinity;  Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235;  N.  A. 
Esclavon,  Local  50;  John  W.  Black,  Local  406; 
J.  G.  Garrison,  Local  228;  Oswald  Jones,  Sr., 
Local  26;  F.  M.  Brocker,  Local  62;  L.  F. 
Dickson,  Local  216;  Oscar  H.  Blase,  Local  513; 


Charles  Edmonds,  Local  257;  J.  R.  Davis, 
Local  7 ;  R.  A.  Ford,  Local  466: 

"WHEREAS,  We  are  losing  a  large  portion 
of  our  work  throughout  the  country  due  to 
the  fact  that  lathing  and  plastering  are  being 
eliminated  and  other  materials  substituted  and 
these  materials  being  erected  by  crafts  other 
than  lathers. 

"WHEREAS,  If  this  continues  and  our  Inter- 
national and  Locals  do  not  wake  up  and  get  out 
and  put  on  a  campaign  to  let  the  public  know 
and  to  prove  to  them  that  there  is  no  substitute 
for  lath  and  plaster,  if  wc  do  not  wake  up  and 
get  on  the  ball,  many  of  our  members  will  be 
forced  to  turn  to  some  other  trade ;  therefore, 
be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  ap- 
prove this  resolution;  that  one  of  our  Vice- 
Presidents  be  put  in  the  field  full  time  to  work 
with  the  Plasterers  International,  material 
manufacturers  and  any  other  firms  or  persons 
to  promote  the  lathing  trade." 

COMMITTEE  REPORT:  This  resolution 
calls  upon  the  Convention  to  assign  a  Vice- 
President  in  a  special  field,  and  to  work  with 
the  Plasterers  International,  material  manu- 
facturers and  any  other  firms  or  persons  to  pro- 
mote the  lathing  trade. 

Your  Committee  recognizes  the  value  of  the 
intent  of  this  resolution,  but  wishes  to  point 
out  that  our  International  is  now  embarking  on 
a  full-scale  promotional  program  in  concert 
with  the  Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement 
Masons  International  Association,  the  Contract- 
ing Plasterers  International  Association,  and 
manufacturers  of  all  materials  applied  by  the 
members  of  both  above-mentioned  international 
unions,  and  therefore  recommends  that  this 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  General  President. 

I  move  the  Committee's  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question- 
(Question  called  for)  Any  remarks?  All  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's 
so  ordered.  The  Committee. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No. 
35,  Page  58,  sponsored  by  John  R.  Kelly,  Local 
232: 

"WHEREAS,  The  true  spirit  of  unionism, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  older  members  of 
our  organization,  is  now  lacking  in  the  ap- 
prentices being  brought  into  our  organization, 
and 
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"WHEREAS,  This  spirit  of  true  iinionism  is 
based  on  the  struggles  of  the  older  members  to 
make  this  organization  what  it  is  today  and 
should  be  preserved  for  the  youth  of  our  union, 
I  propose: 

••RESOL\  ED,  That  an  historical  booklet  be 
formulated,  depicting  the  problems  and 
struggles  which  occurred  during  the  evolution 
of  our  International  Union  and  this  booklet 
be  given  to  each  apprentice,  upon  his  applica- 
tion for  membership." 

COMMITTEE  REPORT:  While  your  Com- 
mittee is  in  complete  sympathy  with  the  intent 
.ind  purpose  of  this  resolution,  it  realizes  it 
would  take  research  and  study  to  develop  the 
material  required  to  carry  out  its  intent  and 
purpose. 

Therefore  recommends  this  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be  adopted. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  question?  .Any  remarks?  If  not,  all  those 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying, 
"aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's 
so  ordered.  The  Committee. 

BROTHER  M.  J.  FITCH  (Local  83):  Mr. 
President,  this  is  my  first  time  at  convention,  so 
I  am  kind  of  curious  to  know  why  these  resolu- 
tions are  not  read  off  in  numerical  order. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  They  are  read- 
ing the  resolves. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  His  question  was, 
Mr.  Chairman,  about  numerical  order. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  They  don't  comr 
that  way  through  the  different  committees.  They 
may  be  referred  to  different  committees — one 
Resolutions,  one  Law,  one  Grievance,  one  Or- 
ganization. Wherever  it  applies,  that's  where  it 
is  sent,  to  that  Committe. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  For  the  member- 
ship's benefit,  I  am  tr\-ing  to  go  slowly,  and  I 
assume  you  all  have  proceedings  in  front  of 
you.  Every  delegate,  I  am  sure,  retains  his 
full  set  every  day  right  in  front  of  him  on  the 
table,  has  read  them  very  carefully.  The  resolu- 
tions have  all  been  read  by  you,  I  am  sure, 
before  you  came  to  this  meeting  this  morning. 
You  know  what  they  do.  We  try  to  give  you 
the  page  that  they  are  contained  on,  and  then 
read  the  resolve,  on  the  assumption  that  each 
man  has  read  the  resolution.  If  he  hasn't,  tell 
me,  and  I  will  read  the  entire  resolution  if  you 
like. 

BROTHER  FITCH  (Local  83):  You  have 
done  a  very  splendid  job,  Sir,  but  that  wasn't 


the  point.  It  is  just  a  matter  of  curiosity.  There 
were  several  around  me  that  asked  the  same 
question. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Maybe  the  Com- 
mittee Secretary  has  just  taken  them  as  we  got 
them  in  the  folder.  We  just  finished  them  at 
ten  o'clock  this  morning,  by  the  way. 

Resolution  No.  24,  Pages  5.5  and  56,  and 
the  Recommendation  of  the  General  President. 
No.  5,  on  Page  60.  Both  deal  with  the  subject 
of  additional  funeral  benefits  for  our  members. 

Resolution  No  24  is  sponsored  by  the  follow- 
ing: W.  F.  Davis,  Georgia  State  Council;  J.  H. 
Nobles,  Local  497;  Richard  Fair,  Local  488;  R. 
W.  Ford,  Local  466;  N.  Pcrcival,  Local  240; 
Guy  A.  Brower,  Local  235;  Carl  W.  Furches, 
Local  498:  J.  A.  Henry,  North  Carolina  State 
Council ;  N.  A.  Esclavon,  Local  50 ;  N.  B. 
Smith,  Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  & 
Vicinity  D.  C. ;  Georges  Dukes,  Local  486 ;  John 
W.  Black,  Local  406;  Chris  Taylor,  Local  262: 
Frank  J.  Allen,  Local  455;  A.  B.  Smith,  Local 
503;  H.  G.  Gibson,  Jr.,  Local  63;  L.  F.  Ship- 
man,  Volunteer  State  Co.;  A.  A.  Mouton,  Loral 
500;  R.  B.  JcfTreys,  Local  510;  W.  C.  Liner, 
Local  41  ;  Ben  Shannon,  Local  59;  B.  L.  Henry, 
Local  451;  J.  R.  Davis,  Local  7;  Jack  Bailey, 
Local  234;  Philip  Colbert,  Local  45;  Pruda 
Morgan,  Local  265 ;  Charles  Edmonds,  Loral 
257;  C.  F.  McKinney,  Local  55: 

"WHEREAS,  All  costs  of  living  have  been 
increasing  from  year  to  year,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  L.I.U.  death  benefits  have 
not  been  in  keeping  with  the  price  trends,  and 

"WHEREAS,  In  order  to  provide  a  more 
decent  burial  for  our  deceased  members,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Uphold  the  dignity  benefiting 
our  L.I.U.  and  its  membership;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED  that  this  International  Con- 
vention go  on  record  as  adopting  a  benefit  fund 
separate  from  the  death  benefit  which  now 
exists.  The  amount  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars 
($500.00)  be  paid  his  nearest  dependent,  and 
be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  on  January  1,  1953,  the 
International  will  levy  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  per 
member  to  create  a  separate  fund  for  this  bene- 
fit, to  be  placed  in  a  separate  account  for  same. 
On  depletion  of  this  amount,  another  assess- 
ment will  be  levied  of  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  per 
member  to  replenish  this  burial  fund.  All  mem- 
bers paying  into  this  fund  will  receive  said 
benefit  regardless  of  length  of  membership." 

The  President's  Recommendation  said:  "I 
would  also  recommend  at  this  Convention  that 
the  question  of  increasing  the  funeral  benefits 
for  the  rank  and  file  of  our  organization  be 
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Kivt-n  serious  coiisidt  ration  by  this  Clonvciitioii." 

YOUR  COMMI  I  I  KE  REPOR  1:  Both  tlusc 
matters  deal  with  the  subject  of  additional 
funeral  benefits  for  our  members. 

Your  Committee  believes  that  increased  fun- 
eral benefits  are  justified  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, and  are  convinced  that  additional 
funeral  benefits  can  be  granted  without  placing 
additional  tax  on  our  membership.  We  there- 
fore recommend  that  Resolution  24  and  tlu 
President's  Recommendation  No.  5  be  referred 
to  the  incoming  E.\ecuti\e  Council  with  in- 
structions and  authority  to  increase  the  funeral 
benefits  under  the  present  formula  in  our  inter- 
national constitution  up  to  a  maxinmm  amount 
not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  fifty  dollars 
($750.00). 

Your  Committee  further  recommends  the 
Executive  Council  make  this  adjustment  at  the 
earliest  possible  time,  not  later  than  the  first 
regular  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard 
the  motion.  Arc  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, do  I  understand  that  that  recommenda- 
tion is  without  an  increase  of  per  capita  tax 
to  each  of  the  members? 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
may  I  explain  just  a  moment  and  give  you 
some  of  the  thinking  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  ?  Remember,  I  am  just  talking  for 
30  people,  and  I  have  tried  to  put  down  on 
paper  their  conclusions,  and  relate  them  to 
you  as  we  gathered  them.  They  have  approved 
every  one  of  these  written  reports  prior  to 
their  being  brought  into  this  Convention. 

While  we  have  resolutions  in  here  request- 
ing increase  in  tax,  we  noted  that  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Council  had  not  concurred 
with  respect  to  the  additional  dollar  for  in- 
surance and  increased  benefits  for  the  member- 
ship. With  that  understanding,  and  the  feeling 
we  have  of  the  reluctance  of  our  membership 
to  increase  tax,  but  always  to  increase  benefits, 
we  felt  the  Council  was  in  a  better  position, 
by  study  and  analysis  of  the  situation  and  the 
fund,  as  to  how  far  they  could  go.  We  did  not 
see  fit,  and  I  am  sure  you  would  agree,  to 
give  the  Executive  Council  the  power  to  levy 
tax.  That  power  lies  only  in  conventions,  and 
should  not  be  transferred  or  delegated  to  an 
Executive  Council  or  any  other  body.  So  the 
Committee  decided  that  this  matter  should  go 
to  the  Executive  Council  with  instructions  to 


cliMlop  an  increasetl  funeral  bcnclil  fund  not 
to  exceed  the  amount  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 
tion, or  $750.00.  And  felt  that  within  that 
limitation,  between  the  $500  and  $750,  they 
might  work  out  a  formula  whereby  they  could 
afford  to  pay  a  little  more  funeral  benefits  and 
still  not  have  to  de|)letc  the  general  fund,  keep- 
ing in  mind  that  we  have  just  passed  a  reso- 
lution which  raises  the  safety  minimum  of  the 
general  fund  from  $5,000  to  $50,000. 

All  those  things  were  discussed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. That  is  the  reason  for  the  recommen- 
dation. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks ? 

BROTHER  GIBSON  (Local  63):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I'd  like  to  know  if  the  Committee  is  go- 
ing to  raise  the  initial  standing  say  from  $100 
to  $350  as  a  starting  point,  as  this  resolution 
originally  wanted,  and  not  go  on  a  pro  rata 
basis  all  the  way  up  the  line. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  I  cannot  answer 
what  the  Executive  Council  will  do.  There  are 
1 2  members  there.  Delegate,  and  the  Council 
will  decide  in  its  judgment  as  to  how  far  they 
can  go  in  increasing  the  minimum  and  the  max- 
imum. I  cannot  speak  for  12  members.  All  I 
can  speak  for  is  myself,  and  say  that  when  the 
matter  is  brought  up,  we  will  take  the  formula, 
judge  the  total  amount  of  the  fund,  try  to 
analyze  the  amount  spent  over  the  years,  the 
last  eleven  years,  as  a  guide  generally,  and 
then  from  that  point  we  will  have  to  go.  I 
cannot  give  you  an  answer  as  to  what  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  Council  will  do  as  to  minimums 
<ir  maximums  for  the  time  being. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? I  just  want  to  say  that  in  so  far  as 
Ijaying  increased  funeral  benefits,  you  can't 
take  it  out  of  the  air.  There  has  to  be  some- 
thing paid  in  before  you  can  pay  it  out.  These 
other  things  that  we  are  talking  about,  these 
appropriations  and  all  are  for  certain  specific 
purposes.  And  if  you  are  going  to  pay  increased 
death  benefits,  you  have  to  also  create  additional 
revenue  in  order  to  meet  those  obligations.  Yo\i 
can't  do  it  on  air.  But  I  am  willing  to  send 
it  to  the  Executive  Council  to  make  the  re- 
search and  have  some  actuarial  information  on 
the  matter  to  see  if  we  can  possibly  do  it.  But 
I  don't  really  think  we  can  at  the  present  time. 
I  may  be  wrong  on  that. 

Are  there  any  further  remarks? 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH  (Dade,  Broward, 
Palm  Beach  Counties  and  Vicinity  District 
Council ) :  Brother  President,  we  did  not  ask 
for  a  dollar  a  month  to  be  levied  to  increase 
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tlu-  original  $500.  \Vc  left  that  as  is,  with  the 
present  per  capita  tax.  \S'e  wanted  to  establish 
by  donations,  starting  at  $1.00,  to  start  the 
fund.  There  would  not  be  another  assessment 
until  said  amount  was  used  up  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional $500  to  the  nearest  of  kin  or  the  recip- 
ient of  the  estate.  That  $1.00,  the  $500  origin- 
ally which  is  in  the  fund  will  remain  on  a  pro 
rata  basis  and  will  be  dealt  out  as  such  as  in 
our  constitution.  The  $1.00  extra  assessment, 
when  it  is  necessary  to  replenish  said  fund, 
would  not  be  monthly,  but  periodically,  when 
the  President  and  Secretary  see  that  the  fund 
must  be  replenished. 

That  is  not  a  dollar  a  month  assessment. 
That  is  a  dollar  to  keep  it  built  up.  We  figured 
for  better  than  14,000  members,  one  assessment 
would  put  $14,000  in  the  fund.  That  is  not 
a  small  sum,  and  it  will  work  several  months. 
According  to  your  death  rate  which  is  pub- 
lished in  our  Journal. 

I  don't  believe  there  is  a  brother  in  this 
organization,  the  men  that  are  out  on  the  job 
working  today,  that  would  hesitate  to  provide 
some  means  for  their  dear  ones  that  they  have 
left  behind.  And  I  think  that  there  should  be 
some  provision  made,  if  the  Council  cannot, 
if  the  Executive  Board  cannot  assess,  then  there 
should  be  some  recommendation  in  there 
whereby  the  money  can  be  raised  when  it 
comes  to  the  Executive  Board.  Thank  you. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? (Question  was  called  for.)  All  those 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  will  signify  by  saying,  "aye;"  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolutions  No. 
3,  Page  42;  No.  22,  Page  54;  No.  25,  Page  56. 

No.  3  is  introduced  by:  Charles  E.  Peter- 
son, Thos.  N.  Johnson,  Robert  E.  Mosgrove, 
delegate  Local  No.  28: 

"WHEREAS,  We  are  assembled  here  today 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  electing  officers, 
amending  by-laws,  and  all  duties  pertaining 
to  good  and  general  welfare  of  all  our  mem- 
bers. We  have  come  a  long  way  in  the  past 
five  decades,  'from  a  spot  in  the  road  where 
people  would  'sic'  the  dogs  on  us,  to  a  proud 
and  powerful  Union;  a  preferred  people'  if 
you  please,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  But,  we  seem  to  have  forgotten  that 
our  aged  members  have  been  on  the  main  cogs 
in  the  wheel.  It  is  about  time  we  started  look- 
ing into  the  welfare  of  our  aged  members.  The 
time  has  long  passed  that  we  should  have  done 
something  about  this.  Some  of  them  are  with- 
out proper  shelter,  food,  and  medical  care.  To 


say  that  we  can't  afford  a  pension  is  pure  and 
simple  nonsense. 

"To  let  them  down  which  we  have  done 
up  to  this  very  time  is  a  plague  on  our  house. 
It  is  about  time  we  set  to  cleaning  our  very 
own  house. 

"The  time  is  long  past  for  doing  nothingi 
So  therefore  let  it  be 

RESOLVED,  That  now  is  the  time  and  this 
is  the  place  to  do  something  about  an  old  age 
pension ;  be  it  further 

"RESOLVED:  That  we  do  not  let  this  issue 
die  at  this  convention.  And  lastly  let  it  be  fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED,  that  we  won't  go  home  from 
this  convention  until  wc  have  voted  into  law 
a  pension  for  our  aged  Lathers." 

No.  22  is  introduced  by:  R.  Wetzel,  No.  5; 
Harry  Pingston,  No.  505: 

"WHEREAS,  The  retirement  benefits  at  the 
present  time  are  totally  inadequate,  and  the 
Lathers  International  Union  has  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  hardships  that  face  the 
great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Lathers 
International  Union  at  retirement  age ;  therefore 
be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  50c  a  month  shall  be 
collected  from  each  member  of  the  Lathers 
International  Union  to  be  known  as  a  retire- 
ment fund,  and  any  member  of  the  Lathers 
International  Union  upon  reaching  the  age  of 
65  years,  with  25  years  good  standing  in  the 
International  Union,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
tirement benefits  from  this  fund. 

"The  amount  of  benefits  that  each  member 
shall  receive  upon  becoming  eligible  for  retire- 
ment benefits,  shall  be  determined  upon  proper 
calculation  of  the  fund,  and  in  what  manner 
shall  be  paid. 

"The  collections  for  this  fund  to  become 
effective  immediately  upon  passage  of  this  Res- 
olution, and  the  payments  for  retirement  bene- 
fits shall  become  effective  one  year  from  the 
date  of  passage  of  this  Resolution. 

"Mr.  Chairman,  I  recommend  the  passage 
of  this  Resolution." 

No.  25,  presented  by:  W.  F.  Davis,  Georgia 
State  Council,  and  a  number  of  co-authors: 

"WHEREAS,  In  our  experience  and  economic 
situations  pertinent  to  our  trade,  we  find  in- 
adequate provisions  made  for  aged  members, 
and 

"WHEREAS,  In  order  to  more  equitably,  off- 
set various  misfortunes  and  counteract  economic 
privation,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Provide  a  means  for  physical 
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and  ini-ntal  rcliixation  .it  a  time  in  lift-  whrn 
such  is  so  essential,  and 

"WHEREAS,  Society  has  failed  to  humanely 
and  consistently  deal  with  needs  paramount  in 
the  well-being  of  the  aged,  and 

"WHEREAS,  We  being  fully  aware  of  these 
existing  conditions  and  willing  and  eager  to 
prescribe  a  remedy;  therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  adopting  a  pension  plan  for  our 
aged  members;  a  plan  by  which  the  pension 
will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Forty  Dollars 
($40.00)  per  month,  and  where  the  mainten- 
ance cost  of  same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  Seventy-Five  Cents  (75c)  per  capita  a 
month  for  each  member  of  the  organization; 
and  be  it  further 

"RESOL\'ED,  That  a  member  have  a  cur- 
rent twenty  (20)  years  or  more  of  continuous 
good  standing  in  the  International  Union. 
Members  totally  disabled  in  regards  to  work- 
ing at  the  Lathing  Trade  before  the  required 
qualifying  time,  shall  be  given  consideration 
on  a  pro  rata  basis  which  shall  be  determined 
by  the  L.I.U.  Executive  Council.  No  member 
working  at  the  trade  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
benefits  under  this  pension  plan;  and  be  it 
further 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  Executive  Board  of 
our  International  Union  be  instructed  to  ar- 
range a  plan  embodying  the  aforementioned 
stipulated  sums  and  benefiting  the  aged  mem- 
bers of  our  International  Union.  Policy  regard- 
ing eligibility  for  pension  shall  be  governed  by 
anticipated  revenue;  thereby  assisting  in  the  re- 
strictive features  for  the  establishment  and 
operation  of  the  plan. 

"RESOLVED:  Any  member  qualifying  for 
this  pension  plan  be  exempt  from  Local  and 
International  Union  dues. 

"This  plan  shall  go  into  effect  July  1,  1953." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  These  three 
resolutions  deal  with  retirement  and  pension 
plans.  While  your  Committee  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  general  principle  of  pension  plans 
for  our  members,  we  don't  possess  the  necessary 
actuarial  information  to  deal  intelligently  with 
this  subject  at  this  convention. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  these  three 
resolutions  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Council. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 


BRO'lllKR  WETZEL  (Loral  5):  Brother 
( Ihairman,  may  I  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  that  proposal? 

PRESIDENT  MrSORLE^':  Go  ahead;  you're 
on  your  feet. 

BROTHER  WETZEL:  This  resolution  was 
proposed  by  Detroit  No.  5.  And  of  course,  to 
talk  about  the  resolution,  I  suppose  we'd  have 
to  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  organization. 

I  don't  want  to  take  up  too  much  time. 
Brothers,  but  after  all,  we  are  sent  here  to  take 
care  of  business.  So  I  won't  take  more  than  the 
three  minutes  required  by  the  rules. 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  always  thought 
that  what  made  the  Lathers  Union  so  great  was 
because  they  stuck  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  organization.  And  this  is  not, 
I  wouldn't  say  in  the  fund  of  compensation,  and 
it  only  requires,  according  to  our  proposal,  a 
levy  of  50  cents  per  month,  which  at  the  end 
of  a  year  would  only  amount  to  $6.00.  I  am 
sure  no  one  would  miss  $6.00  in  one  year. 

We  all  started  out  in  the  old  wood  lathing 
business,  and  we  all  know  they  were  more  or 
less  militant  and  didn't  require  as  much  skill 
in  that  line  as  it  does  the  metal  lathing  line. 
I  believe  metal  lathing  is  the  most  skillful 
trade  in  the  buiding  trades.  So  we  have  all 
tried,  and  we  have  all,  some  of  us,  got  up  to  the 
age  where  I  believe,  or  at  least  my  local 
believes,  too,  that  something  should  be  done 
about  it. 

Maybe  it's  too  late  now.  We  have  all  tried 
all  through  these  years,  and  some  of  our  tasks 
haven't  been  very  easy.  I  want  to  assure  every- 
body of  that. 

Now  I  hope  that  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  will  act  on  this  favorably.  We  are  not 
asking  for  a  rate  of  $40.00  per  month.  What 
we  are  asking  is  that  it  be  pro  rated  perhaps 
at  $15.00  or  $20.00.  If  this  can  be  worked  out 
with  our  Social  Security  money,  plus  the  moneys 
we  should  get  from  the  Lathers  Union,  as  I 
would  say  in  conversation,  we  will  just  call  it 
a  retirement  benefit.  Some  of  these  men  that 
have  put  in  so  many  years  in  the  business, 
they'd  be  able  to  get  along  a  little  better. 
And  after  all,  we  should  take  care  of  the  men 
that  have  been  in  the  business  that  many 
years.  After  all,  as  I  said  before,  we  all  pio- 
neered in  this  industry. 

Now  these  conditions  that  we  have  today 
didn't  just  drop  out  of  the  sky.  It  took  a  good 
many  years  to  bring  them  about.  I  am  not 
asking  for  anything,  and  my  union  is  not 
asking  for  anything  that  I  don't  believe  we 
are  entitled  to.  I  wasn't  sent  here  for  that. 
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1  was  scnl  luTc  to  try  and  ha\i-  tins  icsolution 
adopted  by  my  union,  and  that  is  what  I  ain 
asking  of  you,  this  fine  assembly  of  men,  my 
brothers,  from  all  the  various  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

I  haven't  made  any  notes  of  an\thing  to 
speak  of.  I  just  wrote  down  here  a  few  little 
notes  to  speak  to  the  Brothers,  and  I  hope 
that  this  will  be  aeted  upon  favorably  by  oui 
incoming  Executive  Council,  because  I  hniilx 
believe  that  in  my  union  in  Detroit,  .No.  5,  that 
we  are  really  entitled  to  it. 

Now  I  thank  all  of  you.  I  didn't  want  to 
take  up  too  much  time,  but  I  know  that  per- 
haps some  of  you  are  getting  tired.  I  have 
attended  conventions,  not  so  many  of  the 
Lathers',  but  others.  And  I  know  after  a  certain 
period  of  time  that  they  want  to  get  away  and 
go  off  somewhere.  So  I  thank  you  one  and  all 
for  your  kindness  in  listening. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks ? 

BROTHER  MOSGROVE  (Local  28):  Mr. 
Chairman,  Delegates  to  the  21st  Convention  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers:  At  the 
lime  Local  28  drew  up  this  resolution,  we  had 
no  idea  of  the  number  of  members  that  want 
this  old  age  pension.  So  we  did  not  include 
any  specified  amount  nor  any  time  that  the 
payments  should  start. 

However,  they  gave  me  some  instructions 
that  do  not  appear  in  that  resolution,  and  left 
it  up  to  me  to  find  out  this  information  and 
bring  it  to  this  Convcnion,  how  to  ba.se  an  old 
age  pension,  or  the  amount. 

Well,  I  shopped  around  and  I  found  out  the 
Structural  Iron  Workers  pay  $20.00  a  month. 
Then  I  shopped  around  a  little  more  and  I 
found  out  the  Bricklayers  have  inaugurated  a 
pension  plan  of  S35.00  a  month.  Then  I  went 
back  to  my  local  and  told  them  what  I  found 
out,  and  they  said,  "Well,  when  that  Com- 
mittee meets  in  Houston,  if  it  would  be  all 
right  to  strike  a  happy  medium  and  get  in 
around  $25.00  a  month."  So  that  was  my  in- 
struction from  Local  28  to  bring  to  this  Con- 
vention. 

And  about  how  to  raisi-  the  funds,  I  was  to 
ask  the  Chairman  to  appoint  a  ways  and 
means  committee  to  determine  the  amount  of 
money  that  we  need,  a  committee  much  smaller 
than  our  General  Executive  Board.  Or  in  other 
words,  it  would  rest  with  the  General  Execu- 
tive Board.  And  I  believe  that  we  are  entitled 
to  something  like  that  for  our  old  members 
here.  There  arc  a  lot  of  them  that  have  come 
a  long  way,  just  as  that  resolution  says.  And 


some  of  it  wasn't  .so  funny  either.  .\nd  about 
all  I  can  say  is  that  I  hope  that  this  body 
of  delegates  act  favorably  on  that  resolution. 
I  thank  you. 

BROTHER  N.  B.  SMITH  (Dade,  Broward 
and  Palm  Beach  Counties  and  Vicinity  Dis- 
trict Council):  First,  I  would  like  to  ask  a 
question  or  two.  If  the  present  resolutions 
goes  in,  there  is  no  money  specified  whereby 
the  Executive  Board  can  act  on  this  between 
now  and  the  next  convention.  It  would  have 
to  wait  until  the  next  convention,  is  that  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BRO  rilER  N.  B.  SMITH:  On  that  question, 
I  would  like  to  put  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  Executive 
Board  be  empowered  by  this  Convention — 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  got 
to  write  that  out.  Brother. 

BROTHER  SMITH:  Have  to  write 
that  out?  It  requires  more  than  15  words, 
I  admit.  Is  it  possible  for  this  to  be  tabled 
until  the  next  session  whereby  that  could  be 
done,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  can  be  laid 
over,  with  the  Convention's  consent,  yes. 

BROTHER  SMITH:  Thank  you.  I  so  move 
you. 

BROTHER  WETZEL  (Local  5):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, a  point  of  information.  That  resolution 
of  ours  states  that  50  cents  a  month  shall  be 
levied,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  the  payments 
shall  be  figured  according  to  a  committee  ap- 
pointed. It's  in  there.  It's  in  the  resolution. 

BROTHER  GIBSON  (Local  63):  Brother 
Chairman,  I'm  talking  in  regard  to  25.  I 
know  there  are  a  lot  of  older  men  in  this  body, 
and  a  lot  of  young  men.  That  25  deals  with 
all  men  in  the  International  Union.  I  want  that 
[)oint  brought  out.  That  any  man,  regardless  of 
length  of  service,  is  entitled  to,  not  to  retire- 
ment pension,  Brothers,  but  this  is — when  you 
are  disabled,  disability  benefit,  regardless  of 
5,  10,  15,  or  20  years.  It's  not  age  limit  to 
25,  if  you  read  it  thoroughly.  I  think  that 
would  be  a  very  important  part,  if  that  25 
were  read.  Not  because  I  was  a  co-author  of 
that  25.  And  I  think,  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Executive  Board  empowered  to  act  before  the 
next  Convention,  because  a  lot  of  our  dear 
brothers  will  go  ahead,  young  and  old,  and  be 
disabled  before  the  next  convention  comes 
around.  And  I  know  of  no  man  in  this  body 
who  wouldn't  give  the  paltry  sum  of  50  or  75 
per  month  to  take  care  of  the  disabled  brothers, 
which  may  not  be  but  five  or  ten  years. 


170 


I  myself  am  25  per  eeiit  dis.ibleil  for  the  rest 
of  my  life.  And  I  know  that  in  a  few  years  it 
may  romc  in  good.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
pldcr  brothers  also  taken  rare  of.  I'd  like  to 
hear  some  more  from  the  (lhainii.in  of  that 
Committer. 

BROTHER  IIAC.CIERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  the  delegate  has  asked  for  a 
reading  of  No.  25,  and  that  is  one  which  con- 
tains a  formula,  with  an  assessment,  and  so 
forth,  and  a  benefit  amount.  I  will  read  it. 

.  .  .  Brother  Haggerty  read  Resolution  No. 
25  again  . 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Your  conunittce 
reported  on  that,  that  this  is  one  of  three 
resolutions  that  dealt  with  retirement  plans 
and  pension  plans.  This  one  does  set  up  a 
formula.  No.  22  sets  up  a  tax  and  sets  up  a 
minimum  age  and  membership  in  the  organiza- 
tion. No.  3  is  just  a  prayer  for  a  pension  plan, 
and  I  assume  the  convention  is  to  work  it  out. 

BROTHER  WETZEL:  I  should  like  to  have 
that  resolution  read. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  I  have  read  25. 
The  delegate  wants  22  read. 

.  .  .  Brother  Haggerty  read  Resolution  No. 
22  again  .  .  . 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  No.  3  is  a  prayer 
from  Local  28,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

.  .  .  Brother  Haggerty  read  Resolution  No. 
3  again  .  .  . 

(Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Read  your  re- 
port. 

.  .  .  Brother  Haggerty  read  the  commit- 
tee's report  on  Resolutions  3,  22,  and  25 
again  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLFV-  You  have  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  The 
motion  is  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee, 
.^re  there  any  further  remarks? 

BROTHER  H.\GEN  (Local  73):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, first  I  want  to  state  that  I  have  full  con- 
fidence in  the  committee  appointed  to  handle 
this  situation.  But  I  want  to  say  to  you,  dear 
brothers,  that  if  anybody  deserves  consideration 
in  this  International,  it  is  the  oldtimer  that 
made  the  present  conditions  possible.  Not  only 
for  myself,  but  speaking  for  the  entire  Execu- 
tive Board,  they  are  all  in  favor  of  a  pension 
and  an  increased  death  benefit,  if  we  can  devise 
ways  and  means  of  getting  the  money  to  pay 
them. 

On  this  increased  death  benefit,  it  put  our 
general  office  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  They 
had  to  contact  every  state  in  the  Union,  Alaska, 


Hawaii,  and  gi  t  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of 
States  in  regard  to  the  insurance  business  in- 
volved. Our  committee  brought  in  a  recom- 
mendation after  investigation  and  interrogation 
with  the  representatives  of  numerous  insurance 
companies,  and  we  found  that  it  would  cost 
approximately  one  dollar  a  month  to  increase 
the  death  benefit  of  members  in  the  organiza- 
tion after  fifteen  years  to  $750,  and  after  twenty 
years  to  $1,000. 

But  I  think  more  important,  more  benefit 
for  the  older  members,  is  a  retirement  pension 
of  some  kind  to  add  to  the  small  amount  that 
they  get  from  the  social  security.  (Applause) 
Remember  that  the  dollar  that  you  receive  to- 
day from  the  social  security,  or  anywhere  else, 
is  worth  about  30  or  35  cents  to  the  worker,  if 
you  figure  the  staples  of  food,  clothing,  and  not 
include  200  items  that  they  very  seldom,  if 
ever,  buy,  on  which  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
or  the  Bureau  of  Research  in  our  government 
bases  their  findings. 

Now,  I  don't  know  just  what  can  be  done. 
I  am  in  favor  of  doing  whatever  is  possible. 
There  is  only  one  thing  that  I  find  wrong  with 
this  report,  and  that  is  that  nothing  will  be 
done  before  the  next  convention.  Now,  if  you 
brothers  would  give  the  committee  or  the  execu- 
tive Council  full  power  to  act  in  this  proposi- 
tion, and  add,  or  charge  something  for  it,  then 
you  could  do  something.  But  you  first  have  to 
be  able  to  raise  the  money. 

Therefore  I  would  suggest  to  the  sponsors 
of  this  resolution  or  to  this  convention  that  the 
Executive  Council  be  given  full  power  to  act 
in  this  matter,  and  assess  such  an  amount  as 
is  deemed  advisable  and  pay  such  an  amount 
as  is  deemed  advisable,  which  they  think  can 
be  handled  without  too  much  opposition  or  too 
much  argument  at  our  next  convention.  We 
should  put  something  in  there — I  don't  know 
how  small  or  how  large  it  will  be — but  I  am 
in  favor  of  doing  .something  for  the  oldtimers. 
I  don't  know  how  you  can  do  it  or  I  don't 
care  how  you  do  it,  but  I  am  in  favor  of  it. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  one  of  the  guys 
that  is  getting  up  to  that  age  that  requires  a 
pension.  I  am  not  going  to  kid  about  it.  So 
I'll  tell  you  right  now,  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
pension.  But  I  am  not  in  favor  of  giving  the 
Executive  Board  the  authority  to  put  a  pension 
plan  in  effect,  and  I'll  tell  you  why.  We  ought 
to  have  a  referendum  vote  of  the  members  in 
the  unions. 

We  tried  to  put  a  pension  plan  in,  in  Jersey 
City.  We  got  some  insurance  companies  in.  We 
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have  58  members,  so  you  can't  call  us  a  big 
local.  We  are  a  small  local.  We  pay  a  $2,000 
death  benefit.  Wc  pay  a  $2,000  accidental 
death  benefit  if  a  man  is  killed  away  from  work, 
we  pay  a  three  dollar  doctor  bill  if  he  visits 
your  home;  we  pay  two  dollars  if  you  visit  his 
office.  You  get  up  to  $200  surgical  benefit, 
and  you  get  up  to  eight  dollars  a  day  for  a 
hospital  bed. 

.And  then  we  wanted  to  go  into  a  pension 
plan. 

Now,  I  just  want  to  tell  you  what  we  are 
paying  for  that.  Wc  are  paying  for  58  members 
now,  around  $260  a  month. 

We  called  the  difTerent  insurance  people  in, 
and  they  get  $20  a  month.  We  would  have  to 
pay  $8,000  a  year  on  58  men,  and  the  men  over 
55  wouldn't  be  eligible  for  the  pension  plan. 

So  when  you  figure  that  out,  we  figured  out 
that  we  arc  a  dam  small  local,  and  we  couldn't 
put  it  in  effect  even  though  we  wanted  to. 

I  believe  if  it  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  Board,  that  their  recommendations, 
and  the  increase  in  tax  to  pay  for  it,  which 
might  amount  to  five  dollars  or  more  a  month, 
should  be  given  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
International  Union  and  have  the  members 
vote  on  it,  and  then  they  could  say  whether 
they  want  it  or  whether  they  don't  want  it. 
If  it  costs  me  five  or  ten  dollars  a  month,  sure, 
I  can  buy  it.  I'd  be  satisfied,  because  in  six 
more  years,  brother,  I'll  be  eligible. 

BROTHER  H.  G.  GIBSON,  JR.  (Local  63)  : 
At  this  time  I  am  speaking  for  the  entire  South- 
em  delegation.  We  will  back  the  resolution 
that  our  Vice  President  made,  if  the  entire 
amount  does  not  exceed  75  cents,  the  plan  to 
be  worked  out  and  go  into  efTect  at  the  earliest 
opportune  date. 

Brothers,  before  the  next  convention  a  lot 
of  us  will  not  be  here.  This  plan  is  imperative 
to  go  ahead  at  the  earliest  time. 

The  fault  that  we  find  with  the  individual 
insurance  plans  in  the  locals  is  that  there  is  no 
means  of  collecting  this  money.  You  transfer 
into  a  local  which  has  a  plan.  You  stay  there 
for  a  few  weeks.  You  are  eligible.  You  want 
out  again.  That  member  is  not  covered.  We 
want  a  plan  that  is  covered  by  the  entire  In- 
ternational organization,  that  covers  every  in- 
dividual, regardless  of  his  position  in  the  local 
or  position  in  the  International. 

That,  brothers,  is  what  we  are  after,  that 
that  money  can  be  collected  by  a  General 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  It  can  be  done.  I 
think  we  should  vote  on  that  here  and  now, 


on  this  floor,  so  that  when  the  next  convention 
comes  around,  if  we  need  to  alter  this  plan, 
we  can  do  it,  brothers.  I  am  a  young  man,  but 
I  am  fighting  for  you  older  men,  and  I  am 
going  down  the  line  for  the  entire  Southern 
delegation. 

Thank  you.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  nobody  wants 
to  talk,  we  will  allow  Brother  Wetzel  to  speak 
at  this  time. 

BROTHER  FITCH  (Local  83):  I  think 
probably  we  will  be  adjourned  shortly,  and  we 
will  have  a  recess  this  afternoon  for  a  little 
while.  What  do  you  think  of  having  our  com- 
mittee kind  of  figure  out  a  plan,  what  we  get 
for  how  much  money  each  man  puts  in?  If 
they  study  that  over  a  little  bit,  they  can  give 
us  a  report  when  we  come  back,  and  we  will 
have  something  to  work  on. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  anyone 
else  who  desires  to  speak? 

I  think  we  have  discussed  this  question  suf- 
ficiently. 

BROTHER  BRODEUR  (Local  53):  As  a 
member  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  and  also 
a  member  of  the  International  Executive  Board, 
who  has  gone  into  this  subject  very  thoroughly, 
when  a  brother  makes  a  remark  that  we  can  sit 
down  here  and  appoint  a  committee  to  try  to 
draw  up  some  sort  of  a  plan,  it  is  entirely  im- 
possible. It  takes  months  in  order  to  get  the  in- 
formation that  you  want  to  put  through  on 
any  sort  of  a  pension  plan.  I  wish  we  had  it, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  we  can  reach  some 
conclusion  before  the  next  convention,  to  bring 
about  some  sort  of  a  plan  that  can  be  ap- 
proved and  can  be  financed. 

But  you  forgot  to  bear  in  mind  the  report 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee, in  which  he  gave  you  what  it  would  cost 
us  to  put  in  the  increased  benefits  under  your 
present  plan  of  death  benefits  to  a  thousand 
dollars,  that  it  took  us  three  years  to  get  only 
a  sixty  per  cent  report  back  from  these  Inter- 
national Unions  which  you  represent.  Now, 
just  imagine  that.  For  three  years  we  have 
written  to  the  secretaries,  I  know,  through  the 
General  Secretary,  asking  for  the  information 
on  every  individual  member,  in  order  to  find 
and  get  the  actual  costs  of  plans  that  might 
increase  or  give  you  pensions,  or  any  other 
type  of  plan.  And  up  to  the  present  day — if 
I  am  wrong,  I  want  the  General  Secretary  to 
correct  me — at  least  up  to  the  time  we  had 
that  information  back,  we  did  have  sixty  per 
cent  of  the  organizations  that  you  represent 
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that  gave  us  tlu-  information  on  their  members. 

Now,  it  is  physically  impossible  to  get  the 
information  you  want  if  you  don't  give  it  to 
us.  So  if  you  reach  the  point  where  you  want 
to  decide  on  something  here,  it  is  just  impos- 
sible to  do  it,  and  I  want  you  to  bear  that  in 
mind.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  alternative. 
There  may  be — and  I  hope  somebody  can 
bring  it  to  the  floor  of  this  convention — where- 
by we  can  get  power  to  act  or  do  something 
like  that.  But  the  power  to  act  would  be  only 
under  this  stipulation,  that  we  have  to  get 
prior  to  that  action,  all  of  the  information  per- 
taining to  this,  and  if  you  follow  what  you 
have  done  for  the  past  three  years,  you  won't 
have  it  for  the  next  convention  without  getting 
the  information  in  here. 

That's  all  I  have  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman. 

BROTHER  J.  J.  VOHDEN  JR.  (Local 
102):  At  the  outset  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
in  favor  of  pensions  for  the  older  members.  A 
good  many  of  the  members  today  were  men 
when  I  was  a  boy,  an  apprentice.  Listening  to 
the  remarks  here  on  the  floor,  and  even  prior 
to  the  remarks,  I  have  discussed  pensions  with 
some  of  our  fellows  in  Los  Angeles  three  years 
ago.  Pensions  are  a  fine  thing,  fellows.  But  you 
can't  get  the  information  in  two  days,  and  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  (I  shouldn't  be,  because 
I  had  the  same  difficulty)  that  the  secretaries 
haven't  got  the  information  in  today  that  head- 
quarters asked  in  order  to  obtain  the  rates. 
You  must  get  that  information  in  to  Terry 
Ford,  if  anything  can  come  out  of  this. 

Now,  you  cannot  have  a  pension  or  anything 
else  unless  you  pay  for  it.  I  will  Just  use  the 
illustration  of  Brother  Mullane  a  few  moments 
ago,  when  he  had  a  quotation  of  $8,000  for 
58  men.  He  comes  out  without  consulting  any 
records  and  has  made  a  statement  it  would 
cost  us  between  ten  and  twelve  dollars  a  month 
for  a  pension,  per  person,  per  member.  That's 
a  lot  of  cabbage.  Tacked  on  to  our  per  capita 
tax,  I  don't  know  how  many  secretaries  in  here 
are  going  to  be  able  to  collect  it. 

Think  of  these  things,  in  a  practical  fashion. 
I  don't  think  there  is  anybody  in  here  that 
doesn't  wish  for  a  pension.  In  my  own  local 
union  we  have  about  35  fellows  that  would 
thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  if 
you  gave  them  a  pension  right  now.  With  pen- 
sions, you  buy  that  business  in  blocks  of  ten 
dollars.  You  buy  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  forty, 
fifty,  of  a  pension,  for  life,  at  a  given  age. 
You  must  have  the  ages  of  your  members.  They 
are  blocked  off  and  the  rates  are  based  on  thr 


ages  of  th(;  mcinljcrs.  I  don't  tliiiik  there  is 
an  insurance  company  in  this  country  that 
would  write  a  pension  plan  on  anybody  over 
fifty,  fifty-five  tops. 

If  our  International  Union  would  make  an 
insurance  deal  of  this  type,  the  scojic  of  the 
financial  end  of  it  would  mean  that  we  would 
have  to  comply  with  the  insurance  laws  of  all 
forty-eight  states,  which  would  mean  that  we 
would  then  have  to  set  up  an  immediate  re- 
serve of  anywhere  from  fifty  thousand  dollars 
up.  We  are  not  big  business.  I  know  local 
unions  with  millions  that  can't  go  into  the 
same  thing  for  the  same  reason.  Banking  and 
insurance  requirements  in  the  various  states 
are  rigid.  You  have  to  pass  muster.  If  you 
haven't  got  it,  you  don't  get  the  license  to 
operate,  and  the  members  in  that  state  arc  out. 

I  hope  some  way  can  be  found.  But  believe 
me,  fellows,  when  we  find  it  we  are  going  to 
have  to  pay  for  it,  and  I  dare  say,  to  get  most 
of  our  members  under  it,  that  will  no  doubt, 
in  my  mind,  preclude  the  possibility  of  the 
fellows  over  sixty  getting  under  it,  unless  you 
pay  a  prohibitive  price  or  set  up  a  kitty  on 
the  side  to  take  care  of  those  chaps. 

It's  a  serious  matter.  One  of  the  members 
mentioned  a  minute  ago  that  we  recess  and 
give  the  committee  a  chance  to  get  the  infor- 
mation. Brother,  you  wouldn't  get  that  before 
the  next  convention,  because  the  insurance 
companies  don't  operate  that  fast.  They  won't 
quote  you  off  the  cuff.  They  take  it  out  of 
a  book.  If  the  International  went  into  the 
business,  you  would  have  to  set  up  an  office 
force  at  headquarters  to  take  care  of  it.  I'm 
sure  of  that,  because  the  expanded  activity 
would  necessitate  it.  It's  big  business. 

As  I  said  at  the  outset,  I  am  a  thousand  per 
cent  in  favor  of  it.  If  I  went  back  home  and 
told  my  fellows  I  could  get  them  twenty  dollars 
a  month  starting  next  month,  from  the  Inter- 
national Union,  they'd  all  kiss  me.  But  I'm 
practical  enough  to  realize  it  can't  be  done. 

One  of  the  resolutions,  incidentally,  men- 
tioned disability.  When  you  get  into  disability 
your  rates  are  higher,  because  it's  common 
knowledge,  disability  is  primarily  for  the  man 
that  takes  it  before  he  retires.  So  the  rates 
would  be  beyond  the  question  of  where  we 
could  get  it. 

If  we  do  adopt  such  a  plan  at  a  future  date, 
I  can  see  Secretary  Ford  there  checking  money 
running  into  millions  that  will  take  care  of 
our  pension  plan. 

I  just  want  to  impart  that  bit  of  informa- 
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tion  to  the  drlcgiites  prcsfnt  here,  because  yoii 
just  don't  get  anything  for  nothing  in  insur- 
ance. You  pay  for  it. 

BROTHER  MOSGROVE  (Local  No.  28): 
I  left  out  half  of  my  instructions.  I  got  a  little 
bit  excited,  because  this  is  niy  first  convention, 
and  I'd  like  to  be  excused. 

But  anyhow,  they  did  say,  prior  to  this  con- 
vention, that  the  first  pension  to  come  would 
be  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  close  of 
this  convention,  and  we  are  not  buying  insur- 
ance— that's  supposed  to  come  from  our  mem- 
bers of  our  International  Union.  I  don't  believe 
we  have  to  have  any  dealings  with  any  insur- 
ance companies  or  commissions. 

Furthermore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  one  dele- 
gate that  could  never  find  "can't"  in  the  dic- 
tionary, and  I  don't  think  anybody  else  could 
find  it  there. 

That's  all. 

VOICE:  Mr.  President,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Previous  ques- 
tion has  been  called  for.  Is  there  a  sufficient 
number?  The  question  recurs  on  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which  is  to 
refer  the  three  resolutions  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Board  of  the  International  Union 
for  consideration  and  study. 

All  those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent 
by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have 
it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

We  ha\c  now  reached  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

BROTHER  G.  T.  MOORE  (Illinois  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  I'd  like  to  make  a 
motion  that  immediately  after  the  recess,  we 
come  back  at  2:30  and  hold  a  special  order 
of  business  of  election  of  officers. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 


PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion  be- 
fore the  house  is  to  the  effect  that  a  special 
order  of  business,  the  election  of  officers,  be 
held  immediately  after  we  reconvene  at  2:30. 
You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you  ready 
for  the  question  ?  .Ml  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, before  we  adjourn,  there  is  a  little  cor- 
rection I  want  to  have  made  in  the  minutes 
of  yesterday's  meeting.  On  page  141,  it  states 
here  that  Brother  Matthews  asked  for  the  Sec- 
retary to  cast  one  ballot.  The  correction  should 
be  that  I  made  the  motion  for  the  Secretary  to 
cast  that  ballot.  Will  the  correction  be  made, 
please  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Changed  to 
"Rizzo."  I  recall  that  you  made  that  motion. 
I  want  to  say,  Mike,  that  motion  would  be  in 
order  today. 

BROTHER  RIZZO:  Do  you  want  it  now? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  not  now. 

.  .  .  Announcements  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  following  additional  corrections  in 
the  minutes  were  also  noted: 

1.  Beginning  with  page  136  of  all  proceed- 
ings, the  name  of  Brother  Lewis  F.  Shipman 
should  be  indicated  as  "Lewis"  instead  of 
"Louis." 

2.  In  all  of  the  proceedings,  the  name  of  the 
West  Penn  District  Council  should  be  spelled 
"Penn"  instead  of  "Pen"  as  it  erroneously 
appears  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
stands  adjourned  until  2:30  this  afternoon. 

.  .  .  The  meeting  recessed  at  twelve-forty- 
five  o'clock  .  .  . 
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The  meeting  convened  at  two-thiity-fne 
o'clock,  President  McSorley  presidini?. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  Convention 
will  please  come  to  order. 

BROTHER  V.  B.  WINTERS  (Local  49): 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  at 
this  time,  if  it  is  in  order,  that  all  of  the 
International  Officers  that  have  been  nomi- 
nated without  opposition  he  elected  by  ac- 
clamation. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  I  will  second  that  motion,  Mr. 
Chairman,  with  the  amendment  that  the  Sec- 
retary be  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot,  if  it  is 
in  order,  for  the  uncontested  offices. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Not  just  at  this 
time.  If  you  will  just  withhold  that  motion 
for  a  few  minutes,  when  we  go  into  the  special 
order  of  business — 

VOICE:  I  don't  believe  that's  right.  If  we 
want  to  write  in  somebody's  name,  don't  we 
have  that  privilege  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No.  The  nomi- 
nations were  yesterday.  Today  we  are  voting 
for  those  that  are  contested. 

Brothers,  at  this  time  I  desire  to  put  into 
effect  the  recommendation  that  was  contained 
in  my  own  report  and  by  the  Committee  on 
President's  Report,  that  we  arise  and  stand  in 
silence  for  a  period  of  one  moment  in  reverence 
to  our  departed  Brothers  who  are  gone  to  the 
Great  Beyond. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  stood  in  silent 
tribute  for  one  minute  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  time  has 
arrived  for  the  special  order  of  business,  which 
is  the  election  of  officers. 

BROTHER  WINTERS:  Mr.  Chairman,  now 
may  I  make  my  motion  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  WINTERS:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
wish  to  make  a  motion  at  this  time  that  all 
of  the  International  Officers  who  have  been 
nominated  without  opposition  be  elected  by 
acclamation. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  I'd  like  to  amend 
that,  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast 
one  ballot  for  those  officers  who  are  un- 
contested. 


.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  Secretary 
he  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  for  the  un- 
opposed offices.  You  have  heard  the  motion. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  cjuestion?  (Question 
called  for.)  All  those  in  favor  will  give  the 
usual  consent  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The 
"ayes"  have  it,  and  it's  so  ordered. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  ballot  on  the  con- 
tested offices.  I  desire  to  name  as  tellers  for  the 
election,  Lloyd  Mashburn,  Joe  Kioes,  George 
Moore,  Charley  King,  and  James  Cale.  Will 
those  brothers  proceed  to  the  rostrum  ? 

SECRETARY  FORD:  Brother  King  won't  be 
here. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Well,  we  will  ap- 
point Brother  Fredrick.son  from  Missouri,  St. 
Louis  District  Council.  We  will  appoint  you  in 
King's  place.  And  I  would  suggest  that  those 
tellers  come  to  the  front,  secure  the  ballots,  and 
as  the  Secretary  calls  the  roll,  the  ballots  can 
be  handed  out,  I  think  to  the  tables;  and  as 
the  Secretary  calls  the  roll,  the  delegates  will 
come  forward  and  cast  their  ballot  in  a  recep- 
tacle that  will  be  placed  on  the  table. 

.  .  .  Ballots  were  distributed  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  want  to  make 
a  statement  for  the  benefit  of  the  delegates. 
There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  how  some 
of  you  are  to  vote.  You  just  put  a  cross  in  front 
of  the  candidate  who  is  your  choice  and  whom 
you  want  to  vote  for,  in  the  box. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY  (Local  42):  Mr. 
Chairman,  with  respect  to  your  instructions  to 
the  delegates  as  to  how  to  vote,  I  am  wonder- 
ing if  you  would  agree  that  it  will  be  entirely 
unnecessary  to  put  a  cross  in  the  square  of 
the  names  who  have  been  uncontested  and  now 
just  have  been  elected  by  a  white  ballot. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Oh,  no,  no.  You 
only  vote  on  the  ones  that  are  being  con- 
tested. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  That  is  what  I 
wanted  them  to  be  instructed  about.  Just  the 
contested  offices  is  the  only  place  that  you 
vote. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That's  right.  We 
want  to  now  get  ready  to  proceed  to  vote. 
And  in  reference  to  the  contested  offices,  it  is 
the  8th  Vice-President  and  the  General  Secre- 
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tary-Treasurcr.  W'e  want,  as  your  name  is  called 
frojn  thr  roll,  each  man  to  come  up  around 
tliis  way  and  pass  on,  so  that  we  can  facilitate 
the  voting  proposition,  and  drop  your  ballot 
into  this  boN.  The  Secretary  will  proceed  to 
call  the  roll. 

.  .  Secretary  Ford  called  the  roll,  and  the 
delegates  cast  their  votes  .  .  . 

SECRETARY  FORD:  That  finishes  the  roll 
call,  Mr.  Chairman. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Is  there  any 
delegate  whose  name  hasn't  been  called  ?  The 
Tellers  will  proceed  with  the  counting  of  the 
ballots. 

I'd  like  the  Convention  to  please  be  in 
order,  and  if  there  is  no  objection,  we  will 
proceed  with  the  balance  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Laws.  They 
have  two  more  propositions  to  submit  to  the 
Convention.  There  appearing  to  be  none,  it  will 
be  so  ordered.  Proceed. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates,  this  is  Resolution  No.  8,  Page 
49,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored  by  D.  A. 
McVey,  Local  No.  74,  and  45  other  co- 
sponsors: 

"WHEREAS,  The  agreement  entered  into 
under  date  of  October  13,  1937,  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Operative  Plasterers'  and 
Cement  Finishers'  International  Association  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  ^Vood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers 
International  Union  is  in  strict  opposition  with 
our  jurisdiction  claims  as  outlined  by  the 
Denver  Convention's  Decision  of  April  28, 
1920;  therefore,  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  this  Convention  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  International 
Union  assembled  in  Houston,  Texas,  October 
13  to  17,  1952,  instruct  the  incoming  of- 
ficers that  we  can  not  concede  any  of  the 
original  claims  as  outlined  in  the  Denver 
decision." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  This  resolu- 
tion instructs  the  incoming  officers  that  they 
can't  concede  any  of  the  original  claims  as  out- 
lined in  the  Den\  er  decision  of  November,  1908 
— note  the  difference  there.  The  1908  was  the 
original  decision  by  the  Building  Trades  De- 
partment. The  1920  as  outlined  in  the  resolu- 
tion is'the  decision  of  the  old  National  Board  of 
Awards  —  and  in  fact  would  prohibit  the 
International  Officers  from  entering  into  an 
agreement  with  any  other  organizations  on 
terms  and  conditions  other  than  those  provided 
in  the  above-mentioned  agreement. 


\'our  Cdiiiniittee  is  of  thr  opinion  that  the 
resolution  would  in  effect  prohibit  your  Inter- 
national officials  from  attempting  to  correct 
any  of  the  decisions  rendered  since  the  date 
of  the  above-mentioned  agreement  which  the 
sponsors  of  the  resolution  deem  in  conflict  with 
the  original  claims  outlined  in  the  above- 
mentioned  decision. 

Your  Committee  appreciates  the  intent  of 
the  sponsors  of  this  resolution  and  shares  their 
desire  to  protect  the  jurisdictional  claims  of 
our  International  Union  against  the  numerous 
attacks  being  made  by  other  organizations,  but 
are  of  the  opinion  that  this  resolution  in  its 
present  form  unduly  restricts  the  functions  of 
your  International  officers  in  their  efforts  to 
protect  our  members  and  their  trade  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  future  under  the  present  trying 
and  adverse  conditions. 

Believing  that  the  intent  of  the  sponsors  is 
constructive,  your  Committee  recommends  that 
this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council. 

I  move  the  Committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  It  has  been 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  D.  A.  McVEY  (Local  74): 
Brother  Chairman,  as  the  introducer  of  that 
resolution,  I  want  to  say  at  this  time,  I  am  still 
in  accord  with  what  it  asked  for.  That  is,  the 
old  original  claims  and  everything  that  belongs 
to  the  Lather.  But  after  sitting  for  three  or 
four  days  with  this  Committee,  I  knew  it  had 
no  chance  of  passing,  and  having  got  a  more 
favorable  decision  on  Resolution  No.  7,  which 
I  thought  might  be  read  first,  I  had  to  go  along 
with  them  at  this  time. 

But  I  believe,  from  the  expressions  at  that 
meeting,  the  Executive  Council  of  this  or- 
ganization will  try  in  future  agreements  to 
bring  back  the  work  that  belongs  to  the 
Lather.  Thank  you.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks?  If  not,  all  those  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report  will 
signify  by  saying,  "aye";  contrary?  The  "ayes" 
have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Resolution  No.  7, 
Page  49,  Tuesday's  proceedings.  Sponsored 
by  D.  A.  McVey,  Local  No.  74  and  Russell 
Hickey,  Secretary. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  And  46  others. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Not  on  this  one. 
Brother  McVcy.  You  had  better  catch  up.  We 
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just  f^iwc  you  16  otiicrs  on  tlic  other  one.  And 
it's  45,  not  4G — so  the  record  shows. 

"WHEREAS,  The  Agreement  of  May  10, 
1950  between  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lath- 
ers' International  Union  and  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America,  made  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
jurisdictional  disputes  has  failed  in  its  purpose 
and  has  actually  created  disputes  where  none 
had  existed  before,  and 

"WHEREAS,  The  effect  of  these  disputes  has 
only  resulted  in  the  loss  of  our  work,  and 

"WHEREAS,  All  Agreements  should  be  writ- 
ten in  such  language  that  no  interpretation  or 
explanation  should  be  necessary;  therefore  be  it 

"RESOLVED:  That  Paragraphs  1  and  2 
of  the  Agreement  be  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"1.  On  all  partitions  or  walls  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  plaster,  the  metal  base, 
casing  bead,  base  bead,  corner  bead,  plaster 
stops  and  guards  of  all  descriptions  attached 
thereto  shall  be  the  work  of  members  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union. 

"2.  All  metal  trim  applied  to  partitions  or 
walls  after  plastering  shall  be  the  work  of 
members  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  of  America. 

"The  Paragraphs  as  they  are  in  the  present 
Agreement  read  as  follows: 

"1.  Whenever  partitions  or  walls  are  erected 
with  light  iron  furring  and  metal  lath  applied, 
the  metal  base,  beads  or  guards,  attached 
thereto  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  plaster 
shall  be  the  work  of  members  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

"2.  All  other  metal  trim  applied  to  other 
types  of  partitions  or  walls  before  or  after 
plastering  (except  metal  corner  beads  or  guards 
to  receive  plaster)  shall  be  the  work  of  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  of  America." 

This  resolution  deals  with  the  agreement 
entered  into  on  May  10,  1950  between  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  International 
Union  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  of  America,  and  approved  by  your 
Executive  Council,  and  sets  forth  a  revised 
version  of  this  agreement  with  particular  re- 
spect to  paragraphs  1  and  2  thereof. 

While  your  Committee  is  firmly  convinced 
that  our  representatives  entered  into  the  above- 
mentioned  agreement  for  the  best  interests  and 
general  welfare  of  our  organization,  we  realize 
that  the  interpretation  of  this  agreement  has 
caused  misunderstandings  and  conflict  in  some 


parts  of  our  International  jurisdiction,  and  we 
believe  that  continued  attempts  should  be  made 
by  our  International  officials  to  obtain  a  cor- 
rection and  clarification  of  this  document  in 
order  to  prevent  the  present  misunderstandings 
and  confusion  which  exist. 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your  Com- 
mittee therefore  recommends  that  this  resolu- 
tion be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  with  instructions  that  they  continue 
their  efforts  to  obtain  a  clarification  and  satis- 
factory revisions  of  this  and  any  other  agree- 
ment in  existence  between  our  organization 
and  other  organizations  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  more  harmonious  relationship  for  our 
members  and  our  industry. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  the  Committee  re- 
port. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  It  has  been  reg- 
ularly moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question? 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  right  in  assum- 
ing that  if  this  resolution  is  adopted,  it  will 
knock  the  agreement  out  that  was  made  in 
1950? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  For  the  purpose  of 
the  record,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
I  believe  it  states  very  clearly  what  the  aims 
of  the  lather  are.  It  was  my  opinion  that  it 
would  eliminate  that  agreement. 

I  think  that  the  resolution,  as  drawn  up, 
specifically  states  that  the  metal  base  ap- 
plied to  any  wall  or  partition  before  plaster- 
ing belongs  to  the  lather.  I  believe  it  acts  as  a 
plaster  screen  and  a  plaster  stop.  I  believe,  in 
my  opinion,  chair  rail  is  the  same  thing.  If  it 
is  applied  to  a  partition  or  wall  before  plaster- 
ing, it  belongs  to  the  lather. 

I  can't  agree  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  because  I  believe  that  any  metal 
that  is  used  for  stop  or  a  plaster  screen,  it's 
our  work.  I  also  agree  with  the  resolution  that 
any  trim  that  is  applied  after  plastering  is  the 
work  of  the  carpenter. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates 
to  the  Convention:  First,  in  order  to  make 
my  position  clear,  I  am  going  to  state  that 
I  have  no  objections  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Resolutions  Committee.   But   I  think 
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in  all  fairness  to  the  people  that  I  represent,  I 
must  take  the  same  position  as  the  spokesman 
from  the  New  Jersey  State  Council  of  Lathers. 

Wc  feel  as  though  in  the  City  of  New  York 
— and  we  have  it  broken  down  from  job  to  job. 
We  have  the  records  of  these  jobs.  And  if  we 
don't  get  some  sort  of  an  e.xplanation  or  a  clari- 
Scation  of  this  agreement  that  was  drawn  in 
1950  with  the  Carpenters,  that  we  in  New 
York  are  going  to  suffer  28,000  man-hours' 
work  on  these  types  of  jobs. 

We  arc  a  big  local,  but  regardless  of  how  big 
we  may  be,  we  can't  afford  to  take  that  kind 
of  a  defeat.  And  I  would  suggest — and  I  am 
not  going  to  criticize  the  people  that  sat  on 
that  agreement.  They  are  as  qualified  as  any- 
body that  I  know  of.  But  I  feel  as  though, 
where  metal  base  is  on  a  hollow  side  or  block 
partition,  that  is  the  work  of  the  lather.  It  acts 
as  a  screen  for  plaster,  and  the  amount  of  work 
that  I  mentioned,  in  man-hours,  wc  would  be 
deprived  of  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

Now  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  Car- 
penters have  many  organizers  on  the  road  and 
from  conversation  that  goes  on  in  different 
territories.  Local  46  at  this  particular  time  is  in 
a  very,  very  peculiar  position.  We  have  the 
membership  of  our  organization  to  answer  to. 
You  just  don't  explain  to  a  lot  of  people  or  a 
lot  of  members  of  the  union  what  the  purpose 
of  the  agreement  is. 

When  these  Carpenters  get  the  word,  or 
these  organizers  get  this  idea  that  this  agree- 
ment is  going  to  be  ratified  at  this  convention, 
we  feel  as  though  they  are  going  to  step  into 
the  City  of  New  York  and  deprive  us  of  that 
right  On  that  type  of  base  on  the  hollow  block 
partition. 

Now  I  had  taken  it  upon  myself  to  break 
this  amount  of  man-hours  and  the  amount  of 
base  that  is  being  used  in  the  City  of  New 
York  over  the  period  of  time.  And  I  had  sent 
those  communications  both  to  Brother  Haggerty 
and  to  Brother  Hagen  as  guidance  for  them  in 
this  negotiation.  And  I  can  say  in  all  fairness 
that  the  people  who  sat  on  the  agreement  from 
the  Carpenters'  side,  I  can  mention  one  of  the 
fellows  who  sat  on  the  agreement  there  is  no 
more  qualified  than  my  boy  sitting  at  home. 
He  is  a  pipefitter  by  trade,  doesn't  know  th'* 
first  thing  about  the  interior  of  a  building,  and 
I  personally  would  object  to  him  sitting  down 
and  deciding  what  is  the  work  of  the  lather. 

And  following  up  Brother  Mullan(  ,  I  hope 
that  when  the  committee  sits  down  to  .Tnalyzi- 
this  agreement — and  as  I  said  before,  they  are 


as  qualified  as  anybody  else- — 1  think  some 
other  people  should  be  called  in  on  it  who  are 
a  little  bit  closer  to  it,  who  deal  with  it  every 
day  in  the  week.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 
marks? 

BROTHER  RIZZO  (Local  308):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, simply  to  try  to  correct  something  that  I 
think  was  omitted  there.  In  reading  the  resolu- 
tion— I  happen  to  have  it  in  front  of  me — and 
following  Brother  Haggerty  on  it,  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  intentional  or  just  a  mistake. 
If  it  is  a  mistake,  probably  it  should  be  cor- 
rected. On  the  first  part  of  it,  on  No.  1,  he 
omitted,  after  "casing  bead,"  the  words  "base 
bead."  Now  if  that  was  intentional,  it's  all 
right.  But  I  mean  if  it  was  a  mistake,  have  it 
corrected  on  the  record. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  if 
I  omitted  it,  it  was  unintentional,  because  I 
thought  that  I  rend  it.  But  I  will  read  it 
again  for  the  record,  so  we  will  have  it  in  there. 
It  was  not  intended  to  be  omitted.  It  was  a 
slip,  probably,  if  I  didn't  say  it.  It  says:  "On 
all  partitions  or  walls  erected  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  plaster,  the  metal  base,  casing 
bead,  base  bead,  corner  bead,  plaster  stops 
and  guards  of  all  descriptions  attached  thereto 
shall  be  the  work  of  members  of  the  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union." 
That  is  the  verbatim  quote  of  the  proposed 
resolution. 

I  don't  want  to  talk  if  somebody  else  wants 
to  t.Tlk,  but  I  do  want  to  close,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  I  could. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Any  further  re- 

:iiarks  ? 

BROTHER  FERGUSON  (Local  2):  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  clear  up  a  point  in  my  mind,  am 
I  correct  in  assuming  that  there  had  been  a 
national  decision  rendered  against  the  lather 
relative  to  this  base  question,  and  prior  to  the 
entering  into  of  this  agreement?' 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  There  was  no 
national  decision  rendered.  There  were  several 
spot  decisions  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  de- 
cided that  the  work  in  question  on  all  classes 
of  construction  belonged  to  the  carpenter. 
Those  were  spot  decisions,  and  they  were  made 
in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  I  think  in  Seattle, 
and  Sacramento,  California,  and  one  other 
place.  And  these  decisions  had  been  arrived 
at  as  a  result  of  the  agreement  between  the 
Lathers  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers  entered  into 
in  1926  in  which  this  particular  class  of  work 
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was  coiKcdcd  to  llic  Slu  tt  Metal  Worker,  wlui 
in  turn  entered  into  an  agreement  with  tli( 
Carpenter  and  turned  the  work  over  to  tlie 
Clarpenter.  And  that  was  the  basis  upon  wliit  li 
the  Joint  Board  based  their  decision  on  lhes< 
spot  derisions  that  I  have  enumerated. 

BROTHER  FERGUSON:  I  have  no  inten- 
sions of  disputing  you,  Brother  McSorley.  How- 
ever, I  am  pretty  sure  that  I  have  a  decision 
in  my  office  at  home  that  was  rendered  on  a 
national  basis  based  on  the  agreement  between 
the  Clarpenters  and  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  just  said  that 
on  these  spot  decisions.  Not  national,  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned.  That  was  with  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers.  Any  further  remarks? 

BROTHER  W.  E.  O'.CONNOR  (Western 
New  York  District  Clouncil):  Mr.  Clhairman, 
am  I  right  in  assuming  that  if  we  approve 
the  Board's  recommendation,  that  this  agree- 
ment still  has  to  be  ratified  by  the  Conven- 
tion? Or  are  we  ratifying  the  agreement  now  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  I  don't 
think  so.  No,  you  are  referring  it  back  to  the 
Executive  Council.  They  are  not  ratifying  it. 
It  is  being  referred  back  for  clarification  and 
correction  wherever  it's  possible  to  do  so. 

BROTHER  O'CONNOR:  And  it  will  have 
to  come  before  the  next  convention  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  McVEY  (Local  74):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  I  understood— and  I'd  like  it  clarified 
at  this  time;  it's  very  hard  to  hear  back  here — 
it's  my  understanding,  if  I  heard  correctly,  that 
you  said  that  in  case  this  is  referred  back  to 
the  Executive  Board,  there  would  be  no  ques- 
tion of  ratification  here,  is  that  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  That  is  not  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That's  right, 
yes.  We  don't  ratify  it  here.  You  are  just  re- 
ferring it  back. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  Then  in  my  opinion 
this  is  in  the  same  capacity  that  it  was  when 
it  was  entered  into? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Absolutely. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  Subject  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  both  organizations? 
PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  These  instructions,  as 
I  understand  them,  give  the  Executive  Board 
the  power  to  go  into  this  matter  further,  and 
the  agreement  that  was  entered  into  between 


oni  (jri^.uii/.ilion  and  llie  (laipirilcrs  is  ritjt  in 
l()r(e  until  r.itilicd  !>>  this  organization. 

■N'ow  I  fought  in  that  Committee — and  I 
iliiiik  the  Clhairman  of  that  Committee  will 
tell  you — to  get  it  done.  Let  me  inject  this: 
1  ha\c  been  called  up  because  this  is  not  my 
resolution.  It  was  prepared  by  Local  71,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  had  to  be  presented 
under  tiie  name  of  a  registered  delegate.  So 
that  is  the  reason  it  is  in.  I  want  to  give  credit 
where  it  should  belong.  But  I  think  some  prog- 
ress has  been  made,  because  I  feel  that  the 
representatives  of  the  Board  that  served  on  that 
committee  feel  the  same  as  we  do — that  that 
agreement — I  mean  those  that  were  on  the 
Board,  not  all  of  them.  There  were  two  of 
them  on  the  Board.  I  believe  they  feel  as  we 
do,  that  we  want  to  get  the  work  back  that 
belongs  to  the  lather. 

Now  that  agreement  provides  that  we  don't 
have  the  putting  on  of  chair  rail.  We  can't 
put  that  on.  It  is  provided  that  the  Carpen- 
ters do  it,  as  I  understand  it.  We  can't  put  up 
picture  mold,  they  do  that.  And  I'd  like  to  see 
this  committee  or  the  Executive  Committee 
bring  back  a  report — of  course,  it  can't  come 
for  three  years,  but  before  the  ratification  of 
that  agreement — that  the  lathers  will  get  back 
some  of  the  work  that  they  are  trying  to  steal 
away  from  us. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  Point  of  information,  Mr.  Chairman. 
Brother  McVey  stated  that  this  agreement  will 
not  be  enforced.  This  agreement  is  in  force. 
And  if  it  is  referred  back  to  the  Executive 
Board,  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  still  in  force 
until  the  next  convention.  Am  I  right  or  am 
I  wrong? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  That  is  correct 
in  so  far  as  the  National  Board  would  be  con- 
cerned. They  made  the  rules. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  I  don't  mean  that. 
Brother  McSorley.  I  mean  so  far  as  this  agree- 
ment is  concerned.  If  this  is  referred  back  to 
the  Executive  Board,  the  agreement  is  in  force, 
because  it  has  been  in  force  for  two  years  and 
it  was  never  ratified  by  a  convention. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  it  is  not  rati- 
fied by  this  convention,  then  we  don't  ratify  it. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  That  isn't  what 
I'm  getting  at,  Brother  McSorley.  If  this  mat- 
ter is  referred  back  to  the  Executive  Board, 
does  that  mean  that  the  agreement  is  arrested, 
that  it's  no  longer  in  force,  if  it  is  referred 
back  to  the  Executive  Board? 

PRESIDENT   McSORLEY:    Absolutely.  It 
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tolls  that  the  Convention  is  dissatisfied  with 
the  agreement  and  wants  it  cither  clarified  or 
corrected. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  In  other  words, 
then,  if  I  am  putting  base  on  a  tile  wall,  as 
Brother  Spillane  stated,  the  Carpenter  can  no 
longer  refer  to  that  agreement  as  the  basis  for 
his  claim,  is  that  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  After  we  notify 
them  that  the  agreement  has  not  been  ratified 
by  our  convention. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  O.  K.,  that's  all. 

BROTHER  McVEY:  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I 
just  make  this  observation? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  spoke  once. 
Just  a  minute,  .'^ny  further  remarks?  Vice- 
President  Hagen. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  you  recognize  Vice-President  Hagen,  I 
don't  want  to  speak  on  this  but  for  a  moment. 
Would  you  yield,  Harry,  for  just  a  minute? 
I  want  to  submit  something  else  to  the  Con- 
vention along  with  this. 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Yes. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Delegates:  In  view  of  the  issue  just  raised 
by  the  questions  of  Delegates  Mullane  and 
McVey,  and  without  consulting  with  our  Com- 
mittee, I  am  just  wondering  if  it  wouldn't  be 
wise  to  put  something  in  writing  in  this  par- 
ticular recommendation  with  respect  to  the 
effectiveness  of  agreements  entered  into  be- 
tween our  representatives  and  other  organiza- 
tions. And  I  am  going  to  propose,  just  indi- 
vidually, without  my  Committee's  consent — 
haven't  had  a  chance  to  poll  them  because  the 
thought  just  struck  as  I  heard  Delegate  Mc- 
Vey and  Delegate  Mullane  talking  about  this 
particular  issue — it  might  be  well  to  have  it 
in  writing  and  attached  to  the  official  report 
of  the  Committee.  And  I  am  going  to  suggest, 
unless  any  of  my  Committee  members  disagree 
with  me,  that  we  add  a  further  recommenda- 
tion to  the  one  contained  under  this  particular 
resolution,  report,  as  follows: 

"We  further  recommend  that  no  agreement 
entered  into  by  the  representatives  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  or  other  international  unions 
shall  become  operative  or  effective  until  said 
agreement  is  ratified  by  the  subsequent  con- 
vention of  the  L.  I.  U." 

That  would  settle  for  all  time  any  possibility 
of  questions  of  agreements  being  made  by  your 
representatives  and  then  being  operative  with- 
out this  convention  having  a  chance  to  ap- 


prove them.  That  means,  of  course,  that  during 
three-years'  time  you  could  not  put  into  effect 
any  agreement  between  other  organizations  and 
ours. 

BROTHER  W.  E.  O'CONNOR  (Western 
New  York  District  Council):  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  so  move,  that  the  words  be  added  to  the 
Committee's  recommendation. 

.  .  .  The  motion  was  regularly  seconded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You  have  heard 
the  amendment  as  read  by  Delegate  Haggerty. 
Personally,  I  don't  think  that  we  should  be 
placed  in  a  position  where  we  had  to  wait 
three  years  to  do  something.  I  think  if  there 
is  something  that  crops  up  and  there  is  some 
necessity  for  trying  to  adjust  these  things,  we 
should  attempt  to  try  and  adjust  them.  And  it 
would  be,  in  my  opinion,  better  to  say  in  this 
resolution  that  such  agreements  would  be  rec- 
ognized as  temporary,  pending  the  action  of 
the  coming  convention  of  the  International 
Union. 

That  would  give  us  a  chance  to  meet  some 
of  these  emergencies  instead  of  forcing  us  into 
a  position  that  we  might  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment and  then  have  it  sit  in  the  ice  box  until 
three  years  later.  But  you  can  vote  on  it. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
wouldn't  press  the  point.  The  question  was 
raised  with  respect  to  that  particular  matter, 
and  I  thought  I'd  throw  it  out  for  your  con- 
sideration. And  I  agree  with  the  President. 
When  I  said  it  to  you,  I  didn't  like  it,  but 
I  wanted  to  see  what  you  thought  about  it. 
Because  I  thought  that  there  was  a  feeling  here 
that  that  is  what  you  wanted.  Now  it's  obvious 
you  don't  want  that.  I  don't  think  you  want 
it  because  you  don't  want  to  tie  the  hands  of 
our  officers  for  three  years.  If  you  want  to 
take  something,  as  the  President  suggests,  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  it  would  be  much  better 
than  what  I  suggested,  because  I  think  your 
lack  of  enthusiasm  for  my  suggestion  indicates 
you  don't  like  it  any  more  than  I  did  when 
I  gave  it  to  you.  But  I  do  like  the  President's 
suggestion.  If  you  can  put  it  in  language — 

BROTHER  O'CONNOR:  I  would  have  that 
added  to  my  motion.  I  will  accept  the  addition 
to  my  motion,  if  the  seconder  won't  object. 
The  addition  of  President  McSorley's  remarks 
to  my  motion. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  May  I,  Mr. 
Chairman,  withdraw  the  suggestion  I  made  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  You've  got  it  in 
writing? 
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BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  This  is  quickly 
scribbled,  and  one  of  those  things  can  uri  you 
in  trouble  sometimes. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  think  it  would 
be  to  the  best  advantage  of  our  International 
Union  to  have  it  that  way  so  that  any  agree- 
ment that  would  be  entered  into  would  be 
teiiii)orary  pending  the  action  or  endorsement 
or  disapproval  of  the  following  convention. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Suppose  we  make 
it  that  way,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  your  per- 
mission. See  if  I  can  word  it. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE  (Westchester  Dis- 
trict Council):  Mr.  Chairman,  isn't  that  the 
situation  that  it's  in  at  the  present  time? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Yes,  it  would  be 
in  that  situation,  yes.  But  the  thing  would  be 
that  we  are  prevented  from  making  any  adjust- 
ment or  clarification,  and  wouldn't  be  able  to 
put  it  into  effect  until  it  was  in  existence  for 
the  next  three  years. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE:  But  if  we  were  to 
take  the  position  at  this  Convention,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  add  what  Neil  had  said  back  to  the 
Executive  Board,  and  if  we  can't  get  a 
clarification  from  those  people,  that  the  Execu- 
tive Board  notifies  the  local  unions  that  the 
agreement  is  not  there  ? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Oh,  yes. 

BROTHER  SPILLANE:  And  I  would  appeal 
to  the  delegates  at  this  convention  to  take  that 
kind  of  action.  I  personally,  as  a  representa- 
tive. 46  is  not  involved  at  the  present  time,  but 
maybe  tomorrow  my  local  union  will  be  involved 
and  a  lot  of  man-hours  work.  And  I  would 
make  that  as  a  suggestion  or  a  motion. 

BROTHER  MULLANE  (New  Jersey  State 
Council):  Brother  Chairman,  I  spoke  before, 
and  I  guess  I  am  a  little  at  sea  here.  I  asked 
you,  when  I  originally  stood  up,  if  we  adopted 
this  resolution  as  presented  by  the  members, 
would  it  knock  that  agreement  out.  And  you 
stated  "No."  Is  that  right? 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  No,  I  did  not 
state  "No."  I  don't  think. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  That's  what  I  un- 
derstood you  to  say.  That's  why  I  shut  up. 
(Laughter.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  explained, 
Paddy,  that  we  don't  ratify  it.  You  are  refer- 
ring it  back,  and  when  you  do  that,  you  are  not 
ratifying.  You  are  referring  it  back  for  clarifi- 
cation and  correction.  So  you  haven't  ratified  it. 

BROTHER  MULLANE:  Brother  Chairman, 
I  don't  know,  I'm  no  lawyer,  I  am  just  a 
lather.  But  what  I  can't  see  is,  this  agreement 


was  entered  into  in  May  of  lO.'iO.  And  the 
men  who  signed  the  agreement  on  both  sides 
— I'll  say  on  our  side,  let's  keep  it  that  way — 
I'll  say  the  men  on  our  side  were  honest, 
sincere,  and  they  did  what  they  thought  was 
best  for  the  International  Union. 

When  I  first  read  the  agreement,  I  didn't 
like  it.  I  went  to  second  grade  in  school  and 
I  was  taught  to  read.  And  one  of  the  clauses 
in  that  agreement  stated  that  any  other  parti- 
tion or  wall  outside  of  an  iron  furred  wall  or 
partition  with  metal  lath  on  belonged  to  the 
carpenter.  And  I'll  tell  you  gentlemen  right 
now,  that  if  I  were  the  Carpenters'  business 
agent,  no  lather  would  put  a  base  on  a  rock 
lath  partition.  Because  that  agreement  gives  it 
to  them.  That  was  not  the  intent  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  that  was  in  the  agreement,  that 
all  other  partitions  and  all  other  walls  belong 
to  the  carpenter. 

We  had  a  dispute  in  a  mental  disease  hos- 
pital where  a  bull-nose  chair  rail  was  applied 
to  walls  that  had  metal  lath  nailed  on  wood. 
There  were  also  some  adjoining  cinder  block 
walls  that  the  chair  rail  went  on.  The  builder 
put  the  carpenter  on  it  and  I  stopped  him  with 
the  threat  that  if  he  didn't  take  the  carpenter 
off  it,  I'd  remove  the  lathers.  I  wrote  to  the 
general  office  for  a  decision.  I  was  notified 
that  under  that  agreement,  that  chair  rail 
belonged  to  the  carpenter.  So  I  had  to  pull  my 
horns  in. 

I  listened  to  a  lot  of  speakers  here  during 
the  week,  at  caucus,  stating  that  in  their 
territory  they  did  all  the  metal  base.  And 
in  the  next  breath  they  said,  "Why  don't  the 
Iron  Worker  and  the  Carpenter  obey  the 
rules  laid  down  in  the  green  book,"  when 
they  themselves  were  refusing  to  live  up  to 
an  agreement  that  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  had  signed. 

Well,  Fellows,  you  can't  have  your  cake  and 
eat  it.  You  have  to  make  up  your  mind  today 
what  you  are  going  to  do.  I  don't  want  to  see 
this  thing  referred  back  to  the  General  Execu- 
tive Board.  I'd  like  to  see  this  Convention  take 
some  action  on  it.  I  am  not  from  a  big  local, 
and  I  am  only  talking  from  a  local  standpoint. 
Prior  to  the  time  that  this  agreement  was 
adopted,  we  did  that  type  of  work.  But  as 
Brother  McSorley  brought  out,  there  have 
been  decisions  rendered  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  that  is  another  thing  you  have 
to  take  into  consideration. 

But  this  Committee  has  not  been  able  to  get 
a  clarification  from  the  carpenter  in  the  past 
two  years.  Do  you  think  he  is  going  to  be 
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able  to  gtt  ii  in  tlic  next  three?  I  don't.  So  I 
believe  that  the  resolution  is  a  good  resolution. 
1  believe  we  ought  to  stop  kidding  with  the 
carpenter.  I  think  wc  should  fight  him,  because 
according  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Execu- 
tive Board  at  the  insistence  of  your  General 
President,  we  withdrew  from  that  panel.  So 
Mr.  Dunlop  can't  give  us  any  more  fast 
decisions.  And  I  think  referring  it  back  to  the 
Executive  Board  does  not  clarify  it.  I  think  it 
should  be  ironed  out  here  today,  what  we 
want.  If  they  think  they  need  more  time,  let's 
give  them  three  months,  let's  give  them  six 
months,  but  don't  let  us  give  them  any  more 
time.  I'd  hate  like  the  dickens  to  see  that 
agreement  flashed  at  me  and  then  have  to  wait 
three  years  until  we  get  into  New  York  to 
cither  ratify  it  or  knock  it  out.  (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Arc  there  any 
further  remarks? 

BROTHER  HAGEN  (Local  73):  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I'd  like  to  clarify  a  few  things  that  have 
been  said  on  the  floor  here. 

There  is  nothing  in  that  agreement  in  re- 
gard to  picture  mold  or  metal  base  beads.  The 
agreement  concerns  casing  beads  and  solid 
metal  base.  In  that  agreement,  however,  the 
words  "casing  beads"  are  not  even  mentioned. 
The  words  "plaster  guards"  are  mentioned  in 
there  for  the  reason  that  the  President  of  the 
Carpenters  wanted  that  in  because  that  is  the 
way  it  reads  in  the  blue  book,  in  the  decision 
that  we  received  in  1920  which  was  a  reaf- 
firmation of  the  award  of  the  Denver  Conven- 
tion of  1908.  That  is  the  way  it  reads — 
"corner  beads  or  guards."  And  we  put  that 
in  as  a  safety  measure  also  in  the  second  clause. 

Brother  McSorley  told  you  an  agreement 
was  made  by  our  International  officers  in  1926 
with  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers  in  which  they 
conceded  metal  base  grounds  and  screeds, 
casing  beads,  picture  mold,  chair  rail  and 
corner  beads  of  every  description — that's  what 
they  conceded  to  us.  We  conceded  solid  metal 
cove  base  No.  202,  203,  204,  205,  and  501 
which  were  made  by  the  Knapp  Manufactur- 
ing Company  at  that  time. 

Now  if  wc  went  into  any  panel  with  the 
carpenters  on  this  proposition  and  they  could 
have  called  us  in  before  we  disassociated  our- 
selves with  the  Award  Board,  we  would  lose 
all  of  that  base,  all  of  the  solid  metal  base,  on 
the  basis  of  this  agreement  alone. 

When  we  entered  into  this  agreement,  at  the 
time  of  the  agreement,  we  were  losing  work  all 
over  the  country.  It's  true  perhaps  in  New 
York  and  in  New  Jersey  and  a  few  spots  they 


were  getting  the  metal  base  due  to  con- 
ilitions  no  doubt  existing  in  their  localities 
amongst  the  representatives  perhaps  and  the 
various  other  matters  in  which  a  delegate  is 
sometimes  able  to  get  work.  However,  on  a 
national  scale  we  were  losing  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  feet  of  solid  metal 
base  at  that  time.  Every  decision  that  the 
.\ward  Board  made,  every  spot  decision  that 
tliey  made,  was  made  against  the  lather  on  the 
solid  metal  base. 

We  felt  highly  elated  when  we  made  this 
agreement,  because  they  were  at  least  conced- 
ing us  some  of  the  base  that  had  already  been 
given  to  the  Sheet  Metal  Worker,  and  in  turn 
to  the  Carpenter.  We  were  getting  something 
out  of  it  that  we  legally  were  not  entitled  to  if 
we  went  before  a  panel.  Of  course,  it  would 
be  suicide  for  us  to  go  before  a  panel  of  the 
Award  Board  from  which  wc  disassociated  our- 
selves because  you  are  all  familiar  with  the 
set-up  there. 

Now,  to  verify  that  statement,  I  might  state, 
as  Brother  Ferguson  did,  that  on  the  basis 
of  that  agreement  with  the  sheet  metal  workers, 
many  decisions  have  been  made  in  which  they 
quoted  this  decision,  and  I  don't  care  who  you 
are  or  who  your  lawyer  is,  when  you  go  into 
court  they  take  what  is  in  writing  in  the 
book,  and  if  you  go  before  a  panel  on  the  solid 
metal  base,  you  wouldn't  have  a  leg  to  stand 
on,  because  you  stated  in  there  that  the  work 
doesn't  belong  to  you,  and  wc  agreed  that 
the  work  would  belong  to  the  sheet  metal  worker 
and  in  turn  they  agreed  that  certain  things 
would  belong  to  us. 

But  I  wanted  to  point  out  that  there  was 
nothing  mentioned  in  our  agreement.  We  never 
discussed  the  matter,  because  we  have  never 
given  any  thought  that  this  work  belonged  to 
the  carpenter,  such  as  picture  mold,  chair  rail, 
and  base  screed.  They  weren't  claiming  that. 
Our  discussions  were  on  casing  beads,  which 
they  call  metal  trim.  They  call  everything  metal 
trim.  We  call  it  casing  beads. 

I  could  keep  you  here  for  two  hours  and 
show  you  books  and  other  things  here  to  prove 
that  if  we  got  before  a  legitimate  board,  I 
would  be  satisfied  to  state  our  case  before 
any  fair  minded,  honest,  board,  whether  they 
knew  anything  about  building  or  not,  and  I 
think  we  could  prove  our  case  satisfactorily. 
But  we  never  even  took  up  the  question  of 
the  things  some  of  these  speakers  were  talk- 
ing about. 

Now,  the  reason  we  arc  not  getting  along  on 
the  agreement  is  because  the  agreement  is  be- 
ing misinterpreted  by  the  carpenters.  They  are 
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claiming  things  that  arr  absolutely  not  in  the 
agreement  at  all.  I  have  decisions  here.  In  one 
of  them  the  lathers  were  put  to  work  in  one 
Tiioiitli,  in  accordance  with  this  agreement — 
they  were  given  the  casing  beads — and  two 
months  later — 1  guess  by  that  time  somebody 
had  got  to  Washington — two  months  later,  on 
another  job,  it  was  given  to  the  carpenters. 

This  states  plainly  in  here  "casing  beads 
and  guards."  Wc  have  a  job  in  Illinois,  and 
they  have  material  on  the  job  that  is  labeled 
"plaster  guards,"  and  a  decision  came  in  from 
Mr.  Dunlop  that  the  work  belonged  to  the 
carpenter,  that  plaster  guards  No.  1  and  2 
belonged  to  the  carpenter,  because  it  was 
metal  trim. 

Now,  when  you  sit  down  in  ;i  conference 
with  people  and  make  an  agreement  in  writing, 
and  they  agree  to  certain  things  in  there  and 
then  go  out  and  misinterpret  the  agreement, 
when  your  committee  goes  in  there  in  good 
faith  and  do  what  they  think  is  a  good  job  and 
waste  a  lot  of  sleep  over  this  thing — and  we 
have  been  working  on  it  for  a  long  time- — I 
don't  think  you  should  hold  us  responsible  if  it 
is  being  misinterpreted  all  over  the  country  by 
the  type  of  organization  that  wc  have  to  fight. 
I  am  willing,  if  you  fellows  are  willing  to  stay 
here,  to  go  into  this  thing  for  two  or  three 
hours,  and  go  over  some  of  this  stuff  with  you. 
But  in  a  few  short  words,  that's  about  the  gist 
of  the  thing,  and  if  I'm  wrong,  I  want  to  be 
corrected  by  the  rest  of  the  committee. 

Incidentally,  you  talked  about  trying  to 
modify  the  agreement,  and  I  think  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  is  to  try  and  have 
this  agreement  modified  or  made  more  explana- 
tory. I  might  state  that  we  did  just  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  New  York  have  several  meetings 
with  the  carpenters,  and  submitted  this  to  them: 

"AGREEMENT:  Where  metal  casing  beads 
or  metal  base  is  attached  to  partitions  or  walls 
that  are  both  lathed  and  plastered,  the  lather 
shall  apply  them. 

"Where  the  above  materials  are  attached  to 
partitions  or  walls  that  are  plastered  only,  the 
carpenter  shall  apply  them." 

Now,  we  told  them  that  that  was  short  and 
sweet.  That  would  cover  all  plasterboard  parti- 
tions, all  metal  lath  partitions,  all  longboard 
partitions,  and  everything  else,  and  that  was  our 
understanding  when  the  thing  was  made.  How- 
ever, these  things  have  developed,  and  argu- 
ments have  developed  over  the  country,  and  we 
must  get  a  modification  of  that  agreement  or 
get  it  clarified  in  words  of  one  syllable,  so 
that  everybody  can  understand  it. 

It  is  easy  for  you  fellows  to  sit  in  here  and 


tell  us  how  we  should  do  this  thing  and  liow 
you  would  work  it.  I  wish  you  could  sit  in 
there  with  Iho.se  carpenters  for  a  while.  We 
represent  an  organization  of  perhaps  14,000 
men,  sitting  down  with  representatives  of 
about  800,000  men,  and  you  know  as  well 
as  I  do  that  they  would  like  to  see  us  become 
associated  with  the  Carpenters  International 
Union,  like  they  have  taken  in  other  organiza- 
tions, and  maybe  they  are  making  it  a  little 
tough  in  hopes  that  we  might  give  in. 

Now,  if  this  recommendation  of  the  coiii- 
mittee  is  concurred  in,  I  am  under  the 
impression  the  thought  there  is  that  wc 
should  have  a  modification  of  the  agreement, 
so  it  would  be  in  writing  that  this  agree- 
ment would  include  plasterboard  or  in  fact  all 
partitions  and  walls  that  are  both  lathed  and 
plastered.  It  doesn't  say  what  kind  of  lath.  It 
says  "all,"  that  we  should  put  the  beads  and 
base  on.  Now,  remember,  wc  have  no  legiti- 
mate claim  to  the  base  under  that  agreement. 
But  we  did  get  some  of  it.  And  as  I  told  you 
before,  we  were  losing  every  decision  on  base. 
If  I  am  wrong,  the  General  President  can 
correct  me. 

With  those  few  statements,  I  think  I  will 
stop  at  the  present  time.  But  I  think  that  this 
thing  should  be  referred,  as  your  committee 
who  gave  this  thorough  study  advised  before,  to 
the  Executive  Board,  and  if  you  want  your 
committee  to  continue  to  try  to  get  a  modifica- 
tion on  this,  all  right.  If  you  want  to  keep  the 
agreement  out  of  it  entirely,  it's  all  right  with 
me,  too.  I'm  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  about  it. 
But  we  have  done  the  best  we  could,  and  I 
think  imder  the  circumstances,  that  we  have 
done  a  good  job.  Maybe  I'm  wrong.  Every- 
body is  entitled  to  their  opinion.  But  we  were 
honest  and  sincere  in  our  efforts,  fighting  to 
try  to  get  everything  we  could.  And  we  didn't 
sit  down  in  one  meeting  and  sign  this  thing. 
We  had  seven  or  eight,  probably,  before  we 
finally  came  to  anything  that  looked  anything 
near  like  an  agreement. 

Now,  if  you  refer  this  matter  to  your  Execu- 
tive Council  and  we  have  future  meetings  and 
bring  something  in,  the  Executive  Council 
will  have  to  look  it  over,  and  the  agreement 
could  then  go  into  effect  until  our  next  con- 
vention. That  is  my  understanding.  If  you 
don't  like  it  and  want  to  kick  it  out  in  its 
entirety,  that's  all  right,  too.  But  I  think  you 
would  be  making  a  mistake. 

BROTHER  F.  H.  MARTIN  (Local  374): 
We  are  only  a  small  local  down  there  in  the 
desert,  and  we  have  had  a  hot  time  with  the 
carpenters.  They  have  nineteen  decisions  against 
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me  in  order  to  take  the  door  trim,  casing 
beads,  and  stuff,  away  from  me,  and  right 
now  we  are  starting  to  get  some  of  it  back. 
But  for  a  small  town  they  really  give  us  a 
roughing  up. 

The  agreement  was  signed.  I  just  want  to 
let  you  know,  for  a  little  town  like  we  are,  that 
there  were  nineteen  spot  decisions  handed  out 
by  Dunlop  at  the  Jurisdiction  Award  Board. 
Not  only  that,  but  I  had  a  job  the  other  day 
where  we  were  laying  this  Steeltex.  Along 
came  the  Steelworkers'  business  agent.  He  had 
a  whole  sheaf  of  spot  decisions  against  the 
lathers  in  different  towns.  How  we  can  get 
spot  decisions  against  the  Steeltex,  I  don't 
know,  but  we  got  it  pretty  well  under  control. 

Thanks. 

BROTHER  F.  J.  WILBERT  (Local  64): 
Mr.  Chairman,  as  you  all  know,  from  the  copy 
of  your  minutes  of  June,  1951,  I  paid  my  own 
expenses  to  the  International  headquarters  at 
Cleveland,  over  this  very  thing  we  are  speak- 
ing of  now.  Prior  to  the  agreement  that  was 
entered  into  between  the  carpenters  and  the 
lathers,  I  was  sure  every  decision  sent  in,  that  I 
had  photostated  and  sent  in,  was  in  favor  of 
the  lathers.  In  fact  the  last  two  were  the  Ogden 
Aircraft  job  and  the  Centralia  High  School. 
But  after  this  agreement  was  entered  into,  I 
will  assure  you  that  I  lost  four  straight  decisions 
so  fast  that  my  hat  blew  off. 

I  even  went  so  far  just  this  last  January,  as 
to  sit  down — and  Harry  spoke  of  this — and  we 
had  that  put  into  a  record  diagram  form,  to 
enlighten  the  Board  at  Washington  as  to  just 
what  this  was,  how  it  looked,  and  the  purpose 
it  served.  We  also  went  to  work  and  made  up 
a  roster  of  over  5,000  jobs  that  we  had  done, 
the  addresses,  and  when  they  were  done.  We 
hired  a  lawyer  to  aid  and  assist  us  in  this.  It 
cost  us  quite  a  bit  of  money,  and  as  the  Honor- 
able President  knows,  we  were  contacting  one  an- 
other quite  a  bit  during  that  time.  And  lo  and 
behold!  I  get  back  a  photostatic  ropy  by  this 
Board  in  Washington,  telling  me  that  it  is 
the  work  of  the  carpenters. 

The  intention  that  I  went  to  Cleveland  with 
was  this.  I  wanted  to  find  out — I  am  not  a 
lawyer,  and  I  am  not  a  high  school  or  a  college 
graduate — I  am  just  the  average  boy  on  the 
road,  working  with  tools,  and  I  am  for  my 
organization  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  I  am 
going  down  fighting.  I  feel  this  way,  that  I 
would  like  to  have  that  clarified,  so  that  I 
could  clearly  understand  and  have  something 
to  stand  on,  to  put  up  some  kind  of  fight  to 
bring  that  back,  because  at  the  present  time  we 


only  put  on  a  little  bit  here  and  there  now, 
but  it  has  absolutely  been  taken  away  from  us 
in  this  vicinity. 
I  thank  you. 

BROTHER  D.  A.  McVEY  (Local  74) :  This 
agreement  that  is  before  you  has  in  some  por- 
tions of  this  country  been  operated,  regardless  of 
the  ratification  of  this  body.  It  is  in  force  now. 
In  Chicago,  the  Board  of  Jurisdiction  Awards, 
on  the  strength  of  this  agreement,  have  added 
all  kinds  of  work  to  the  carpenters,  or  given  it 
to  them. 

Now,  it  is  my  opinion,  after  hearing  the  re- 
marks here,  that  something  should  be  done 
here,  not  to  give  them  this  agreement  and 
put  it  off,  that  they  can  work  on  it  for  the 
next  three  years  and  hurt  a  lot  of  you  that 
are  getting  away  with  disobeying  it  now. 

As  I  see  it,  they  have  started  on  the  big  fel- 
low, just  as  the  FBI  is  doing  with  income  taxes. 
But  you  little  fellows,  the  little  organizations 
are  getting  by  with  it.  When  they  knock  out 
the  big  locals,  like  New  York,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  as  they  are  doing,  they  are  going  to  come 
back  to  you,  and  you  are  going  to  lose  the 
work  just  the  same  as  we  have  done. 

I  think  now,  after  hearing  the  remarks,  that 
there  should  be  some  limit  put  on  the  time 
that  this  Executive  Board  can  get  in  touch 
with  the  carpenters  and  rectify  this  agreement 
or  annul  it,  and  tell  them  that  we  want  the 
work  back.  Then,  to  be  in  the  same  position 
that  the  carpenters  are  in  now,  we  can  go  out 
and  fight  for  what  we  want.  But  with  this 
agreement  in  effect,  we  are  tied,  our  hands 
are  tied,  we  can't  do  anything,  because  as  has 
been  said,  the  carpenters  have  such  a  big  or- 
ganization that  even  with  the  Jurisdictional 
Board  of  Awards,  you  are  going  to  have  a 
helluva  time  to  stop  them.  They  pay  per  capita 
tax  into  the  organization.  They  are  bigger  per 
capita  tax  payers  than  we  are.  So  we  are  a 
minor  organization,  in  their  light,  and  we 
have  got  to  fight,  get  back  some  of  the  mili- 
tancy that  we  had  some  forty,  fifty  years  ago, 
and  then  I  think  we  will  go  places.  They  didn't 
lick  us  then,  when  we  got  the  decision,  and  if 
we  stick  firmly,  they  won't  lick  us  now. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Delegates:  Again  I  remind  you  that  your  com- 
mittee hashed  this  out  for  hours  in  our  com- 
mittee room.  This  was  not  disposed  of  easily 
or  speedily.  Delegate  McVey  was  a  member  of 
that  committee,  and  I  think  you  know  he 
doesn't  give  up  very  easily.  (Laughter)  For 
hours  we  discussed  this  yesterday,  and  again 
this  morning   discussed   the   wording  of  this 
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recommendation  to  this  convention.  It  was 
agreed  to  by  the  committee  as  it  is  worded  and 
has  been  read  to  you. 

The  committee  recognized  that  there  was 
much  dissatisfaction.  We  said  so  in  the  report. 
We  recognized  there  was  much  confusion 
throughout  the  country  in  so  far  as  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  agreement  is  concerned.  We 
recognized  that  the  limit  they  placed  on  the 
agreement  was  misinterpreted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  opposing  organizations.  The  committee 
recognized  all  these  things  and  discussed  them 
at  great  length,  and  then  brought  back  to  you 
this  recommendation,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  Executive  Council,  recognizing  that  there 
is  much  confusion  and  dissatisfaction  under  the 
present  circumstances,  would  certainly  find 
ways  and  means  to  repair  it. 

I  told  the  committee  this  morning  we  had 
met  with  the  carpenters  again,  just  about  two 
weeks  ago,  in  New  York  City.  We  have  not 
given  up  and  don't  intend  to  give  up  trying  to 
clarify  this  whole  matter.  We  recognize  the  fact 
that  we  have  two  strikes  on  us,  in  so  far  as  the 
present  Board  is  concerned.  No  decision  made 
so  far  by  the  Board  has  been  in  favor  of  our 
organization. 

Brother  McSorley  told  you  of  five  decisions 
rendered,  removing  from  cities  that  never  lost 
a  foot  of  base  before.  Never  a  foot  of  base 
before  was  lost  in  Seattle,  Washington.  Not 
one  was  lost  in  California,  to  my  knowledge. 
We  did  millions  of  feet  of  it  out  there.  And 
yet  the  first  large  job  comes  along,  and  a  de- 
cision is  rendered  granting  all  that  work  to  the 
carpenters. 

Now  keep  in  mind,  the  new  Board  is  not 
confined  to  accepting  requests  for  decisions 
from  unions  and  building  trades  departments, 
and  most  of  these  requests  were  made  by  con- 
tractors for  the  simple  reason  that  our  wage 
scale,  for  example,  using  Sacramento,  I  believe 
was  $30  a  day,  $25  a  day  wages,  at  that  time- 
it  is  now  higher — plus  $5  a  day  subsistence 
for  those  who  traveled  in  there ;  and  the  car- 
penter's wage  was  $17  a  day.  The  contractor 
then  wrote  to  this  new  Board  of  Awards  and 
asked  for  a  decision.  He  then  went  to  the 
carpenter,  and  said,  "This  work  is  your  work. 
It  belongs  to  you.  You  should  make  a  fight  for 
it."  and  the  business  agent  said,  "I  guess  I  will 
have  to,  as  long  as  you  have  written  back  to 
Washington,  and  make  a  fight  for  it."  The 
result  was  the  decision  was  granted  to  the 
carpenters,  giving  the  entire  job  to  the  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters.  In  that  district,  I  think  the 
B.A.'s  here  will  verify  the  fact  that  as  far  as  he 


knows  and  I  know,  we  have  never  lost  one 
foot  of  base  before. 

Unfortunately,  much  misinterpretation  ha.^ 
been  placed  upon  the  wording  of  the  agree- 
ment. We  understand  that.  It  is  our  hope  that 
wc  can  be  given  the  opportunity  of  attempt- 
ing to  clarify.  I  am  not  a  pessimist,  although 
I  have  been  told  here  I  am  a  super-optimist. 
I  think  that  agreements  of  this  type,  embody- 
ing such  a  serious  matter  over  the  years,  can 
certainly  be  clarified  or  at  least  be  abrogated. 
Now,  by  the  same  token,  the  body  who  made 
the  agreement — the  Executive  Council  ap- 
proved it  and  we  say  they  made  it,  because 
they  approved  it — have  the  same  authority,  if 
they  made  it,  to  abrogate  it.  It  doesn't  take 
convention  action  to  abrogate  it.  If  they  are 
dissatisfied  with  it  and  your  committee  fails 
to  improve  it,  to  obtain  clarification,  to  obtain 
revisions  necessary,  in  our  judgment,  to  stop 
the  misinterpretations  placed  upon  it,  they  have 
no  alternative  but  to  abrogate  it. 

As  to  time,  I  think  that  should  lie  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council.  I  think  the  Council  will 
not  delay  longer  than  necessary.  Remember, 
most  of  those  members  are  business  agents  of 
local  unions,  have  the  same  problems  you  have 
mentioned  here  today  in  your  local  unions. 
They  understand  the  thinking  of  the  member- 
ship, and  they  certainly  will  be  responsive  to 
that  thinking  if  this  damage  is  continued. 

Now,  for  a  moment,  let's  assume  that  within 
a  period  of  three  months  or  six  months,  or 
maybe  eight  or  nine  months,  the  Executive 
Council  fails  to  obtain  what  they  think  are 
necessary  and  proper  amendments  and  revi- 
sions, and  they  abrogate  the  agreement.  We  go 
right  back  as  we  were,  two  years  ago,  when  all 
decisions  coming  out  were  adverse  to  us.  From 
that  time  on  you  will  have  to  do  your  own 
battling,  because  as  Brother  Hagen  told  you, 
you  have  got  two  strikes  on  you  by  an  agree- 
ment made  by  this  organization  in  1926,  when 
our  General  President  wasn't  with  us.  He  was 
at  that  time  in  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment. That  particular  thing  is  the  base  being 
laid  and  being  used  by  this  Board. 

I  think  I  should  mention  to  you  something 
that  some  of  you  don't  know.  This  present 
Board  is,  I  think,  formed  because  of  the  Taft- 
Hartley  Act,  and  formed  to  get  away  from 
the  Taft-Hartley  Act  provisions  and  to  avoid 
the  NLRB  making  decisions  for  you  as  to  juris- 
dictions. Up  to  that  time  we  never  had  that 
type  of  a  board.  Up  to  the  Taft-Hartley  Act 
adoption  we  never  had  that  type  of  a  board. 
The  boards  we  had  were  composed  of  union 
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pt-oplr,  members  of  the  Building  Trades  De- 
partment, and  no  outsiders  were  brought  in 
except  maybe  the  referee,  who  was  paid  and 
a  part  of  that  setup.  But  this  new  board  is 
composed  of  the  employers,  the  unions  and  the 
public,  a  tri-partite  board.  The  public  mcmbci 
is  a  professor  of  Harvard  University,  John  Dun- 
lop.  The  members  of  the  board  of  the  union — 
you  know  who  they  arc — and  also  you  know 
who  the  employers  are.  The  fact  remains,  wr 
have  no  position  on  the  board.  We  arc  not 
permitted  to  appear  before  the  board  in  person, 
to  present  oral  arguments.  We  cannot  present 
material  evidence  or  data  or  photographs,  be- 
cause it  is  all  done  in  writing. 

I  don't  have  to  tell  you  that  generally  large 
organizations  are  the  members  of  the  Board 
representing  labor,  and  those  people  certainly 
work  together.  It's  a  back-scratching  thing. 

We  are  then  obliged  to  send  in  communic;i- 
tions  and  writing  as  best  we  can,  and  invariabK- 
they  go  back  to  the  record.  The  record  on  base 
shows  that  we  gave  it  away  in  1926.  So  that 
danger  is  there. 

I  mention  these  things  to  you  because  it 
isn't  all  one  way.  When  you  say  abrogate  the 
present  agreement  of  1950,  from  that  time  on 
you  go  back  again  to  a  bad  condition.  So  your 
Board  is  thinking  of  all  those  things,  trying 
to  analyze  what  is  our  best  position,  what  is 
our  firmest  ground  to  stand  on.  Can  we  stand 
on  shifting  sand  or  can  we  find  some  base 
which  is  not  moving  every  day? 

For  those  reasons  the  committee,  in  discus- 
sing this,  has  recommended  to  you  this  par- 
ticular remedy,  which  I  think  is  sound  and 
sensible,  and  I  trust  you  will  adopt  it. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Are  there  any 
further  remarks?  (Question  called.)  If  not,  we 
will  proceed  to  vote  on  it. 

The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  All  those  in  favor  will 
give  the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye;"  con- 
trary? The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  We  have  the 
recommendations  of  the  General  President. 

Recommendation  No.  1,  Page  60,  Tuesday's 
proceedings: 

"I  recommend  that  Section  198  be  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  the  word  'journeymen'  be- 
fore the  word  'member.'  " 

THE  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS  con- 
currence. I  move  its  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Moved  and  sec- 
onded that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are 
you  ready  for  the  question?  All  those  in  favor 


will  give  the  usu.il  consent  by  saying  "aye:" 
contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Recommendation 
No.  2,  same  page,  60: 

"I  would  also  recommend  that  Section  20!i 
be  changed  by  inserting  the  words  'local  union' 
on  lines  8  and  23  before  the  word  'delegates.'  " 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS 
concurrence.  I  move  its  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Moved  and  sec- 
cuded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  Any  remarks?  All  tiiose 
in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by  saying 
"aye:"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Recommendation 
No.  7,  Page  60: 

"I  would  further  recommend  that  in  view 
of  the  ruling  of  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board 
that  Section  104A  be  deleted  from  our  consti- 
tution for  the  time  being." 

I  HE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  Your  com-  | 
mittee  recoiuniends  concurrence  in  this  recom- 
mendation with  the  understanding  that  this 
section  be  restored  to  our  constitution  if  and 
when  wage  regulations  and  the  Wage  Stabili- 
zation Board  are  abolished. 

I  move  the  committee  report. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  be  adopted.  You  have  heard  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
(Question  called.)  All  those  in  favor  will  give 
the  usual  consent  by  saying  "aye;"  contrary? 
The  "ayes"  have  it,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Reconmiendation 
No.  4,  Page  60: 

"I  also  desire  to  recommend  that  all  organ- 
izers and  representatives  of  the  International 
Union  make  a  report  through  the  journal 
monthly  of  their  work  and  activities." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  This  rec- 
ommendation has  been  disposed  of  by  the  ac- 
tion of  this  convention  on  Resolutions  1  and  .37. 

I  mo\e  the  report. 

PRESIDE.NT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection  to  that,  that  will  be  the  rule. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Recommendation 
No.  3,  same  page. 

"I  would  further  recommend  that  our  con- 
stitution be  amended  to  provide  that  our  in- 
ternational journal  'the  Lather'  shall  in  the 
future  be  mailed  to  the  homes  of  our  member- 
ship." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPORT:  This  rec- 
ommendation  was  disposed   of  by   the  action 
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Ill  this  coiix ciitioil  vvhu  li  ("oii]ilrd  this  k  (  (iiii- 
incndation  with  Rcsohition  No,  2, 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  If  there  is  no 
objection,  tluit  will  be  the  order.  It  is  .ilreadv 
acted  on. 

BROTHER  H.AOGERTY:  ReeomiiK  ndation 
No.  6,  Page  60: 

"I  would  also  reeoiiinieiui  th.it  the  C)on\(n- 
tioii  .\sscssment  be  redueeil  from  !<,'ie  to  'J5e 
per  member  per  month." 

THE  COMMITTEE  REPOR  T:  This  r<  e- 
ommendation  was  disposed  of  by  the  action 
of  this  convention  on  Resolution  No.  13. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY;  If  there  is  no 
objection,  that  will  still  be  the  order,  as  it  has 
already  been  acted  upon. 

BROTHER  H.^GGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
now  move  that  the  report  of  this  committee  be 
adopted  as  a  whole,  and  the  coirmiittee  mem- 
bers are:  C.  J.  Haggerty,  Chairman;  George 
T.  Moore,  co-chairman;  D.  A.  McVey;  J.  F. 
Healy;  C.  B.  Gariss;  J.  M.  Temple;  C.  Keeler: 
J.  A.  McGuire;  J.  M.  Kioes;  T.  G.  Bundy: 
W.  E.  O'Connor;  T.  M.  Escobar;  Harold  Mills; 
F.  I.  Earner;  W.  J.  Walker,  Jr.;  Charles  Check- 
ley;  Norman  Donnelly;  H.  R.  Weller;  L.  Bro- 
deur;  H.  O.  Lynn;  Da\  id  Roe;  M.  G.  Finlay- 
son:  E.  E.  Wehling;  J.  O.  Dahl;  J.  E.  Sloan; 
W.  M.  Fishero;  W.  E.  Albright;  R.  L.  H.  Ben- 
ner,  Jr.;  L.  PefiFer;  A.  M.  Hatten,  Committee 
on  Law  and  Resolutions. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  The  motion  is 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole  be 
adopted.  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  (Question  called.)  All 
those  in  favor  will  give  the  usual  consent  by 
saying  "aye;"  contrary?  The  "ayes"  have  it, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  like  to  at  this  time  thank  the  commit- 
tee publicly  for  the  long,  hard  hours  they  put 
in  on  this  work.  It  wasn't  easy,  as  you  will  un- 
derstand. They  were  very  faithful,  attended  the 
meetings  early  in  the  morning,  at  noontime  and 
late  in  the  night.  They  accused  me  of  being 
a  Simon  Legree,  but  the  work  had  to  be  done, 
it  is  done  just  about  on  time,  and  I  want  to 
thank  them  for  their  de\otion  to  the  work  at 
hand.  (Applause) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  On  behalf  of  the 
convention  I  want  to  thank  you  and  the  com- 
mittee for  the  work  you  have  done. 

We  will  now  have  the  report  of  the  tellers 
on  the  election. 

BROTHER  GEORGE  T.  MOORE:  There 
were  281  ballots  cast,  16  locals  not  voting,  and 


one  district  council;  one  ballol,  no  secretary 
vote  was  cast;  and  one  spoiled  ballcji. 

The  vote  was,  for  8th  Vice  President:  T.  G. 
Hundy,  123  votes;  for  H.  H.  Fairbanks,  157 
\otes,  electing  H.  H.  Fairbanks  as  8th  Vice 
President.  (Applause) 

For  General  Secretary  Treasurer,  Terry 
Ford,  190  votes;  S.  P.  Robinson,  88  votes.  (Ap- 
plause) 

Signed  by  Thomas  J.  Fredrickson  Sr.,  James 
Cale,  Joseph  M.  Kioes,  Lloyd  Mashburn,  and 
George  T.  Moore. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Inasmuch  as 
Brother  Fairbanks  has  received  the  majority  of 
the  vote  for  the  office  of  8th  Vice  President,  I 
hereby  declare  him  elected  for  the  ensuing 
term. 

I  also  desire  to  declare  that  inasmuch  as 
Terry  Ford  has  received  the  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  for  the  office  of  Secretary  Treasurer, 
I  hereby  declare  him  elected  for  the  ensuing 
term.  (Applause) 

I  would  request  that  the  election  board  burn 
the  ballots,  as  is  the  custom. 

Secretary  Ford  desires  to  have  a  word. 

BROTHER  FORD:  I  want  to  at  this  time 
thank  all  the  delegates  for  the  confidence  that 
they  have  placed  in  me,  and  I  assure  you  that 
I  will  carry  on  my  duties,  the  same  as  I  have 
in  the  past,  always  for  the  best  interests  of  our 
International  Union.  I  thank  you.  (Applause.) 

BROTHER  FAIRBANKS:  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  want  to  thank  all  of  my  friends  for  their 
confidence  in  me.  I  have  served  the  Interna- 
tional Union  faithfully  and  well  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  and  I  assure  you  again,  as  I 
assured  you  in  New  York  City,  that  all  of  my 
efforts,  all  of  my  knowledge,  all  the  strength 
I  have  will  be  used  in  guarding  the  Interna- 
tional Union. 

.^gain  I  want  to  thank  you.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  BUNDY  (Lone  Star  State 
Council ) :  I  want,  too,  to  thank  all  of  those 
who  saw  fit  to  cast  a  ballot  in  my  favor,  and 
I  want  to  assure  all  of  you  who  didn't  that 
Brother  Fairbanks  will  certainly  have  my  sup- 
port in  the  ensuing  term. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

BROTHER  J.  E.  FERGUSON  (Local  2): 
Mr.  Chairman,  being  one  of  the  newly  elected 
Vice  Presidents,  of  course  without  opposition,  I 
wish  to  state  that  I  certainly  appreciate  the 
confidence  and  the  honor  that  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  me,  and  you  can  rest  assured  that 
I  will  do  my  utmost  not  to  betray  that  con- 
fidence, and  to  act  in  the  best  interests  of  all 
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nienibcis  of  this  Intrrnational  Union  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 
Thank  you. 

BROTHER  S.  P.  ROBINSON  (Local  144): 
I  want  to  wish  Terry  Ford  all  the  luck  in  the 
world,  and  I  want  to  also  thank  my  zealous 
committee  for  the  efTorts  they  put  forth  in  my 
behalf.  (Applause) 

BROTHER  SHIPMAN  (Volunteer  State 
Council):  I  want  to  thank  all  of  my  friends 
who  voted  for  me,  and  I  will  serve  in  my  best 
capacity. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brothers,  right 
at  this  late  hour,  I  want  to  take  this  opportun- 
ity of  introducing  a  good  friend  of  ours,  not 
only  a  good  friend  but  a  member  of  our  organi- 
zation, a  man  who  has  served  his  time  in  the 
city  of  Chicago  to  learn  the  business,  and  who 
has  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  order  to  secure 
the  funds  to  enroll  him  into  the  theological 
seminaries  and  take  his  studies  in  order  to  join 
the  Holy  Orders  of  the  Catholic  Church.  I 
know  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  our  members  to  at 
least  hear  a  few  words  from  Father  Donahue, 
who  has  been  with  us  for  a  long  time. 

.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

REV.  J.  L.  DONAHUE:  Mr.  Chairman, 
Delegates  to  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers 
International  Union,  and  Friends:  This  is  a 
difficult  position  for  me  to  find  myself  in.  If  I 
talk  too  long,  I  will  not  be  invited  back.  But 
I  received  my  training  under  the  institution  of 
which  Mr.  Dave  McVey  was  Commander. 
Therefore  I  am  a  long-speaking  Lather. 
(Laughter) 

In  referring  to  the  Chairman,  I  may  have 
made  a  mistake,  for  on  the  opening  day  of 
your  Convention,  he  was  approached  as  Rev- 
erend McSorlcy.  I  would  like  to  know  from 
you  if  he  is  preaching  now  from  the  pulpit. 
If  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  say  Reverend  McSorley. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure,  as  well  as  a  high  honor, 
for  me  to  be  invited  to  address  your  Conven- 
tion. I  am  proud  to  be  a  fellow  Lather,  and 
each  time  I  get  the  opportunity  to  tell  my 
Bishop,  or  to  tell  a  Cardinal  or  a  fellow  Min- 
ister in  the  church,  I  let  him  know  I  am  a 
lather. 

I  am  thankful  for  the  counsel,  companionship, 
and  education  that  I  have  received  from  such 
men  as  Bill  McSorley,  Terry  Ford,  Earl  Mc- 
Mahon,  Harr>'  Hagcn,  George  Moore,  and 
many  others,  in  this  organization,  too  numerous 
to  mention  in  the  time  allotted  to  me  for  my 
talk.  All  of  them  are  unselfish  men,  real  dyed 
in  the  wool  laboring  men,  who  are  willing  to 
forget  themselves  and  their  own  interests  and 


give  themselves  solely  and  only  to  the  better- 
ment and  the  improvement  of  the  members  in 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Interna- 
tional Union,  and  to  all  people  who  must  earn 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 

Sometimes  people,  who  do  not  understand 
why  a  clergyman  should  interest  himself  as 
much  as  I  do  in  the  problems  of  labor,  criticize 
me.  They  criticize  me  for  taking  such  an  active 
part  in  these  matters.  They  sometimes  say  that 
1  am  interesting  myself  just  in  particular  class 
problems,  that  I  am  trying  to  advance  only  the 
interests  of  one  particular  group  of  the  nation. 
I  always  enter  a  vigorous  denial  to  that  con- 
tention, to  that  accusation.  My  interests  and 
the  interests  of  all  priests  in  organized  laboi 
can  be  best  brought  to  light  by  a  story  often 
told  of  a  great  historical  figure  in  American 
history,  and  I  refer  to  a  man  that  comes  out 
of  the  State  of  Walter  Matthews,  a  man  who 
served  as  the  Chaplain  in  the  first  World  War, 
Father  Duffy,  the  Chaplain  of  the  Fighting  69th 
out  of  New  York. 

The  story  goes,  it  was  a  windy  and  a  rainy 
night  in  the  early  days  of  November.  The 
enemy  guns  were  pounding  the  American 
trenches.  They  were  giving  the  American  soldier 
boys  an  unmerciful  beating.  And  amid  the 
scream  of  the  cannon  and  the  pounding  of  the 
bombs  that  hit  the  earth  could  be  heard  the 
voice  of  a  soldier  boy  calling  for  assistance. 

Father  Dufify,  climbing  out  of  the  trenches 
on  his  hands  and  knees,  through  the  mud  and 
water,  the  rain  beating  in  his  face,  came  to 
where  the  soldier  boy  was,  and  picking  up  his 
torn  and  mangled  and  bleeding  body,  he  began 
to  whisper  words  of  con.solation  in  the  boy's 
ear.  Finally  the  boy  opened  his  eyes  and  recog- 
nizing  the  Chaplain,  said,  "Father,  I  am  not 
a  Catholic." 

"Yes,  I  know,"  said  Father  Duffy,  as  he 
pressed  the  boy  closer  to  his  bosom.  "But  you 
are  my  God's  child."  And  so,  too,  are  all 
working  people  my  God's  children.  Whatevei 
I  do,  in  my  frail  and  weak  and  human  manner, 
I  do  for  God. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  unrest,  confusion, 
and  anxious  inquiry.  The  world  has  been  rent 
asunder  by  hatred,  national  and  commercial 
rivalry.  It  is  not  surprising  that  men  should  be 
uneasy  and  confused,  and  should  be  eagerly 
questioning  ancient  traditions.  Physical  Science, 
which  has  accredited  itself  by  its  marvelous  in- 
ventions and  astounding  discoveries,  has  taught 
men  habits  of  investigation  and  inquiry,  and 
the  value  of  experiment  as  a  guide  to  truth. 
Physical    Science   peers    into    the  traditional 
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method  of  building  Iiomcs,  churches,  factories, 
stores,  offices  and  schools.  Questions  arc  asked. 
What  can  be  eliminated  or  introduced  to  cut 
the  cost,  to  produce  more  and  better  buildings, 
and  hurry  construction,  and  still  give  us  safe, 
sturdy,  and  long-standing  buildings. 

We  of  the  lathing  industry  know  the  an- 
swers that  have  been  found.  We  have  experi- 
enced the  introduction  of  new  materials,  and 
the  replacement  of  old  and  long  established  pro- 
cedures. But  some  of  our  members,  foolishly 
and  without  thought,  tried  to  hold  back  the 
innovations  of  Physical  Science.  Such  members 
ploughed  ahead  in  their  small  little  world, 
never  looking  to  the  future  and  what  their 
actions  would  mean  to  the  generations  yet  un- 
born. Never  did  they  try  to  meet  the  challenge. 

Yes,  Physical  Science  hesitated  for  a  moment 
and  asked  herself  whether  they  were  going  to 
remove  themselves,  and  whether  they  presented 
a  further  obstacle.  She  said,  "Well,  I'll  just 
have  to  do  without  them."  And  then  she  pro- 
ceeded to  give  us  the  pre-fabricated  home,  to 
produce  acoustical  installations,  give  us  dry- 
wall  construction,  and  other  materials  and  pro- 
cedures to  eliminate  our  work.  She  will  not  be 
stopped.  Her  only  movement  is  forward.  So- 
ciety must  walk  hand  in  hand  with  Physical 
Science,  or  be  relegated  to  the  dismal  abyss  of 
stagnation. 

We  cannot  remain  stagnant.  We  must  be  a 
progressive  group.  We  of  the  lathing  industry 
have  many  faults.  But  our  greatest  enemy  is 
the  lack  of  foresight  and  initiative  and  en- 
thusiasm among  ourselves.  Our  real  enemies 
are  those  of  our  own  organization — members 
greedy  for  all  that  the  lathing  industry  will 
bring  to  them  in  a  material  way,  and  selfishly 
giving  nothing  of  themselves  to  the  industry. 

There  are  many  things  we  might  do,  but 
chief  among  them  is  that  we  must  support  those 
officers  who  intelligently,  sincerely,  honestly, 
and  zealously  work  for  the  advancement  of  the 
lathing  industry,  and  seek  to  stay  abreast  with 
Physical  Science.  You  cannot  do  it  by  just 
applauding  at  conventions.  You  must  go  home, 
be  militant,  intelligent  leaders  at  all  times, 
bringing  your  people  to  understand  that 
Physical  Science  is  there  to  aid  and  to  assist 
them,  telling  them  that  they  must  go  out  and 
work,  give  themselves  at  all  times  to  the  in- 
dustry, doing  a  better  job  at  a  better  price 
than  any  substitute  for  lathing  can  do. 

Only  then,  when  you  give  that  type  of  leader- 
ship, can  the  lathing  industry  make  progress 
and  become  bigger  and  better,  and  I  am  sure 
from  the  things  that  I  have  heard  at  this  con- 


vention, that  you  gentlemen  will  give  your  all 
to  make  this  a  great  and  a  big  organization, 
that  other  boys  like  myself  may  be,  through 
your  assistance,  lifted  to  their  proper  place  in 
life. 

Just  one  other  thing.  I  want  to  plead  with 
you  to  keep  your  vision  and  to  keep  your 
courage,  keep  your  idealism  despite  the  harsh 
materialism  of  the  world  in  which  you  live. 
Learn  to  be  seers,  men  who  have  vision  to 
penetrate  the  superficial  and  material  things, 
and  to  look  into  the  great  realities  that  lie 
beyond. 

Look  at  a  flower  and  see  not  merely  a 
flower,  but  see  something  inexpressibly  beauti- 
ful that  has  come  from  the  hand  of  the  Divine 
Artist.  Learn  to  feel  and  to  think  thoughts 
that  lie  too  deep  for  utterance  when  you  look 
at  a  flower. 

Look  at  a  tree  and  see  not  only  a  tree,  but 
see  the  wood  upon  which  a  God  was  crucified. 
Because  in  a  very  real  sense,  Christ  was  cruci- 
fied on  every  tree.  And  lie  died  in  order  that 
justice  and  right  might  rule  in  the  hearts  of 
men. 

Ideals  are  standards  of  excellence  that  we 
all  strive  to  attain.  If  your  ideals  are  high,  your 
accomplishments  will  be  high.  If  your  ideals 
are  low,  your  accomplishments  will  be  low. 
If  you  try  to  seek  your  own  selfish  interests 
and  don't  care  how  successful  you  are  in  their 
attainment,  you  will  never  get  the  fullness  of 
life  nor  its  abundance. 

It  is  only  by  a  strange  paradox  that  when 
you  begin  to  forget  and  care  nothing  about 
your  private  selfish  interests,  when  you  are 
willing  to  lose  your  life,  then  you  begin  to 
find  life  in  its  fullness  and  in  its  abundance. 

I  look  up  to  and  I  respect  the  members  of 
this  International  because  every  one  of  you, 
at  least  by  implication,  by  your  membership 
in  a  union,  is  willing,  if  the  occasion  occurs  or 
necessity  requires,  to  sacrifice  your  own  par- 
ticular interest  in  order  to  win  higher  and 
nobler  and  better  things  for  your  fellow 
men.  Therefore  you  who  belong  to  trade  unions 
generally  should  have  life  in  a  greater  measure 
and  abundance  than  those  who  do  not. 

I  have  said  on  many  occasions  that  other 
things  being  equal,  if  you  take  two  men  of 
equal  ability  and  equal  virtue  and  equal 
character,  and  both  of  them  tradesmen  or 
mechanics,  and  one  belongs  to  a  union  and  the 
other  does  not,  I  say  all  other  things  being 
equal,  the  union  man  is  a  better  man  than 
the  man  who  does  not  belong  to  the  union.  And 
why?  Because  he  has  got  class  consciousness; 
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because  he  lias  got  social  conscience,  and  he 
realizes  that  he  does  not  stand  alone,  but  he 
has,  if  necessary,  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 
benefit  of  his  class. 

Sometimes,  gentlemen,  the  shadows  appear 
thick.  Sometimes  the  outlook  is  not  so  bright. 
Sometimes  you  find  the  monotony  of  your  daily 
task  pressing  you.  They  are  unromantic,  they 
are  dull,  they  are  unexciting.  But  every  one 
of  you,  as  a  member  of  organized  labor,  is  do- 
ing something  wonderful  for  the  betterment  and 
the  improvement  of  humanity.  All  great  ac- 
complishments are  the  doings  of  the  men  who 
do  the  toil  of  this  world.  So  do  not,  therefore 
— do  not  think  for  one  moment  that  your  work 
is  flat,  stale  and  unprofitable,  because  it  is  great 
and  glorious.  .'\nd  you  have  something  to  be 
really  proud  of. 

And  above  all,  remember  you  as  members 
of  the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  Inter- 
national Union  arc  working  for  something  im- 
measurably higher.  You  are  working  for  the 
great  principles  upon  which  this  country  was 
founded — for  life,  for  liberty,  and  for  the 
pursuit  of  happiness. 

I  have  taken  too  much  of  your  time,  but 
keep  up  this  great  work  of  yours.  And  as  you 
carry  on,  I,  approaching  the  holy  altar  of 
.Almighty  God,  will  do  as  I  have  done  from 
the  first  day  of  my  ordination.  I  will  take 
these  anointed  hands  and  lift  the  chalice 
containing  the  body  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  I  will  raise  it  at  Holy  Mass  and  ask  Him  to 
bless  you,  to  bless  you  in  this  great  work,  keep 
your  hearts  great,  give  you  strong  minds  and 
true  faith  and  ready  hands  at  all  times  to 
help  yourselves,  to  help  your  fellow  men. 

God  bless  you,  and  thank  you. 
.  .  .  The  audience  arose  and  applauded  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Brother  Fair- 
banks wants  to  make  an  announcement. 

.  .  .  Announcement  regarding  the  banquet  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  I  would  like  to 
have  former  Vice-President  George  Moore  in- 
stall the  newly-elected  officers  of  the  Inter- 
national Union  for  the  ensuing  term.  I  would 
therefore  like  all  the  officers  to  come  up  in 
front  of  the  rostrum. 

.   .   .  Brother  George  Moore  assumed  the 


Chait,  and  lalliii  the  loU  uf  ncwly-clccteil 
officers,  who  came  before  the  rostrum  .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  MOORE:  The  Delegates  will 
please  rise  as  I  give  the  obligation  to  the 
officers.  And  I'd  like  to  say  to  the  delegates 
that  in  my  estimation,  rendering  the  obligation 
to  the  officials  of  this  organization  is  a  solemn 
one,  to  the  effect  that  our  officials  and  those 
who  arc  taking  the  oath  are  sincere,  not  only 
to  themselves,  but  to  you,  in  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  their  office. 

The  officers  will  please  raise  their  right 
hands  and  repeat  after  me,  announcing  their 
name  as  I  announce  mine:  "I,  George  T.  Moore, 
do  hereby  solemnly  promise,  on  my  honor,  that 
I  will  faithfully  perform  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  all  the  duties  of  my  office  devolving 
upon  me,  and  as  an  officer  of  this  Inter- 
national Union,  I  promise  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  uphold  and  advance  the  interest  of 
this  organization  and  its  members. 

"In  making  these  avowals,  I  pledge  myself 
to  adhere  to  and  be  guided  by  the  laws  set 
forth  in  this  International  Union  and  Constitu- 
tion." 

.  .  .  The  officers-elect  repeated  the  obliga- 
tion .  .  . 

CHAIRMAN  MOORE:  Thank  you.  Gentle- 
men. Take  your  places.  (Applause.) 

.  .  .  President  McSorley  resumed  the  Chair... 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Now,  Brothers, 
before  we  adjourn,  is  there  anything  further  to 
come  before  this  Convention? 

In  closing  this  Convention,  we  will  ask 
Brother  Neil  Haggerty  to  sing  "God  Bless 
.America." 

BROTHER  HAGGERTY:  Accompanied  by 
the  delegation,  of  course. 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  Let's  all  rise. 

.  .  .  The  audience  sang  "God  Bless  America," 
led  by  Brother  Haggerty  .  .  .  (Applause  and 
cheers.) 

PRESIDENT  McSORLEY:  We  will  now 
adjourn  this  Convention,  sine  die,  for  the 
convening  three  years  from  this  month.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

.  .  .  The  Convention  adjourned  at  five- 
thirty  o'clock  .  .  . 


NOTE 

The  officers  and  staff  of  the  International  Union  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  extending 
our  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Lone  Star  State  Council  of  Lathers  and  its  affiliated  local 
unions,  as  well  as  their  wives,  for  the  kind  and  courteous  welcome  extended  and  the  spirit 
of  entertainment  afforded  the  delegates  and  their  wives  during  our  stay  in  the  City  of 
Houston.  We  desire  to  assure  them  that  we  fully  appreciate  all  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality 
bestowed  upon  the  delegates,  their  wives,  friends  and  visitors  during  their  stay  in  the  beau- 
tiful City  of  Houston. 
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List  of  registered  delegates  and  alter 

Locil  City  Dclrgalc 

1  Columbus,  Ohio  R.  E.  Stuart 

2  Cleveland,  Ohio  J.  E.  Ferguson 

4  Scranton,  Pa  H.  J.  Karius 

5  Detroit,  Mich  R.  Wctzrl 

6  Queens  County,  N.  Y  Win.  C^ohen 

7  BirminRhani,  Ala  J.  R.  Davis 

8  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa  .  .  .  .  E.  E.  Wcichman 

9  Washington,  D  C  E.  J.  Calc 

10  Milwaukee,  Wis  M.  J.  Moran 

C.  E.  Duerr,  alternate 

11  Norfolk,  Va  A.  Graham 

12  Duluth,  Minn  C.  T.  Peterson 

14  Rochester,  N.  Y  J-  E.  Ferguson 

17  Savannah,  Ga  H.  Williams 

18  Louisville,  Ky  R.  Garrett 

19  Joliet,  111  E.  Johnston 

20  Springfield,  111  L.  Rodier 

23  Bridgeport,  Conn  J.  R.  Piccirillo 

24  Toledo,  Ohio  E.  Vanderhofl' 

25  Springfield,  Mass  R.  J.  LaValley 

26  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  .  .  .O.  Jones,  Sr. 

27  Kansas  City,  Mo  E.  Eshe 

28  Youngstown,  Ohio   R.  Mosgrovi- 

29  Atlantic  City,  N.  J  H.  H.  Burk 

30  Dayton,  Ohio  J.  U.  DeBrosse 

31  Holyoke,  Mass  A.  Paille 

32  Buffalo,  N.  Y  S.  G.  Hoppel 

33  Pittsburgh,  Pa  L.  H.  Bage 

34  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind  G.  H.  Hallock 

36  Peoria,  111  R.  K.  Lowder 

39  Indianapolis,  Ind  A.  M.  Kunklc 

40  Muncie,  Ind  M.  Hibbard 

41  Asheville,  N.  C  W.  C.  Liner 

42  Los  Angeles,  Calif  C.  J.  Haggerty 

42a  Los  Angeles,  Calif  A.  J.  Flanders 

43  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah   J.  Bostrom 

45  Augusta,  Ga.   P.  Colbert 

46  New  York,  N.  Y  W.  M.  Matthews 

H.  A.  Birney,  alternate 

47  Cincinnati,  Ohio   C.  C.  Murray 

48  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  .  .  .O.  L.  Freed 

49  Pueblo,  Colo  V.  B.  Winters 

50  Charleston,  S.  C  N.  A.  Eselavon 

51  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. .  .  C.  M.  Bongiovanni 

52  Utica,  N.  Y  F.  Percaeciantc 

53  Philadelphia,  Pa  L.  Brodeur 

J.  R.  Shane,  alternate 

54  Portland,  Oregon   J.  Mathis 

55  Memphis,  Tenn  C.  F.  McKinney 

57  Binghamton,  N.  Y  D.  Braman 

59  Jacksonville,  Fla  B.  Shannon 

62  New  Orleans,  La  F.  Brocker 

63  Richmond,  Va  H.  G.  Gibson,  Jr. 
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elegates  to  the  21  st  Convention: 

I  Cit;  Dchgate- 

E.  St.  Louis,  111  F.  J.  Wilbert 

W.  P.  Horstman,  alternali 

San  Francisco,  Calif  J.  F.  Ilealy 

B.  Thompson  Sr.,  alternate 

Trenton,  N.  J  II    I).  Kelly 

Hudson  County,  N.  J  J.  Fit/gerald 

F.  C^apone,  alternate 

Denver,  Colo  D.  A.  Richter 

Butte,  Montana   J.  McCord 

.\kron,  Ohio   A.  Nicholson 

Boston,  Mass  J.  L.  Coullahan 

St.  Louis,  Mo  H.  J.  Hagen 

H.  Miller  Sr.,  alternate 

Chicago,  111  D.  A.  McVcy 

J.  J.  Stevens,  alternate 

Baltimore,  Md  J.  P.  Boyd 

Sharon,  Pa  B.  H.  Goodall,  Jr. 

Everett,  Wash  W.  E.  Farris 

Hartford,  Conn  M.  Matikinus 

Worcester,  Mass  H.  L.  Pepin 

Charleroi,  Pa  C.  W.  Shetterly 

Pasadena,  Calif  W.  B.  Conklin 

South  Bend,  Ind  K.  E.  Mitchell 

Fresno,  Calif  M.  J.  Fitch 

Superior,  Wis  C.  C.  Jubenville 

Elizabeth,  N.  J  J.  M.  Temple 

Reading,  Pa  H.  D.  Brubakcr 

Oakland,  Calif  E.  V.  Davidson 

Lawrence,  Mass  J.  Somerset 

Spokane,  Wash  R.  H.  Woody 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada.  .H.  V.  Rinneard 
W.  Johnston,  alternate 

Stockton,  Calif  N.  Alexander 

Lynn,  Mass  E.  Conrad 

Newark,  N.  J  J.  J.  Vohden,  Jr. 

Chicago  Hts.,  Illinois  .  .  .G.  F.  Michael 
B.  W.  Franzman,  alternate 

Seattle,  Wash  A.  M.  Sherwood 

Plainfield,  N.  J  H.  O.  Lynn 

Hammond,  Ind  M.  W.  Fertal 

J.  Marzs,  alternate 

Wilmington,  Del.  .  .  .C.  A.  Tweedy,  Sr. 

Sacramento,  Calif  R.  H.  Worthy 

Kankakee,  111  \.  Papineau 

Madison,  Wis  J,  B.  White,  Sr. 

G.  A.  Buergin,  alternate 

Sioux  City,  la  R.  Hall 

Rockford,  111  J.  Giesey 

Cedar  Rapids,  la  S.  C.  Moore 

Oshkosh,  Wis  H.  W.  Seal 

Schenectady,  N.  Y  A.  Dinsmore 

Aurora,  111  T.  Plant,  Jr. 

W.  J.  Tyma,  alternate 

Watsonville,  Calif  D.  S.  Seefeldt 
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Local 
123 
125 
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131 
132 
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City  Delegate  Local 

Brockton,  Mass  J.  F.  Tobin  232 

Watcrbury,  Conn  R.  L.  Mogren  234 

Canton,  Ohio   R.  Walter  235 

El  Paso,  Texas  C.  Knight  238 

E.  Storey,  alternate  240 

Saginaw,  Mich  A.  \V.  Ruble  243 

Topcka,  Kansas   J.  L.  Young  244 

Jackson,  Mich.  .  .  .H.  C.  Nicholson,  Sr.  246 

Omaha,  Nebraska  .  .  .  .L.  A.  Porter,  Jr.  250 

Portland,  Maine  G.  E.  Bergh  252 

Fall  River,  Mass  A.  Bernier  254 

Dallas,  Tex  E.  R.  GofT  255 

Waltham,  Mass  F.  C.  Burke  257 

Paterson,  N.  J  S.  Maso  260 

San  Jose,  Calif  S.  P.  Robinson  262 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Canada   E.  Dunn  263 

Winnipeg,  Man.,  Canada  .  .  .F.  Schindel  264 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D  J.  C.  Eckart  265 

Syracuse,  N.  Y  B.  R.  Furze  268 

White  Plains,  N.  Y  A.  A.  Pclletier  269 

Tacoma,  Wash  L.  P.  Randall  277 

Chico,  Calif  W.  F.  Emery 

Lincoln,  Neb  H.  Snyder  278 

LaPorte,  Ind  J.  A.  Milzarek  981 

Albany,  N.  Y.  A.  W.  Clother  286 

Wilkes  Barre,  Pa  J.  Conway  992 

Enid,  Okla  R.  Brooks  295 

Lorain,  Ohio   C.  Malone  3qq 

W.  S.  Limes,  alternate  301 

Long  Beach,  Calif  C.  B.  Gariss  302 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  .  .  .S.  J.  Kopystecky  303 

Pittsfield,  Mass  L.  H.  Stone  305 

Lansing,  Mich  C.J.Rich  308 

Wheeling,  W.  \'a  J.  L.  Bonene  309 

Wichita,  Kansas   L.  S.  Houston  311 

C.  Lyons,  alternate  313 

Minneapolis,  Minn  D.  Roc  315 

Galesburg,  111  O.  F.  Larson  326 

Rock  Island,  111  R.L.Daley  328 

Champaign,  111  O.  E.  Roberts  331 

Springfield,  Mo  O.  Miller  340 

Vancouver,  B.  C,  Can..M.  G.  Finlayson  341 

Reno,  Nevada  R.A.Roberts  344 

LaSalle,  111  L.  B.  Liesse  345 

Missoula,  Mont  O.  E.  Grouse  346 

Tampa,  Fla  J.  L.  Johnson  350 

New  Haven,  Conn  A.  Alogna  356 

Mobile,  Ala  L.  F.  Dickson  358 

Williamsport,  Pa  G.  E.  Betts  359 

Danville,  111  M.  W.  Baughman  360 

Houston,  Tex  W.  H.  Palmer  364 

W.  G.  Allen,  alternate  366 

Kenosha,  Wis  M.  C.  Lentz  371 

Yonkers,  N.  Y  J.  J.  Langan  374 

Tulsa,  Okla.   J.  G.  Garrison  378 

Fort  Worth,  Tex  B.B.Lindsay  379 


City  Delegate 

Racine,  Wis  J.  Kelly 

Atlanta,  Ga  J.  Bailey 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla  G.  A.  Brower 

Albuquerque,  N.  M.  .  .  .E.  E.  Wehling 

Montgomery,  Ala  N.  Percival 

Santa  Rosa,  Calif  A.  L.  Fautley 

Brooklyn,  Kings  County,  N.  Y.  .S.  Stone 

Lowell,  Mass  D-  J.  Chaput 

Morristown,  N.  J  D-  J-  Miller 

San  Bernardino,  Calif  I.  L.  Buck 

New  Bedford,  Mass.  .  .  .R.  E.  LaPlante 

Knoxville,  Tcnn  C.  Courtney 

Jackson,  Tenn  C.  Edmonds 

San  Diego,  Calif  W.  R.  Bakeman 

Nashville,  Tenn  C.  C.  Taylor 

New  Brighton,  Pa  H.  C.  Eiler 

Delavan,  Wis  Matt  VanDeBogert 

Chattanooga,  Tenn  P.  Morgan 

San  Rafael,  Calif  J.  O.  Dahl 

Columbia,  S.  C  A.  E.  Palmer 

Huntington,  W.  Va.  ..G.  W.  Wheatlcy 
P.  A.  Brock,  alternate 

San  Mateo,  Calif  E.  H.  Halverson 

Boise,  Idaho   H.  Hoover 

Stamford,  Conn  E.  Gwinnell 

Charleston,  W.  Va.  .  .  .H.  W.  Williams 

Erie,  Pa  R.  R.  Brown 

Bakersfield,  Calif  C.  H.  Collins 

San  Antonio,  Texas  .  .  .  .N.  W.  Simpson 

Vallejo,  Calif  G.  Carlquist 

Centralia,  111  C.  C.  Seats 

Great  Falls,  Mont  B.  N.  Sims 

New  York,  N.  Y  M.A.  Rizzo 

Jamestown,  N.  Y  B.  N.  Johnson 

Amarillo,  Texas  O.  F.  Teed 

Columbia,  Mo  D.  Saville 

Montreal,  Que.,  Canada  .  .  .F.  J.  Horan 

Little  Rock,  Ark  J.  E.  JefTeries 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming  A.  B.  Darling 

Pottsville,  Pa  J.  Bertsch 

Lexington,  Ky  W.  M.  Sparks 

Modesto,  Calif  J.  Watson 

Lafayette,  Ind  H.  E.  Harrington 

Miami,  Fla  J.  E.  Sloan 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J  R.  Sorensen 

Portsmouth,  Ohio   F.  A.  Kline 

New  Westminster,  B.  C,  Can.. A.  Burton 

Johnstown,  Pa  R.  S.  Reighard 

Providence,  R.  I  R.  H.  McHale 

London,  Ont.,  Can  T.  Saddler 

Waco,  Texas  F.  E.  Bundy 

San  Pedro,  Calif  E.  O.  Dunkin 

Pocatello,  Idaho   D.  MofTitt 

Phoenix,  Ariz  F.  H.  Martin 

Marion,  111  A.  D.  O'Neil 

Santa  Barbara,  Calif.  .  .A.  K.  Johnston 
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Local 

Delegate 

380 

383 

386 

Poiiplikcfpsic,  N.  Y.  . 

.  .  .  .  W.  Ilignight 

387 

C.  Dixon,  alternate 

388 

Green  Bay,  Wis  

.  .  .  .  ^V.  Maynard 

391 

Marysville,  Calif  

.  .  W.  L.  Partlow 

392 

Elmira,  N.  Y  

395 

396 

 J.  Willis 

401 

Allentown,  Pa  

.  .  .  .11.  Sassaman 

406 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  . 

 J.  W.  Black 

407 

Austin,  Tex  

.  .  .C.  B.  Bowling 

413 

414 

Klamath  Falls,  Ore.  .  . 

F.  O.  McKcehan 

415 

416 

Beaumont,  Tex  

.  .W.  M.  Fishero 

422 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.  .  . 

.  .  .F.  R.  Venton 

423 

Ottawa,  Ont.,  Can.  .  . 

.N.  N.  Guilbeault 

424 

T.  M.  Jones,  alternate 

429 

Harrisburg,  Pa  

.  .W.  E.  Albright 

434 

Merced,  Calif  

.  .  .  R.  E.  Gordon 

435 

438 

Medford,  Oregon  .  .  .  . 

.  H.  W.  Steelman 

439 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Can.  . 

.  .  .  E.  J.  Cardinal 

440 

Santa  Ana,  Calif  

 T.  L.  Byrd 

446 

Elgin,  111  

.  .  .  \.  Scderstram 

449 

Visalia,  Calif  

, .  .M.  C.  C.  Cox 

451 

Charlotte,  N.  C  

 B.  L.  Henry 

454 

Palm  Springs,  Calif.  . 

 L.  J.  Wiswell 

455 

West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

 F.  J.  Allen 

460 

Ventura,  Calif.  . .  .R. 

L.  H.  Benner,  Jr. 

Local 

466 

Tallahassee,  Fla. 

l<   W.  Ford 

480 

48,T 

485 

486 

487 

Redding,  Calif  

.  .  .  .  G.  M.  Titmus 

488 

Pcnsacola,  Fla  

 R.  Fair 

489 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

 C.  G.  Culver 

491 

492 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  .  .  . 

 E.  G.  Mars 

494 

St.  Louis,  Mo  

 J.  O.  Hahn 

C.  Dotson,  alternate 

497 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  .  . 

 J.  H.  Nobles 

498 

Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

.  .  .  C.  W.  Furches 

499 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.  .  . 

 H.  Mills 

500 

Lafayette,  La  

.  .  .  .A.  A.  Mouton 

503 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  . 

 A.  B.  Smith 

505 

507 

San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif. .  .  L.  H.  Prescott 

510 

Raleigh,  N.  C  

 R.  B.  Jeffreys 

511 

513 

Midland,  Texas  .... 

 O.  H.  Blase 

514 

Alexandria,  La.  .... 

 D.  L.  Evans 

517 

518 

Pasco,  Wash  

.W.  J.  Walker,  Jr. 

519 

Minot,  N.  D  

.  .  .  M.  C.  Munger 

523 

El  Centro,  Calif.  .  .  . 

 L.  E.  Bain 

524 

Roswell,  N.  M  

 L.  J.  Bowers 

525 

526 

527 

Vista,  Calif  

530 

Longview,  Texas  .  .  . 

 W.  H.  Stark 

531 

Halifax,  N.  S  

. . . .  H.  S.  Brannon 

DISTRICT  AND  STATE  COUNCILS 

Badger  State  Council  E.  F.  Brasch 

Buckeye  State  Council  C.  Keeler 

California  State  Council  N.  Donnelly 

Capitol  District  Council  C.  Geiger 

Central  New  Jersey  District  Council  J-  F-  Singleton 

Central  New  York  District  Council  J.  Bowser 

Dade,  Broward,  Palm  Beach  Counties  &  Vicinity  District  Council  N.  B.  Smith 

Georgia  State  Council  W.  F.  Davis 

Golden  Gate  District  Council  J.  A.  McGuire 

Greater  Boston  District  Council  L.  Robichaud 

Greater  Newark  &  Vicinity  D.  C  A.  F.  Vohden 

Greater  New  York-Long  Island  D.  C  F.  Robinson 

Greater  St.  Louis  &  Vicinity  D.  C  T.  Fredrickson 

W.  J.  B.  Fredrickson,  alternate 

Hudson  Valley  District  Council  J.  Lennox 

Illinois  State  Council  G.  T.  Moore 

E.  J.  McMahon,  alternate 

Inter-Provincial  Council  H.  R.  Weller 

G.  M.  Morrice,  alternate 

Lake  Erie  District  Council  J.  E.  Parker 
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Lone  Star  State  Council  T.  G.  Bund\ 

Massachusetts  State  Council  J-  P-  Cook 

Mississippi  Willcv  D.  C  H.  Baldwin 

B.  Rauch,  alternate 

Missouri  State  Council  K.  Stroup 

H.  Miller,  Jr.,  alternate 

New  Jrrsc>  State  Council  P.  W.  Mullane 

P.  Kuhar,  alternate 

N'cw  York  State  Council  J.  M.  Kioes 

B.  J.  Dillon,  alternate 

.North  Carolina  Stale  Council  J.  A.  Henry 

Northern  New  Jersey  D.  C  E.  Maso 

Nutmeg  State  Council  C.  Rivers 

Rocky  Mountain  D.  C  B.  E.  Boyles 

Southern  California  D.  C  L.  A.  Mashburn 

Southern  New  Jersey  D.  C.  W.  Johntry 

Southern  Ohio  D.  C  W.  Evans 

Tristate  District  Council  C.  W.  King 

\'olunteer  State  Council  of  Tennessee  L.  F.  Shipman 

Washington  &  Oregon  State  Council  W.  Turner 

\Vestchester  District  Council  H.  C.  Spillane 

J.  T.  Tierney,  alternate 

Western  Massachusetts  D.  C  H.  Ruel 

Western  New  York  D.  C  W.  E.  O'Connor 

West  Penn  District  ("ouncil  J-  B.  Rairigh 


SUMMARY 


Number  of  registered  delegates  from  locals   264 

Number  of  registered  delegates  from  councils   !57 

Total  number  of  registered  delegates   301 

Number  of  registered  alternate  delegates  from  locals   21 

Number  of  registered  alternate  delegates  from  councils   8 

Total  number  of  registered  alternate  delegates   29 

Grand  total  of  registered  delegates  and  alternate  delegates   330 
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I  N  D  K  X 


SESSIONS  r';iKf 

Monday,          A.M.  Octobi-r         19.52    ' 

Tuesday,          AM.  Octohcr  II,  I9.')2    22 

P.M.    29 

Wednesday,      A.M.  Oitobcr  15,  1952    'Od 

P.M.    1"7 

Thursday,        A.M.  October  16,  1952    117 

P.M.    126 

Friday,            A.M.  October  17,  1952    143 

P.M.    175 

REPORTS  OF  OFFICERS 

General  President    11 

General  Secretary-Treasurer   fi' 

International  Executive  Council   76 

Minutes  January  16-20,  1950    78 

October  23-27,  1950    81 

July  23-27,  1951    R6 

June  9-13,  1952    92 

Actions  Taken  Outside  of  Executive  Session   98 

ADDRESSES 

Rev.  C.  T.  Flynn,  Invocation  October  13   1 

Mayor  Oscar  Holcoinbc  of  Houston,  Texas   2 

Chief  of  Police  L.  D.  Morrison  of  Houston,  Texas   4 

George  A.  Wilson,  Secretary,  Houston  Central  Labor  Union   7 

Paul  Sparks,  Secretary,  Texas  State  Federation  of  Labor   7 

Dr.  H.  J.  Schachtel,  Invocation  October  14   22 

Earl  J.  McMahon,  Secretary,  Illinois  State  Conference  of  Biiildins  and  Construction 
Trades  Councils  and  Secretary,  Chicago  and  Cook  County,  Illinois,  Building 

and  Construction  Trades  Council   25 

Edmond  Venzie,  President,  Contracting  Plasterers  International  Association   32 

John  E.  Rooney,  General  President,  Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement  Masons  Inter- 
national Union    34 

William  J.  McSorley,  Jr.,  .Assistant  Director,  Labor's  League  for  Political  Education.  .  .  35 

Rev.  Stanley  E.  Wilkes,  Invocation  October  15   100 

Rev.  Ben  K.  Bering,  Invocation  October  16   117 

Kev.  J.  L.  Donahue,  Invocation  (October  17   143 

Rev.  J.  L.  Donahue,  Address   188 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  TELEGRAMS  OF  GREETING 

Chas.  F.  C;iay,  Editor,  Plastering  Industries   13 

E.  M.  Hogan,  General  Secretary-Treasurer,  United  Garment  Workers  of  America   40 

Matthew  Woll,  President,  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company   115 

Donald  R.  Wadle,  Managing  Director,  Metal  Lath  Manufacturers  Association   116 

COMMITTEES 

Rules  and   Order   12 

Credentials    23 
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Page 


General  President's  Report   24 

General  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  and  Auditing   24 

International  Executive  Council's  Report   24 

Resolutions  and  Law   24 

Organization    24 

Education    24 

Grievance    25 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

Credentials  9,  22,  100,  143 

Rules  and  Order  29-30 

General  President's  Report  107-111 

General  Secretary-Treasurer's  Report  and  Auditing  104-105 

International  Executive  Council's  Report  111-114 

Organization    117 

Education   126-128 

Grie\ance:  Resolution  No.  11  Referred  to  Philadelphia  District  Council   114 

Resolutions  No.  6  and  No.  12  Referred  to  Incoming  Executive  Council.  .  .143-154 
Resolutions  and  haw  (See  Resolutions)  Adopted   187 


RESOLUTIONS 


No.    1 — Monthly  publication  in  the  journal  of  reports  of  vice  presidents,  special  repre- 
sentatives, organizers  and  others  doing  organizing  work,  said  report  to  contain 

stipulated  information    41 

Non-concurred  and  filed   165 

No.    2 — Mailing  by  International  Office  of  monthly  journal — The  Lather — to  each 

member's  home  address   41 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   119 

No.   3 — Pension  for  aged  members   42 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   174 

No.   4 — Amend  first  paragraph.  Section  172  on  line  5  to  read  "three"  instead  of  "two" 

years  of  apprentice  training   42 

Non-concurred   119 

No.   5 — Prohibiting  an  outside  contractor  from  subcontracting  work  from  a  contractor 

in  another  local's  jurisdiction  employing  our  members  in  that  jurisdiction.  ...  42 

Non-concurred   154 

No.   6 — Petition  of  Locals  6,  244  and  308  versus  Local  46  charging  infringement  iipon 

rights  of  petitioning  locals   42 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   154 

No.   7 — .Amend  paragraphs  1  and  2  of  Agreement  with  Carpenters  of  May  10,  1950.  .  .  49 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   186 

So.   8 — Agreement  with  O.  P.  &  C.  M.  I.  A.  of  October  13,  1937,  and  instructing  offi- 
cers against  conceding  any  of  original  claims  as  outlined  in  the  Denver  decision  49 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   176 

No.   9 — Addition  of  a  vice  president  from  the  Northwest  (N.  D.  and  Minnesota)  who 

is  familiar  with  general  surroundings  in  this  district   50 

(a)  Addition  of  vice  president 

Non-concurred   119 

(b)  Request  for  organizer 

Referred  to  General  President  with  favorable  recommendation   119 


196 


INDEX — 


Continued 


Page 


No.  10  (a)  Delete  Section  12;  (I))  Amend  Section  5  providing  for  the  ofTicc  of  "Execu- 
tive Vice  President";  (c)  Insert  between  Sections  25  and  26  the  Duties  of 
E.\<  euti\c  Vire  President  as  provided  in  this  resolution  (Sec  Resolution  31)  .  .  .  50 

Non-concurred  and  fded   155 

No.  11  —  Petition  of  Local  192  for  .iiiundnient  of  its  charter  to  return  to  nail-on  work 

regardless  as  to  the  nature  of  the  structure   50 

Referred  to  Philadelphia  District  Council   114 

No.  12-  Petition  of  Locals  6,  244,  308  versus  Local  46   50 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   154 

No.  13 — (a)  Amend  Section  203  to  read  "twenty  cents"  instead  of  "thirty-five  cents"; 

(b)  transfer  the  balance  of  $70,000  to  the  22nd  Convention  Fund   51 

Adopted  as  amended   120 

No.  14 — (a)  Amend  Section  96  by  raising  the  monthly  assessment  for  organizational  work 
and  for  the  protection  of  our  jurisdiction  claims  from  25  cents  to  50  cents  per 
month;  (b)  Provide  for  appointment  by  the  General  President  of  not  less  than 
four  full-time  organizers,  with  due  regard  to  geographical  limitations  for  our 

International  Union    52 

Adopted  as  amended   120 

No.  15 — Amend  Section  126   52 

Adopted  as  amended   121 

No.  16 — Appointment  of  a  committee  within  90  days  to  dispose  of  our  headquarters  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  the  end  that  our  headquarters  will  be  transferred  to 

Washington,  D.  C   52 

Adopted  as  amended   121 

No.  17 — Amend  Section  95,  which  pertains  to  the  level  of  our  treasury,  changing 
minimum  amount  thereof  from  $5,000  to  $50,000,  and  the  amount  of  assess- 
ment, when  required,  from  10  cents  to  25  cents   53 

Adopted   122 

No.  18 — Amend  Section  93  covering  the  revenue  increasing  per  capita  tax  to  $1.10  and 
the  enrollment  fee  of  all  new  members  from  $2.00  to  $5.00;  all  expenses  of 
the  Executive  Council  meetings  shall  be  defrayed  from  the  General  Fund.  ...  53 

Adopted   122 

No.  19 — Delete  Section  94  (see  Resolution  No.  18)   53 

Adopted   122 

No.  20 — .'^mend  Section  19  providing  for  time  and  place  of  Executive  Council  meetings  54 

Adopted   122 

No.  21 — Amend  Section  21  afifecting  litigation  and  the  engagement  of  counsel  in  actual 

cases  of  litigation   54 

Adopted  as  amended   123 

No.  22 — A  retirement  fund  for  members  65  years  of  age  with  25  years  good  standing, 

to  be  financed  by  payment  of  50  cents  per  member,  per  month   54 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   174 

No.  23 — Amend  Section  75  (latter  part)  to  provide  for  two  years  continuous  good  stand- 
ing where  a  foreman  is  sent  in  by  a  contractor  from  another  jurisdiction   55 

Non-concurred   123 

No.  24 — Institution  of  a  separate  Funeral  Benefit  Fund  providing  for  payment  of  a 
$500  additional  funeral  benefit,  to  be  financed  through  a  $1.00  assessment 

effective  January  1,  1953   55 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   168 

No.  25 — Pension  Fund  efTective  July  1,  1953,  for  aged  members  with  20  years  or  more 
continuous  good  standing  or  totally  disabled  members,  not  exceeding  $40  per 

month,  to  be  financed  by  a  per  capita  tax  of  75  cents  per  month   56 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   174 
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No.  26 — (a)  Providiim  for  the  distribution  among  tlic  delrtjatcs  to  the  21st  convrntion 
of  tlic  surplus  in  the  Convention  Fund;  (b)  Providing  for  no  change  in  the 

present  convention  fund  assessment  of  Sf)  cents  per  month   57 

Non-concurred   124 

No.  27  -Instructing  International  ollicers  to  claim  jurisdiction  over  HamK-y,  Securitee 
and  other  acoustical  systems  in  their  entirety,  and  instructing  General  Presi- 
dent to  secure  a  permanent  decision  on  this  class  of  construction   57 

Referred  to  General  President   156 

.\o.  28  .\mend  Sections  16-1  and  165  proNiding  for  restoration  of  previous  good  stand- 
ing of  a  reinstated  member  after  expiration  of  12  months   57 

Non-concurred   124 

No.  29 — Di\  ision  of  the  territory  of  the  International  Union  and  the  election  of  vice 
presidents  from  each   district   to  be  used   as  an  organizer  in   the  district 

assigned  to  him   57 

Non-concurred   124 

No.  30 — .\mcnd  Section  3  on    Trade  Jurisdiction   57 

Non-concurred   125 

No.  31 — .\mend  Section   12   (8th  line  page  9)   re  vacancy  in  the  office  of  General 

President    58 

Adopted  as  amended   155 

No.  32-  International  Union  to  exhaust  every  effort  to  have  the  Lathers'  craft  recog- 
nized as  a  craft  by  the  various  branches  of  our  government   58 

Referred  to  Executive  Council   125 

No.  33 — .\doption  of  a  system  of  identification  in  a  member's  dues  book,  such  as  a  photo  58 

Referred  to  Executive  Council  with  power  to  act   156 

No.  34--Endorsemcnt  of  the  work  and  services  of  the  City  of  Hope   58 
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